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SOLUTION
 PART - A
 1. (a) (i) 500 words per minute

(b) (iii) eyes
(c) (iv) all of these
(d) (i) putting the speaker at ease
(e) (iii) gets much more than what the speaker wants to say
(f ) (i) interpretation and evaluation
(g) (ii) making the speaker comfortable.
(h) (iv) none of these
(i) (ii) interpretation and evaluation of the speaker and the message
( j) (i) an art that can be cultivated
(k) (ii) obstacle
(l) (ii) the qualities of a good listener

 2. (a) (iii) social scientists
(b) (i) increase
(c) (i)	 financial	conditions
(d) (ii) data collected through direct observation 
(e) (i) Sweden
(f ) (ii) Zimbabwe
(g) (iii) economically stable countries account for a happier population
(h) (iv) 2014
(i) (ii) Russia
( j) (i) a rise in the happiness quotient
(k) (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
(l) (iii) 90

 3. (a) (ii) Hari
(b) (i) 25; 15
(c) (ii) The Lucknow Express
(d) (i) writer
(e) (ii) rupees 600

OR
(a) (i) Village Numberdar
(b) (iv)	 falling	off	a	cot
(c) (iii) she cried tears of joy
(d) (iii) prosperous
(e) (iv) 6
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 4. (a) (i) ruined
(b) (ii) falling of snow on his shoulder
(c) (iv) both (i) and (iii)
(d) (i) alliteration
(e) (iii) sorrow

OR
(a) (i) to attack a prey
(b) (i) that the tiger knows its power is restricted
(c) (ii) tiger in a zoo; tiger in a forest
(d) (iii) walking angrily
(e) (ii) alliteration

 5. (I) (a) (ii) an
(b) (i) a
(c) (iii) who
(d) (i) was
(e) (ii) ranged

(II) (a) (i) was
(b) (i) it had been a long time
(c) (ii) had been
(d) (i) was
(e) (ii) was
(f ) (iii) was
(e) (i) would

 PART - B
 6. Pragya Public School 

Nangal, Punjab

13 September 20XX

The Managing Director
Mount Travels and Tourism 
Punjab

Subject: Stop duping tourists with false promises

Respected sir/madam,
Through this letter, I would like to file a complaint against your travel agency. Your agents had 
arranged a trip to Nainital for Pragya Public School. You promised that you would provide us with 
the best package but unfortunately it did not meet our expectations. 
The seats of the bus were uncomfortable. We booked a bus for 40 students but you provided us 
a mini bus of 30 seats. Many students had to travel standing. Even the refreshments given to the 
students seemed stale and unhealthy. Moreover, the accommodation arrangements were far from 
satisfactory and had no proper ventilation. The supervisors were not willing to serve. Many of them 
used abusive language with us. 
Your high profile leaflet duped us. In practice, it has no existence. I request you to lodge my complaint 
and look into the discrepancies of your agency.

Yours sincerely
Sujal / Sujata Ahuja
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OR
321/3, Anand Vihar 
Jaipur

15th July 20XX

The Municipal Commissioner
Jaipur Municipal Corporation
Jaipur

Subject: Unsanitary conditions in the city

Respected sir/madam
Through this letter, I wish to draw your attention to the poor sanitary conditions in the city. 
Sanitation in India is a multifold problem. Poor urban planning is compounded by migrations to 
cities, which increases the slum population. Water scarcity, inadequate rural infrastructure, illiteracy, 
and homelessness are some problems to consider. To tackle all these problems, the following steps 
should be implemented.
For tackling migration, appropriate city planning is needed. The authorities need to ensure clean 
water and sanitation services in all houses. The government can also establish multiple public 
toilets, which will prevent public defecation that spread infections.
Processing of sewage can help in multiple ways as the residual organic waste can be separated from 
the water and be used for creating organic fertilisers. This also helps to decrease water pollution.
I hope your department will take these suggestions into consideration and improve our condition.

Yours sincerely
Nitish / Nikita

 7.  Spending Habits
Lifestyle magazine conducted a survey to analyse the spending habits of people from March-April. 
The spending pattern fluctuates with each month, but expenditure on utilities gets the lion’s share. 
In January, people spend the most on entertainment when welcoming the new year. People also 
spend on dining out, buying utilities and household goods. In February, with exams round the corner, 
the focus shifts to studies and people spend less on entertainment. With the financial year and the 
academic year ending in March, people again spend on dining out and entertainment to celebrate 
their victories. The one constant is that each month, a big chunk of money goes towards buying 
utilities. While the spending on household items varies each month, it does not have a big share of 
the spending. The one thing that is constant is the spending power of the middle classes.

OR
Utilities or Necessities?

The bar chart shows the result of a survey conducted in 2010 - 2019 indicating percentages 
of utilities being used by the households. The chart clearly shows that television was the most 
popular utility item. The fascination for TV remains steadfast with channels to suit each person's 
temperament and taste. The increasing sales of vacuum cleaners and washing machines are clear 
pointers that doing such chores manually remain difficult. Refrigerators appeared to have gained 
popularity among the poor. The telephone gained popularity with people ready to spend on this 
necessity. However, despite the new variety of cars, the sales did not show an upward trend. The 
high cost might be a deterrent. Purchase of central heating was limited to the rich. However, 
the sales did pick up and showed improvement from 1997 and by 2000 as almost 50% of the 
households had it.

 8. (a) As the storm hit, the author realised that his compass wasn’t working and he had no way of 
escaping when help appeared in the form of the black aeroplane and the pilot was eager to 
help the author. The author was following the black aeroplane in order to reach his destination 
safely.
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(b) The poet Robert Frost believed that the end of the world will happen because of fire, which 
symbolises desire, and if the world had to end twice, then ice, symbolising hatred, is equally 
powerful as there is enough hatred in the world. This hatred will destroy the world.

(c) The little boy is distraught at the loss of his ball. He cherished the ball as he had some great 
times with it. The poet is moved seeing the boy’s misery. However, he does not comfort or help 
the boy because he feels that this loss would teach the boy to be responsible and take better 
care of his things.

(d) Hari Singh was a thief who had not had much luck in his work lately. He approached Anil with 
the intention of robbing him, as he seemed to be a simple man. According to Hari, winning Anil’s 
confidence looked like an easy task.

(e) Bholi’s first day of school brought a hope of a new life. She found a loving and kind teacher. The 
teacher inspired her, gave her a book and had made Bholi feel confident about herself.

(f ) Richard had a rare honour at the age of twenty two. He wrote an article with his friend about a 
theory of how cells work. The article was published in the scientific journal ‘Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Science.’ No one had achieved this at such a young age before him.

 9. (a) In the beginning, Lencho was very happy and satisfied to have received the letter. But when he 
counted the money and found it less, he became very angry. He wrote another letter to God, 
demanding thirty more pesos and to send the money directly to him as the postal officials had 
stolen it as they were a bunch of crooks. 

(b) The seagull’s whole family had flown away and he was standing alone. So, to attract his  
mother’s attention, he stood on the brink of the ledge on one leg with the other leg hidden       
under his wing. He closed one eye and pretended to be falling asleep.

(c) Maddie hoped that they would find Wanda because she wanted to tell her that they were 
sorry that they had teased her and the school thought that she was wonderful. She wanted 
to request Wanda to return to their school. She wanted to assure her that everybody would be 
nice to her, and Peggy and she would fight anybody who would not be nice to her.

(d) Richard would catch a female monarch, take their eggs, and raise them in his basement 
through their life cycle, from egg to caterpillar to pupa to adult butterfly. Then he would tag 
the butterflies’ wings and let them go.

(e) The household dogs surged round the vet to have a look at Tricki. However, when Tricki looked 
at the noisy pack with his dull eyes, the dogs sniffed around him for a few minutes and decided 
that he was an uninteresting object. They ignored him thereafter.

(f ) Jeanne was astonished to see Matilda as she could not recognise her, as she seemed an old 
and worn out poor woman contrary to the beautiful and joyous lady she had been in the past.

 10. On her journey to the town, Valli laughed with glee when she saw a young cow, tail high in the 
air, running right in the middle of the road,in front of the bus. The more the bus honked, the more 
frightened the cow became and it galloped faster right in front of the bus. Valli found this to be very 
funny, and she laughed and laughed until there were tears in her eyes. However, while returning, 
she saw the same young cow lying on the road as it had been struck by some fast moving 
vehicle. Valli was immediately filled with sadness. The lovable, beautiful creature looked horrible 
as it lay dead with a fixed stare. The memory of the dead cow haunted her and dampened her  
enthusiasm. 

