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The first thing a gardener needs to know is 
what season it is. That’s easier said than 
done. Sure, you could consult a calendar, but 
if you try to plant tomatoes before the last 
frost, you’d better have in mind a recipe that 
calls for the fried green kind. So when does 
spring start? When does any season truly 
begin or end?

The short answer: it depends. 

For the sake of argument, let’s agree that 
our kindergarten teachers were right and 
that there are indeed four seasons: spring, 
summer, fall, and winter. They never deviate 
from their particular order—that’s science—
but the idea that they follow a set schedule, 
and one that neatly corresponds to our 
calendar, is fake news. 

Here in the Pacific Northwest we know in 
our bones that spring is a sprawling and lazy 
cat that stretches out—historically—from 
early March to early July. That’s roughly 
sixteen weeks of mild temperatures, modest 
sunshine, and plenty of rain. Summer here 
seldom opts to linger for more than eight 
weeks, or roughly through Labor Day, as if 
nervous around our mountains and valleys 
and sounds. Climate change is upending 
that, and we’ve been enjoying (or suffering, 
depending on your point of view) longer 
summers as a result. Fall lasts longer than 
summer, and we don’t typically start to see 
the tell-tale signs of winter—another short 
season—until late December.

So what does this mean for the home 
gardener? 

For the most part, it doesn’t change what 
you can grow—only when. We know for 
a fact that it is possible to successfully 
grow tomatoes in the Puget Sound region. 
Provided, of course, that you plant them on 
time, choose appropriate varieties, and  
cross your fingers after Labor Day. 

We’ve included a month-by-month list in this 
guide, which you can consult to get a rough 
sense of when to plant, fertilize, prune, and 
harvest various categories. But in truth, a lot 
depends on your garden’s microclimate.

If a region’s climate is affected by things 
like major landmasses, bodies of water, 
elevation, and air currents, your local 
microclimate is affected by factors like 
topography, slope, exposure to wind, and 
whether you’re in a valley or forest, or on  
a plateau, mountain or island.  

Add to that the factors affecting your own 
property—soil depth and acidity, sunlight 
conditions, and the local ecosystem of fungi, 
insects, and microorganisms—and you’ve 
got a fairly unique situation that might bear 
little resemblance to the average Pacific 
Northwest garden.

All of this should be exciting and not 
discouraging for the home gardener. It 
allows you to have an outdoor space that  
is distinctively your own. 

When you hear experts talk about hardiness 
zones (most of us are in Zone 8b, for what 
it’s worth) or maritime climates, what they’re 
referring to is both regional and average. Is 
it helpful? Maybe for major national retailers 
buying products for stores all over the 
country. But averages are not specific to 
any particular location. Just like a medium-
sized shirt is the average of a small and a 
large (and woe to the person who wears XXL 
shopping at a store that ordered its inventory 
based on averages.)

As a gardener in the Pacific Northwest,  
know this: your spring starts early and ends 
late. Your summer is short, but so is your 
winter. One way to garden smartly without 
diving into too many details is to look for 
plants that are known to thrive in Zone 8b. 

And if you want to know when the season will 
be shifting this year, stick your nose outside. 
Breathe in deeply. Notice what the birds are 
doing, and the moss, and the branches of 
trees. You don’t need an expert to tell you 
when there’s a change in the air. But if  
you’d like to be sure, just ask us.

pnw 
seasons 

and how to 
read them

Need a quick reference  
for a specific season?  

See our month-by-month 
guide on pages 4-9. 
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know your  
microclimate

ELEVATION   
Average temperatures drop  
about three degrees (ºF) for  
every thousand feet gained

SLOPE   
Level land absorbs more sun  
energy in summer when the sun  
is high, but in spring and fall, slope 
aids sun absorption, especially on 
south-facing terrain; north slopes stay 
cooler all year long, as do east slopes, 
especially in areas of morning fog

COLD SINKS 
Low intermountain valleys can  
trap cold air in winter, delaying  
spring thaws

RAIN SHADOWS 
Mountains (and even large hills) 
redirect precipitation like an ice  
cream scoop; if you live on the side 
opposite from the direction of the 
weather, you may see drier conditions

HARDINESS ZONES 
The USDA maintains a map that 
divides the country into zones based 
on average annual minimum winter 
temperatures, in ten-degree (ºF) 
increment; this helps gardeners 
—and Watson’s—know which plants 
are most likely to thrive in an area;  
if you’re in the Puget Sound area 
—unless you’re at higher elevation 
—you live in Zone 8b

MARINE LAYER 
Warm air rises, except when it’s 
inverted, as in the case of moist 
coastal air masses that get trapped 
inland by high pressure systems, 
especially in spring and early  
summer, giving us those classic 
Northwest overcast skies

SOIL DEPTH 
If you live atop a hill, you likely have 
thinner and more nutrient-deficient 
soil than those living in a valley, which 
means you’ll need to add more topsoil 
and/or fertilizer
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Whether you are potting your very first 
houseplant or budgeting for a major 
landscaping project, everything begins—
and can potentially end—with the soil. Here 
are the basics you need to know to have a 
successful season.

