
RAV4 EMBLEM INLAY DECAL INSTALLATION 
 
Thank you for your order!   
 

Please read the installation instruction completely before applying your vinyl decals.  
 

Proper cleaning and preparation of the surface prior to vinyl application is critical to the success of the decals. The 
following cleaning and surface preparation conditions must be followed immediately prior to application. Failure to 
adhere to these requirements can cause adhesion loss and therefore reduce the durability and performance of the 
decals. Use denatured or isopropyl alcohol (rubbing alcohol) and a lint free soft towel to clean the surface of the 
badges. Ensure that the badges are absolutely clean before applying the decals. 
 

These decals are installed dry via transfer tape (except the “4”). Slowly peel the transfer tape from the backing 
paper, ensuring that the vinyl letter separates from the paper and stays on the transfer tape.  
 

Holding the left and right sides of the transfer tape, center the decal over the corresponding emblem and slowly 
lay it down on the surface of the badge so that the chrome is barely visible around all the sides of the decal. Do this 
very carefully and slowly because once the decal contacts the surface of the badge it cannot be removed without 
damaging the decal. Don’t worry if it is not exactly centered. Slight variations in the decal positions are rarely 
noticeable. 
 

Firmly press down on the surface of the transfer tape to ensure the decal adheres to the emblem.  
 

Slowly peel the transfer tape back on itself at a 180 degree angle, ensuring that the vinyl does not lift up with the 
transfer tape. 
 

Use your fingers to press down on the edges of the decals to ensure they have adhered properly.  
 

Proceed to the next emblem. 
 

The “4” has an edge around the emblem, preventing the use of transfer tape, so it must be installed wet. 
 

1. Add 3-4 drops of dish soap to a small bowl of water and mix well.  
 

2. Using your finger “paint” the 4 emblem with the soap solution. 
 

3. Apply a small piece of masking tape (blue painter’s tape is recommended) to the edge of the 4 decal and 
lift up to cleanly separate the decal from the paper. DO NOT peel the decal like a sticker as this can 
damage the edge of the decal. 

 

4. While holding the tape, dip the decal into the soap solution.  
 

5. With wet fingers, gently remove the tape from the decal and apply it to the emblem. 
 

6. The soap solution will allow you to position the 4 perfectly within the edges of the emblem. 
 

7. When you are satisfied with the positon of the decal gently blot is with a soft towel to remove the 
moisture. The decal will adhere to the emblem as the soap solution dries. 

 

 
Toyota Logo Inlay 
 

To ensure proper alignment of the decals over the Toyota badges, you must use the “wet” application method to 
install the emblem.  
 

1. Make a soap solution by filling a spray bottle with water and adding several drops of dish soap. The soap 
solution will prevent the decal from sticking to itself and your fingers while you work with it.  

2. Thoroughly spray badge with the soap solution, ensuring that the entire letter is wet.  

3. Thoroughly spray the plate with the soap solution.  

4. With wet fingers gently lift the upper piece of transfer tape. The decal will lift with the transfer tape. Slowly 
separate upper part of the decal from the paper.  

5. While holding the transfer tape place the decal sheet face down on the wet plate.  

6. Very slowly peel the paper back from the decal, using your wet fingers to push the decal against the plate to 
keep its shape.  

7. The decal should now be completed separated from the paper, face down (sticky side up) on the plate, with the 
two pieces of transfer tape still stuck to it.  

8. Spray the badge and the decal to ensure they are thoroughly wet.  



9. Pick up the decal by the upper piece of transfer tape and place it on the badge, aligning the center portions of 
the decal over the center portions of the badge.  

10. Nudge the outer ring of the decal over the outer ring of the badge. It does not have to be perfect yet. We will 
work on that part after we align the center.  

11. Anchor the decal with your thumb and gently peel away the two pieces of transfer tape. Do it slowly so the 
vinyl does not stretch.  

12. Nudge the center portion of the decal so it is centered over the badge and blot it with the towel to remove the 
excess moisture. This will help the decal adhere to the badge. Lightly slide your finger across the decal to push out 
the remaining moisture.  

13. Now work on the outer ring, nudging it into place until it lays flat. Edges that are lifted slightly will begin to lay 
flat as the decal dries. If needed, you can lift the decal, spray it with the soap solution, and reposition it. Work 
slowly and dab/reposition the decal as needed to get it centered over the badge.  

14. When you are satisfied with the position of the decal very lightly run your fingers across it, ensuring you do not 
move the decal. Slightly increase finger pressure until all parts of the decal are lying flat on the badge.  

15. Gently dab the decal/badge with the soft towel to remove any access moisture.  
 
Please allow 24 hours for the vinyl decals to completely adhere to vehicle. Do not get the vinyl decals wet during 
this time. 
 

Enjoy the new look of your RAV4! 
 

Tips: 
 

1. Sit on the floor or chair in a comfortable position directly in front of the badge that you are working on. 
Try to avoid bending over or installing these from any angle which could affect centering them on each 
letter. 

2. When applying the decals holding the sides with your thumb and index fingers, rest the nails of your index 
fingers against the surface to steady your hand, then slooooowly rotate your index fingers out and your 
thumbs down to press the decal against the surface. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any issues or questions about installing these decals on your vehicle, 
or if you need additional decals. 
 

Thanks! 
 

Rich  
Support@tvdvinyldecals.com 


