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Our homegrown plants are the bedrock 
of our business. Each year, for as long 
as anyone can remember, Watson’s has 
planted and nurtured popular annuals 
for our customers. And as we’ve grown, 
so has the space devoted to Watson’s 
Grown. We now boast 85,000 square feet 
of growing space in four different grow 
houses. All that space is what makes for 
healthy growing annuals with robust foliage 
and beautiful blooms to meet our custom-
ers’ high standards. Today we grow the 
majority of the annual plants, planters and 
hanging baskets we sell throughout the 
season. Taylor, Dan Watson’s oldest grand-
child, was the one born with the natural 
green thumb. Taylor is an integral part of 

the growing team nowadays. He finds joy 
in discovering new ways to improve our 
growing operations while also experiment-
ing with conifer propagation.

Here are some of the annuals 
we grow in-house:

GERANIUMS 
Long one of Mr. Watson’s favorites, 
geraniums are easy to care for, colorful, 
and smell delicious. Give them 4-6 hours 
of sunlight and allow to dry a bit between 
waterings. One popular variety is the Cal-
liope. It’s perfect for getting that pop of 
deep, rich red in your containers, garden 

GROWN
watson’s

Your favorite annuals, 
grown right here to our 

highest standards for 35 
years and counting.

TAYLOR , GROW TEAM
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BUILT FOR 
THE PNW

beds, and hanging baskets all season 
long. Honestly though, all our varieties are 
frankly amazing.

TRAILING VINES
Add texture, contrast, and movement 
to give hanging baskets and container 
gardens a more finished, professional 
look. Trailing vines can range from full sun 
to shade, are easy to care for, and come 
in a wide variety of shapes, colors, and 
textures. We grow petunias, bacopa, wire 
vine, sweet potato vine, and more.

BEGONIAS AND IMPATIENS
These small, low-maintenance flowers 
add a splash of color and texture to your 
garden or container, with no deadheading 
required. Sun-dappled shade is best, but 
they’re tolerant of considerable shade (and 
some varieties can even take more sun). 
Best of all, these flowers are edible and 
add vibrance to salads!

COLEUS
Shade to partial sun, though some can 
handle full sun. They provide a bright 
array of colors with interesting and unique 
leaf structures. Coleus come in a variety 
of sizes and offer a great annual textural 
element to your garden or container. 

MARIGOLDS
Humble yet cheerful, marigolds thrive in 
sunshine. Pest resistant and eye-catching, 
they’re available in colors ranging from 
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creamy white to shameless orange. Water 
generously, allowing them to dry out 
between waterings. Deadheading isn’t 
necessary, but can promote more blooms. 
And their cousin calendula is edible!

POINSETTIAS
Today we grow sixteen different variet-
ies—simply the best poinsettias on the 
market—from red, pink, and white to the 
brilliant Christmas rose. Our poinsettias are 
grown in three different sizes: 4”, 6” and 
10”. We also grow hanging basket poinset-
tias for adding bursts of this holiday staple 
to any space.

RAUL , GROW TEAM

COLEUS

MARIA , GROW TEAM

MAIDEE, 1985 
As you can see our growing operation 
has changed over the last  35 years, 
but the quality of the product has 
stayed the same. Although Maidee’s 
role in the company has evolved as 
well, her passion for Watson’s grown 
plants is still one of her top priorities.

GROWING HOUSES UNDER  
CONTRUCTION, 1986 
These greenhouses were built to 
expand prodcution. Four were torn 
down and replaced by our current 
retail stucture in 1999.



No other gardening region offers as 
much diversity in plant color, texture, and 
selection as the Pacific Northwest. We gar-
deners may sometimes stray into tempting 
trends for Mediterranean or Tropical styles 
(mainly because it causes us remember our 
last lovely winter vacation to a warm place!) 
but we default to what thrives in our moist 
and mild climate. Strongly influenced by 
Asian and English garden styles, we return 
to our beloved woodland natives, Japanese 
maples and seasonal perennials, to create 
what is has come to be known as the quint-
essential “Northwest Garden Style.”

