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 1. (A) (b)  cools our brain cells
   Explanation: The writer says that  talking makes our memories sharp. The researchers have 

found out our brain burns up to 33% of the calories we consume and generate heat. Yawning 
cools brain cells. It increases our blood flow, but that is because the brain cells are cooled down. 
Therefore the answer here is (b).

  (B) (b) The human brain is by far the most complex physical object known to us in the entire 
cosmos. – Owen Gingerich

   Explanation: The passage doesn’t explore humour as an activity of the human brain (c) nor 
pattern matching, hence (d) and (c) are ruled out. The passage talks about how researchers all 
over the world are studying the human brain and revealing new findings. Everyday the same 
new findings are unveiled but still the human brain remains unexplored. Hence the answer here 
is (d).

  (C) (a) confident
   Explanation: The line refers to results of some experiments. The results of an experiment don’t 

confuse or puzzle. The revelation is about socialisation which always brings happiness. Hence 
the answer is (a) as the writer is sure about the findings.

  (D) (c) Workings of the Brain 
   Explanation: The passage is about how a brain works and how talking and yawning make our 

brain more relaxed and active. There is nothing written about how to train the brain. So the 
answer here is (c).

  (E) (b) they burn themselves.
   Explanation: According to a research the brain cells that do not stimulate destroy themselves 

(last paragraph of the passage). Hence the answer is (b).
  (F) (d) I wonder if this dish makes you tick.
   Explanation: The writer says ‘what makes the brain tick’. This means what makes the brain 

work or arouses it to work. Option (a) uses tick to mark an option, option (b) refers to the clock 
movement, (c) means quickly, (d) means to activate or arouse the taste buds. So here the 
answer is (d).

  (G) (d) is false 
  (H) (b) our planning improves
   Explanation: Our brain burns calories so it is required to cool down. When the brain cools down, 

it works more efficiently. Immunity (c) is related to whole body and not to the brain. we use our 
brains to plan and if the brain works efficiently, we can plan better. Hence the answer is (b).
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  (I) (b) socializing can boost our intellect
   Explanation : The writer tells us that when we socialize our brains become more active. But 

these activities should be of short duration. Active brains lead to higher levels of intellect. 
Therefore the answer here is (b).

  (J) (c) revealed
  (K) (c) Oscar Ybarra
  (L) (c) the  brain cells have a self-destructive mechanism
   Explanation: The last paragraph of the passage speaks about how Alzheimer's disease is caused 

and also how yawning helps improve brain functions. The paragraph mainly concentrates on 
the self-destructive mechanism of the brain. Hence the answer here is(c). 

 2. (A) (a) indifferent
   Explanation: ‘Hooked’ means to be stuck with something or not being able to live without it. 

Hooked is also used for certain habits.(b) addicted means when one is unable to leave something 
or do without it. Hence this is same as hooked. Glued (b) means to stick with, therefore this is 
also same as hooked. Habitual (d) is something bthat is habit. This is also same as hooked. 
Hence the answer is (a) indifferent which means something that doesnot make any difference. 
Indicates to be stuck on something. Here it refers to being stucked to the TV series

  (B) (b)  due to the style of animation
   Explanation: The author tells us that the Anime version of Manga became popular in India 

due to its style of animation. It had distinct characteristics—a sharply stylised black and white 
format, minimal dialogue, complex plots and characters, and extended storylines that could run 
on for months or thousands of pages. Therefore the answer is (b).

  (C) (b) thirteen
  (D) (d) (1) the story and presentation and (2) good business
   Explanation: After reading the Buddha series for 13 years the youngster told that he was 

attracted by its storyline and the art form. The publishers feel that this segment provides a 
good business. Hence the answer is (d).

  (E) (b) option (2)
   Explanation: Manga started from Japan. It has characters drawn in black and white and a 

perfect storyline which is extended. It’s animated version is called anime. It is not a novel it has 
many different stories. It is also not an Epic as the stories and their characters are not linked in 
any way. Hence the answer is (b).