OR
Natalya is a good looking educated girl of 25 and a good housekeeper. However, she is short-
tempered and cantankerous. She is desperate to fall in love. According to Lomov, she does not seem 
educated as she is abusive and cannot control her speech. She quarrels with Lomov over meadows 
as she says that she does not like unfairness but when she comes to know that Lomov had come 
to propose to her, she changes her attitude and regrets losing an opportunity. She is, therefore, an 
opportunist. When Lomov returns, she begins all over again to fight with him on the issue of their 
respective dogs. This tells the reader that she has a compulsive habit of quarreling. She also seems 
to be of a dominating nature as she puts down Lomov with her zestful arguing and agitation. 
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 11. Richard had become bored collecting butterflies. His mother got him a book on the migration of 
butterflies. He came in contact with Dr. Urquhart through the book. Dr. Urquhart directed him to 
study the migration pattern of butterflies.
When he did not win any prize in the science fair in seventh grade, he again wrote to Dr. Urquhart to 
guide him. The scientist gave him many suggestions for new experiments. Richard performed these 
experiments throughout the high school and won many prizes. Later, he worked on why bright 
spots are found on a monarch pupa, motivated by Dr. Urquhart. It led to the discovery of a new 
hormone. The discovery of this new hormone further led to an important theory. The theory was 
about how cells read their DNA. In this way, Dr. Urquhart proved to be his true mentor.

OR
Mr. and Mrs. Hall were up early one morning. They saw the scientist’s door wide open for the first 
time. They became very curious and did not want to miss the opportunity of investigating the 
scientist’s room. The clothes and bandages of the stranger were lying about the room. However, 
all of a sudden, Mrs. Hall heard a sniff close to her ear. Then the hat leapt up  and dashed into her 
face. The chair in the bedroom became alive and rushed at her. She and her husband were terrified. 
The chair pushed both of them out of the door and it slammed shut behind them. Mrs. Hall was 
convinced that the room was haunted by spirits and the stranger had somehow caused the spirits 
to enter her furniture.
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SOLUTION
 PART - A
 1. (a) (ii)	 sacrifice	of	ego

(b) (iv)	 both	humans	and	animals
(c) (i)	 ego
(d) (ii)	 it	gets	rid	of	stress	and	negativity
(e) (ii)	 speech,	thought	and	actions
(f ) (ii)	 different	rules	according	to	place
(g) (i)	 in	social	etiquettes
(h) (iii)	 options	(A)	and	(D)
(i) (i)	 politeness
( j) (ii)	 well-bred
(k) (ii)	 slight
(l) (ii)	 diversity

 2. (a) (iii)	 the	Dark	Ages
(b) (i)	 	at	Lords
(c) (ii) 1877
(d) (iii)	 50	overs
(e) (ii) 1983
(f ) (i)	 an	obituary	 in	a	newspaper	 read	 that	 the	ashes	of	 the	English	 cricket	would	be	 taken	 to	 

	 Australia
(g) (i)	 Sri	Lanka
(h) (i)	 limited	overs	matches
(i) (i)	 urn
( j) (i) 1878
(k) (iii)	 Lords
(l) (ii)	 it	tested	skills	and	patience

 3. (a) (iv)	 spreading	rumours	and	lying
(b) (iii)	 unfairness	
(c) (iii)	 their	pet	dogs
(d) (iv)	 Natalie
(e) (i) 300 roubles

OR
(a) (i)	 his	wings	spread	outwards.	
(b)	 (ii)	 she	was	proud	of	him	and	made	a	lot	of	noise	
(c)	 (ii)	 soaring	
(d)	 (iii)	 seized	
(e)	 (iii)	 they	began	flying	around	him	
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 4. (a) (i)	 The	Tale	of	Custard	the	Dragon	by	Ogden	Nash
(b) (iv)	 they	are	pets	
(c) (iv)	 rage	
(d) (i)	 a	bear
(e) (i)	 tiger

OR
(a) (iii)	 she	thinks	she	is	
(b)	 (iv)	 because	the	poets	wants	to	stress	on	the	speaker’s	imagination	
(c)	 (iv)	 so	she	can	roam	freely
(d)	 (ii)	 because	it	is	precious	
(e)	 (ii)	 bare	

 5. (I) (a) (i)	 and
(b) (iv)	 to
(c) (ii)	 the 
(d) (iii) a
(e) (i)	 all

(II) (a) (ii)	 organised
(b) (ii)	 were
(c) (iii)	 thronged
(d) (iii)	 seemed
(e)	 (ii)	 heard
(f )	 (iv)	 looked

 PART - B
 6. 124, Vivek Vihar 

New Delhi

15th March 20XX

The Editor
The Hindustan Times 
Kasturba Gandhi Marg 
New Delhi

Subject: Rise in the prices of edible items

Respected Sir/Madam,
Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I would like to draw your attention towards a steep 
increase in the prices of essential commodities like pulses, onions and oils, over the past few days.
The first reason for this rise is black marketing and hoarding at various levels. Traders stock goods, 
curb supply, and create an artificial scarcity of goods, due to which the supply decreases and the 
price rises. People in the lower and middle income groups are affected the most by this as they 
have limited income and are not able to spend so much on these commodities. At the same time, 
they cannot do without such essential commodities. 
I would be grateful to you if you help us in raising this problem in front of the concerned authorities 
so that such a situation can be controlled soon. Kindly do the needful at the earliest.

Yours truly,
Pranjal / Praneeta
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OR
10, Green Park
New Delhi

4th June 20XX

The Director
The Institute of Foreign Languages
New Delhi

Subject: Enquiry about language certificate course

Dear sir/madam
With reference to your advertisement in the Times of India, dated 31st May 20XX, I wish to enquire 
about your certificate course in foreign languages.
I am interested in applying for the certificate course in Japanese and request you to share the 
following details:
• Duration of the course
• Class timings and frequency 
• Fee structure and option for instalments
• Faculty experience. Will the classes be held on one on one basis or are there more students?
• Any discount for meritorious students?
• Will the certificate be recognised internationally?
• Does the institute provide a transportation facility?
I will be grateful if you would respond at the earliest to help me with the decision. It would be 
immensely helpful if the details could be shared on my mail id varunkp26@hotmail.com.
Looking forward to a positive response.

Yours sincerely
Vishal / Veena

 7.  Logged in - But Not Safe
By	Dipin	/	Vidya

We live in a world where everything is just a click away. The power of social media spans personal 
and professional fronts. However, with time, the number of cyber crimes have more than doubled 
from 2013 to 2015.
The most vulnerable are teenagers and elders. It is easy for criminals and predators to dupe them. 
Children fall prey to cyber bullying which can lead to depression. These are just a few examples of 
how dangerous social media can be for children. It is imperative that parents keep a close eye on 
what websites their children are accessing.
The elderly are also easy targets as criminals befriend them, take all their information and steal 
their money by hacking into their accounts. The bar graph clearly shows the exponential increase 
in the number of cyber crimes, which was negligible in 2011. It's time we take steps for our own 
safety.

OR
Social Media - Your Guide to the World

The bar graph is a clear representation of the way social media affects our choices. We have 
become attuned to checking social media before taking any decision, be it which movie to watch 
or where to live. 
Before investing in any product, we research and then base our decision on the reviews or visiting 
the site and chatting with a bot. Almost 30% of our decisions regarding a purchase come from 
interacting with chatbots. If that is not enough, the videos get to us nearly 25% of the time. Text 
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messages espousing a product’s quality also tempt us  to purchase around 15%. The appeal of live 
shopping channels is high as well, nearing 20% according to the graph It is safe to say that social 
media has proven to be a blessing for many by providing a reliable option for consumers.  

 8. (a) Nelson Mandela said so because the oppressed were robbed when they suffered and the 
oppressor had to kill the good within himself/herself before doing anything cruel to the other 
people. 

(b) The narrator had expected a sweet and simple country village but when he reached New 
Mullion, he saw that its streets were rivers of mud, with rows of wooden shops either painted 
sour brown or not painted at all. 

(c) Ramlal was more worried about Bholi because she was the weakest child in their family, who 
stammered as well. He was also worried about her ugliness because of the pockmarks all over 
her body. He felt that no one would marry Bholi as she was dumb and ugly.