In this garden design, I have drawn a 
small concrete paver patio with enough 
room for a couple of comfortable uphol-
stered chairs as well as a weatherproof 
stone bench that complements a rustic 
bird bath. Thinking about a focal point, I 
have included a drilled stone column foun-
tain to attract birds and discreetly provide 
a layer of auditory privacy from neighbor-
hood noises.

First and foremost, a naturalistic garden 
should have a sense of enclosure and 
privacy to replicate the peaceful sense of 
place you would find in a northwest forest 
glade. Narrow conifers, such as moun-
tain hemlock and Hinoki cypress, provide 
an evergreen screen between neighbors 
and a dark background for small, decidu-
ous trees. My favorites, Japanese maples 
and Korean dogwoods, create an open, 
layered, and beautiful back-lit canopy.

Compact broadleaf evergreen shrubs, 
such as dwarf rhododendron, daphne, 
pieris and nandina provide texture, winter 
foliage, fragrance, and spring flowers in a 
mid-layer. I love to include a winter bloom-
ing camellia if for no other reason than 
the Anna hummingbirds it attracts. Place 

between the evergreens, a few compact 
deciduous shrubs, Exbury azalea, enkian-
thus, or hardy fuchsia, for flowers and fall 
foliage to complement the four seasons.

Colonies of perennial primroses, hel-
lebores, evergreen fern, peony, dicentra,  
clumps of narcissus, and other woodland-
esque jewels delight us with their beauty. 
Add a few of these shade perennials on the 
edge of the pathway, patio and featured in 
containers. I would like to add a little post-
script here. Not every square inch of this 
garden should be planted up. I find nega-
tive spaces, those mossy or dark, empty 
voids draw your eye and capture some of 
the mystery of a northwest forest.  
 
Shopping list:
3  small conifer trees 
    Recommend: Hinoki cypress,  
    cryptomeria, mountain hemlock
1  Korean dogwood
1  Japanese maple
4  Dwarf Rhododendron varieties
3  Dwarf nandina
1  Dwarf “Little Heath” pieris
2  Sarcococcoca rustifolia
1  hardy fuchsia
1  enkianthus (or Exbury azalea)
5  evergreen fern
2  hosta
4  hellebores
3  “Everest” carex
8-10 perennial primroses

NATURALISTIC STYLE
northwest

A native naturalistic 
getaway, perfect for our 

temperate climate. 

Jacky Fausset, Landscape Designer, 
Certified Vocational Horticulture Educator 

and Garden Coach, has more than 25 years 
of landscape design, plant knowledge, and 

personal gardening experience.
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Enkianthus“Everest” CarexHinoki Cypress
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SOIL GUIDE
Whether you are potting your very first 
houseplant or budgeting for a major land-
scaping project, everything begins—and 
can potentially end—with the soil. Here are 
the basics you need to know to have a suc-
cessful season.

Garden soil amendments
Soil amendments maintain the integrity 
of your soil by adding valuable organic 
matter. This matter breaks down into 
humus (HYOO-məs)—the organic compo-
nent of soil—and improves the ability of a 
soil to retain water and nutrients. Humus 
helps soil particles bind together to form 
structure in which water, air, and roots can 
move freely. Humus also feeds beneficial 
soil microbes and fungi which in turn break 
down and transport nutrients to a plant’s 
roots. 

How to amend your soil
Work amendments into existing soil as 
deeply as possible without disturbing 
existing roots. Watson’s recommends ⅓ 
compost to ⅔ soil when planting.

E.B. STONE™ ORGANICS  
PLANTING COMPOST (2 FOR $15) 
An all-purpose outdoor planting mix 
blended for use in all soil types and for all 
types of outdoor gardening.

E.B. STONE™ ORGANICS MIXES 
These are for specific plant needs (azaleas, 
camellias, and acid-loving plants; roses 
and flowers; or flower and vegetable)

Topping your soil
Plant your beds with a top layer of 
compost, topping dressing, or mulch. This 
significantly helps conserve moisture, 
suppress weeds, and feed the soil. We 
recommend the following:

NORTHWEST BEST® SOIL BUILDER  
AND TOP DRESSING (2 FOR $15) 
This baby is 100% organic and has the 
ability to break up heavy soil to add drain-
age, and retains moisture in dry soil. It’s 
great for cultivating annual or vegetable 
gardens.