Garden soil amendments
Soil amendments maintain the integrity 
of your soil by adding valuable organic 
matter. This matter breaks down into 
humus (HYOO-məs)—the organic 
component of soil—and improves the 
ability of a soil to retain water and 
nutrients. Humus helps soil particles bind 
together to form structure in which water, 
air, and roots can move freely. Humus also 
feeds beneficial soil microbes and fungi 
which in turn break down and transport 
nutrients to a plant’s roots. 

How to amend your soil
Work amendments into existing soil as 
deeply as possible without disturbing 
existing roots. Watson’s recommends 
adding compost to soil when planting.

E.B. STONE™ ORGANICS  
PLANTING COMPOST 
An all-purpose outdoor planting mix 
blended for use in all soil types and for  
all types of outdoor gardening.

E.B. STONE™ ORGANICS MIXES 
These are for specific plant needs 
(azaleas, camellias, and acid-loving  
plants; roses and flowers; or flower  
and vegetable)

Topping your soil
Plant your beds with a top layer of 
compost, topping dressing, or mulch.  
This significantly helps conserve moisture, 
suppress weeds, and feed the soil. We 
recommend the following:

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™  
BARK MULCHES 
Mulches add important, long lasting 
organic matter to your soil. They improve 
water penetration and aeration (letting 
your plants’ roots get to the nutrients).  
Mix with native soil or use as mulch 
throughout the garden.

For best results add a 1- to 2-inch layer of 
top dressing or fine mulch to your garden 
bed. Coarser mulch or bark shoud be 3 to 
4 inches deep.

Potting soil
Potting soil mixtures are specially 
formulated for containers to enhance 
root development and provide excellent 
drainage. 

NORTHWEST BEST®  
POTTING SOIL  
We love this soil-less potting mix. Made 
with peat moss, fir bark, earthworm 
castings, pumice, and humus, it balances 
the needs for moisture retention and 
aeration.  

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ RAISED  
BED AND POTTING MIX 
We think of this as a premium soil for 
any raised bed or pot. It can be used by 
itself or mixed with garden soil. It has 
rich compost for nutrients, coir (coconut 
fiber) for holding moisture in the root zone, 
naturally-aged forest fiber for feeding soil 
microbes and organic matter, volcanic 
pumice that drains away excess water,  
and beneficial microbes that enhance  
your plants’ root zones.

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ EDNA’S  
BEST POTTING SOIL 
This natural and organic blend makes  
a superior mix for container gardens, 
indoor or outdoor. Moisture retention? 
Check. Air-filled pore space to encourage 
root growth? Check. They even add Yucca 
schidigera saponin, a natural wetting 
agent, allowing the mix to rehydrate  
with each watering.

soil 
guide

great gardens start  
with good soil 
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in the garden  
   MONTH-BY-MONTH

APRIL

prep
 F Prep your soil for spring planting by adding organic 

material like E.B. Stone Organics™ Compost

maintain
 F Feed blueberries with acidic fertilizer like E.B. Stone 

Organics™ Rhody, Azalea & Camellia Food

 F Feed fruit trees and cane berries with E.B. Stone 
Organics™ Fruit, Berry & Vine Food

 F Spray fruit trees (after blooming!) with Bonide®  
Orchard Spray

 F Add compost around perennial vegetables

 F Apply Dr. Earth Life Fertilizer in your garden beds  
for all types of plants

 F Apply mulch: bark, top dressing, or compost

 F Control slugs with Sluggo®

plant
 F Plant spring and summer vegetable starts: broccoli, 

Brussels sprouts, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, chard, 
chives, endives, leeks, lettuce, peas, radishes, rhubarb, 
spinach, and turnips

 F Plant early spring annuals; protect these from frost

 F Plant trees, shrubs, and perennials

thank me later
Only have an hour? Fertilize your fruit trees and  
berries now so you can enjoy a great crop later  
in the season.

One of the keys to a successful garden—and life—is timing. 

Even if you’re a pro at reading the seasons, it can still be tricky to fit your garden’s needs into your busy 
schedule. Blocking out an hour each week for gardening sounds great until you realize how much more 
demanding April is than June. Yet one of the most sublime joys of living is in pacing yourself to the 
seasons, adapting your “real world” schedule to the much more real world of Nature.  