(d)  Peggy knew that she had behaved badly with Wanda, but she did not want to accept that  So, 
in order to make herself feel better, Peggy said that she had indirectly helped Wanda design 
the dresses as she kept asking her about them. This, according to Peggy, motivated Wanda to 
design the dresses.

(e) Hari Singh was not fully honest with Anil. Whenever Anil gave him money to buy utilities, Hari 
would always keep some amount with him and thus, despite Anil’s efforts to change Hari’s life, 
he could not control his innate nature.

(f ) The poet Robert Frost uses ice as a symbol of hatred which can make our minds numb. Such 
cold thoughts and reasoning make us insensitive and cruel. So, the poet thinks that ‘ice’ or ‘hate’ 
can be a strong cause for the destruction of this world.

 9. (a) The writer was flying his old Dakota aeroplane when he saw the black clouds. He was lost in the 
storm. Suddenly, he saw a black aeroplane, which had no lights on its wings. The pilot instructed 
the narrator to follow him and the narrator obeyed him like a child. After some time, the pilot of 
the other plane started to land. The narrator followed him blindly through the storm and came 
out of the clouds. He saw the lights of the runway and landed safely.

(b)  In the poem, the “dust of snow” means a freckle of snow, which looks like the little white flowers 
found on the hemlock tree. This dust of snow changed the poet’s mood. He was sad earlier and 
this little thing changed his mood to that of joy.

(c) The postmaster was initially amused to see the letter, but then he was moved by Lencho’s 
faith in God. He decided to collect money to ensure that Lencho’s faith was not shaken. He 
contributed money from his own salary and asked his friends and other employees to help. He 
managed to collect seventy pesos.

(d)  Matilda always longed for a life of luxury and wealth. She immersed herself in the life of 
glamour. She borrowed a necklace when invited to a party, but lost it. She and her husband 
worked day and night to pay for the necklace. Therefore, it is always better to be satisfied with 
what you have.

(e) Griffin had managed to stay invisible but one day, he stepped in some mud, making him leave 
footprints as he walked. His footprints were seen by two boys. They followed him as long as 
the prints were visible. After getting rid of the boys, he went into a big London store to put on 
some warm clothes. Once the store was shut, he got dressed. He put on shoes, an overcoat and 
a wide-brimmed hat which made him visible to the people who came to work at the store the 
next day.

(f ) According to the author, for any aspiring scientist, it is necessary to have a sharp, inquisitive 
mind. A person desirous of becoming a scientist must always retain scientific curiosity just like 
Ebright. Curiosity to learn and discover new things and the zeal to stay ahead of others fuel a 
person’s will to become a scientist.

 10. Kisa Gotami, the mother of an only son, was grief-stricken when he died. Initially, she only thought 
about her grief and was, therefore, asking for a medicine that would bring her son back to life. When 
she met the Buddha, he asked her to get a handful of mustard seeds from a house where no one 
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had died. He asked her to do such a task purposely to make her realise that there was not a single 
house where no beloved had ever died and that death is natural. When she went to all the houses 
for the second time, she felt dejected that she could not gather the mustard seeds. Then, when she 
sat and thought about it, she realised that the fate of men is such that death is common to all. This 
was what Buddha had intended her to understand.  

OR
On her journey to the town, Valli laughed with glee when she saw a young cow, tail high in the 
air, running right in the middle of the road. The more the bus honked, the more frightened the cow 
became and it galloped faster right in front of the bus. Valli found this to be very funny, and she 
laughed and laughed till there were tears in her eyes. However, on her return journey, she saw 
the same young cow lying on the road as it was struck by some fast moving vehicle. Valli was 
immediately overcome with sadness. The lovable, beautiful creature looked horrible as it lay dead 
with a fixed stare. The memory of the dead cow haunted her and dampened her enthusiasm. 

 11. Unlike Ramlal’s other children, Bholi was not healthy and strong. She was treated differently from 
her siblings, not only by the villagers but also by her parents. However, her teacher brought a new 
ray of hope in Bholi’s life. She was very encouraging which made her gain confidence to speak. After 
years of gaining education with the help of her teacher, Bholi turned into a confident girl. She no 
longer stammered. She even had the courage to refuse to marry a lame old man because of his 
greed. Her father worried about her marriage, but she said that he need not worry, as she would 
teach in the same school where she had learnt so much and would take care of her parents in their 
old age. This is how the education and love of her teacher transformed Bholi.

OR
In this story, Surgery is a hospital for sick dogs. Surgery also refers to medical aid in allopathy. The 
title refers to both these meanings. 
Tricki is Mrs. Pumphrey’s dog. When it falls ill, Mrs. Pumphrey is extremely sad and worried. She calls 
the author, who is also a veterinary surgeon. He takes Tricki to Surgery. He regulates Tricki’s diet and 
makes him run with other dogs. Soon enough, Tricki starts responding to the treatment at Surgery. 
So, the importance of the hospital Surgery is clear. The chapter is all about this. The author wants 
to tell the readers that with discipline in life and the right amount of food and exercise, we would 
stay healthy and this itself would be a triumph of medical science. Hence, ‘A Triumph of Surgery’ is 
an apt title for this story.
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SOLUTION
 PART - A
 1. (a) (iv) all of these

(b) (iii)	 an	individual’s	talent	and	effort
(c) (i)	 it	makes	it	easier	to	learn
(d) (ii)	 they	are	able	to	use	their	skill	set	better
(e) (ii)	 you	are	able	to	pull	out	information	for	the	question
(f ) (iii)	 enhance	your	knowledge
(g) (ii)	 in	accepting	novel	ideas
(h) (i)	 that	they	will	run	out	of	creative	ideas
(i) (ii)	 reflects
( j) (ii)	 reality
(k) (iv) enhance
(l) (iii)	 run	out

 2. (a) (ii)	 fulcrum
(b) (i)	 solve	their	problems
(c) (iii)	 investment	in	research	and	education
(d) (iii)	 learning	and	problem	solving
(e) (iii)	 government
(f ) (ii)	 filled	with	risks
(g) (i) 25%
(h) (iii)	 chatbots
(i) (ii)	 calibration	technology
( j) (ii)	 rejuvenation 
(k) (iv)	 develop	methods	to	propagate	the	well-being	of	people	and	nature
(l) (i)	 include	problem	solving	in	the	learning	process

 3. (a) (iv)	 beckoning
(b) (iv)	 he	had	floated	on	water	for	a	long	time
(c) (i)	 falling
(d) (ii)	 going	up	and	down
(e) (iv)	 he	had	made	his	maiden	flight

OR
(a) (i)	 observer
(b) (iii)	 by	buying	science	related	material
(c) (iv)	 curious	and	intelligent
(d) (iv) all of these
(e) (ii)	 he	became	a	scientist

14
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 4. (a) (ii)	 free	in	the	jungle.
(b) (i)	 chubby
(c) (iii)	 forest	greens
(d) (ii)	 it	is	easy	to	find	a	prey
(e) (ii)	 in	a	cage	in	a	zoo

OR
(a) (ii)	 it	will	end	in	fire	or	ice
(b) (iii)	 he	stands	with	those	who	are	with	desire
(c) (iv)	 debate	between	the	mode	of	destruction
(d) (iii)	 both	can	destroy	the	world
(e) (ii)	 abaa

 5. (I) (a) (iii)	 emerged
(b) (i)	 was
(c) (iii) an
(d) (ii) facts
(e) (i)	 are

(II) (a) (ii) some
(b) (i) some
(c) (ii) any
(d) (iii) any
(e) (i) some
(f ) (iv) any
(g) (i) any, some

 PART - B
 6. Ramesh Nagar, 

New Delhi 

25th March 20XX

Mr. Rishi Singh Bedi 
Zambo Electronics 
Naraina, Delhi, 110254

Subject: Complaint against Samsung Android phone

Respected sir/madam
I am writing to inform you about the faulty mobile phone purchased from your store. 
On 1st March 20XX, I bought a Samsung mobile from your store. However, within a week, problems 
started to appear. The flash of the camera stopped working. The screen too got blurry which made 
it difficult for me to view anything clearly. I was very surprised to discover such problems in such 
an expensive model. I have returned the mobile phone to your store to be replaced with a new one. 
Your sales staff promised to send a new set to my home within one week. However, two weeks 
have passed and I haven’t received any replacement. As a regular customer, I am very upset with 
your poor service.
I insist on getting a full refund if the replacement does not arrive within the next week.