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ BARK MULCHES 
Mulches add important, long lasting 
organic matter to your soil. They improve 
water penetration and aeration (letting your 
plants’ roots get to the nutrients). Mix with 
native soil or use as mulch throughout the 
garden.

watson’s 

Potting soil
Potting soil mixtures are specially 
formulated for containers to enhance 
root development and provide excellent 
drainage. 

NORTHWEST BEST® POTTING SOIL  
(2 FOR $22) 
We love this soil-less potting mix. Made 
with peat moss, fir bark, earthworm cast-
ings, pumice, and humus, it balances the 
needs for moisture retention and aeration.  

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ RAISED  
BED AND POTTING MIX (2 FOR $22) 
We think of this as a premium soil for 
any raised bed or pot. It can be used by 
itself or mixed with garden soil. It has 
rich compost for nutrients, coir (coconut 
fiber) for holding moisture in the root zone, 
naturally-aged forest fiber for feeding soil 
microbes and organic matter, volcanic 
pumice that drains away excess water, 
and beneficial microbes that enhance your 
plants’ root zones.

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ EDNA’S  
BEST POTTING SOIL (2 FOR $25) 
This natural and organic blend makes a 
superior mix for container gardens, indoor 
or outdoor. Moisture retention? Check. 
Air-filled pore space to encourage root 
growth? Check. They even add Yucca schi-
digera saponin, a natural wetting agent, 
allowing the mix to rehydrate with each 
watering.For best results add a 1-to 2-inch layer of 

top dressing or fine mulch to your garden 
bed. Coarser mulch or bark shoud be 3 to 
4 inches deep.



So you spent an afternoon weeding and 
planting and mowing and laying mulch: you 
deserve a rest. And not just any rest, but 
one as thoughtful and caring as you are. 
You deserve a little pampering. You are a 
gardener. 

The secret to self-care is to tend to your 
body and soul the way you tend to your 
garden. Nourish your skin; it’s your largest 
organ, and the one that takes the most 
rough treatment. Nourish your mind; it’s 
important to refill the well as you use it. 
Nourish your muscles; inner strength will 
only get you so far. Routine self-care is im-
portant. Develop small rituals that are easy 
to follow. Practice them diligently, with the 
same attention you give to others. 

At Watson’s, we recognize that living is 
about more than just gardening—though 
it sometimes pains us to admit that! So 
we’ve been carefully trying out, selecting, 
and stocking up on some thoughtful prod-
ucts with your self-care routine in mind. 

Here are some ideas: 
• If your muscles are sore, soothe them 

with SoulSpring™ CBD-infused Botani-
cal Therapies. These all-natural body 
and bath products are food-grade and 
are categorized by effect: serenity, 
uplifting, stress-free, and soothing (if you 
are unfamiliar with CBD, SoulSpring’s 
website has some great information.)

• For skin, stress, energy, and cognition, 
try a daily ritual that is the oldest trick 
in the book: teas! We now carry a wide 
assortment of teas and herbal infusions 

from The Repulic of Tea®, from classics 
like British Breakfast to their new Beauti-
fying Botanicals and Be Well blends.

• Treat yourself to a daily dose of in-
spiration. We have a lovingly curated 
selection of books—both beautiful and 
practical—on healthy lifestyles, garden-
ing, and cooking. Take home the spark 
that you get when you visit Watson’s!

• Light a candle. Wear a scarf. Hang a 
whimsical new decoration. Surround 
your environs—and your body—with 
clothing, decor, and adornments that 
bring you joy and warm fuzzies. 

The thing about self-care is that it requires 
practice. Creating mini-rituals, whether 
they involve botanical therapies or tea 
or anything else, is the key to lasting 
habits that promote well-being. Choose 
two or three new rituals that are so easy 
to accomplish, you’ll have no excuse to 
avoid them, and then come visit us to get 
started!