To help you navigate and plan for the seasons ahead, our garden experts have created the following 
monthly guide. 

BONIDE® CITRUS, FRUIT & NUT ORCHARD SPRAY
This works great for citrus, fruits, nuts, vegetables, 
ornamentals, houseplants, and lawns. Controls a wide  
range of fungal diseases and insects. 

 
E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ FRUIT, BERRY & VINE FOOD
We recommend this blend of select organic ingredients for 
fruit trees, berries, and fruiting vines. It encourages lush green 
foliage and supports bountiful yields thanks to its nitrogen-rich 
composition. 

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ SOIL BOOSTER 
Organic soil conditioner. Mix this into flower beds and vegetable 
gardens prior to planting. It loosens and makes soils easier to 
work, conserving moisture and improving aeration. 
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making the cut
Pruning often gets added to task lists on 
busy (read: sunny) gardening days, but it can 
just as easily be tackled a bit at a time.

MAY

late bloomers, don’t fret
You can plant starts through early June.

maintain
 F Fertilize rhododendrons and azaleas with E.B. Stone  

Organics™ Rhody, Azalea & Camellia Food

 F Fertilize roses with E.B. Stone Organics™ Rose & Flower  
Food and Espoma Mushroom Compost

 F Reseed and fertilize your lawn with Hendrikus Seasons™  
8-0-4 turf fertilizer

 F Mound soil up around base of potatoes

plant
 F Plant summer blooming perennials for pollinators:  

lavender, crocosmia, salvia, agastache, monarda,  
scabiosa, black-eyed Susan

JUNE

maintain
 F Prune lilacs, forsythia, rhododendrons, and azaleas after 

blooming

 F Fertilize vegetable garden one month after plants emerge

 F Harvest young lettuce, onion, and chard to thin out rows

 F Add mulch to ornamental beds to conserve moisture

 F Encourage larger apples, pears and peaches by thinning 
crop after normal fruit drop

 F Control aphids on vegetables and blooming annuals with 
Bonide® Neem Oil spray, or with ladybugs and lacewings

 F Fine pruning on Japanese maples

plant
 F Plant summer blooming perennials for pollinators: 

lavender, crocosmia, salvia, agastache, monarda, 
scabiosa, black-eyed Susan

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ RHODY, AZALEA & CAMELLIA FOOD
Acid-loving plants like special soil and this one’s perfect. Its natural organic 
ingredients were specifically chosen to encourage growth, green foliage, and 
beautiful flowers. We also like to use it on blueberries, fuchsia, and evergreen 
conifers.

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ ROSE & FLOWER FOOD
Can you tell we love thier products? This one is designed to encourage sturdy 
growth and flowering in roses, perennials, and other flowering plants. It’s also  
an excellent source of long lasting, slow release nitrogen.

FELCO® PRUNERS
Everything Felco makes is comfortable, 
lightweight, and durable. Plus, all of its 
components are replacable. No wasteful  
or disposable materials here. 
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AUGUST

rain on the brain 
With the weather heating up and the rain subsiding, it’s important to take 
15 minutes to water in the morning. Got a sprinkler on a timer? Turn it off 
today and enjoy the outdoors while you water by hand. 

JULY

maintain
 F Begin watering in the mornings to reduce evaporation 

 F Weed and fertilize rhubarb and asparagus beds

 F Start harvesting potatoes around the edge once the  
plant starts to turn yellow

 F Harvest early tomatoes

 F Divide and fertilize spring bulbs when tops have died  
down

plant
 F Plant fall and winter vegetables from seed: beets, bush 

beans, carrots, cauliflower, broccoli, lettuce, kale, and peas 

 F Plant fall plants for pollinators: upright sedum, aster, 
echinacea

maintain
 F Fertilize cucumbers, summer squash, and broccoli 

to maintain production

 F Clean and fertilize strawberry beds with E.B. Stone™ 
Organics Fruit, Berry & Vine Food

 F Prune raspberries, boysenberries, and other 
caneberries after harvest

 F Water consistently through the hot spells

plant
 F Plant winter vegetable starts: cauliflower, broccoli, 

Brussels sprouts, spinach, turnips, parsnips, winter 
kale, parsley, and Chinese cabbage

 F Plant fall annual color: mums, pansies, and 
ornamental cabbage and kale

plan ahead this summer
As the weather warms and summer announces itself, 
there will be a lot to do in your garden. Devoting just 
fifteen to twenty minutes a week this summer to planning 
will ensure that you’ve got a winter garden to be proud of 
this year. Take back some of that time you spend scrolling 
on your smartphone. You’ll want to start planting your 
winter garden in August.