Yours sincerely
Dhruv / Dhriti Kharbanda
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OR
25/4, Bikas Apartments
Seemapuri
New Delhi

25th January20XX

The Editor
The Hindustan Times
New Delhi

Subject: Concern over pollution in Yamuna

Respected sir/madam
Through the esteemed columns of your daily, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned 
authorities and the public towards the increasing pollution of Yamuna. Rivers in India are revered 
for being sacred. However, they are being polluted due to open sewage drains, lack of sufficient 
sewage treatment plants, soil erosion, garbage dumping, etc. 
58% of New Delhi’s waste goes into the river. The underground water in Delhi and in cities along 
the Yamuna is getting polluted due to water pollution.
The government must install more sewage treatment plants (STPs) and effluent treatment 
plants (ETPs), and also start environmental cleanliness campaigns. The public also has to take the 
responsibility of not throwing anything in the river for the sake of rituals. I hope the concerned 
authorities and the people of Delhi will take required measures now to prevent the situation from 
worsening further.

Yours sincerely
Saumya / Sambit

 7.  More Cars, More pollution
With newer models and the improved financial health of the middle class, owning a car has become 
a status symbol on top of being a basic requirement. The market share shows that almost all 
brands have an equal share. Although buyers have shown more inclination towards Hyundai, 
Maruti and Tata manage to hold their ground owing to their quality and after services. This may 
be wonderful news for the economy, but this has a negative impact on the environment. The impact 
is clearly visible in traffic congestion and the choked environment. Vehicles emit harmful gases and 
more vehicles means more harmful gases. People must understand their responsibility towards the 
environment and make sure they take their cars out only for long distances. Walk where you can 
and carpool as much as possible. It is possible to boost the economy and protect the environment 
simultaneously. 

OR
Stop Gender Bias
By	Shreyas	/	Shreyasi

New inventions and discoveries highlight the development of the human race. However, some of us 
still live in the Dark Age when it comes to gender equality.
A survey conducted by the UN Population Fund brought to the fore the skewed sex-ratio of India. 
The biggest reasons for this are illiteracy and unawareness. People in both rural and urban areas 
still believe that a woman’s place is in the kitchen, while a man goes out to earn. This leads to 
female foeticide. The government stepped declared sex-determination a crime but it made little 
difference. Kerala is the only state that has a ratio that is in sync with nature’s decree. This may be 
attributed to its high literacy rate. 
Women must lead this movement of ensuring equality for each other. Laws should be strictly 
implemented and parents must welcome girls with the love they show for a boy. 
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 8. (a) Animals are placid and self-contained. They worry neither about their condition nor their sins. 
They are not dissatisfied, respectable, unhappy, or demented with the  mania of owning things. 
Therefore, Walt Whitman feels more at home with them. 

(b) Peggy was the most popular and the prettiest girl in school. She could be kind one moment and 
make fun of someone at the next. She was also a good artist. She was not consistent because 
she protected children from bullies and cried when animals were ill-treated, but made fun of 
Wanda herself.

(c) Amanda’s parents told her not to bite her nails, hunch her shoulders or eat chocolates. They 
asked her to finish her homework and tidy her room. However, Amanda would slip into her own 
world of imagination where she was able live her life in her own way.

(d) Bholi was quite a neglected child at home, which is evident from many inferences in the story. 
She was always passed on dresses of her elder sisters. No one cared to bathe her, oil her hair 
or wash her clothes. The neglect was probably due to the fact that she was the youngest in a 
household of seven children. It might also be that she failed to draw attention and affection of 
her parents because of her disadvantageous looks or her physical setbacks. 

(e) Matilda Loisel considered herself born for a luxurious life. However, she was married to a petty 
clerk and led a simple life. Her fantasy and overambitious dreams made her aspire for things 
which she could ill-afford. This finally led her to her misery and ruin.

(f ) Mrs. Hall felt that Griffin was strange because he had an uncommon appearance. He did not 
talk much, had an irritable temper and strange habits. Mrs. Hall, however, excused him because 
he had paid her in advance.

 9. (a) According to the Buddha,  everything that is born will come to its end. Wise people neither weep 
nor grieve as death is the ultimate truth. He believed that there very few people who accept this 
truth and only men who neither weep nor grieve the loss are wise.

(b) The narrator wanted to reach home for breakfast. Despite the bad weather, he decided to 
fly home and was soon caught in the bad weather. All the instruments in the plane began 
malfunctioning. It was pitch dark and when he had lost all hope, a black plane appeared out of 
nowhere and the pilot asked him to follow his plane. The narrator did so like an obedient child 
and landed safely. It was probably his imagination and the desire to reach home that guided  
him.

(c) Lencho was absolutely certain that God would respond and help him out. He accepted the 
letter from the postmaster, expecting to find the exact amount he had asked God for. He was 
upset that there were only seventy pesos in it. His absolute faith in God made him refuse to 
believe that his request would not be fulfilled. The irony was that he believed the post office 
employees had cheated, whereas they were the ones who had contributed their hard earned 
money to help him.

(d) Oliver Lutkins was the hack driver. The narrator was taken in by his simplicity and pleasant 
appearance. Lutkins gave a false name and introduced himself as Bill and fooled the narrator 
by taking him to all the places where he could find Lutkins but missed him each time. He had a 
good understanding with the town folks who also helped him in befooling the lawyer.

(e) Hari Singh was a petty thief who was going through a rough patch and had run out of luck in 
his work recently. He approached Anil with the sole intention of robbing him, as he seemed to 
be an easygoing and simple man. According to Hari, he could win Anil’s confidence without any 
trouble. 

(f ) When Mr. Loisel showed his wife the invitation for the big party, she found another reason to 
complain. Instead of giving in to her demands, if he had tried to explain things to her, things 
could have been better. When she lost the necklace, if he had advised her to tell the truth, they 
could have avoided all the misery. 

 10. Mandela meant different things by boyhood freedom and the freedom he enjoyed as a young man. 
As a boy, Mandela was free to run to the fields and swim in the stream. He was not troubled as 
long as he obeyed the laws and his parents. However, a man has to work for his parents, wife, and 
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children. He always finds himself under bondage. As a youth, Nelson Mandela realised that this 
freedom had been seized from him. With the advancement of age and experience, he felt that not 
only his freedom but also the freedom of every person was curtailed. He embosomed the hunger 
for freedom for all. He desired that all people of his country should live with dignity and self respect. 
He considered freedom as indivisible. 

OR
Freedom is the law of nature. The idea of freedom has always been cherished by all and efforts of 
the greatest extent are made in this regard. We read about great leaders who laid down their lives 
to make their countries free. Every animal or human being wants to live freely. They do not want to 
live in cages or in confinement. Nature also joins in this fight. The trees present a conflict between 
man and nature. They do not want to remain in the house. Their roots and branches are struggling 
to come out  of the floor as well as the roof of the house. We can thus conclude that freedom is 
the greatest passion enjoyed by all.

 11. In the story ‘Triumph of Surgery’, Mrs. Pumphrey is a kind lady and an animal lover.  She loves her 
dog Tricki like a mother and gives him all possible comforts. However, she is not a very wise woman 
because she indulges her dog so much that her dog falls sick and has to be treated by a vet. She 
does not understand her folly, and when Tricki is at the hospital, she keeps sending eatables which 
are not required. So, the people at the hospital have a good time eating them instead of Tricki. 
On the other hand, the vet was not only competent but also full of wisdom and common sense. 
He treated Tricki, who was at the verge of collapsing, in a unique manner. He did not perform any 
surgery on him but brought Tricki under a strict and regimental routine.It worked miraculously for 
Tricki and he not only became well but also learnt to mingle with other dogs. The vet, therefore, 
proved to be a blessing for Tricki.