MINI RITUALS
self-care

Choose two or three new 
rituals that are so easy to 

accomplish, you’ll have no 
excuse to avoid them.
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The Repulic of Tea®



MAY

maintain
 F Fertilize rhododendrons and azaleas with E.B. Stone Organics™ Rhody, Azalea & Camillia Food
 F Fertilize roses with E.B. Stone Organics™ Rose & Flower Food 
 F Control slugs with Sluggo®

plant
 F Spring annual color: geraniums, marigolds, impatiens, fuchsias, begonias, petunias
 F Warm season vegetables: snap and lima beans, Brussels sprouts, cantaloupes, slicing and pickling cucumbers, 

dill, eggplant, kale, peppers, pumpkins, summer and winter squash, onions, potatoes, tomatoes, and watermelon
 F Hanging annual baskets

 

GARDEN GUIDE
four seasons

APRIL

prep
 F Prep your soil for spring planting by adding organic material like 

E.B. Stone Organics™ Soil Booster

maintain
 F Feed blueberries with acidic fertilizer like E.B. Stone Organics™ 

Rhody, Azalea & Camellia Food
 F Feed fruit trees and cane berries with E.B. Stone Organics™ Fruit, 

Berry & Vine Food
 F Spray fruit trees (after blooming!) with Bonide® Citrus, Fruit & Nut 

Orchard Spray
 F Add compost around perennial vegetables
 F Apply mulch

plant
 F Spring and summer vegetables: broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 

cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, chard, chives, endives, leeks, 
lettuce, peas, radishes, rhubarb, rutabagas, spinach, and turnips

 F Trees, shrubs, and perennials (prime planting time)

BONIDE® CITRUS, FRUIT & NUT ORCHARD SPRAY
This works great for citrus, fruit and nuts, vegetables, ornamentals, 
houseplants, and lawns. Controls a wide range of fungal diseases 
and insects. 

 
E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ FRUIT, BERRY & VINE FOOD
We reccomend this a blend of select organic ingredients ideal for fruit 
trees, berries, and fruiting vines. It encourages lush green foliage and 
support bountiful yields due to its nitrogen-rich composition. 

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™ SOIL BOOSTER 
Organic soil conditioner. Mix this into flower beds and vegetable 
gardens prior to planting. Loosens and makes soils easier to work, 
conserving moisture and improving aeration. 

for living  |  2020-2021  |  7



JUNE

maintain
 F Prune lilacs, forsythia, rhododendrons, and azaleas after 

blooming
 F Fertilize vegetable garden 1 month after plants emerge
 F Harvest: young lettuce, onion, and chard to thin out rows
 F Add mulch to ornamental beds to conserve moisture
 F Encourage larger apples, pears and peaches by thinning crop 

after normal fruit drop
 F Control aphids on vegetables with Bonide® Neem Oil spray 

and ladybugs

plant
 F Dahlias and gladioli 

 
 

JULY

maintain
 F Begin watering in the mornings to reduce evaporation 
 F Weed and fertilize rhubarb and asparagus beds
 F Mound soil up around base of potatoes
 F Stake tall flowering plants and tomatoes as needed
 F Divide spring bulbs when tops have died down

plant
 F Fall and winter vegetables from seed: beets, bush beans, 

carrots, cauliflower, broccoli, lettuce, kale, and peas 
 

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™  
RHODY, AZALEA & CAMILLIA FOOD
Acid-loving plants like special soil and 
this one’s perfect. It’s natural organic 
ingredients were specifically chosen to 
encourage growth, green foliage, and 
beautiful flowers. We also like to use it 
on other acid-loving plants, including 
blueberries, fuchsia, and evergreen 
conifers.

AUGUST

maintain
 F Fertilize cucumbers, summer squash, and broccoli to maintain 

production
 F Clean and fertilize strawberry beds with E.B. Stone Organics™ Fruit, 

Berry & Vine Food
 F Prune raspberries, boysenberries, and other caneberries after harvest

plant
 F Winter vegetables: cauliflower, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, spinach, 

turnips, parsnips, winter kale, turnips, parsnips, parsley, and Chinese 
cabbage

 F Fall annual color: mums, pansies, and ornamental cabbage and kale 

FELCO® PRUNERS
Everything Felco makes is comfortable, 
lightweight, and durable. Plus, all of its 
components are replacable. No wasteful or 
disposable materials here. 

BONIDE® NEEM OIL
This all-purpose insecticide, 
miticide, and fungicide is 
simply made for organic 
gardening. Can be used on 
roses, flowers, vegetables, 
herbs, spices, houseplants, 
trees, turf, and shrubs. 

