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SOLUTION
 PART - A

READING
 1. (A) (b) Chicago

 Explanation: Swami Vivekanand introduced Hindu philosophy to the world through his inspiring 
speech at Chicago. Hence, (b) is the correct answer.

(B) (b) Option (2)
 “You have to grow from the inside out. None can teach you, none can make you spiritual. There 

is no other teacher but your own soul.”― Swami Vivekananda
(C) (c) inquisitive
 Explanation: Swamiji wasn't confused with his knowledge nor he was puzzled (perplexed). He 

was also not confident about how or who God is. He asked this question out of curiosity to know 
how God looks like. So, here the answer is (c)

(D) (c) Swami Vivekananda’s Philosophy
 Explanation: The passage doesn't describe his religion, culture or knowledge. It gives us a 

glimpse of his philosophy which the world had recognised. So, here the answer is (c)
(E) (d) A cultural bridge between the East and the West
 Explanation: Brahmo Movement was led by Keshab Chandra. Kali temple which is situated in 

Dakshineswar is an ancient temple. So, all these cannot be the answers. As Netaji recognised 
Swami Vivekananda's contribution towards the introduction of the Indian culture to the West 
and making Indians realise the essence of their own culture, he commented this. Hence, the 
answer here is (d).

(F) (c) You should talk to each other and bridge the gap in your relationship.
 Explanation: Bridge that is being talked about in the passage is a virtual one and not the 

actual bridge. This virtual bridge filled the gap made up of the differences between Indian and 
Western cultures. In (a), (b) & (d) bridge that is being spoken about is a an actual bridge. Hence, 
the answer here is (c).

(G) (b) through altruistic conduct
 Explanation: Swamiji selflessly worked towards teaching Indians self-reliance, self-respect and 

self- assertion. He surely was courageous enough to deny the age-old customs and traditions. 
He worked with full dedication but it was his selfless concern for other beings that helped him 
to win over the world. So, the answer here is (b).

(H) (b) of faith
 Explanation: Swami Vivekanand tried to remove discrimination and superstition from the Indian 

society. He also denied many age old religious practices. All these led him to the crisis of faith.
(I) (d) He was against superstitious customs
 Explanation: One questions something only when he is in doubt or doesn't want to accept the 

already established beliefs. So, this statement implies that he was against superstitious customs 
(d).

(J) (a) independent
 Explanation: Self-reliance implies not to depend on any one. Hence, the answer here is 

independent (a).
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(K) (b) Swami Vivekananda
 Explanation: Swamiji’s speech at Chicago introduced Indian Philosophy to the world. He also 

told the world that however poor India may be but still it has a lot to contribute to the world’s 
culture.

(L) (d) superstitious customs and discrimination should be questioned

 2. (A) (b) punctured
 Explanation: To inflate means to blow up. Anything that is blown up is filled with air and 

appears swollen. Hence, (a), (c) & (d) are not the answers. The answer here is (b) punctured 
which means pierced to remove the contents.

(B) (c) blood vessel repair
 Explanation: Angioplasty and bypass surgery are two medications for heart ailments due to 

a plaque laden artery. In angioplasty a tiny balloon is passed into the artery of the patient. 
Hence (a), (b) & (d) are not the answers. The answer here is, (c) as angioplasty is used to repair 
the blocked artery.

(C) (c) A special dye being injected into the bloodstream.
(D) (d) Surgeons do not take even a 2% chance of death lightly.

(E) Note: There is a misprint in option (1) the correct option (1), which is also the answer, is:

 (a) Option (1) that it does not enter the body cavity
(F) (a) by x-rays
(G) (c) Stents
(H) (b) 65-84 years
(I) (c) Accumulation of bad cholesterol
(J) (c) Both positive and negative results
 Explanation: The writer tells that there is good news and bad news about the procedure. 

Hence, the answer here is (c).
(K) (c) Both (a) and (b)
(L) (c) It can be repetitive in nature

LITERATURE
 3. (A) (a) glance

 Explanation: Gaze and stare are used when someone looks at somewhere continuously. Keep 
watching is also used in the same sense. When we glance at something we just look it at for a 
moment. Hence (a) is the correct answer.

(B) Note: There is a misprint in option (d). The correct option is (d) All of these.

 (c) (2), (3), (4)
 Explanation: The writer tells us that the children were pushed aside with a mild rebuke so (1) is 

true. (2) is not true as they peeped in the basket to search for loaves. The very first line tells us 
that the baker greeted the lady of the house with Good Morning, so (3) is also not true. (4) and 
(5) are not true as is given in the last two lines of the extract. Since (2), (3), (4) and (5) all four 
are not true and the only option with all not true statements is (c). Hence, the answer is (c).

(C) (a) F–2, 3 and O–1, 4
 Explanation: Statements (2) and (3) are facts as the author tells us that the children loved the 

loaves and the baker brought the loaves for the elders and bangles for the kids. However, (1) 
and (4) are mere opinions. Hence, the right answer is (a).

(D) (a) quite excited
 Explanation: As the author tells us that children used to keep on trying to peep in the baker’s 

basket and they would even climb the parapet to have a glance of the fresh loaves, we can 
easily say that the kids were neither irritated nor sad or disgusted. Rather, they were quite 
excited to see the loaves. Hence, the correct answer is (a).
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(E) (c) praise
 Explanation: Chide, rebuke and reproach all mean 'to scold'. Hence, (a), (b) & (d) are not the 

answers. The answer here is (c) praise which means to appreciate.
OR

(A) (b) option 2
 Explanation: As in the passage Anne tells the readers that on days when she used to get bored, 

she preferred to stay home and pen down her feelings in a diary which slowly became her best 
friend. Hence, the answer here is (b). As we can see in this picture that Anne is writing a diary.

(B) (c) because paper does not react
 Explanation: As Anne tells us that she had no friends with whom she could open her heart, 

she wrote her heart out in a diary. She had no one who could listen to her as they had no time 
and sometimes they were unwilling to listen to her. But, the paper on which she wrote patiently 
made her write down her feelings. So, (c) is the correct answer.

(C) (b) because she has no friends to share her feelings with.
 Explanation: Anne tells us that she had no friends and most of the days she was bored too. 

This made her sad. So, the answer here is (b).
(D) (c) Kitty
 Explanation: Anne tells us that she shared her heart's secret with her diary, whom she named 

kitty, just as anyone would do with a real friend. Hence, the answer here is (c).
(E) (d) patience
 Explanation: Forbearance is when one does not react to a situation. Depressed is when we feel 

sad. Bored is when we have nothing to do and listless is lacking energy or enthusiasm. Patience 
is when we keep calm in a difficult situation. Hence, (d) patience is the correct answer.

 4. (A) (b) a world of wealth and property
 Explanation: As the boy stands at the harbour watching his good old days and thinks that all 

his wealth is worthless to get the days back. He senses that the world is full of possessions. That 
is the thing that we own. We own wealth and property. Hence, the answer here is (b).