OR
Mr. and Mrs. Hall were up early one morning. They saw the scientist’s door wide open for the first 
time. They became very curious and did not want to miss the opportunity to investigate his room. 
The clothes and bandages of the stranger were lying about the room. However, all of a sudden 
Mrs. Hall heard a sniff close to her ear. Then the hat leapt up and dashed into her face. The chair in 
the bedroom became alive and rushed at her. The chair pushed both of them out of the door and 
the door slammed shut behind them. She and her husband were terrified. Mrs. Hall was convinced 
that the room was haunted by spirits and the stranger had somehow caused the spirits to possess 
her furniture.
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SOLUTION
 PART - A
 1. (a) (iii) to pray at home and school

(b) (i) they are our providers and mentors
(c) (iii) to learn about life
(d) (ii) to help us distinguish between right and wrong
(e) (iv) both scriptures and our surroundings can teach us
(f ) (iii) it changes course or tries to remove it 
(g) (iii) they are our helpers and make life easy
(h) (i) it teaches valuable lessons
(i) (ii) guided
( j) (ii) enquire
(k) (iii) progressive
(l) (i) harmony

 2. (a) (ii)  Virender Sehwag
(b) (iii) 1948
(c) (iii) Bharat Ratna
(d) (iv) Hockey Wizard
(e) (iii) The National Stadium
(f ) (ii) 1905
(g) (ii) three
(h) (iii) Dhyan Chand Award
(i) (iii) National Stadium in 2002
( j) (ii) 6
(k) (ii) all sportspersons who excel in sports and work for its betterment throughout their life
(l) (ii) Tendulkar being awarded the same

 3. (a) (iii) she could empathise with Wanda
(b) (iv) she felt guilty and sick
(c) (ii) coward
(d) (ii) she felt sick and could not concentrate
(e) (ii) laughing at Wanda

OR
(a) (iv) pretended to sleep
(b) (ii) he kept grooming himself
(c) (iii) scrapped
(d) (iii)	 flat	and	raised	area	higher	than	the	surrounding	area
(e) (ii)	 to	entice	him	to	fly

15
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 4. (a) (ii) room
(b) (i) her mother
(c) (iii) homework
(d) (iii) Robin Klein
(e) (iii) imagines herself without her parents

OR
(a) (ii) the craze for possessions
(b) (iii) they lack the desire for possessions
(c) (ii) demented
(d) (ii) other animals
(e) (i) praying

 5. (I) (a) (ii) breeding
(b) (ii)	 keep	overflowing
(c) (i) were asked
(d) (ii) disposed
(e) (i) are

(II) (a) (i) if she could borrow her English textbook, First Flight.
(b) (iii) Malvika what had happened to her textbook.
(c) (i)	 she	could	not	find	it.
(d) (iv) She could take hers and asked when she would return it
(e) (i) She would return it the following/next day.
(f ) (i) requested her to do that
(g) (iii) she had to prepare for the unit test

 PART - B
 6. 186, K. K. Nagar 

Chennai-600026

20th March 20XX

The Editor 
The Hindustan Times
Chennai

Subject: Importance of Educating the girl child

Respected sir/madam
Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I would like to draw your attention towards women 
education in our country. Girls are discriminated against and not provided quality education. In 
some cases, they don’t even have the option to ask for it. However, it’s time we adopt a new and 
healthy culture. There is a saying that if a man is educated, he is educated himself but if a woman is 
educated, the whole family is educated. An educated woman emerges as a dutiful lady, is equipped 
with moral values, generates income, and also helps her family.
Government policy should make primary and secondary education compulsory for every child 
National Committee on Women’s Education is enforcing compulsory education and the creation of 
a social climate in villages to enrol all girls in school. Thus, I request you to help create awareness 
to tackle the issue.

Yours faithfully,
Akanksha / Ankit
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OR
101/6 Nova Apartments
Ambala

1st April 20XX

The Director
Sure Success Classes
Chandigarh

Subject: Enquiry about IIT-JEE coaching

Respected sir/madam
This is with reference to your advertisement in the Indian Express dated 30th March 20XX about 
IIT-JEE coaching, I wish to enquire about the same.
I would be grateful if you could share the following details with me:
• Procedure for applying and date of the screening test
• Duration of the course
• Frequency of classes per week
• Fee structure and the instalment facility
• Hostel facility for outstation students
I am aware of the great reputation your prime institute holds in the field of coaching for competitive 
exams and also the success rate. This has guided my decision to enrol in your reputed institution. I 
would be grateful if you would share the details with me at the earliest to facilitate my enrolment.

Yours sincerely
Aditya S 

 7.  Reading Habit - A Matter of Choice
By Radha R

A survey was conducted in the school for students of classes 5 to 12, to help understand their 
reading choices and place a new order for the library. One thing is clear, the habit of reading is 
thriving and this is definitely a good sign. 
The superhero-based comics were the favourites of the students with almost 30% of students 
favouring these books. They will most likely be included in the new list. Comics, storybooks, 
mythological books are favourites with the junior students. Students enjoy reading which augurs 
well for the future as good readers make citizens aware, given the myriad reading tastes of the 
students. 
The senior students preferred reading classics and were in favour of adding reference books to 
help students prepare for competitive exams. The results will go a long way in helping upgrade the 
library with newer books for the reading pleasure of all.

OR

Stress Hampering Student Growth
Students deal with stress on a daily basis The biggest cause of stress is related to academics given 
the pressure children face from all corners. The stress of doing well and scoring high grades makes 
them deal with the pressure year round. This is taking a toll not only on their mental well-being 
but also on their growth. Parents, who push children to an extent where they feel boxed in, add to 
this pressure, while peer pressure is no less. With the children caught in such a web, it is imperative 
that schools ensure that the counsellors and psychologists advice and equip students with the right 
tools to handle stress. A coordinated effort on the part of parents and educators to relieve stress will 
help ease the pressure and ensure stability, while also increasing the happiness quotient of children. 
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 8. (a) Mandela feels that people must learn to hate and if people can be taught to hate, they can also 
be taught to love, for love comes naturally to the human heart and not hate.

(b) Matilda had to work very hard to pay off all their debts. She had become a strong, hard, and a 
crude woman of the household. In fact, she had started looking old at a young age. Due to this, 
Mr. Forestier couldn’t recognise Matilda.

(c) The names of the three essays given to Anne were ‘A Chatterbox’, ‘An Incorrigible Chatterbox’, 
and ‘Quack, Quack, Quack, Said Mistress Chatterbox’. Anne understood that Mr. Keesing was 
trying to play a joke on her by giving her a ridiculous subject to write upon, so she decided to 
write something that would be a joke on him.

(d) The poet feels that no words of consolation would help assuage the boy’s feelings as he had 
lost something precious. He also felt this was the only way that the boy would learn about 
being responsible. 

(e) Mrs. Hall went to meet the invisible man in his room. However, she couldn’t find him and saw 
that things were scattered. Then all of a sudden, the chair began moving and came towards her. 
The chair pushed both Mrs. and Mr. Hall out of the room. Mrs. Hall thought that the furniture 
was possessed and she became hysterical.

(f ) Mrs. Pumphrey loved Tricky but this manifested itself in the form of overpampering. The doctor’s 
word of advice fell on deaf ears as she continued to overfeed him. She fed him things which 
were not good for his health and did not get him to exercise enough. As a result, Tricki became 
obese and could barely walk.

 9. (a) Bread-making is a prosperous business in Goa. The physique of the baker, i.e., his plump and 
round body are testimony to that. Therefore, anyone who is fat and plump just like jackfruit is 
easily compared to a baker.

(b) Valli did not consider herself a child. When an elderly man called her a child and requested her 
to sit down, she was offended. She said that she should not be counted as a child as she has 
paid her own fare like others.

(c) When the train pulled out of the station, Pranjol started reading his detective book again. Rajvir 
too liked detective stories very much but at that moment he was keener to look at the beautiful 
scenery outside.

(d) Hari could not resist stealing from Anil. What he failed to understand was that in doing so, he 
was also depriving himself. He was losing out on an opportunity to become a better person. He 
was harming his chances of a better and secure future where he could earn a livelihood in a 
respectable manner. 

(e) Education is the sole tool that can help remove all social evils. Bholi battled the lack of confidence 
owing to her appearance and her inability to speak clearly. Her lack of confidence made her 
silent, timid and weak-minded. When she was sent to school, her initial fears were soon dispelled 
when her teacher welcomed and encouraged her. Her affection and support helped Bholi gain 
confidence. She understood her rights and began asserting herself. This helped her stand against 
the evil of dowry and refuse to marry a much older man. Thus, education changed her life.[9]

(f ) Mme Loisel failed to see the blessing she had and always complained about not being endowed 
with the privileged she felt she deserved. To assuage her need for appreciation and life in the 
high society, she borrowed a necklace which she soon lost. In order to repay for the necklace, 
the couple struggled for ten years and had to give up on everything only to realise later that 
the necklace was a cheap imitation. This is the irony.