  (F ) (b) the plot of a novel, drama or story
   Explanation: Story line means the basic idea or plot on which a story is developed. Hence the 

answer here is (b).
  (G) (a) expensive
  (H) (d) 1895
  (I) (c) 300; 2010
  (J) (c) Stupid Guy Goes to India sold 5000 copies.
   Explanation: People've started forming Manga clubs and performing these stories or sharing 

culinary experiences based on these stories. So (a) is true. (b) & (d) are also true as is evident 
from the passage, (c) is not true as it sold 3000 copies.

  (K) (b) it is supplementary
   Explanation: A subsidiary is something or someone which is for help. So It can’t be major or 

important (a). If it isn’t important then it can be replaced (c) and there can be other options also. 
A supplement is also to support a main thing. Hence the answer is (b).

  (L) (a) Manga made its way to the world
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LITERATURE
 3. (A) (c) pleased
   Explanation: The narrator’s parents saw his brother catch his first herring. They were teaching 

their babies to fly and catch prey. So they didn’t scared, ashamed or embarrassed. They are 
always pleased with their kids’ accomplishments. Hence (c) is the answer.

  (B) (c) (1), (6)
   Explanation: (1) is not true as it was twenty four hours ago. (2) is true. (3) brothers and sisters 

are siblings and the narrator tells that his parents were teaching his siblings. (4) Is true as he 
couldn't fly and sat there all day long therefore (6) is not true. (5) is true.

   Hence the answer is (c)
  (C) (b) F-(1), (4) and O-(2), (3)
   Explanation: (1) and (4) are facts as the narrator tells us that  it had been 24 hours and nobody 

came near him. (2) and (3) are the opinions of the readers as there is no evidence for these 
statements.

  (D) (a) settle
   Explanation: When something moves slightly above a surface it appears to glide over it. Skim 

and slide also have the same meaning. Settle down means to rest or sit over somewhere. 
Hence the answer is (a).

  (E) (c) his wings won’t support his weight and he would fall
   Explanation: He was afraid that he would fall because his wings won’t support his weight. 

therefore the answer is (c).
OR

  (A) (b) option (2)
   Explanation: Girls and especially Maddie had now understood Wanda’s condition. She was 

sorry for how she behaved with Wanda. So (b) is the correct answer.
  (B) (b) she had decided not to allow people to make fun of others
   Explanation : Maddie and Peggy were bullies of the class. They mocked and made fun of 

others. Peggy was their leader. She knew if she won’t join Peggy in these mischieves, She may 
break their friend ship. Now that she ahd decide not to allow anyone to make fun of others, 
Peggy may break their friendship.

  (C) (b) she wanted to apologize to Wanda
   Explanation: Maddie wasn’t a shy girl as she was a bully. After the incident she decided not 

to make fun of others. She didn’t want to break her friendship with Peggy. She wanted to 
apologize to Wanda. So the answer here is (b)

  (D) (c) she had realized her mistake  
   Explanation: Maddie and her friends enjoyed making fun of others. So (a) is not the answer. 

She wasn’t bothered at all if they were her friends or not. Or if they talked to her anymore or 
not (b) and (d) She had realized her mistake (c) and so decided to quit making fun of others.

  (E) (c) take action
   Explanation: ‘to stand by’ has been used in the sense to be an overseer, or the one who 

just stands and watches something wrong happening and doesn’t speak up against it. Such a 
person is passive. Such a person is dormant (not marking) or waiting. Hence, incorrect option is 
(c) take action.

 4. (A) (b) moan 
   Explanation: The poet tells that animals do not pity and cry over their condition just as we 

humans do. So whine does not mean laugh, applaud or happy. It means to moan or be sorry 
(b). 
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  (b) (c) abc
   Explanation: All the lines of the given stanza rhyme differently hence the rhyming scheme is 

abc (c).
  (C) (b) human beings and animals
   Explanation: The stanza tells that the animals do not pity over their condition. They do not lie 

awake in the dark apologizing for their sins. Animals also do not talk about what is right and 
what is wrong. They do not tell others about their duties towards God. All these behaviours are 
common amongst humans. Hence the contrast here is between human beings and animals (b).