(B) (a)  abcdef
 Explanation: None of the lines rhyme in the given stanza. Hence, the answer is (a).
(C) (c) to be accountable
 Explanation: Being careful (a) was of no use as he still lost the ball. Being protective also didn't 

help (b). He already showed concern for his ball (d). But as the poet says that the boy realises 
that spending another dime on the ball will be useless. This shows that he has learnt to be 
accountable for whatever losses he suffers in life. So, (c) is the correct answer.

(D) (a) “I am happy”
 Explanation: As the boy has lost the ball in the harbor (c), he surely has experienced a loss (b). 

He stands there remembering his young days (d). So he can say (b), (c) & (d). But a loss never 
makes anyone happy so, (a) is the correct answer.

(E) (a) It would not replace what he has lost
 Explanation: If the boy gets a new ball, he can buy a ball of the same size and shine and as 

wonderful as the old one and he would also like it. So, (b), (c) & (d) are not the answers. The 
answer here is (a) as, no new thing can cover the loss of the older one.

OR
(A) (c) they remind him of human virtues
 Explanation: Animals can not bring things, so, (a) & (b) are not the answers. As the poet watches 

the animals he is reminded of the virtues of selflessness, love and harmony that existed in the 
human beings earlier.

(B) (b) He did not pay attention and lost his qualities to animals
 Explanation: Qualities are not what can be handed over to someone. So, (a) is not the answer. 

Neither the qualities could be found and picked. The man surely was irresponsible. But he also 
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did not pay attention to the importance of these and focused on materialistic activities. As a 
result he lost his qualities that animals still possess. Hence, the answer here is (b).

(C) (d) conceal
 Explanation: Evince means to reveal the presence. So, (b) is not the answer. Anything that is 

revealed is displayed or exhibited. Hence, (a) & (c) are also not the answers. Conceal means to 
hide. Hence, (d) is the correct answer.

(D) (c) whether they get their qualities from humans
 Explanation: The tokens that the poet mentions in this stanza are the behavioral traits. So, (a) 

& (b) are not the answers. Since, the poet says that we humans have dropped these qualities, 
the answer here is (c).

(E) (c) both only react when troubled

GRAMMAR
 5. (A) (c) will succeed

(B) (b) and focus your thought
(C) (b) the opportunities

 6. Note: There has been a misprint in the passage. The correct passage is:
The teacher -(A)- about modal verbs that day. The student -(B)- start after lunch. Another 
student -(C)- take notes.

(A) (a) told that she would be teaching
(B) (d) asked if they may
(C) (c) asked if they needed to

 7. (A) (a) would spend
(B) (c) going
(C) (d)	 has been
(D) (c) will be
(E) (c) may I
(F) (b) Would

 PART - B
WRITING

 8. C-223-, Sector-1, Rohini, 
New Delhi-110085

September 13th, 20XX

Anoop Gupta
Municipal Counsellor
Rohini, New Delhi-110085

Subject: Complaint against noisy neighbours

Respected Sir/Madam
I am writing to complain about my neighbours. They stay at 9, Janak Apartments. We hear noises 
from the family of four from late night to early morning. This disturbs our peace and sleep. The 
father of the family, Mr. Arora, comes home around 11 p.m. drunk. He often bangs his car against his 
house gate. As his neighbours, we worry about our house gates being smashed by him every night.
Mr. Arora and his wife fight constantly. There have been altercations where the police had to 
intervene. His son and daughter frequently host parties. Last month, they were held every weekend, 
with unbearably loud music. They show scant regard for their neighbours and children who need 
to sleep early.
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We have come to a tipping point and are making a formal complaint. Kindly take immediate action 
against them for the respite of all.
Thank you.

Yours faithfully, 
Rithvik / Rituja

OR
245/7, ABC Street
New Delhi

28th Mat 20XX

Law Minister
Ashoka Bhavan
New Delhi

Subject: Abolish capital punishment

Respected Sir/Madam
With due regards, I wish to draw your attention to the increasing number of capital punishment 
verdicts these days. I consider it a crime against humanity and request you to abolish this inhuman 
judgment.
The world has made significant developments. However, the judiciary in India still follows colonial 
penal codes. Unfortunately, the barbaric practices of ‘blood for blood’ continue in the form of capital 
punishment. 
If the state can’t grant life to anyone, how can it take life away? Natural law doesn’t approve of 
such barbaric practices. Birth and death are natural processes and can’t be terminated by the 
arbitrary will of the state. Secondly, the aim of punishing a person is to reform him/her but capital 
punishment doesn’t leave any scope for reformation. 
I therefore request you to ensure that the right of redemption is not taken away by sealing fate 
forever. A civilised and humane society must have complementing laws. 

Yours sincerely
Arushi / Aman

 9.  Household Expenses - An Overview
The bar chart shows the result of a survey conducted in 1997 and 2000 indicating percentages 
of utilities being used by households. It shows that television was the most popular utility in 1997 
and 2000 with 98% households having it. The fascination for TV remains consistent, with channels 
to suit each taste. The increasing sales of vacuum cleaners and washing machines indicate that 
performing chores manually remains difficult . The refrigerator gained popularity among the poor 
and the telephone came to be considered as a necessity, becoming a common household utility. 
However, despite the new variety of cars launched in the market, the sales did not increase, which 
might be because of their high cost. The concept of central heating was limited to the rich. The 
sales did pick up and showed improvement from 1997, with almost 50% of the households having 
it by 2000.

OR
Increasing Accidents - Who is at Fault?

Loss of life is heartbreaking and when young lives are snatched away in accidents, it is not just 
painful but also raises questions. A survey in Bangalore tried to understand the unprecedented 
increase in road accidents. 
From around 1,400 accidents to more than 1,800 in 2010, it shows the exponential increase in 
accidents. This can be attributed to the growing number of vehicles, as people do not follow traffic 
rules. They do not wear seat belts or helmets. Without these, injuries are more severe and in some 
cases, fatal.
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Underage drivers not just break the law, they also endanger the lives of others. Youngsters engaging 
in racing or wheelies end up creating nuisance and can cause accidents. In addition, there are drunk 
and rash drivers, who add to the threat on the road. It is time that people respect life and follow 
safety rules.

LITERATURE
 10. (A) (a) Valli was a determined child and was willing to make any sacrifice to achieve her dreams. 

Unlike other children, she wanted to travel to another town and undertake the bus journey 
on her own. She saved money and did not give in to the temptation of buying candy or 
going on the ride, a feat which children of her age would not be able to do.

 (b) Mandela’s belief stemmed from the fact that in prison, when the blacks were tortured and 
were in pain, he had seen glimpses of empathy in the eyes of the prison guards. This made 
his belief in the inherent goodness of all human beings very strong.

 (c) Lencho’s faith in God was absolute and he was certain that this prayer had been answered 
by God. Lencho believed that God had sent the required amount but the post-office 
employees had stolen it.

 (B) (a) Mrs. Pumphrey had a dog named Tricki. Indirectly, she was responsible for the dog’s illness. 
She gave him something extra in between his meals such as malt or cod-liver oil. He 
was not given any physical exercise. So the dog fell ill and started vomiting. It made Mrs. 
Pumphrey so worried that she had to call the veterinary surgeon, Mr. Herriot, for the dog’s 
treatment.

