
TACOMA DASHBOARD BLACKOUT KIT 

Thank you for your order. Please read the installation instruction completely before applying your vinyl decals so 

you understand the process.  This installation can be very challenging for some. Please don’t hesitate to contact us 

if you have any questions before you attempt the installation. 

This installation should take about 60 minutes. 

Proper cleaning of the surface prior to vinyl application is critical to the success of the decals. The following 

cleaning and surface preparation conditions must be followed immediately prior to application. Failure to adhere 

to these requirements can cause adhesion loss and therefore reduce the durability and performance of the decals. 

1. Position your truck in a well-lit area away from direct sunlight. The optimum temperature range for vinyl 
adhesion is 60 to 80 degrees F. Never install them below 50 degrees or when temps are very high with 
high humidity. This can affect the application of the decals. 

2. Clean each chrome trim piece using a soft towel and rubbing alcohol. The rubbing alcohol will remove 
dirt, oils, and any protectant that has been applied to the dash that might prevent proper adhesion. 

 

Please note that the vinyl pieces of this kit are the exact same size as the trim pieces that they cover.  When 

applying them the decals should be aligned exactly with the edges of the chrome trim without overlapping onto 

the surrounding black plastic. 

 

Vent Rings: 
 

1. Peel the transfer tape from the backing paper, ensuring the decal separates with the transfer tape. 

2. Holding the corners of the transfer tape, position your hands at the 9 and 3 o’clock position relative to the 
vent openings.  

3. Align the exposed edge of the decal with the edge of the chrome ring and ensure that no chrome is visible 
around the edges of the vent ring. If the decal lightly touches the vent ring in the wrong position you 
should be able to remove it and reposition it. 

4. When you are satisfied with the position firmly press the exposed edge of the decal onto the vent ring 
then grab the opposite side of the transfer tape and gently stretch it over the vent like you are making a 
drum. 

5. Run your finger around the vent ring to press the vinyl onto it, ensuring there are no wrinkles. 
6. Slowly peel away the transfer tape from the exposed edge of vinyl, ensuring the vinyl is adhered to the 

vent ring and does not lift with the transfer tape. If it lifts with the tape firmly press it back down and try it 
again. 

7. With the transfer tape removed, slide your finger around the vinyl again. Any bubbles that exist should 
disappear in a 7-10 days. You can poke them with a pin to expedite this. 

8. Now slide your finger around the inside edge of the vent ring to press the vinyl down. Don’t press it 
completely down at once as this could result in wrinkles. Work on it slowly as you slide your finger around 
the ring, pressing it further down with each pass. TIP: Use the edge of the included business card or a thin 
plastic card (such as a gift card, not a credit card since they are too thick) to tuck the vinyl into the gap 
around the inside edge. 

 
Center Console Trim: 
 

1. Peel the transfer tape from the backing paper, ensuring the decal separates with the transfer tape. 
2. Holding both ends (front and rear, not the sides) of the transfer tape, alight the forward edge of the decal 

with the forward edge of the chrome trim (closest to the shifter). 



3. Slowly lay only the forward edge of the decal onto the chrome trim, ensuring the corners and forward 
edge cover the chrome without overlapping onto the black plastic. Do this lightly at first so that you can 
reposition the decal is needed. Do not allow the trailing end of the decal to contact the chrome trim yet. 

4. When you are happy with the position of the decal over the forward edge, firmly press the forward end of 
the transfer tape down so it is firmly adhered to the black plastic adjacent to the chrome trim. 

5. With the forward end firmly attached to the console, stretch the transfer tape over the opening (like 
making a drum) and align the trailing edge of the decal over the trailing edge and corners of the chrome 
trim piece, ensuring that the chrome is completely covered around the corners. 

6. Slide your finger around the chrome trim piece. Do this lightly at first, then again with a bit more pressure. 
DO NOT press down on the “drum” while doing this. Press down only on the upper surface where the 
chrome meets the black plastic.  

7. Slowly peel the transfer tape from the console, starting at one of the corners nearest the shifter. The 
decal should remain firmly adhered to the console trim. If the decal lifts with the transfer tape, press it 
back down and push the decal/transfer tape into the groove between the chrome and black plastic. You 
may need to wait about 30 minutes to let the vinyl naturally separate from the transfer tape, then try 
peeling the transfer tape back again. 