 10. Coorg is beautifully located and described as a piece of heaven that must have been  drifted 
from the kingdom of God. It has rolling hillsides with a pollution-free river and forests beming with 
wildlife. Here, nature exists in its pristine glory with plantations that add to the diversity of India. 
Further, it has coffee and spice plantations quite different from the rest of India. The local people, 
the Kodavas, are a martial race. Like all other Indians, they are well-known for their hospitality. All 
these features of Coorg add to the diversity of our country. 
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OR
After enlightenment, the Buddha started to spread his teachings about life and truth. He said that 
death and suffering were a part and parcel of life. No one can avoid this truth, as one has to meet 
one’s creator one day. Whoever has come to the world will die one day. In the hour of grief, one 
must remain calm and composed so that grief doesn’t overcome one. People who are wise never 
complain or lament over their loss. They accept the truth and are blessed with it. So, wisdom lies in 
the fact that people should not get distressed with pain, suffering, and death.

 11. The lawyer happened to meet the hack driver upon reaching New Mullion. The driver was Lutkins 
himself. When he came to know the purpose of the lawyer’s visit, he offered to help find Lutkins at a 
charge of two dollars per hour. He was about forty, red-faced, cheerful, and thick about the middle. 
The lawyer liked the hack driver from the get-go. He was fun-loving and jolly. He played a practical 
joke on the lawyer. He introduced himself as Bill and was neither honest nor helpful. He charged the 
lawyer for the lunch hour and for the food that he got from his wife. But he was creative, humorous 
and witty. He portrayed the people of New Mullion in an entertaining and humorous manner, 
reflecting his cheerful wisdom.

OR
Without his mother’s guidance and support, Richard would not have made it as a great scientist. 
She would take him on trips to encourage learning. He was a single child. After his father died, his 
mother made him the centre of her life. She would buy him all kinds of microscopes, telescopes and 
other equipment. After dinner, she gave him problems to solve. This helped Richard to learn a lot. 
She was his only companion for a long time. It was his mother who got him the book ‘The Travels 
of Monarch X’, which opened the world of science for Richard. She also wrote to Dr. Urquhart to 
guide her son. The scientist helped Richard and guided him. Thus, his mother actually shaped him 
into an extraordinary scientist.
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SOLUTION
Part - A

 1. (a) (i)    to serve the people of the country 
(b) (ii)  John F Kennedy 
(c) (ii)   fulfil their duties towards the nation 
(d) (iii)  being active in creating good leaders 
(e) (i)    the importance of obeying laws 
(f ) (iii)  nothing 
(g) (iii)  new ideas 
(h)  (ii)  by participating in nation building activities
(i)  (iii)  inaugural 
( j)  (iii)  foremost
(k)  (i)  greatness
(l)  (iv)  inculcate

 2. (a) (iv)   atopy
(b) (iv)  to compensate for weakened mast cells, T lymphocytes, and eosinophils 
(c) (iii)  mysterious, unrelated attacks affecting the lungs
(d) (ii)  attacks
(e) (i)  severe cramping in the chest
(f ) (iv)  performing physical exercise 
(g) (i)  asthma symptoms come and go throughout the day
(h) (iv)  breathing smoke can lead to a fatal asthma attack
(i) (i)  300 million
( j) (ii)  3%-38%
(k) (i)  1 in every 250 deaths
(l) (iii)  population affected with asthma

 3. (a) (iv)   legend
(b) (iv)  Mariani junction
(c) (iii)  to meditate without sleeping 
(d) (ii)  medicinal drink
(e) (iv)  keeps sleep at bay

OR
(a) (ii)  Nelson Mandela
(b) (i)  its people
(c) (ii)  simile
(d) (iii)  oppression of blacks
(e) (iii)  diamonds

16
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 4. (a) (iii)   John Berryman
(b) (ii)  the sense of responsibility
(c) (ii)  the study of knowledge
(d) (ii)  loss
(e) (ii)  to stand up and succeed after loss

OR
(a) (iii)  change of his state of mind
(b) (ii)  abab
(c) (ii)  the rest of the day
(d) (ii)  held in regret
(e) (ii)  sad; happy

 5. (I) (a) (iii)  this
(b) (ii)  the
(c) (ii)  a few
(d) (iii)  some 
(e) (iii)  a lot

(II) (a)  (ii)  why he was late.
(b)  (ii)  he had lost track of time.
(c)  (ii)  why he hadn’t called. 
(d)  (iv)  said that she was worried.
(e)  (iv)  that he started on time but had to stop as it had started raining.
(f ) (i)  to quickly get out of the wet clothes or he would catch a cold.
(g) (i)  that he would do it then.

 PART - B
 6. The Librarian 

Bal Bharti Public School
Pitampura, Delhi-110034. 

20th January 20XX

R. K. Publishers
Main Road, Noida-201203

Subject : Placing an order for 100 copies of ‘Mastering Mathematics’

Dear sir/madam
As per our discussions on 15th December 20XX, we are pleased to place an order for 100 copies of 
‘Mastering Mathematics’ by Vinod Sharma on the following terms and conditions:
• The cost of each book should be ` 120 (inclusive of all taxes).
• An advance payment of 50% will be made via post-dated cheque. This cheque will be cleared 

on the day of the delivery. The balance shall be paid after 7 days of delivery.
• Delivery will be done within 7 days from the date of order.
• The order will be delivered at Bal Bharti Public School, Pitampura, Delhi-110034. 
If the order is not delivered as per the aforementioned conditions, it will stand cancelled. Please find 
an enclosed cheque (no. 110098) dated 28th January 20XX for ` 6000 as an advance for the order.
Hoping to have a long business relationship with you. 

Best regards,
XYZ
(Librarian Bal Bharti Public School)
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OR
20, Park Avenue
Guragram

5th July 20XX

The Editor
The Hindu
New Delhi

Subject: Concern regarding illegal colonies and slums

Respected sir
Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the authorities 
towards the mushrooming of illegal colonies and slums in metro cities, which is turning out to be 
a major problem for all. 
Haphazard urbanisation is the root cause of this evil. Thousands of people are living miserably 
in these slums. They don’t even have basic civic amenities, lile clean drinking water. There is no 
provision for a sewerage or drainage system. Water-logging is a major problem in these slums, 
especially during the rainy season. 
The government can slow down migration to cities by opening agro-based cottage industries across 
India. The corrupt officials who let such illegal settlements flourish must be severely punished. Only 
a concerted drive on the part of vigilant authorities can save our cities. 
I hope that the concerned authorities will take the required measures.

Yours sincerely
Akanksha / Akshit

 7.  Why Crime Fascinates?
The rising number of juvenile offenders is a cause for concern across India. The biggest reasons are 
neglect and crumbling family structure. With nuclear families and working parents, children often 
go astray. Another major factor is the violence depicted in shows and films. Children believe that 
crime and violence pay and are acceptable. Given the broken family structure, psychological issues 
also push children to crime, as they feel this will get them the attention they crave. The temptation 
of making a fast buck is another lure that needs to be addressed. We should build a strong value 
and ethics system in our children, so that they are able to discern between right and wrong, parents 
need to spend time and listen to what their children. Every member in society needs to chip in and 
bring back the misguided youth into the mainstream.

OR
How the Economy affects Educational Preferences

If India is to progress, it is important that all Indians are educated. A survey conducted by World 
Education Services took into account the share of enrolment in education. 63% of students in 
government schools in 2010-2011 indicate the affordability of education. Government schools’ 
availability in even the remotest places and minimal fee make it the only source of education for 
the poor. The private unaided and aided schools are beyond the reach of many. The changing 
economic conditions reflected in an increase in the number of enrollments in private aided schools. 
The decrease in enrolments in government schools is also a sign for the poor not sending their 
children to school. At the rate India is growing, by 2030-31, almost 55% of children will be enrolled 
in private unaided schools, thus implying that more people will be able to afford quality education.

 8.  (a) The mother seagull knew that food would work as the perfect enticement for the young seagull. 
After he had gone twenty four hours without food, she continued eating in front of him, fuelling 
his hunger and then he made the final lunge for food and took his first flight.