  (b) The narrator did not like his job of serving summons to people who were wanted. He had 
to visit many dirty places. He felt that a visit to New Mullion would give him a chance to 
see some pleasant sights.

  (c) The birds find the taste of monarchs unpalatable, while they find the taste of the viceroy 
butterfly good. In order to protect themselves, they copy the monarchs and try to look like 
them.

 11. (A) (a) Maddie felt that since she knew that their actions were wrong, she never stepped forward to 
stop the wrong or protect Wanda. Peggy did not think that she was doing anything wrong, 
hence her actions can still be overlooked. However, Maddie knew they were wrong but did 
not stop or prevent that. Hence, she believes that she must shoulder more responsibility.

 (b) Robert Frost uses the example of the Hemlock tree and the crow to convey that sometimes 
a thing that we consider to be inauspicious can provide us comfort. Both the tree and 
the crow are considered to denote negativity but both created a wonderful moment and 
uplifted the poet’s mood.

 (c) Mr Keesing was annoyed with Anne because she talked too much in class. At first, he gave 
her several warnings and when that did not work, he punished her by giving her extra 
homework of writing an essay on the subject ‘A Chatterbox’.

 (B) (a) Anil was a large-hearted person. He forgave Hari Singh because he wanted to reform and 
help him. He knew that Hari Singh returned because he was sorry for what he had done. 
So he did not think it was right to hand him over to the police.

  (b) Mrs. Hall found the scientist eccentric because he arrived at the inn in winter, which was 
an unusual time for any visitor to visit. His appearance was strange too. He did not like to 
speak to Mrs. Hall and wanted to be left alone and undisturbed.

  (c) Madame Loisel is unhappy because she is ashamed of her social standing. She feels that 
she deserves a luxurious life with servants and comforts. When her husband tells her of 
the invitation to the ball, she is again reminded of her inadequacy as she does not have 
appropriate dresses and jewellery.
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 12. Ivan: Natalya, Mr. Ilyich has invited us over to his place. Shall we leave for the country this 
weekend?

  Natalya: Oh, Ilyich! I vehemently oppose any interaction with that fellow.
  Ivan: He belongs to a kind family. His family had always been the well wishers of Lomovs.
  Natalya: But Mr. Ilyich had borrowed money from my father and never returned it to him. He is a 

money grabber. 
  Ivan: Oh my heart, dear Natalya! Oh my heart, why would you call him such… Mr. Ilyich has 

been so kind to our family. It was your grandmother who was a landgrabber!
  Natalya: Oxen Meadows were always ours, Lomov. You know they have always been ours. It was 

your…
  Ivan: I am fainting, Natalya! Such a painful thing to hear… 

OR
The seagull is desperate to fly. He looks pryingly at his siblings who can enjoy their flight but fails 
everytime he attempted to do the same. The seagull’s parents were committed to teach him to fly 
and instill courage in him to do the same. Thus, mother seagull lures him to fly by using food as a 
bait. 
In the second extract, Buddha’s lesson on immortality help Kisa Gotami to accept her loss. 
Kisa Gotami is grieving the loss of her son. In a state of desperation, she goes from one door to 
another seeking help to cure her son. It is Gautam Buddha who relieves her from pain through his 
guidance and kindness. Buddha changes her perception and helps her to accept the finality of life.

 13. Success and failure are intertwined and Ebright’s life is the perfect embodiment of the same. He 
was just like other children at school, despite being a brilliant student who scored high grades.
He faced many failures but each failure strengthened his will to succeed. He participated in the 
County Science Fair, where he failed to win a prize. Instead of giving up, he decided to try again in 
class eight. Repeated failure did not daunt him and he kept trying again and again, until finally his 
experiment regarding the gold spots in butterflies won the third prize at an international science 
and engineering fair.

OR
Bholi lacked confidence and could not speak clearly. When the teacher asked her name, Bholi 
stammered and was mortified when others laughed at her. The teacher gave her confidence and 
told her that she would soon speak like others.
The teacher gave her a book and asked her to finish it. She encouraged Bholi and told her that if she 
worked hard, she would succeed. The teacher knew that if she could get Bholi to believe in herself, 
she would speak like other students of her class., and if they worked together, then Bholi would 
be more knowledgeable than anyone in the village. The same children who were laughing at her 
would eventually respect her. Thus , it is the teacher who kindles the flame of learning in Bholi’s 
heart and instills confidence in her. Bholi takes immense courage from her teacher’s presence.
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12
SOLUTION

 PART - A
READING

 1. (A) (a)  About 500 words per minute.
  (B) (a) option (1)
   Explanation: The author tells us the importance of communication and also how a good orator 

connects with his audiences. But, the whole passage revolves about the art of listening. The 
writer tells the readers that how a listener can help an orator to be able to convey even those 
thoughts for which he has no words. So, (a) sums up the central idea best.

  (C) (c) (2) and (3)
  (D)	 (a)	 effective	listening	for	communication.
   Explanation: As the author tells us that how important it is to communicate and much more 

importance is of listening. Without a good listener, communication is useless. Hence the answer 
here is (a).

  (E)	 (c)	 get	much	more	than	what	the	speaker	wants	to	say.
   Explanation: For communication to be successful it is important that the listener should listen 

carefully. So, (d) is incorrect. Having the knowledge of communication is not necessary. So, (b) is 
also not correct. When a listener understands the coherence of the speakers he only gets what 
is being said. So, (a) is also not the answer. A good listener understands what is not being said. 
Hence, the answer here is (c).

  (F)	 (a)	 Using	protection	as	a	psychological	"barrier"	during	sexual	intercourse	can	be	a	suggestive	
measure	for	birth	control.

   Explanation: Barrier as used in the passage refers to a logical barrier that acts as a hindrance 
in effective communication. Sentences (b), (c) & (d) all are about some kind of logical barriers. 
Hence, (a) is the correct answer.

  (G)	 (b)	 making	the	speaker	comfortable.
   Explanation: A good listener is one who listens carefully, doesn't speak much in between, 

doesn't prompt the user. So, (a), (c) & (d) are not the answers. The answer here is (b), as the 
most important role of a listener is to make the speaker comfortable so that he can express 
his feelings easily.

  (H)	 (d)	 a	motivator
   Explanation: Many people listen to a speaker and derive their inferences and information from 

the speeches. A good speaker always motivates others.
  (I)	 (a)	 to	clear	out	the	hindrances	of	listening.
   Explanation: The author tells us that there are many barriers to effective listening. These 

barriers hinder listening. Hence, they must be removed. Therefore (b), (c) & (d) are not the 
answers. The answer here is (a).

  (J) (b) (3) and (4)
   Explanation: The author says that listening is an art that can be cultivated. So, (1) is incorrect. 

An art can't be healed so, (2) is also incorrect. An art grows, (3) is therefore, correct. Art also 
prospers. Hence, (4) is also correct. Hence, the answer here is (b).
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  (K)	 (a)	 public	speaking
   Explanation: The author says that speaking is a dialogue, rather than a monologue. So, (b) & 

(d) can't be the answers. But, as the author emphasises the importance of listening, (c) also 
can't be the answer. Here, the author tells the listeners to be patient and observant. Hence, the 
answer here is (a).