DRAMM WATERING TOOLS
Dramm watering products have a 
lifetime guarantee—not that you’ll need 
it. With ergonomic designs, heavy-duty 
metal construction, and eye-catching 
bright colors that won’t get lost in your 
lawn. These nozzles are built to last.
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SEPTEMBER

maintain
 F Harvest: winter squash and potatoes when the tops die down
 F Mulch around winter crop of carrot, parsnip, and beets
 F Divide peonies and iris
 F If frost threatens: protect tomatoes and/or pick green tomatoes and 

ripen indoors. Dig, clean, and store tuberous begonias
 F Treat rhododendrons and azaleas that show root weevil damage with 

beneficial parasitic nematodes

plant
 F Trees, shrubs (October–November) and perennials to encourage 

healthy root growth over the winter
 F Daffodils, tulips, and crocus for spring bloom. E.B. Stone Organics™ 

Bulb Food into the soil below the bulbs at planting time 

E.B. STONE ORGANICS™  
ROSE & FLOWER FOOD
Can you tell we love their products? 
This one is  designed to encourage 
sturdy growth and flowering in roses, 
perennials, and other flowering 
plants. It’s also an excellent source 
of long lasting, slow release nitrogen.



OCTOBER

maintain
 F Harvest: sunflower heads, squash, pumpkins, potatoes, tomatoes, 

and apples
 F Mulch around roses, azaleas, rhododendrons and berries
 F Cover asparagus and rhubarb beds with a mulch or compost
 F Clean, sharpen, and oil tools and equipment before storing for 

winter

plant
 F Winter vegetables: beets, bush beans, carrots, cauliflower, 

broccoli, lettuce, kale, and peas 

NOVEMBER

prep
 F Indoor garden: Force spring bulbs for indoor blooms in December

maintain
 F Place a portable cold frame over winter vegetable beds
 F Trim chrysanthemums to 4 to 6 inches after they finish blooming
 F Prune roses
 F Spray dormant fruit trees with Bonide® All Seasons  

Oil and Copper Fungicide (Thanksgiving)
 F Indoor garden: Reduce fertilizer and watering regimen for winter

plant
 F Garlic for summer harvest
 F Transplant landscape trees and shrubs
 F Indoor garden: Create a window garden of lettuce,  

chives and parsley

DECEMBER - FEBRUARY

maintain
 F Protect new landscape plants with stakes and wires as 

needed
 F Rake leaves, cut withered stalks of perennial flowers and 

mulch flowerbeds
 F Spray fruit trees with Bonide® All Seasons Oil and Copper 

Fungicide (New Year’s and Valentine’s Day)

plant
 F Indoor garden: Discover new houseplants, create terrariums 

and repot overgrown houseplants 

BONIDE® COPPER FUNGICIDE 
Protects a wide range of plants from turf to veggies, to fruit and 
flowers from a host of listed diseases. Great for blight! All are 
suitable for organic gardening.

BONIDE® ALL SEASONS HORTICULTURAL SPRAY OIL 
A parafinic oil that may be used to control overwintering eggs 
of red spiders, scale insects, aphids, bud moths, leaf roller, red 
bug, codling moth, blister mites, galls, whitefly, mealy bugs and 
other insects. Highly recommended for use on fruit trees, shade 
trees, shrubs, ornamentals, roses, and vegetables.

BONIDE® ANNUAL TREE AND 
SHRUB INSECT CONTROL 
One application kills insects and 
prevents new infestations for an 
entire year. Spray or simply mix 
and pour at base of plant. The 
insecticide is absorbed through 
the roots to all parts of the plant, 
even new growth, and won’t wash 
off. For use on listed fruit, nut, and 
ornamental trees and shrubs. Kills 
Asian longhorn, emerald ash, and 
other borers, plus adelgids, miners, 
whitefly, scale, beetles, and weevils.