(b) Despite all warnings, the author decided to fly in bad weather conditions because he wanted 
to reach home at the earliest to spend the holiday with his family.
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(c)  The tiger in the cage is unlike his original self. He paces up and down in the cage restlessly. He is 
confined to the narrow cell and keeps staring the stars as if longing for freedom. He is helpless 
and draws pity for his condition.

(d)  The lawyer considered his work lowly and was unhappy with the tasks he was asked to do. He 
had to go to dirty and dangerous places. At times, he was also beaten by those very people. 

(e)  There was no miracle and Tricki was given a non-medicinal treatment. His diet regimen was 
altered depending upon his body’s response to it. He was given a liquid diet for the first two 
days and then his diet was gradually increased. This treatment helped Tricki by building up his 
energy. He had transformed into an energetic, hard-muscled dog in just a fortnight.

(f )  Scientists are supposed to be people who work for the betterment of the society but Griffin had 
committed many anti-social deeds for which he never felt guilty. He set fire to his landlord’s house 
and ran away. He stole food, clothes, other goods and also stole money from a clergyman’s 
house to pay his bills.

 9.  (a)  In this sentence, Nelson Mandela was referring to the abolition of apartheid in South Africa. For 
him, it was one of the greatest achievements for coloured people in South Africa. He wished 
for this achievement of freedom and liberty to never be taken away from the people of South 
Africa.

(b) Belinda and the other animals always made fun of Custard and called him a coward. When 
Custard fought the pirate bravely and saved them from a dangerous situation, their behaviour 
changed. They jumped around him with joy and happiness.

(c) The Buddha said that the life of mortals in this world is troubled, brief, and combined with pain. 
There is no means by which those who have been born can avoid dying. He said that all the 
living creatures die when they reach their old age. He also said that just as ripe fruits are early 
in danger of falling, so mortals, when born, are always in danger of death. Hence, every living 
being on this earth will die someday. 

(d) The Tehsildar advised Ramlal to send his girls to school as he was the revenue official and the 
representative of the government in the village. Ramlal did not have the courage to disobey him. 
He also felt that there was very little chance of Bholi getting married due to her looks and lack 
of sense. He decided to let the school teachers worry about her. 

(e) Ebright lost interest because it was a tedious job to tag the butterflies’ wings and let them 
go. Besides, there was not much feedback as only two butterflies that he had tagged were  
recaptured.

(f )  Matilda had to work very hard to pay off all their debts. She had become a strong, hard, and 
crude woman of the household. In fact, she had started looking old at a young age. One Sunday 
evening, when she was taking a walk in the Champs-Elysees, she met Mrs. Forestier who still 
looked young and pretty, while Matilda had started looking old and haggard. Due to such a 
change in her looks, Mrs. Forestier couldn’t recognise Matilda. 

 10.  Lencho had unflinching faith in God. When his crop was destroyed by hailstones, he did not question 
God. He wrote a letter asking God for a hundred pesos. His faith was so strong that he never 
questioned or doubted that God would not fulfil his request. He happily accepted the letter from 
the postmaster and was taken aback when he found only seventy pesos. He did not question God, 
The irony is that he questioned the integrity of the people who had helped him and called them 
crooks. What is also ironical is that for a man of faith and unshakeable belief in God, Lencho had no 
faith in God’s creations i.e. human beings. This duplicity is ironical.

OR
Peggy and Maddie had treated Wanda badly, especially Peggie who constantly made fun of her. 
When Wanda won the art competition but did not come to school for many days, they noticed her 
absence. Later, they were told by their teacher that Wanda had left the school and had moved to a 
big city where nobody would tease her for her dress, name, etc. The girls realised their mistakes and 
wrote an apologetic letter to her. However, Wanda did not reply to this letter immediately. Peggy 
went about her business, as usual, and forgot the whole incident. Maddie put herself to sleep by 
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making speeches about defending Wanda in front of great crowds of girls who were trying to tease 
her. She would cry out to the girls to stop and then everybody would begin to feel ashamed like 
her. 

 11.  Appearances are not always true. At times, a person in the first meeting appears to be friendly, 
cooperative, and understanding but as time unfolds, a different story is revealed. When the lawyer 
came to the city for the first time, he was very happy to meet the hack driver. In reality, the hack 
driver himself was Oliver Lutkins. The hack driver seemed to be a simple countryman who was 
ready to help the lawyer. He showed an affectionate demeanour towards the lawyer and left a 
favourable impression on the narrator’s mind. However, very soon, the lawyer was able to realise 
that the hack driver was Oliver Lutkins to whom the summons had to be served. It is amusing to 
find that a wise person like a lawyer was befooled by a simple countryman like the hack driver. 

OR
Hari Singh was only fifteen years old. Therefore, he had had a short career as a thief. He had 
become experienced and was fairly successful at his work. As a thief, Hari Singh could study men’s 
faces He said that the greedy man showed fear, the rich man showed anger, and the poor man 
showed acceptance. Hari Singh thought it was easy to rob a greedy man, because he could afford 
to be robbed. However, it was difficult to rob a careless man, as sometimes, this kind of a person 
didn’t even notice that he/she had been robbed and that took away all the pleasure of robbing. Hari 
Singh found it a pleasure to work for Anil as he thought him to be a simple man. Anil was not rich 
but still, he was not greedy or desperate for money. Hari Singh knew that when Anil would come to 
know about the loss of his money, he would be sad, not for the loss of the money but for the loss 
of trust. Hari Singh also felt that Anil was a forgiving man, as when he came to know about Hari 
Singh stealing his money, he did not react at all. Rather, he pretended that everything was normal.
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SOLUTION
 PART - A
 1.  (a)  (ii)    forest near his house

(b)  (ii)  paid for his vanity
(c)  (i)  one’s humility and good deeds
(d)  (i)  violin
(e)  (iv)  both (i) and (ii)
(f )  (ii)  greatness
(g)  (iii)  he made funny sounds 
(h)  (ii)  his false pride had let him down
(i)  (iii)  arrogantly
( j)  (i)  unassuming
(k)  (ii)  elated
(l)  (ii)  lulled

 2.  (a)  (iv)  delegate
(b)  (ii)  Benjamin Franklin
(c)  (i)  moving time would save money
(d)  (ii)  farmers
(e)  (iv)  It oversees all time laws in the U.S.
(f )  (i)  The History and Rationale of Daylight Saving Time
(g)  (iii)  extending DST in the interest of energy conservation
(h) 	(ii)		 five
(i)  (ii)  an hour later
( j)  (ii)  the second Sunday in March
(k)  (ii)  short winter days
(l)  (iv)  both (i) and (ii)

 3. (a)  (iii)   she wrote like most people 
(b) (iv)  Anne’s diary 
(c) (ii)  upgrade 
(d) (ii)  introduces her family to her diary
(e)  (ii)  on her thirteenth birthday

OR
(a)  (iii)  she was young and needed help boarding the bus   
(b)  (ii)  refused to accept help
(c)  (ii)  extended
(d)  (iii)  self-assured    
(e)  (i)  Valli    

17
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 4. (a) (i) Animals by Walt Whitman     
(b)  (ii) animals
(c)  (ii)  they remind him of human values
(d)  (iii)  show            
(e)  (ii)  where they get human values from

OR
(a)  (ii)  Robert Frost
(b)  (ii)  sitting under a tree
(c)  (iii)		 it	has	shaken	off	some	snow	on	the	poet
(d)  (ii)  poison and negativity
(e)  (iii)  uplift his mood and spirit  

 5. (I) (a) (i)    of
(b)  (iv)  mistaken 
(c)   (ii)  trusted 
(d)  (iv)  were
(e)  (i)  suspicious 

(II) (a) (i)    he was going to the market 
(b)  (i)  he would like to go.
(c)  (ii)  if Nitish was planning to buy sweets, he would be more than happy to go along.
(d)  (iii)  to reduce his sweet intake as it was bad for health.
(e)  (i)  that even fruits had sugar
(f )  (ii)  the sugar in fruits was good for health and asked again if Arush would go.
(g)  (ii)  he was going to watch his favourite show.