  (L) (c)	 listen	attentively.
   Explanation: The author tells us that a good listener is a good speaker. We should speak clearly 

to reach the minds of the listener. It is also important to avoid physical barriers for effective 
communication. But in the last paragraph he lays emphasis on listening attentively. Hence (c) 
is the answer.

 2. (A) (d)	 nearby
   Explanation: Sustained means to keep going or continue without interruption. Hence, the 

answer here is (d).
  (B) (a)	 financial	condition	of	a	person.
   Explanation: Author tells us that happiness varies with the social condition and location of 

different people. But, one thing that was common was the economic condition. Hence, the 
options (b), (c) & (d) are ruled out. The answer is therefore, (a).

  (C) (c)	 social	scientist.
   Explanation: A person who works for the well being of special sections of the society is a social 

worker. The person who studies economy is an economist. A social scientist is a person who 
studies about various factors that affect a society. Happiness is one such factor. Hence, the 
answer here is (c).

  (D) (c)	 (1)	surveyor	&	(2)	a	data	analyst.
   Explanation: Gurdeep prepares a questionnaire to perform a survey, so, he is a surveyor. Sara 

analyzes the data collected, hence, she is a data analyst. So, the answer here is (c).
  (E) (c) (2) and (5)
   Explanation: Having money is no guarantee of happiness, however, sustainable resources lead 

to happiness. Social and emotional well being combine for a total well being. Hence, (5) is also 
correct. So, the correct answer here is (c).

  (F ) (b) Zimbabwe
   Explanation: As the survey tells that the happiness index in Zimbabwe rose from 56.4% to 

82.1%. Hence, the answer here is (b).
  (G) (c)	 economically	stable	countries	account	for	a	happier	population.
   Explanation: Rich countries are happy but that is not sustained happiness. Developing countries 

are less happier and having only sustained resources does not account for much. Hence, (a), (b) 
& (d) are not the answers. The answer here is (c). As economically stable countries account for 
a happier population.

  (H) (d)	 Argentina	and	Russia.
  (I) (b)	 Russia
  (J) (a)	 Income	and	life	satisfaction	don’t	go	together.
   Explanation: The author tells that some remote places might get missed in the survey. Hence, 

(b) is correct. Many countries have an increase in happiness. So, (c) is also correct. Social well 
being plays an important role in happiness quotient. So, (d) is also correct. Here, the answer is 
(a).

  (K) (d)	 both	(a)	and	(b)
   Explanation: Marriages in family bring happiness, divorces bring gloom and earning brings 

satisfaction. All these are short lived, hence (a), (b) & (c) both are correct choices. So, (d) is the 
correct answer. 

  (L) (c) about 90%
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LITERATURE
 3. (A) (b)		 feeling	of	sadness.
   Explanation: As the narrator of the story tells us that the man he had robbed, had trusted him 

far more than anything else and the robbery was a theft of trust more than the robbery of 
money. When a person is robbed off with trust he neither feels greed, anger nor fear. He feels 
sad. So, the answer here is (b).

  (B) (c) (5) and (7)
   Explanation: The writer tells us that his clothes were stuck due to cold winter rains. Hence, (1) 

is correct but (5) is incorrect. In the very first sentence the writer tells us that he was standing 
on a deserted platform, so, (2) is also correct. The writer, as he was a thief, couldn't have friends 
as they could create trouble for him. Hence, the (3) is also correct. (4) and (6) are also correct 
as the writer tells us about his study of men's faces. (7) is incorrect as the writer says that the 
greedy man showed fear on discovering theft. Hence, the answer is (c).

  (C) (c) F – (2) and O – (1)
   Explanation: The writer tells us that he found friends to be more of trouble, so, (2) is a fact. (1) 

is opinion as the author never tells us how Anil actually felt after being robbed. So, here (c) is 
the answer.

  (D) (c)	 happy
   Explanation: Deserted means a place where no one lives. A place that is abandoned or alone. 

A place which everyone has left. In a deserted place a person is never happy. Hence, (c) is the 
correct answer.

  (E) (c)	 Avoid	touching	during	the	quarantine	period.
   Explanation: In the given sentence the author uses the word touched in the context that it is 

psychological and mild. The sentences in option (a) & (b) refer to physical touch in their context 
and the sentence in option (d) uses the word touched in the context that the temperature 
reached 49°. Only the sentence in option (c) relates to the contextual meaning as given by the 
author. So, the correct answer is (c).

OR
  (A) (b) option (2)
   Explanation: As Bholi fell from a cot and damaged her brain, the image in (b) relates to that 

the most so, the correct answer is (b).
  (B) (a)	 numberdar	of	village.
  (C) (b)	 little	Sulekha	used	to	stammer.
   Explanation: As given in the story, Sulekha started speaking very late and then also she used 

to stammer. Hence the answer here is (b).
  (D) (a)	 they	were	attractive	and	physically	fit
   Explanation: As Ramlal was a healthy and prosperous farmer, there was an abundance of 

food and milk. So, all his kids were healthy and girls were good looking too. Hence, the answer 
here is (a).

  (E) (d) option (4)
   Explanation: The phrase 'fun of' is used when we intend to tell that something seemingly 

amuses others. Shoes, behavior, etc. of others are amusing to others. But, money is never the 
centre of amusement. Hence, here the answer is (d).

 4. (A) Note: There is a misprint in the question. The correct question is:
   The poet say that "Of a day, I had rued". What does the word 'rued' mean here.
   (a) sued     (b) ruined     (c) held in regret     (d) confused

(b) ruined
   Explanation: The poet says that he was having a bad day when the crow suddenly shook ice 

on him and changed his mood. This saved his day. Rued here therefore, means ruined (b)
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  (B) (c) a b a b, a b a b
  (C) (d)	 hatred	and	desire
  (D) (d)	 the	poet	is	extremely	joyful.
   Explanation: As the crow shooks snow over the poet's shoulder, his otherwise regretful mood 

changed into a happy one. The crow is used as a symbol of sorrow. So, (a), (b) & (c) are not the 
answers. Here the answer is (d). As poet feels rejoiced but is not extremely joyful.

  (E) (c) sorrow
   Explanation: Hemlock tree is a poisonous tree. It is a symbol of death and sorrow. Similarly a 

crow is also thought to be connected with sorrow. Hence, the answer here is (c).
OR

  (A) (a)	 to	attack	a	prey
   Explanation: Lurking behind means to hide behind and shadows here refers to trees of the 

forest. A tiger in the forests hides behind trees when he has to attack his prey. So, (a) is the 
correct answer.

  (B) (a)	 that	the	tiger	knows	its	power	is	situated
  (C) (b)	 growing
   Explanation: Stalking means to walk closely behind someone. So, (a), (c) & (d) are not the 

answers. The answer here is (b).
  (D) (c)	 the	strength	of	tiger	is	subsided	behind	the	bars
   Explanation: The tiger is a mighty animal. He is more powerful than almost any of the other 

wild animals. But now he is caged behind the bars. The poet says that it is not the tiger but his 
power that has been imprisoned. Hence, the answer is (c). 