  (D) (a) “Oh, What a loss!”
   Explanation: Animals have a neutral attitude towards life. They just eat and roam freely. They 

are not moved by  any kind of loss. Whatever be the circumstances they face it, fight and move 
on. So they are not likely to say (a).

  (E) (c) being boastful about their duty to God
   Explanation: Animals are content (d) and they are also brave (b). Hence these two are not the 

answers. Animals have no one to complain to and the Poet is happy that they do not tell others 
what is their duty towards God. Hence (c) is the answer.

OR
  (A) (c) green color
   Explanation: Emerald is a green color gemstone. Hence, the reference here is to do with the 

green color sea like an emerald stone color.
  (B) (b) this is Amanda’s response 
   Explanation: As the poem is about a girl’s thoughts when she is nagged by her parents. To 

show her thoughts Poet has used brackets.
  (C) (b) active
   Explanation: Amanda is agitated by continuous nagging from her mother. She feels churned 

upland wants to relax. This is what languid here means. So (a), (c) & (d) are not the answers. 
The answer is (b).

  (D) (a) mother’s nagging
  (E) (b) blissfully
   Explanation: (a) lonely, (c) terrified and (d) worried all show sorrow or sadness. The answer 

here is blissfully (b) which shows happiness.

GRAMMAR
 5. (A) (a) Comfortable living depends
  (B) (c) Plantations and made available to
  (C) (b) Machinery required for

 6. (A) (a) suggested that
  (B) (b) further enquired
  (C) (c) screamed at me that

 7. (A) (b) returned 
  (B) (b) would
  (C) (a) rains
  (D) (d) is scheduled
  (E) (b) were found
  (F) (a) are reflected



Final Sample Paper (Solution) 35

 PART - B
WRITING

 8. Niti Institute of Excellence
  Prabhuji Marg
  New Delhi 
  24th January 20XX
  M/s Singh & Bros. Booksellers
  Lucknow
  Subject: Supply of books for the institution
  Respected sir/madam,
  We want to place a bulk order for our institution’s library. We request you to reconsider the 10% 

discount proposed earlier. Since we are your regular clients and institutional buyers, kindly agree 
to a 15% discount. It is understood that the dispatch, delivery, and other expenses will be borne by 
your organisation.

  The list of books with their particulars is attached here with.

List of Books Qty.
1. Principles of Management Paperback – 2010 by James A.F. Stoner 12
2. The Ecology of Commerce by Paul Hawken 12
3. A Theory of Justice by John Rawls 10
4. The One Minute Manager by Kenneth H. Blanchard 15
5. Financial Statements by Thomas Ittelson 20

  Yours sincerely
  Saurabh/Sujata

OR
  150, Bhanu Vihar
  New Delhi
  28th May 20XX
  The Editor
  The Times of India
  New Delhi
  Subject : Increasing traffic - a menace
  Respected sir/madam,
  Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned
  authorities towards the increasing traffic and congestionn.
  It is no longer possible to travel without facing traffic jams. At times, ambulances carrying critical 

patients get stuck, resulting in deaths. Increased traffic has led to more accidents and pollution, 
which is the worst in metro cities.

  There are many ways by which we can help ease this. The main factor is the increasing number 
of vehicles. Families now a days have atleast two carsn. Thus, we should raise awareness on the 
benefits of carpooling or ban small families from having more than one car. School-going children 
must use only school transport.

  It is important that these steps are taken to make our roads safe and smooth. I hope the concerned 
authorities and the public adopt these measures.

  Yours sincerely 
  Deepika / Deepak
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 9.   Poverty Declines but No Change for the Poor
  In a survey conducted by the World Bank, it has been found that in India, poverty has been on the 

decline since 1993. While a significant percentage of its population seems out of poverty, the reality 
is different.