8. Now that the transfer tape is removed, slide your finger around the upper surface of the trim ring to 
endure the vinyl is adhered to it. DO NOT push the vinyl down over the inside edges yet. You need  to 
ensure the upper surface is firmly covered. 

9. Now you need to press the vinyl down onto the inside edge of the chrome trim. DO NOT slide your fingers 
across the inside edge. This may cause the vinyl to bunch up and wrinkle. Start with the corners by slowly 
sliding your finger down into corners labelled “1” in the attached diagram.  The vinyl will need to stretch a 
bit to conform to the corners so you may need to repeat this until the corner is firmly adhered.   

10. Repeat on corners 2, 3, and 4. On AT models, roll down the ‘outside’ corners where the round cupholder 
edge meets the straight. 

11. With the corners firmly adhered, work in ‘halves’ on the straight edges to roll the vinyl down onto the 
inside edges. Start from the middle of straight edge nearest the shifter (5) and roll your fingers down over 
the inside edge. I recommend using your thumb or two fingers. Then roll the sections 6 and 7 (halfway 
between the center section and the corners).  Repeat with the remaining inside edges until the decal is 
completely rolled down onto the inside edge. 

12. On AT models, do the same for the round section of the cupholder. Start at the rear-most trailing edge (6 
o’clock), then both sides (9 o’clock and 3 o’clock), and finally all sections in between. 

13. Now that the inside edges are covered, slide your finger around the entire edge of the trim piece, 
ensuring the decal is firmly adhered to the chrome. Any bubbles that exist will usually go away within a 
couple of weeks. You can poke them with a pin and then press down on them to expedite this. 

14. If any vinyl overhangs the outside edge of the trim, you can use the included business card or a thin plastic 
gift card to tuck the vinyl into the gap between the chrome trim and black plastic. 

 
Start Button Ring: 
 

1. Peel the transfer tape from the backing paper, ensuring the decal separates with the transfer tape. 

2. Holding the corners of the transfer tape, position your hands at the 9 and 3 o’clock position relative to the 
start button.  

3. Align the exposed edge of the decal with the edge of the chrome ring and ensure that no chrome is visible 
around the edges of the start button ring. If the decal lightly touches the ring in the wrong position you 
should be able to remove it and reposition it. 

4. When you are satisfied with the position firmly press the top edge of the decal onto the chrome ring then 
grab the opposite side of the transfer tape and stretch it over the start button like you are making a drum. 

5. Run your finger around the ring to press the vinyl onto it, ensuring there are no wrinkles. 
6. Slowly peel away the transfer tape starting from the exposed edge of vinyl, ensuring the vinyl is adhered 

to the chrome ring and does not lift with the transfer tape. 
7. With the transfer tape removed, slide your finger around the vinyl again.  



8. Now slide your finger around the inside edge of the start button ring to press the vinyl down. Don’t press 
it completely down at once as this could result in wrinkles. Work on it slowly as you slide your finger 
around the ring, pressing it further down with each pass. 

9. Run your finger around the outside edge of the chrome ring to press down any overhanging bits of vinyl. 
 

 
Shift Knob Trim 

1. The shift knob trim decal is installed dry. Attach a small piece of masking tape to the right end of the decal 
strip (the strip curves down like a smile) and lift it up to separate the decal from the backing paper. 

2. Working from the passenger side, apply the end of the decal strip to the front of the knob trim (facing the 
dashboard). 

3. Remove the masking tape. 
4. Slowly apply the decal around the shift knob trim from the passenger side, ensuring the chrome is 

completely covered and it does not wrinkle.  Pull the vinyl slightly as you apply it but not too much to 
cause it to stretch. 

5. When you get to the backside of the knob move to the driver side and continue applying the decal around 
the knob trim. 

6. When you get all the way around firmly hold down the decal on the front of the knob so there is a slight 
overlap where you started and pull the excess vinyl to snap it off. 

7. Run your finger around the decal to ensure it is completely adhered.  
 

Enjoy the new look of the your Tacoma’s interior! 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about installing these decals on your truck.  

Thanks for your business! 

Rich 
Support@TVDvinyldecals.com 



 