  (E) (d)	 docile
   Explanation: Tiger is a powerful animal, he has terror. He is also courageous. So, (a), (b) & (c) 

are not the answers. The answer here is (d). Since, docile means submissive, which a tiger is not.

GRAMMAR
 5. (A) (a)	 a	scholar
  (B) (c) wrote
  (C) (b)	 ranged

 6. Note: The correct passage is as follows:
The girl asks, “the internet seems great but is it always safe? She feels – (A) about the 
internet. Another boy asks can the internet ask about (B). If the details are (C) to them, they 
might misuse it. We should avoid sharing our personal details on the internet.

(A) (a) insecure 
  (B) (b)	 his	personal	detail
  (C) (c)	 known

 7. (A) (c)	 will	be	lying
  (B) (c)	 would
  (C) (a)	 have
  (D) (a)	 go
  (E) (b)	 will	have
  (F) (c)	 was	working.
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 PART - B
WRITING

 8. Pragya Public School 
Nangal,
Punjab

13th September 20XX

The Managing Director
Mount Travels and Tourism
Punjab

Subject: Stop duping tourists with false promises

Respected Sir/Madam,
Through this letter, I would like to file a complaint against your travel agency. Your agents had 
arranged a trip to Nainital for Pragya Public School. You promised that you would provide us with 
the best package but unfortunately it did not meet our expectations.
The seats of the bus were uncomfortable. We booked a bus for 40 students but you provided us 
a mini bus of 30 seats. Many students had to travel standing. Even the refreshments given to the 
students seemed stale and unhealthy. Moreover, the accommodation arrangements were far from 
satisfactory and had no proper ventilation. The supervisors were not willing to serve. Many of them 
used abusive language with us.
Your high profile leaflet duped us. In practice, it has no existence. I request you to lodge my complaint 
and look into the discrepancies of your agency.
Yours sincerely
Sujal / Sujata Ahuja

OR
321/3, Anand Vihar
Jaipur

15th July 20XX

The Municipal Commissioner
Jaipur Municipal Corporation
Jaipur

Subject: Unsanitary conditions in the city

Respected Sir/Madam
Through this letter, I wish to draw your attention to the poor sanitary conditions in the city.
Sanitation in India is a multifold problem. Poor urban planning is compounded by migrations to 
cities, which increases the slum population. Water scarcity, inadequate rural infrastructure, illiteracy, 
and homelessness are some problems to consider. To tackle all these problems, the following steps 
should be implemented.
For tackling migration, appropriate city planning is needed. The authorities need to ensure clean 
water and sanitation services in all houses. The government can also establish multiple public 
toilets, which will prevent public defecation that spread infections.
Processing of sewage can help in multiple ways as the residual organic waste can be separated from 
the water and be used for creating organic fertilisers. This also helps to decrease water pollution. 
I hope your department will take these suggestions into consideration and improve our condition.
Yours sincerely
Nitish / Nikita
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 9. Spending Habits
Lifestyle magazine conducted a survey to analyse the spending habits of people from March-April. 
The spending pattern fluctuates with each month, but expenditure on utilities gets the lion’s share. 
In January, people spend the most on entertainment when welcoming the new year. People also 
spend on dining out, buying utilities and household goods. In February, with exams round the corner, 
the focus shifts to studies and people spend less on entertainment. With the financial year and the 
academic year ending in March, people again spend on dining out and entertainment to celebrate 
their victories. The one constant is that each month, a big chunk of money goes towards buying 
utilities. While the spending on household items varies each month, it does not have a big share of 
the spending. The one thing that is constant is the spending power of the middle classes.

OR
Utilities or Necessities?

The bar chart shows the result of a survey conducted in 2010 - 2019 indicating percentages 
of utilities being used by the households. The chart clearly shows that television was the most 
popular utility item. The fascination for TV remains steadfast with channels to suit each person's 
temperament and taste. The increasing sales of vacuum cleaners and washing machines are clear 
pointers that doing such chores manually remain difficult. Refrigerators appeared to have gained 
popularity among the poor. The telephone gained popularity with people ready to spend on this 
necessity. However, despite the new variety of cars, the sales did not show an upward trend. The 
high cost might be a deterrent. Purchase of central heating was limited to the rich. However, 
the sales did pick up and showed improvement from 1997 and by 2000 as almost 50% of the 
households had it.

LITERATURE
 10. (A) (a) As the storm hit, the author realised that his compass wasn’t working and he had no way 

of escaping when help appeared in the form of the black aeroplane and the pilot was 
eager to help the author. The author was following the black aeroplane in order to reach 
his destination safely.

   (b) The poet Robert Frost believed that the end of the world will happen because of fire, which 
symbolises desire, and if the world had to end twice, then ice, symbolising hatred, is equally 
powerful as there is enough hatred in the world. This hatred will destroy the world.

   (c) The little boy is distraught at the loss of his ball. He cherished the ball as he had some great 
times with it. The poet is moved seeing the boy’s misery. However, he does not comfort or 
help the boy because he feels that this loss would teach the boy to be responsible and take 
better care of his things.

  (B) (a) Hari Singh was a thief who had not had much luck in his work lately. He approached Anil 
with the intention of robbing him, as he seemed to be a simple man. According to Hari, 
winning Anil’s confidence looked like an easy task.

   (b) Bholi’s first day of school brought a hope of a new life. She found a loving and kind teacher. 
The teacher inspired her, gave her a book and had made Bholi feel confident about herself.

   (c) Richard had a rare honour at the age of twenty two. He wrote an article with his friend about 
a theory of how cells work. The article was published in the scientific journal ‘Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Science.’ No one had achieved this at such a young age before 
him.

 11. (A) (a) In the beginning, Lencho was very happy and satisfied to have received the letter. But when 
he counted the money and found it less, he became very angry. He wrote another letter 
to God, demanding thirty more pesos and to send the money directly to him as the postal 
officials had stolen it as they were a bunch of crooks.

   (b) The seagull’s whole family had flown away and he was standing alone. So, to attract his 
mother’s attention, he stood on the brink of the ledge on one leg with the other leg hidden 
under his wing. He closed one eye and pretended to be falling asleep.

   (c) Maddie hoped that they would find Wanda because she wanted to tell her that they were 
sorry that they had teased her and the school thought that she was wonderful. She wanted 
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to request Wanda to return to their school. She wanted to assure her that everybody would 
be nice to her, and Peggy and she would fight anybody who would not be nice to her.

  (B) (a) Richard would catch a female monarch, take their eggs, and raise them in his basement 
through their life cycle, from egg to caterpillar to pupa to adult butterfly. Then he would 
tag the butterflies’ wings and let them go.

   (b) The household dogs surged round the vet to have a look at Tricki. However, when Tricki 
looked at the noisy pack with his dull eyes, the dogs sniffed around him for a few minutes 
and decided that he was an uninteresting object. They ignored him thereafter.

   (c) Jeanne was astonished to see Matilda as she could not recognise her, as she seemed an 
old and worn out poor woman contrary to the beautiful and joyous lady she had been in 
the past.