BONIDE® NEEM OIL
This all-purpose 
insecticide, miticide, and 
fungicide is simply made 
for organic gardening. Can 
be used on roses, flowers, 
vegetables, herbs, spices, 
houseplants, trees, turf,  
and shrubs. 

DRAMM WATERING TOOLS
Dramm watering products have a 
lifetime guarantee—not that you’ll 
need it. With ergonomic designs, 
heavy-duty metal construction, 
and eye-catching bright colors that 
won’t get lost in your lawn, these 
nozzles are built to last.
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maintain
 F Harvest winter squash and potatoes when the tops die down

 F Mulch around winter crop of carrot, parsnip, and beets

 F Divide peonies and iris

 F If frost threatens: protect tomatoes and/or pick green tomatoes  
and ripen indoors. Dig, clean, and store tuberous begonias

 F Treat rhododendrons and azaleas that show root weevil damage  
with beneficial parasitic nematodes

 F Feed with a Hendrikus Seasons™ 8-0-4 turf fertilizer and reseed  
your lawn

 F Fertilize your garden beds with Dr. Earth Life® which is great for  
all plants

plant
 F Trees, shrubs (October–November) and perennials to encourage 

healthy root growth over the winter

 F Daffodils, tulips, and crocus for spring bloom

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

maintain
 F Harvest sunflower heads, squash, pumpkins, potatoes, 

tomatoes, and apples

 F Mulch around roses, azaleas, rhododendrons and berries

 F Cover asparagus and rhubarb beds with a mulch or 
compost

 F Clean, sharpen, and oil tools and equipment before storing 
for winter

plant
 F Plant winter vegetables: beets, bush beans, carrots, 

cauliflower, broccoli, lettuce, kale, and peas

BONIDE ANNUAL® TREE AND SHRUB INSECT CONTROL 
One application kills insects and prevents new infestations for an entire year. 
Spray or simply mix and pour at base of plant. The insecticide is absorbed 
through the roots to all parts of the plant, even new growth, and won’t wash 
off. For use on listed fruit, nut, and ornamental trees and shrubs. Kills Asian 
longhorn, emerald ash, and other borers, plus adelgids, miners, whitefly, 
scale, beetles, and weevils.

fall is perfect for planting
Fall is an ideal time to plant trees and shrubs. Once the heat of summer 
passes, get those larger plants in the ground. The rain will help them
establish deeper, healthier root systems.
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NOVEMBER

prep
 F Indoor garden: Force spring bulbs for indoor blooms

maintain
 F Place a portable cold frame over winter vegetable beds

 F Trim chrysanthemums to 4 to 6 inches after they finish 
blooming

 F Prune roses

 F Spray dormant fruit trees with Bonide All Seasons® Oil  
and copper fungicide (around Thanksgiving)

 F Indoor garden: reduce fertilizer and watering regimen  
for winter, and transplant overgrown plants if necessary

plant
 F Plant garlic for summer harvest

 F Plant landscape trees and shrubs

 F Plant indoor garden: create a window garden of lettuce,  
chives and parsley

 F Plant outdoor pots: hellebores, wintergreen, evergreen  
grasses, and heuchera

maintain
 F Protect new landscape plants with stakes and wires as needed

 F Rake leaves, cut withered stalks of perennial flowers and mulch 
flower beds

 F Spray fruit trees with Bonide All Seasons® Oil and copper 
fungicide (on New Year’s Day and Valentine’s Day)

 F Structural pruning on Japanese maples and other  
ornamental trees

plant
 F Discover new houseplants, create terrariums, and repot 

overgrown houseplants

 F Plant hellebores and winter blooming camellias for 
hummingbirds

 F Plant cyclamen for fresh color in your containers 

DECEMBER – FEBRUARY

BONIDE COPPER FUNGICIDE 
Protects a wide range of plants from turf to veggies, to fruit and flowers from  
a host of listed diseases. Great for blight! All are suitable for organic gardening.

