
                                                                                                                                          

 

the founder story 

 

Our mission began in 2016 in the kitchen of our three founders, Mathias, Christian and Thomas. 

We the founders were on course for well-paid engineering jobs at that time – until we sat in the 

library shortly before graduation and wondered why there was nothing but sugary, artificial or 

tasteless products to fulfil our snacking demands. At the same time, Mathias had received a 

chocolate do-it-yourself set as a gift and came up with a brilliant idea. Instead of mixing cocoa with 

sugar and milk powder (as is done in the industry), he added (as a nutritionist would do) tons of 

hemp seeds and saved a lot of sugar. The idea of nucao was born – the first vegan, nutritious 

chocolate bar with hemp seeds and coconut blossom nectar. 

While we were developing the product for ourselves and our friends in the shared kitchen, we never 

dreamed that one day we would use it to change the world. But when the first bars rolled off the 

production line in our factory in Dresden, Germany, the question grew louder and louder within us: 

“What we are doing this for and why?” From the very beginning, we looked for sustainable 

approaches at all levels; we focused on organic ingredients and alternative packaging solutions. 

But all in all, our ecological balance was still negative at that time – as we took more from our 

planet than we gave back. Driven by the advancing climate crisis and inspired by the green search 

engine "Ecosia", the idea was to use our product, which potentially goes through the checkout a 

thousand times a day, as a lever for change. Since March 2018, we have been planting one tree for 

every sold product. In the meantime, we have passed the 1 million tree mark and are working to 

create a global lighthouse project for sustainable consumption. 

 

 
The founders: Thomas Stoffels, Mathias Tholey and Christian Fenner  

 

 

 

  