 12. Valli, the whimsical child had meticulously planned the journey. Filled with enthusiasm and high 
spirits, on her journey to the town, Valli laughed with glee when she saw a young cow, tail high in 
the air, running right in the middle of the road,in front of the bus. The more the bus honked, the more 
frightened the cow became and it galloped faster right in front of the bus. Valli found this to be very 
funny, and she laughed and laughed until there were tears in her eyes. 
However, while returning, she saw the same young cow lying on the road as it had been struck by 
some fast moving vehicle. Valli was immediately filled with sadness. The lovable, beautiful creature 
looked horrible as it lay dead with a fixed stare. The memory of the dead cow haunted her and 
dampened her enthusiasm. Thus, Valli had gone through various mood changes in accordance with 
the landscape.

OR
Short tempered and instinctive, Natalya has a dominant personality in the play. As evident in the 
given dialogue, she is assertive and argumentative. A good looking educated girl, she is desperate 
to fall in love. As described by Chubokov, she is a lovesick cat who would let go off the argument 
only because it involved a prospective partner. According to Lomov, she does not seem educated as 
she is abusive and cannot control her speech. She quarrels with Lomov over meadows as she says 
that she does not like unfairness but when she comes to know that Lomov had come to propose 
to her, she changes her attitude and regrets losing an opportunity. She is, therefore, an opportunist. 
When Lomov returns, she begins all over again to fight with him on the issue of their respective dogs. 
Although she states in the given dialogue that she can’t stand unfairness, but her behaviour towards 
Lomov and her arguments are quite unfair. 

 13. Richard had become bored collecting butterflies. His mother got him a book on the migration of 
butterflies. He came in contact with Dr. Urquhart through the book. Dr. Urquhart directed him to 
study the migration pattern of butterflies.
When he did not win any prize in the science fair in seventh grade, he again wrote to Dr. Urquhart to 
guide him. The scientist gave him many suggestions for new experiments. Richard performed these 
experiments throughout the high school and won many prizes. Later, he worked on why bright 
spots are found on a monarch pupa, motivated by Dr. Urquhart. It led to the discovery of a new 
hormone. The discovery of this new hormone further led to an important theory. The theory was 
about how cells read their DNA. In this way, Dr. Urquhart proved to be his true mentor. 

OR
Mr. and Mrs. Hall were up early one morning. They saw the scientist’s door wide open for the 
first time. They became very curious and did not want to miss the opportunity of investigating 
the scientist’s room. The clothes and bandages of the stranger were lying about the room. 
However, all of a sudden, Mrs. Hall heard a sniff close to her ear. Then the hat leapt up and 
dashed into her face. The chair in the bedroom became alive and rushed at her. She and her 
husband were terrified. The chair pushed both of them out of the door and it slammed shut 
behind them. Mrs. Hall was convinced that the room was haunted by spirits and the stranger 
had somehow caused the spirits to enter her furniture.
As evident from the incidents given above, although Mr. and Mrs. Hall got a good taste of 
adventure owing to their curiosity yet these adventures were merely scenes of horror and 
nightmare for them.
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13
SOLUTION

 PART - A
READING

 1. (A) (b)  sacrifice of ego
 Explanation: A polite person has no ego. So, (a) is not the answer. Politeness brings happiness, 

hence, (c) & (d) are also not the answer. The answer here is (b)..
(B) (a) option (1)
 Explanation: ‘Politeness is the flower of humanity.’ - Joseph Joubert the passage tells numerous 

benefits of politeness. It doesn't tell how to win over someone or how to use politeness for our 
own benefits. Hence, the answer here is (a).

(C) (b) imperative
 Explanation: The above statement is about how to be polite, so, (a), (c) & (d) cannot be the 

answers as we cannot talk about politeness in a rude manner or by being egoistic or angry. 
Hence, the answer here is (b).

(D) (b) Politeness is our duty
 Explanation: The author of the passage writes about politeness and how being polite inside out 

helps humanity. He has written how politeness helps us improve our physical as well as mental 
health. From all this we conclude that politeness is our duty. Hence, (b) is the correct answer.

(E) (b) speech, thought and actions.
 Explanation: The writer tells us that politeness should be inculcated not only in speech, but aslo 

in our actions and thoughts. Hence, the answer here is (b).
(F) (a) We shouldn’t bother him over such trifles.
 Explanation: The word trifle in the passage is used to mean ' in negligible amount. ' (b) uses 

it to mean not to treat with seriousness. (c) uses it as a name of dessert. (d) means talk or act 
frivolously. Only in (a) does it mean negligible or unimportant. Hence, (a) is the correct answer.

(G) (a)  in social étiquettes
(H) (c)  options (1) and (4)
 Explanation: Politeness is not a right that we are granted and also it is not an obligation on us. 

But, as the author tells us that it is a duty and valuable possession. Hence, the answer is (c).
(I) (b)  Being polite is a quality of a civilized person
 Explanation: Politeness is defined as a characteristic. A characteristic cannot be inevitable. So, 

(a) is not the answer. A polite person is civilized. So, (d) is not the answer. The answer here is (b).
(J) (b)  refined
 Explanation: Ill is opposite of well so, (a) is not the answer. (c) & (d) are also not the answers 

as 'well bred' means well brought up. A well bred person has refined mannerism and behavior. 
Hence, the answer is (b).

(K) (b)  Dr. Johnson
(L) (a)  Politeness distinguishes us
 Explanation: (b) is not at all related to the passage. The author tells us that politeness in many 

cases brings excellence. In the last paragraph the author tells us that politeness is a valuable 
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possession (d) but he sums up with what Dr. Johnson says about politeness that politeness 
clearly demarks an ill-bred and a well-bred person. Hence, the answer here is (a).

 2. (A) (c) the Dark Ages
   Explanation: As given in the second paragraph, its origin dates back to Dark Ages. Hence, the 

answer is (c).
  (B) (a)  at Lords
   Explanation: As given in the third paragraph, the oldest set of surviving set of cricket laws were 

written on a handkerchief and is presently in MCC Museum at Lord's in London. Hence, the 
answer is (a).

  (C) (b)  1877
  (D) (c)  50 overs
  (E) (b)  1983
  (F ) (a)  An obituary  in a newspaper  read  that  the ashes of  the English cricket would be  taken  to 

Australia.
   Explanation: As given in the fourth paragraph, in the first test match between Australia and 

England, Australia had its first win on English soil. And so the newspapers published an obituary. 
Hence, the answer is (a).

  (G) (a)  Sri Lanka
  (H) (a)  limited overs matches
   Explanation: An ODI is a form of limited overs cricket, played between two teams, in which 

each team faces a fixed member of overs usually 50. So, it cannot be (b) unlimited overs or (c) 
20-20 overs or (d) few overs. Hence, the correct answer is (a).

  (I) (a)  urn
  (J) (a)  1878
  (K) (c)  Lords
  (L) (b)  It tested skills and patience
   Explanation: As given in the fourth paragraph, the test was gruelling i.e tiring. So, it required 

and tested physical strength. But, it tested most of all the skills and patience of the players. 
Hence, (b) is the correct answer.