BONIDE ALL SEASONS® HORTICULTURAL SPRAY OIL 
A parafinic oil that may be used to control overwintering eggs of red spiders, scale 
insects, aphids, bud moths, leaf roller, red bug, codling moth, blister mites, galls, 
whitefly, mealy bugs, and other insects. Highly recommended for use on fruit trees, 
shade trees, shrubs, ornamentals, roses, and vegetables.

indoor garden season
Winter is the season to filter your air and beautify your 
indoor space by filling your home with more greenery. 
As you set goals for the new year, make sure to give 
yourself the gift of a little time and a lot of plants. 

watson’s grown poinsettias
We grow sixteen different varieties—simply the 
best poinsettias on the market—from red, pink,  
and white to the brilliant Christmas rose. Starting  
in November they are available in a variety of sizes.  
We also grow hanging basket poinsettias for 
adding bursts of this holiday staple to any space.
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maintain
 F Compost garden

 F Prune and fertilize gooseberries, blueberries, and currants

 F Fertilize caneberries with E.B. Stone™ Organics Fruit, Berry  
and Vine Food

 F Fertilize young evergreen shrubs and trees with Dr. Earth Life®

 F Fertilize rhododendrons, camellias, and azaleas with E.B. Stone™ 
Organics Rhody, Azalea and Camellia Food

 F Divide hosta, daylilies and mums

 F Control slugs with Sluggo®

 F Maintain garden beds by weeding and mulching

 F Cut back deciduous ornamental grasses

 F Treat birches, flowering cherries, and other trees susceptible to  
borer damage with Bonide Annual® Tree & Shrub Insect Control

plant
 F Plant alyssum, phacelia, coriander, candytuft, sunflower,  

yarrow, and dill to attract beneficial insects

 F Plant vegetables from seed

 F Plant all berry varieties and fruit trees

 F Plant herbs: thyme, rosemary, mint, etc

 F Plant hardy primroses, anemones, ranunculus

 F Plant easter cactus blooming indoors

MARCH

make an hour in the 
garden more productive
You can certainly start a bigger project, but  
if all you have is an hour to spend in the 
garden and the upcoming weather that 
week is looking dicey, try dividing that time 
into fifteen minute increments and rotating 
between four tasks. Water your plants, do 
some weeding, plant or pot two or three 
plants, or fertilize your fruits and berries,  
then take stock of any soil or fertilizer you 
need to replenish and add them to your  
online cart at watsonsgreenhouse.com. 
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landscape  
 & container 
 design services
Well-designed outdoor spaces are an 
extension of your home, an inviting spot 
of comfort and escape, entertaining, 
and play. Whether you need to design  
a small patio or overhaul your entire 
yard, Watson’s professional landscape 
and container design team will work 
with you to create inspired solutions 
based on your budget and preferences.

Different homes  
have different needs 
We offer a variety of landscape  
design packages to fit the scope of 
your project. For the simplest needs 
and basic advice, we offer on-site (your 
site, not ours!) garden coaching and 
consultation by the hour. If you’d like 
to have us meet at your home, draw up 
some sketches and create a customized 
garden or curb appeal plan, we offer  
our Design Vision package. 

For bigger projects, customers love our 
Master Plan Garden Design package. 
The Master Plan package includes a 
one-hour on-site consultation, initial 
scale drawing of landscape, plant lists, 
and a follow-up presentation of the 
design; any additional resources needed 
are subject to the usual additional fees.

Excited? We can hardly 
contain ourselves...
Container design is the artful selection, 
arrangement, and planting of containers 
for your home or workplace. Watson’s 
offers professional onsite custom 
container design services. 

Consider scheduling an in-home 
consultation! Our designer will  
assess the size and location of 
existing containers, help determine 
the placement of (and access to) new 
containers, offer recommendations,  
and gather other relevant information 
during the consultation and provide  
a quote for professional installation. 
Our experienced and creative designers 
will not only visit your site but will 
curate plants to fit your style—and then 
professionally design and install all 
planters and arrangements as agreed 
upon. Designers will guide you in the 
continued care and grooming of your 
container garden. This is personalized 
beauty at its best. 

For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, visit our website or 
contact us.



Become a Watson’s Rewards Member
Watson’s Rewards is simple and meaningful: for every dollar spent (pre-tax) on goods 
at Watson’s, in store or online, you get a point. At 250 points, you can redeem your 
first reward. Keep shopping with us, keep earning points. It’s easy, and boy are those 
points fun to spend.

visit us
Watson’s has two locations: our flagship store in Puyallup 
and our new location in Federal Way/Auburn.

Did you know that we grow the majority of the annual plants, 
planters and hanging baskets we sell throughout the season 
in house? Our Puyallup location boasts 85,000 square feet of 
growing space in four different grow houses (picured above). 
All that space is what makes for healthy annuals with robust 
foliage and beautiful blooms to meet our customers’ high 
standards.  

Puyallup 
6211 Pioneer Way East, Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-7359
info@watsonsgreenhouse.com

Auburn/Federal Way
3909 South 320th St. Auburn, WA 98001
(253) 325-1520
shopfw@watsonsgreenhouse.com

Both locations are open 7 days a week! 
Check our website for daily hours of operation.


