
Tacoma Door Handle Wrap Installation 
 

Thank you for your order. Please read the installation instruction completely before applying your vinyl decals. 
 

This installation should take about 90 minutes. Here is what you will need: 
 

Rubbing alcohol 
Small Bowl 
Water 
Dish soap 
Masking Tape 
Soft towel 
 

Proper cleaning and preparation of the surface prior to vinyl application is critical to the success of the decals. The following 
cleaning and surface preparation conditions must be followed immediately prior to application. Failure to adhere to these 
requirements can cause adhesion loss and therefore reduce the durability and performance of the decals. 
 

1. Position your truck in a well-lit area away from direct sunlight. The optimum temperature range for vinyl adhesion is 
60 to 80 degrees F. 

2. Clean the door handles with isopropyl (rubbing) alcohol to remove any dirt, wax, or oils that may exist.  
 

To ensure proper alignment over the dashboard, we recommend the “wet” application method.  
 

1. Make a soap solution by filling a small bowl with water and adding 1-2 drops of dish soap. 
2. Attach a small square of masking tape to the narrow end of the decal and pull up to separate it from the paper 

backing.  
3. Dip the decal into the soap solution and then gently remove the masking tape from the decal. 
4. Apply the decal to the door handle by positioning it at the corner (1) and aligning the lower edge (2) as shown in the 

diagram below. The soap solution will allow you to slide the decal into this position. When properly positioned the 
top of the decal will be aligned with the top edge of the door handle (along edge #1 below). 

 
5. Pull the door handle open slightly to tuck in the end of the decal. It won’t stick, but that’s OK. We want it tucked in 

so that it won’t stick to the outer trim as it dries. 
6. Hold the decal down on one end and gently slide your wet finger across it to push out the soap solution. The decal 

should now be lying flat on the face of the door handle. Do not push down on the upper, curved part or the end of 
the decal yet. We will do that later after the decal dries. 

7. Gently blot the handle with the soft towel to remove excess moisture. 
8. Allow 30-60 minutes for the decal to dry. You can apply the other door handle decals during this time. 
9. After the decal has thoroughly dried, slide your finger across the face of the door handle to push down any parts of 

the decal that did not adhere when it was wet. They should now adhere to the handle. Any bubbles that remain 
should go away in a few days.  

10. Open the handle slightly and slide your finger along the bottom edge of the handle to ensure the bottom edge of the 
decal has completely adhered to the handle. 

11. To fold down the upper, curved part of the decal slide your finger along the curved edge several times, pushing the 
decal further down with each pass (don’t try to push it down all at once as this might cause wrinkling). 



12. Finally, apply the narrow “Fishtail” end of the decal by pulling on the “tail” and stretching it over the curved end. You 
can tear off the excess vinyl from tail for a clean look. Some minor wrinkling may occur due to the shape of the 
handle. This normal and will not be noticeable when the handle is in the closed position. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about installing them on your truck. 
 
Rich 
Support@tvdvinyldecals.com 