  There has been a steady decline in the percentage of people living below the value set by the 
World Bank. In 1993, nearly 250 million from 450 million people lived in abject poverty. There was, 
however, improvement by 2004 when it dropped below 200 million. From almost 50% in 1994, it 
went below 40%. It then declined to less than 30% in 2009 and in 2011, it was below 20%.

  However, the poor have seen little change. Children are forced to work for  one square meal. This  
drop in poverty rate will only make sense if the condition of the poor improves. Otherwise, it is just 
data, not reality.

OR
 Student Health and Weight Problems
  A recent study has raised red flags on the growing cases of obesity in children and its effects on 

their health. Students of a leading public school were a part of the study and the findings are based 
on the obesity criteria set by IAP and CDC.

  The data makes it clear that the health of children needs serious attention as almost 15% of them 
were found obese under CDC and 24% under IAP. With 26% of them overweight under CDC and an 
alarming 36% under IAP, it is time to ensure that they follow a strict regimen for weight control.

  However, there was good news too, with 56% students under CDC and 39% under IAP with a 
normal weight. Another cause for concern was students who were underweight. Parents must 
ensure a healthy lifestyle for children and schools must promote physical exercise.

LITERATURE
 10. (A) (a) Anne was able to justify her talkative nature every time she was punished by Mr. Keesing.
    On three occasions, as punishment, he gave her topics to write essays on. However, on 

each occasion, he was impressed by the manner in which she presented her arguments. 
Finally, Mr. Keesing accepted the fact that Anne would always be herself. Hence, she was 
allowed to talk in class.

   (b) The baker attracted the children not by his jingle or by the loaves of the bread he sold but 
by the bread bangles or the special sweet bread he sold.

   (c) The phrase “rainbow gathering” means when people come together to live a life of shared 
ideology and beliefs. In the lesson ‘Long Walk to Freedom’, this signifies that leaders of all 
nations from across the globe gathered to celebrate the victory of the  blacks  in  defeating  
apartheid. It points to the fact that after years of  struggle,  the  blacks  now  had  equal  
rights  in their own country and apartheid had been removed forever.

  (B) (a) When Ebright  did  not  win  anything  at  the  country  science  fair,  he  learnt  that  the  
winner  had  to show real experiments, and not just a simple and neat display. Then he 
started conducting experiments. It was definitely a stepping stone towards successn. His 
competitive nature, his hard work, and the will to win for the right reasons made him a 
successful scientist.

   (b) Anil realised on the first day when Hari Singh came to his house that he was not a good 
cook. So he taught Hari Singh how to cook and also how  to  write  his  name.  He had also 
planned to teach Hari Singh to write whole sentences. 

   (c) Mrs. Pumphrey thought that the dog’s recovery was “a triumph of surgery” because in two 
weeks, Tricki had recovered completely and had been transformed into a hard-muscled 
animal. When Tricki saw her, it leaped into her lap and licked her face. Tears of excitement 
started rolling down her face. She declared Tricki’s recovery as a triumph of surgery to 
express her happiness and gratitude towards the doctor.
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 11. (A) (a) Chubukov suspects that Lomov has come to borrow money because he was wearing his 
best evening dress and was speaking very softly and politely. Chubukov is not sincere when 
he says that he has always considered Lomov as his son.

   (b) Valli is traumatised after seeing the dead cow.  She is unable to comprehend the harsh 
reality of life. The returning journey gave her a glimpse of the uncertainty of life. She had 
seen the  same cow running happily on the road, seeing the same animal lifeless, filled her 
with immense sadness and she did not want to look out.

   (c) ‘Fire and Ice’ symbolise human emotions. Robert Frost wants to convey the message to 
humanity that everything will end one day as a result of our activitiesn. He calls that both 
fire and ice are destructiven. The fire of violent desires will put the world to an end, but ice 
is also great for destruction as it represents  hatred  and  it  can  make  us  insensitive  to  
feelings.  Desire  consumes  us quickly, whereas hatred lingers on our mind for  a lifetime. 
Ice or hatred will  suffce to bring an end to the world.