LITERATURE
 3. (A) (a)  rather agonized
   Explanation: As the speaker says he can't stand, this means unfairness is unbearable for him. 

So he is neither cheerful, excited or hopeful. So, (b), (c), & (d) are not the answers. This shows 
author's agony towards unfairness. So, (a) is the correct answer.

  (B) (b)  (3), (4), (5)
   Explanation: (1) is true as the speaker tells that meadows aren't worth much to him. (2) is also 

true as he speaks of unfairness. (3) & (4) are not true. (5) is also not true as the speaker tells 
that meadows are worth 300 roubles. Hence, the answer is (b).

  (C) (a)  F-(2), (3) and O-(1), (4)
   Explanation: As the speaker says that he can't stand unfairness and he was counter argued so 

(2) and (3) are facts. There are no evidences in the story to support (1) & (4) statements. Hence, 
the answer here is (a).

  (D) (c)  unfairness
   Explanation: (a) is a Russian archaic land measurement. Meadow are pastures and roubles is 

currency. Hence, (a), (b) & (d) are not the answers. The correct answer here is (c).
  (E) (c)  Just
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OR
  (A) (a)  option (1)
   Explanation: His wings spread outwards as is given in the very first line of the extract, at the 

very next moment his wings spread out. So, (a) is the correct answer here.
  (B) (b) She was proud of him and made a lot of noise
   Explanation: Since the young seagull wasn't able to fly for the whole day due to fear, but 

when he flew his mother felt proud like any other mother would be on her child's achievements. 
So, here the answer is (b).

  (C) (c)  They began flying around him
   Explanation: As the young seagull succeeded in flying, his family was all happy and applauded 

his effort. As the birds have no other way of expressing their feelings, so they started to flew 
around him to support and applaud him.

  (D) (a)  release

  (E) Note: There is a misprint, part (E) is missing in the book. The question along with it’s solution 
is given below:
(E) The statement that is TRUE about him, according to the passage is.
 (a) He was scared
 (b) He did not fall headlong
 (c) Cowardice had seized him            
 (d) He could not spread his wings

   (b)  He did not fall headlong
   Explanation: He was no longer afraid. He began to fly. He was not falling headlong. He flapped 

his wings. Therefore, (b) is correct.

 4. (A) (b)  drum 
   Explanation: Barrel is a big container used to store liquids in large quantities. So, (d) is not the 

answer as a basket cannot be used to store liquids. As a barrel is used for large quantities so 
(a) & (c) are also not the answers. Hence, the answer is (b).

  (B) (b) aabb
   Explanation: Since, the first two and the last two lines of the stanza rhyme similar, hence, the 

answer here is (b).
  (C) (d)  Bravery and cowardice
   Explanation: These lines tell how all the animals were brave and courageous except Custard 

who looked for a refuge whenever he sensed danger.
  (D) (a)  “Don’t keep me in a cage!”
  (E) (d)  rage
   Explanation: Safe is when we seek refuge. Blink means to quickly close and open eyes. Chased 

means to follow. Rage means to be angry. Hence, the answer here is (d).
OR

  (A) (c)  she thinks she is
   Explanation: The poet is not an orphan and the lines here are her thoughts. So, options (a) & 

(d) are not true. The correct answer is (c).
  (B) (d)  because the poet wants to stress on the speaker’s imagination
   Explanation: These lines are given in bracket because they are not the main course of the 

poem. These lines are the poet's thoughts. Hence, the answer here is (d).
  (C) (d)  so she can roam freely
   Explanation: The poet is stressed due to the constant nag from her mother. Therefore, she 

imagines herself to be an orphan who roams freely in the street without anyone restricting her. 
Hence, the answer here is (d).
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  (D) (b)  It is precious
   Explanation: The poet is fed up with her mother's constant nag. She wants to speak something 

but knows it is worthless. So, she says that silence saves her from further nagging and helps 
her retain her peace. So, silence for her is precious as gold. So, (b) is the correct answer.

  (E) (d)  caged
   Explanation: (a) means to be free from bondage. (b) & (c) both represent freedom. (d) means 

to be behind bars. So, (d) is the correct answer.

GRAMMAR
 5. (A) (a)  And geographical diversity  
  (B) (d)  To numerous tourists
  (C) (b)  The world

 6. (A) (b)  said that he knew that
  (B) (d)  exclaimed that
  (C) (c)  excitedly exclaimed that

 7. (A) (b)  organized
  (B) (b)  were
  (C) (c)  thronged 
  (D) (c)  an, a
  (E) (b)  heard
  (F) (d)  looked

 PART - B
WRITING

 8. 124, Vivek Vihar
New Delhi

15th March 20XX

The Editor
The Hindustan Times
Kasturba Gandhi Marg
New Delhi

Subject: Rise in the prices of edible items

Respected Sir/Madam,
Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I would like to draw your attention towards a steep 
increase in the prices of essential commodities like pulses, onions and oils, over the past few days.
The first reason for this rise is black marketing and hoarding at various levels. Traders stock goods, 
curb supply, and create an artificial scarcity of goods, due to which the supply decreases and the 
price rises. People in the lower and middle income groups are affected the most by this as they 
have limited income and are not able to spend so much on these commodities. At the same time, 
they cannot do without such essential commodities.
I would be grateful to you if you help us in raising this problem in front of the concerned authorities 
so that such a situation can be controlled soon. Kindly do the needful at the earliest.

Yours truly,
Pranjal / Praneeta
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OR
10, Green Park
New Delhi

4th June 20XX

The Director
The Institute of Foreign Languages 
New Delhi

Subject: Enquiry about language certificate course

Dear Sir/Madam
With reference to your advertisement in The Times of India, dated 31st May 20XX, I wish to enquire 
about your certificate course in foreign languages.
I am interested in applying for the certificate course in Japanese and request you to share the 
following details:
(1) Duration of the course
(2) Class timings and frequency
(3) Fee structure and option for instalments
(4) Faculty experience. Will the classes be held on one on one basis or are there more students?
(5) Any discount for meritorious students?
(6) Will the certificate be recognised internationally?
(7) Does the institute provide a transportation facility?
I will be grateful if you would respond at the earliest to help me with the decision. It would be 
immensely helpful if the details could be shared on my mail id varunkp26@hotmail.com.
Looking forward to a positive response.
Yours sincerely
Vishal / Veena

 9. Logged in - But Not Safe
By Dipin / Vidya

We live in a world where everything is just a click away. The power of social media spans personal 
and professional fronts. However, with time, the number of cyber crimes have more than doubled 
from 2013 to 2015.
The most vulnerable are teenagers and elders. It is easy for criminals and predators to dupe them. 
Children fall prey to cyber bullying which can lead to depression. These are just a few examples of 
how dangerous social media can be for children. It is imperative that parents keep a close eye on 
what websites their children are accessing.
The elderly are also easy targets as criminals befriend them, take all their information and steal 
their money by hacking into their accounts. The bar graph clearly shows the exponential increase 
in the number of cyber crimes, which was negligible in 2011. It's time we take steps for our own 
safety.