MARCH

maintain
 F Compost garden
 F Prune and fertilize gooseberries and currants
 F Fertilize caneberries with E.B. Stone™ Organics Fruit, Berry and Vine Food
 F Fertilize young evergreen shrubs and trees with E.B. Stone™ Organics Rhody, Azalea & Camellia Food
 F Fertilize rhododendrons, camellias, and azaleas with E.B. Stone™ Organics Rhody, Azalea and 

Camellia Food
 F Prune ornamentals for air circulation
 F Divide hosta, daylilies, and mums
 F Control slugs with Sluggo®
 F Maintain garden beds by weeding and mulching
 F Cut back deciduous ornamental grasses
 F Treat birches, flowering cherries and other trees susceptible to borer damage with Bonide® Annual 

Tree & Shrub Insect Control

plant
 F Alyssum, phacelia, coriander, candytuft, sunflower, yarrow, and dill to attract beneficial insects
 F Vegetables: carrots, beets, broccoli, leeks, parsley, chives, rhubarb, peas, as well as radishes and 

onions if soil is dry enough
 F All berry varieties
 F Start tuberous begonias indoors
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What kind of pots should you get? The 
answer’s not so simple: it depends partly 
on what makes practical sense for your 
plants, and partly on what makes aesthetic 
sense in your home.

First, determine what material your pots 
should be made of.
• Terracotta: breathable, dries out faster,  

inexpensive
• Glazed ceramic: moisture retentive, more  

expensive, decorative
• Plastic: moisture retentive, cheap, good  

for hanging
• Cachepots: decorative only, for drop-in 

use

Once you’ve established your plant’s needs, 
assess your styling choices.

SIZE
Observe the rule of thirds. A pot should be 
either one-third the height of the visible part 
of the plant, or two-thirds the height. An old 
lady cactus is round and squat and looks 
best in a taller pot, but that big monstera 
should go in a pot roughly one-third its size.

Improve your indoor garden:  
think like a designer.
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GARDEN DESIGN
indoor

SHAPE AND TEXTURE
Vary your shapes, but choose textures 
and finishes that belong in the same 
universe (unless you’re going for an 
eclectic look). For Japanese-inspired 
natural simplicity, select pots that 
mimic stone: squat, smooth ones look 
outstanding next to tall, rough ones. A 
mid-century modern aesthetic calls for a 
variety of clean lines and angular shapes 
with smooth glazes, while a rustic cottage 
look pairs well with handthrown ceramic 
(glazed or unglazed) an classic terracotta. 

COLOR
Your indoor garden should work with the 
look of the room and its furniture. For a bold 
look, choose complementary colors (colors 
opposite one another on the color wheel). 
Or for a trendy look, try monochromatic 
pots (different shades of the same hue) that 
contrast with their surroundings. Alternatively, 
go for an eclectic, whimsical look by picking 
intentionally mismatched colors.

ONE FINAL WORD
Ultimately, pots are not merely fuctional— 
they are artwork. And since all art is 
subjective, give yourself permission to 
choose pots that speak to you, regardless 
of whether they fit a pre-determined 
scheme or aesthetic. That one odd pot just 
might be the piece of your indoor garden 
that sparks the most joy for you!  



Colleen  
MICHELLE DESIGNS  
FOAMERS
“We have many different  
varieties and fragrances; they  
get your hands clean and the scent lasts a 
long time. My favorite is the lemon basil.”

STAFF PICKS
watson’s

Mitch 
NEMATODES
“Beneficial nematodes are 
microscopic in size but 
provide enormous benefits 
in the garden. They attack 
more than 230 kinds of soil-
dwelling and wood-boring 
pests, such as flea larvae, 
white grubs, cutworms, corn 
root worms, root weevils, 
strawberry weevils, cabbage 
root maggots, fungus gnat 
larvae, and many more. Using 
beneficial nematodes allows 
you to control pests naturally, 
without using chemicals in 
your garden.”

Ali  
GINKGO BILOBA “MARIEKEN” 
“If you love the unique shape 
of ginkgo leaves but don’t 
have room for a 50’ tall 
tree—the marieken ginkgo, a 
dwarf (up to 5’ tall and wide 
of 15 years) is great, with olive 
green leaves that turn brilliant 
golden yellow in fall.” 

Jim 
“BOWLIES” MAUVE  
WALLFLOWER 
“Profuse clusters of  
mauve-purple flowers  
over gray-green foliage. 
Blooms almost year-round 
in our region. Great in butterfly 
gardens and mixed borders. 
It’s easy and drought tolerant 
once established.”

shop online
LOCAL DELIVERY

watsonsgreenhouse.comfamily owned since 1984!