  (B) (a) The hack driver exaggerated and described Lutkins’ mother as a terror. He claimed that 
she was about nine feet tall and four feet thick. In order to scare the lawyer further, he told 
him that once, he had taken a trunk for her at her farmhousen. She almost took his skin off 
because he had not treated the trunk delicately like a box of eggs.

   (b) Madame Forestier was an old friend of Matilda. She was very rich and always treated 
Matilda kindly. Matilda was, however, always jealous of her. When her husband suggested 
that she should borrow jewellery from M’me Forestier, she readily agreed. Being a kind 
hearted person, she lent her the necklace and did not inspect it when she returned it.

   (c) At home, everyone treated Bholi as a simpleton and assumed that she could never learn 
anything. In contrast, her teacher was kind and treated her with love and affection. She was 
confident that one day, Bholi would talk like everyone else. Bholi had never received such 
encouragement from her family members.

 12. Lencho was a simple man and a hardworking farmer. Although he worked like an ox in the field, as 
fate had it, Lencho’s entire crop was destroyed by the hailstorm. But it was only by the virtue of his 
determination, that he continued to strive to support his family. He was overcome with sorrow  as  
he  was  worried  about  his  family. Since he was an optimistic person, although his only source of 
living was taken away, he didn’t lose hope. God was his last hope, and he was confident that God 
would help him in his time of need. It was this hope that provided him the light of hope and he 
continued to fight the cruel fate. 

  Lencho was an innocent man who didn’t know that God was no living person who could send him 
money. His blind faith in God made him seek a solution for his problem from God. As explained, the 
words that best suit Lencho are ‘innocent’ and ‘determined’.  

OR
  (A) and (B)
  Both the extracts bring out the beauty and the magnificence of diversity of nature in India. These 

descriptions are reflection of the multitude of species and resources that find their home in India. 
  In Coorg, we observe the river Kaveri that originates there. Many animals and birds like kingfisher, 

langur, squirrels and elephants are found in abundance in Coorg, along with the fish, the Mahaseer. 
Due to the richness of its water sources, many adventure sports like river rafting, canoeing, rappelling, 
mountain biking, rock climbing and trekking can also be practiced. Animals like Macaques, Malabar 
squirrels, langurs and slender loris can easily be spotted along the nature trails. Similarly, in Assam 
we notice, Rajvir enjoying the serene beauty of expansive paddy fields. The sight mesmerizes him 
as he observes women working hard at the fields to collect tea leaves and the place makes him 
whimsical.

 13. Anil had been instrumental in bringing a significant change in Hari’s life. He changed the man 
because of his own extraordinary goodness. Although Hari met Anil as a thief, but it was the 
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kindness of Anil that transformed the thief into a loyal friend and  a confidante. Where others were 
not concerned about Hari, Anil’s generous, trusting and credulous nature had a deep impact on him.

  Anil did not just give him money, he tried to educate him so that Hari would become independent 
and lead a life of respect. He overlooked Hari’s petty thievery and lies in order to awaken his innate 
goodness. His trust and faith prompted Hari Singh to return and that was when his transformation 
began.

  Anil’s persistent goodness and thoughtfulness influenced Hari Singh and made him a better 
person. He gave up lying and other forms of mischief. Thus, Anil played a pivotal role in Hari Singh’s 
transformation.

OR
  Griffin came to live at village Iping. One day, he ran out of the money he had stolen but he 

needed some to pay rent to the innkeeper. He entered the clergyman’s house. He took money 
lying on the desk. When he was leaving, the clergyman and his wife heard a sound. They came 
downstairs to look into the matter. They opened the door and looked into the room, but could 
not see anybody. 

  Griffin came back to his room and paid the dues to the landlady. However, the neighbours 
suspected Griffin of stealing. Mrs. Hall called a policeman, who tried to arrest Griffin, but Griffin 
made himself invisible and escaped the arrest. Thus, his unique adventures also ended up 
becoming hurdles for him but he overcame each one and somehow managed to escape.