PART - B
 6. 254, Avantika Vihar

Rithala
Delhi - 110085 

7th April 20XX

The Editor 
The Times of India 
New Delhi - 110103

Subject: Students using the Internet as a homework tool

Respected sir/madam
Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I wish to draw your attention towards the youth’s 
growing addiction of the Internet as a homework tool. 
The Internet is one of the quickest ways to find information on any topic, and thus, enrich students’ 
knowledge beyond what he/she has learnt in school. As it requires lesser time to research on the 
Internet than offline sources, students can utilise the time thus saved on recreational activities.
However, it seems that it has are more disadvantages than advantages. Some websites may contain 
inaccurate information Lately, it has  been observed that students’ reading and thinking skills have 
been deteriorating as they just copy information and show no interest in listening to teachers. 
Excess of everything is bad. Balanced and sensible use of the Internet is required so that our present 
generation enjoys the fruits of technology.

Yours truly, 
Ashish / Astha
A concerned citizen



  English Language and Literature Class X28

OR
45 GTOC 
Trinity Road
Bangalore

24th April 20XX

The Editor
Navbharat Times
Bangalore

Subject: Importance of mental well-being in the tough times of COVID-19

Dear sir/madam
Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of people towards 
the need to stay composed in these trying times.
The best way to combat panic is to focus on our mental well-being. Children and the elderly 
are more susceptible and need special care. Getting children to meditate, involving them in some 
creative hobbies will ensure that they stay alert and occupied in constructive activities. For the 
elderly, it would be beneficial involving them in decision making and other activities in the house so 
that they do not feel lonely.
This time needs to be used to connect with the real world and value relationships that matter. 
Additionally, if people keep themselves involved in voluntary work, they will feel a sense of 
achievement and fulfilment. I hope people try to follow these suggestions.

Yours sincerely
Sonali

 7.     Computer: To Each His Own
Changing times simply mean that we adapt ourselves and move on, and this applies to our 
requirements also. A computer was considered a luxury a few years back but now it is a necessity.  
The given pie chart shows the share of the top brands in the market. Dell finds the maximum 
customers, owing to its special features and after sales service. Lenovo loses to Asus and Acer, while 
HP has built up a large consumer base due to affordable prices and good quality. At a time when 
the world was on lockdown, PCs became saviours and people were able to work from home. For 
children, having a system ensures that they are connected and have access to online classes. With 
most families now having more than one system, the market is sure to continue growing and build 
a smart world.

OR
Lockdown Time: Me Time

By Ahaan
The lockdown has made people complain that they did not have enough spare time earlier and the 
bar graph presents a plethora of activities people kept themselves busy with. The best way to look 
at this time is to use it to heal, rejuvenate and recoup. 
For example, most of the people spent a lot of quality time with family. Others people used it to 
catch up on reading. People also started meditating and focusing on their fitness, while some of 
them took to improving their resume by enrolling in online courses. Cooking was a favourite and 
watching movies and shows was the bonding norm for families once again. 
The lockdown has provided us with an opportunity to introspect. Now that India is moving towards 
the unlock mode, let us not fall back to our old ways. Let us value what is important and not run 
after materialistic goals.

 8.  (a)  Most of the students entered the class expecting Peggy to be the winner. However, when the 
teachers announced that Wanda had won the competition as she had submitted a hundred 
drawings, the students were caught off guard. They understood that she really did have a 
hundred dresses. 
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(b)  The young seagull is afraid of flying as he thinks his wings wouldn’t support him and he would 
fall to his death. Like all young ones, he too is afraid to take the first step.

(c)  Amanda dreams of being like Rapunzel where she lives away from the world. Unlike Rapunzel, 
she cherishes this life and does not wish to let her hair down for any prince.

(d)  The doctor advises Mrs. Pumphrey to hold back on sweets and other treats for Tricki as these 
were spoiling Tricki’s health. He had put on weight and he needed to be put on a strict diet.

(e)  The invisible man realises that he needs clothes and protection. So, he goes to the theatre 
company shop looking not only for clothes but also for something to hide the empty space 
above his shoulders.

(f )  Despite her fear, Bholi is fascinated at seeing bright and colourful pictures of a horse, a goat, a 
parrot and a cow on the classroom walls. Since these are familiar to her, she feels comfortable. 

 9. (a)  Lencho was waiting for a shower of rain that his field needed. But his hope for good rain vanished 
when the wind changed into a hailstorm. It destroyed everything. So, Lencho’s hope changed to 
despair as his family would face starvation. 

(b) The Portuguese and their famous loaves of bread had made a permanent impact on Goan 
soil. The eaters of those loaves might have vanished but the makers of the loaves - the bakers 
- still have an important place in society. The bakers are still important in the village. As per 
tradition, till date, the lady of the house must prepare Sandurches sandwiches on daughter’s 
engagement. Cakes and bolinhas are a must for Christmas as well as other festivals. Thus, the 
presence of a baker’s furnace in the village is still essential.

(c)  After his graduation, the narrator landed the job of a junior assistant clerk in a law firm. He was 
assigned the work of serving summons. He had to seek out his victims in the dirty and shadowy 
corners of the city. Sometimes, he was given a beating. Therefore, he did not like the unpleasant 
work.

(d)  Hari Singh stole six hundred rupees while Anil was sleeping. He went to the railway station 
after stealing the money, but did not board the train. His conscience pricked him for robbing a 
man like Anil who had trusted him. He knew that Anil would feel bad when he would come to 
know about it; not for the money but for the loss of trust and faith which he had in Hari Singh. 
He roamed around aimlessly and remembered the good times he had spent with Anil. He felt 
lonely and sad at the thought of leaving Anil. So, he immediately decided to go back to Anil. 

(e)  Lomov visits Chubukov’s house wearing formal evening clothes. Chubukov assumes that he has 
come to borrow money and decided not to lend him any. He has a polite conversation with 
Lomov but is suspicious of him. There is bad blood between the two families hence, Chubukov 
finds this sudden visit suspicious.

(f )  Richard’s project had a huge impact, as he discovered a hormone that was necessary for the 
growth of the pupa. Then he got a chance to work at a famous laboratory. His other important 
contribution proved to be his study of how cells read their DNA.

 10.  After enlightenment, the Buddha started to spread his teachings about life, truth, and the like. He 
said that death and suffering were a part and parcel of life. No one can avoid this truth. One has to 
meet one’s creator one day. Whoever has come to the world will die one day. In the hour of grief, 
one must remain calm and composed so that grief doesn’t overcome one. People who are wise 
never complain or lament over their loss. They accept the truth and are blessed with it. So, the 
wisdom lies in the fact that people should not get distressed with pain, suffering, and death. 

OR
With age and experience, Mandela understood the real meaning of freedom. As a young boy, he 
thought that he was born free and believed that as long as he obeyed his father and followed the 
customs of his tribe, he was free in every possible manner.
As he grew older, the freedom to raise a family and the freedom to earn a livelihood started 
dominating his thoughts. Gradually, he realised that he was selfish during his boyhood. He slowly 
understood that it was not just his freedom that was being curtailed, but the freedom of all blacks. 
It was freedom from fear and prejudice. Age and experience widened his perspective on freedom.
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 11. The two primary conflicts in ‘The Necklace’ are the individual versus the self and the individual 
versus society. Mathilde Loisel's internal and external conflicts stem from her social status, her 
feelings of inadequacy, and society's expectations. She believes that she should occupy a higher 
social class and is ashamed that she is considered middle class after marrying a humble clerk. She 
is unhappy with her life and continually dreams about living in a palace and owning expensive 
items.
Mathilde experiences feelings of inferiority and inadequacy because of her social status and does 
not believe that she can meet the expectations of the upper-class society when she attends the 
ball at the Ministry of Public Education. 
Mathilde's low self-esteem and superficiality motivate her to visit Madame Forestier. She proceeds 
to borrow Madame Forestier's presumably expensive necklace because she believes that it will help 
her meet the expectations of the upper-class and please her insatiable desire to wear expensive 
items. The necklace also makes Mathilde feel worthy and content.

OR
This is quite true as intelligence cannot be created. It is something inherent. Our profession is not 
just a criterion to measure our intelligence. If intelligence were to be judged based on a person’s 
profession, then all policemen would have to be considered honest and brave, all doctors equally 
proficient and all scientists equally inventive. However, that is not the case. We find doctors who 
make fatal errors and policemen fail to protect people. This makes it clear that work or profession 
does not disclose inherent qualities like intelligence, honesty, etc.
In the story ‘The Hack Driver’, the lawyer may be more qualified but it is the street-smartness of a 
supposed hack driver that proves to be the lawyer’s undoing.
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