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My name is Gary Abud, Jr., and I am the 2013-14 Michigan 
Teacher of the Year. I have been teaching high school science 
since 2007, and I am currently a principal of Mark Twain 
Elementary School in Fraser Public Schools near Detroit, MI.  
 
I recently had the opportunity to be part of a group of 100 
teachers from around the country selected to have a 
classroom strategy featured for a professional learning video 
series called Teaching Partners.  It's an up-and-coming 
resource for professional learning, but the strategy I chose to 
showcase in my feature was making student thinking visible 
(e.g., whiteboarding).  
 
Feel free to click above to take a look to help you get ideas on 
different ways to engage your students. 
 
 

“ 
. 

https://teachingpartners.com/strategy/create-dynamic-feedback-loops-that-inform-learning-by-making-student-thinking-visible-2/workshop/
http://teachingpartners.com/
https://teachingpartners.com/strategy/create-dynamic-feedback-loops-that-inform-learning-by-making-student-thinking-visible-2/


Introduction to Whiteboarding 

Authored by Michigan Teacher of the Year, Gary Abud 

Each fall, a new group of students rolls into my classroom, the vast majority 

of whom have not used whiteboards in class before. This necessitates one of 

my first responsibilities for the school year to be training the students on how 

to use whiteboards. For me, using whiteboards gives rise to a few key 

learning outcomes that will translate into skills used throughout the year in 

my class, including: 

 

•Engaging in student-led discourse 

•Carrying on productive and constructive conversations 

•Scrutinizing information (later to be empirical lab data) 

•Critiquing and developing arguments 

•Arriving at consensus 

•Drawing conclusions or developing models based on 

evidence 
 

http://www.facebook.com/arborsci/
http://twitter.com/arborsci


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Whiteboarding is a practice and needs training. To achieve buy-in 
with any students, especially struggling/reluctant learners, 
training within a low-risk environment is absolutely necessary 
before the process can be used to teach content.  Think about 
starting with a “Whiteboard Training Camp,” because it is like 
athletic conditioning to prepare students for the learning season.   
 
Also, institute norms for whiteboards, both in their creation and in 
the presentation of them during class discussions:  
  

One person talking at a time, not everyone talking over 
each other 
Nobody likes a know-it-all; telling isn’t teaching–ask 
questions instead of just telling someone 
Talk loudly enough to be heard by everyone else 
Talk to the entire group, not just the teacher 
Everyone claps after each board, and it’s a golf clap (via 
#TeamPhysics) 
Write legibly, with a darker color, and large enough to see 
across the room 

Get Student Buy In 

Tip One 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Whiteboarding is not just an activity or another way to go over 
homework; rather, it is a way to make thinking visible, to help 
students become more metacognitive and to reflect more on their 
own understanding. Of course, you don’t have to use modeling 
instruction to do whiteboarding, but you do have to use 
whiteboarding if you do modeling instruction.   
 
Whiteboarding sessions should be used as an opportunity for 
students to learn from mistakes and not merely just arrive at an 
answer. All too often, it is just about the right answer in school, 
and when students come to expect that, they can lose sight on the 
learning process and the underlying comprehension that 
underpins the right answer. This can be significantly helped if the 
teacher resists the urge to correct mistakes that students make on 
their whiteboards before presenting them when they are 
constructing their board; instead, let the mistake get presented 
and then fix it as a class through discourse.  
 
Never let a mistake proceed uncorrected during a whiteboarding 
session. 
 
 

 
 

Make Thinking Visible 

Tip Two 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions I typically ask are intended to draw out some of the 
following key take-aways from the activity: 
 

•What led you to your ideas is equally important as the ideas 
themselves 
 
•Our ideas can change as we get more information, especially if it 
comes from a perspective not previously considered 
 
•It is important to make your whiteboards clear and readable from a 
distance 
 
•In order for everyone to understand our points, we must ground our 
ideas in commonly available evidence 
 
•We critique ideas, not the people who express them, when we 
engage in discussion 
 
•Arriving at consensus is challenging but doable when we work 
together productively 
 
•Students are capable of being successful in sharing ideas, 
participating in class discussions, & thinking things through 

 

It’s about the process, not the answers; process leads to answers.
  

Ask Questions 

Tip Three 



 
 
 
 
 
 
You should test and complete the whiteboarding activity yourself 
beforehand,  or try it out with a group of colleagues, or even as an 
opening staff meeting activity. 
 
Click here to be emailed a story that Gary created to use with physics 
students for his Whiteboard Training Camp. Feel free to use it or adapt 
it for getting your students going with whiteboarding in the classroom. 

Test Activities 

Beforehand Yourself 

Tip Four  

Yes, send me Gary’s sample 
Whiteboarding Story 

https://arborsci.wufoo.com/forms/m1nbppof0bzfbrk/
https://arborsci.wufoo.com/forms/m1nbppof0bzfbrk/


 
 
 
 
 
 

Share your use of whiteboarding with us by adding 
the hashtag  #WhiteBoardTeaching on your social 

media posts that illustrate your unique story 
and/or teaching tip regarding using whiteboards in 

the classroom and you can win a free set of 6 
whiteboards for your classroom.   

WHITEBOARDING  
CHALLENGE  

#WhiteBoardTeaching  
 

View and vote here 

#WhiteBoardTeaching 
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Stay in touch by joining Arbor Scientific Social Communities  

https://whiteboard.hscampaigns.com/
https://whiteboard.hscampaigns.com/
https://whiteboard.hscampaigns.com/
https://whiteboard.hscampaigns.com/
https://whiteboard.hscampaigns.com/
https://whiteboard.hscampaigns.com/
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http://www.youtube.com/user/Arborscientific
https://arborsci.wufoo.com/forms/m1upbjds1kqeuc4/

