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hen the New York Yan-
kees signed the “gentle
giant” C. C. Sabathia
to play for their team in
2009, the six-foot, seven-inch-tall pitcher,
his wife, Amber, and their three children
found themselves having to shift quickly
into all-out house-hunting maode. Although
Sabathia had played for the Cleveland In
dians and the Milwaukee Brewers, he had
always kept a home
his native California. “Friends and family
mean everything to me,” Sabathia says. “Ir

and his roots—in

was hard to leave my folk, my place and

even the weather behind.”

The professional enticements were
a formidable
new contract, talented teammates and a
chance to |:-]'i|1:._' his famous left-handed
|Ii'|l.|'l to the fabled Yankees. But a L{'j.
missing piece, obviously, was the right
kind of house, which for Sabathia meant

|1r'l.'|.[_|| |||'l'|'| el I.Ill [|.II'I|.I:_'|IZ

“somewhere | could come home to after
tourh sames and find evervthine per-
fect, easy, warm and welcoming. It had

to be bir and varied enoueh inside for

“To me home is about being comfortable with family,” says New York Yankees pitcher
C. C. Sabarhia (right, with his wife, Amber, and Cherry). The couple share an 18,000-

square-foot house (above), designed by architect James Paragano in Alping, New Jer-
sey, Wit h their four children. Orrostre: “There is a !_{I?IJI:I deal of Aow between all the
commaon areas, and it seemed wiser to limit the palette so that they would not feel busy

or chaotic,” designer Martin P, Mitchell says of the hues he chose for the great room.
The painting is by Starlie Sokol-Hohne. Stark carpet. Kraver patterned pillow fabric.
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us to get through those winters too.
Sabathia doesn't hesitate to say that
w h.n sold him on the Alpine, New Jersey,
place that he and his wite visited when
it was about half completed was the in-
door baskethall court. The mulotalented
pitcher used to play basketball himself (and
foothall as well), but what struck him was
the sense of possihility: a room where he
and his kids could play all kinds of ball
and ride hikes and be together all winter
“I saw that space,” he says, “and ev-
hing just clicked.

What Amber Sabathia saw was a chance
to put her own mark on a house that suited
her growing family—a fourth baby would
come along in the summer of 20010—while
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he ing he 1i|l'lr-1l||'-. located on ala

in leafy New Jersey. “I really wanted the
house 1o feel like it was my H|{ for us,” she
savs. “While 1t was under construction,
C. C. visited once a month, but I weni
so often that C. C. began to wonder "ch:l.
every last workman knew my name!

I'he house the Sabathias settled on had
originally been designed by James Para-
gano for a roung client in the entertain-
ment business and was, as the architect
describes it, “fairly nel and classically
correct butin a restrained way.” The mix
ture of French Neoclassi
a modern sense of relaxation appealed to
the Sabathias, who nevertheless sat down
with Paragano and Martin P. Mitchell, the

isim crossed with

er who had helped them with their
home in California, and came up with a
plan for modifving the house to dovetail
with their own wishes and needs.

'he most significant organizational
“ha nge invo ed the creation of a closet
for Sabathia, who has more shoes—hby
far—than his wife. "|'}:'1~'.1'4.'.1![_'. whart 1 did
was annex the upper volume of the two-
story great room,” the architect explains,
“I felt quite radical to the Sabathias, but
they ended up with a cozier living space
and a handsome closet for C. C., and one
that was nicely, and logically, attached to
the master suite.”

Other 1;|‘|:11‘||__';4.“1 to the house’s floor p|.1|1
involved creating a spa area and a salon,

“We are re

house we could live in until our kids go off to college.”

“We told James and Martin that what we wanted
was @ house that was kid-friendly, classic but
modern—yet not so modern that it felt hard,” says
Amber Sabathia. Asove Lerr: Mitchell incor-
porated an aquarium into one of the family room's
walls. Kravet sofa and drapery fabrics,

Arove: The study serves as Amber Sabathia’s
office, where she holds meetings for the couple’s
foundation, PitC:Ch In, and as a trophy room
for the many awards C. € athia has won, in-
cluding his 2007 AL Cy Young award. B
One of the Sabathias’ requirements was a salon,

ymeb

odies,” she

5dYs

wanted a




Mitchell came up with a palette
that would be congruent

with the house's classic

and chairs. “C. CC. and [ meet at the pedi-
cure station in the middle of the room,”
Amber Sabathia says with a laugh. “Bur,
at a real premium with

our kids; we have crazy travel

s; we admimister our own charn-

table foundaton, PitCCh In, which en-
courages inner-city kids—like C. C. and
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al lines.

[ were once—to play sports, stay in school
and follow their dreams. Having your hair
done at home may seem like a luxury, but
it makes a lot of sense logistically.”
When it came time to plan the interiors,
Amber Sabathia reminded Mitchell that
the couple wanted a house that would be
elegant and timeless, and also cas
inviting. “We are real homebodies,” s

says. “We wanted a house we could live in
until our kids go off to college.”

Mitchell came up with a palette of grays,
whites and beiges that he telt would be
congruent with the house’s classical lines,
wganization and detailing while feeling
understated and modern enough never to
go out of fashion. For the furniture he fa-
vored materials, like macassar ebony, tha
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“It’s ideal for someone who wans a rraditional home with a modern feel,” Paragano says of the house. Toe
Lewt: The master bath, Baldwin cabinet pulls, Apove Lz Adding a second floor above the great room gave

> . Sabathia a new closet, providing plenty of storage for his extensive sneaker collection. The space
boasts a dry bar with a microwave and Sub-Zero refriger drawers. Lutron shade system. Anove: Mitch-
cll designed an oversize bed for the master bedroom. Bec lamps, Uttermost. Christopher Guy mirror.
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looks the indoor
corchoard. Ricirm:
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ing in the basement recreation room ov
bask court, which is complete with an electror
The pool area was placed on axis with the entrance. The fireplace’s arch
echoes the form found throughout the house. Brad Meumann was the
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landscape architect. Perennials fabrics.

had enough tooth to them to hold up to
volume and detailing, “The
chitec-

the interiors

house has a lot of trim, a strong

tural lang of its own,” tl

. “I felt the job of the de
onnect and soften,”

ENOTIMOuS

family

tion had

hell had fun too: in the

ds; in the
screening room whos o has the birth
constellations of cach member of the £

er puts me in the

ust move into my closet. |