OR
Social Media - Your Guide to the World

The bar graph is a clear representation of the way social media affects our choices. We have 
become attuned to checking social media before taking any decision, be it which movie to watch 
or where to live.
Before investing in any product, we research and then base our decision on the reviews or visiting 
the site and chatting with a bot. Almost 30% of our decisions regarding a purchase come from 
interacting with chatbots. If that is not enough, the videos get to us nearly 25% of the time. Text 



  English Language and Literature Class X20

messages espousing a product’s quality also tempt us to purchase around 15%. The appeal of live 
shopping channels is high as well, nearing 20% according to the graph. It is safe to say that social 
media has proven to be a blessing for many by providing a reliable option for consumers.

LITERATURE
 10. (A) (a) Nelson Mandela said so because the oppressed were robbed when they suffered and the 

oppressor had to kill the good within himself/herself before doing anything cruel to the 
other people.

   (b) Peggy knew that she had behaved badly with Wanda, but she did not want to accept that. 
So, in order to make herself feel better, Peggy said that she had indirectly helped Wanda 
design the dresses as she kept asking her about them. This, according to Peggy, motivated 
Wanda to design the dresses.

   (c) The poet Robert Frost uses ice as a symbol of hatred which can make our minds numb. 
Such cold thoughts and reasoning make us insensitive and cruel. So, the poet thinks that 
‘ice’ or ‘hate’ can be a strong cause for the destruction of this world.

  (B) (a) The narrator had expected a sweet and simple country village but when he reached New 
Mullion, he saw that its streets were rivers of mud, with rows of wooden shops either 
painted sour brown or not painted at all.

   (b) Hari Singh was not fully honest with Anil. Whenever Anil gave him money to buy utilities, 
Hari would always keep some amount with him and thus, despite Anil’s efforts to change 
Hari’s life, he could not control his innate nature.

   (c) Ramlal was more worried about Bholi because she was the weakest child in their family, 
who stammered as well. He was also worried about her ugliness because of the pockmarks 
all over her body. He felt that no one would marry Bholi as she was dumb and ugly.

 11. (A) (a) The writer was flying his old Dakota aeroplane when he saw the black clouds. He was lost 
in the storm. Suddenly, he saw a black aeroplane, which had no lights on its wings. The pilot 
instructed the narrator to follow him and the narrator obeyed him like a child. After some 
time, the pilot of the other plane started to land. The narrator followed him blindly through 
the storm and came out of the clouds. He saw the lights of the runway and landed safely.

   (b) In the poem, the “dust of snow” means a freckle of snow, which looks like the little white 
flowers found on the Hemlock tree. This dust of snow changed the poet’s mood. He was 
sad earlier and this little thing changed his mood to that of joy.

   (c) The postmaster was initially amused to see the letter, but then he was moved by Lencho’s 
faith in God. He decided to collect money to ensure that Lencho’s faith was not shaken. He 
contributed money from his own salary and asked his friends and other employees to help. 
He managed to collect seventy pesos.

  (B) (a) Matilda always longed for a life of luxury and wealth. She immersed herself in the life of 
glamour. She borrowed a necklace when invited to a party, but lost it. She and her husband 
worked day and night to pay for the necklace. Therefore, it is always better to be satisfied 
with what you have.

   (b) Griffin had managed to stay invisible but one day, he stepped in some mud, making him 
leave footprints as he walked. His footprints were seen by two boys. They followed him as 
long as the prints were visible. After getting rid of the boys, he went into a big London store 
to put on some warm clothes. Once the store was shut, he got dressed. He put on shoes, 
an overcoat and a wide-brimmed hat which made him visible to the people who came to 
work at the store the next day.

   (c) According to the author, for any aspiring scientist, it is necessary to have a sharp, inquisitive 
mind. A person desirous of becoming a scientist must always retain scientific curiosity just 
like Ebright. Curiosity to learn and discover new things and the zeal to stay ahead of others 
fuel a person’s will to become a scientist.
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 12. Kisa Gotami, the mother of an only son, was grief-stricken when he died. Initially, she only thought 
about her grief and was, therefore, asking for a medicine that would bring her son back to life. When 
she met Buddha, he asked her to get a handful of mustard seeds from a house where no one had 
died. He asked her to do such a task purposely to make her realise that there was not a single house 
where no beloved had ever died and that death is natural. When she went to all the houses  for the 
second time, she felt dejected that she could not gather the mustard seeds. Then, when she sat and 
thought about it, she realised that the fate of men is such that death is common to all. This was 
what Buddha had intended her to understand. 
Rather than sermonizing her, Buddha engaged her in the process of self-discovery which led her 
to wander around and discover that there was no such house which had not witnessed death. Kisa 
Gotami understood the universality of finiteness of life only through this inquiry that was initiated 
by Buddha. Thus, truly understanding and accepting the loss that she witnessed. 

OR
On her journey to the town, Valli laughed with glee when she saw a young cow, tail high in the 
air, running right in the middle of the road. The more the bus honked, the more frightened the 
cow became and it galloped faster right in front of the bus. Valli found this to be very funny, and 
she laughed and laughed till there were tears in her eyes. Similarly, Rajvir was mesmerized with 
the beauty of Assam. Rajvir had never seen so much greenery before. Then the soft green paddy 
fields gave way to tea bushes. He chose not to read the detective stories so that he can enjoy the 
magnificence of Assam’s beauty. 
Thus both journeys narrate the tales of enthusiasm and adventure, filling Valli and Rajvir with the 
sense of immense excitement and accomplishment.

 13. Unlike Ramlal’s other children, Bholi was not healthy and strong. She was treated differently from 
her siblings, not only by the villagers but also by her parents. However, her teacher brought a new 
ray of hope in Bholi’s life. She was very encouraging which made her gain confidence to speak. After 
years of gaining education with the help of her teacher, Bholi turned into a confident girl. She no 
longer stammered. She even had the courage to refuse to marry a lame old man because of his 
greed. Her father worried about her marriage, but she said that he need not worry, as she would 
teach in the same school where she had learnt so much and would take care of her parents in 
their old age. This is how the education and love of her teacher transformed Bholi. Her courage and 
determination were the ray of light for her and for the society. 

OR
In this story, Surgery is a hospital for sick dogs. Surgery also refers to medical aid in allopathy. The 
title refers to both these meanings.
Tricki is Mrs. Pumphrey’s dog. When it falls ill, Mrs. Pumphrey is extremely sad and worried. She calls 
the author, who is also a veterinary surgeon. He takes Tricki to Surgery. He regulates Tricki’s diet and 
makes him run with other dogs. Soon enough, Tricki starts responding to the treatment at Surgery. 
So, the importance of the hospital Surgery is clear. The chapter is all about this. The author wants 
to tell the readers that with discipline in life and the right amount of food and exercise, we would 
stay healthy and this itself would be a triumph of medical science. Hence, ‘A Triumph of Surgery’ is 
an apt title for this story. Ironically, the absence of surgery is also a relevant indication of the idea 
that it was just some discipline and companionship that cured Tricki, and no extraordinary aid was 
required for his rescue.
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