
Solid Bag ‘How to’ 

Firstly decide on the type of rig you want to use, it’s recommended to keep the rig short when using 
a solid bag, just a few inches is plenty. Depending on the type of lake you’re fishing will dictate whether 
it will be more suitable using an in-line drop off style set up (this will be covered in another guide). A 
weedy lake it is advised to set up an in-line drop off set up. Once you’ve decided on your style of rig 
and set up, a few items needed are: a solid bag (size of your choice, here we are using a AA small bag, 
ideal for distance), boilie needle, scissors and a length of PVA tape. 

 

  

Next push the boilie needle through the bag, this allows any trapped air to escape and helps compact 
the bag down for easier casting. Alternatively, you can skip this step and suck the air out just prior to 
casting. This is all down to personal preference. Next add a small amount of your chosen pellet to the 
bag as shown. Smaller pellets compact down better, again aiding casting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Now drop the lead into the bag and loop the hook link over the side of the bag. This step is another 
personal preference, some prefer to drop the rig in first, add pellet and then the lead. Others, as 
shown, prefer to put the lead in first. The reason being that having the weight at the front of the bag 
helps with casting and makes the bag more stable in flight. 

 

Add more of your chosen pellet to the bag and place the rig in the bag as shown. Be careful not to 
allow the rig to tangle as well as ensuring that the hook and hook bait are laying good. 

 

Add more pellet to cover the hook bait and whilst doing so keep compacting the bag down so that 
the pellets take up all the internal space of the bag. The Affordable Angling bags are very durable 
and allow you to give the bag a good few taps on a solid surface to help get things compacted down. 

 



The next few steps will take some practise but once you get the hang of it, it will become easy. Take 
the top of the bag between your index finger and thumb, whilst pushing down slightly, start to twist 
the top of the bag until it’s nice and tight against the stem. Once you’re happy the bag is nice and 
tight, take the section of PVA tape and while holding the bag in one hand, trap the tag end of the PVA 
tape in the same hand and wrap the tape around the top of the bag several times. Try to get the tape 
close to the top of the bag to ensure once tied down it remains tight. Again, this style of tying off the 
solid bag is all down to personal preference. Alternatively, before twisting the top of the bag you can 
apply some saliva and then start to twist the bag. This will seal the bag and you won’t need any PVA 
tape. 

 

Next, push each corner of the bag gently so that you can pull the corners to the bottom of the bag, 
or up the side (personal preference). This makes the bag more aerodynamic and aids casting. Do 
each corner in turn and try to get them even. 

 

 

 

 



Lastly, trim off the tag ends of the PVA tape and the excess of the solid bag. You should be left with a 
solid bag that is compact and firm ready to be launched into the lake. 

 

Using solid bags allows you to present a tight patch of bait with your hook bait hidden away or slightly 
sitting proud of the enticing food parcel depending on your chosen hook bait. Tie up some bags and 
see which methods suit you. We at Affordable Angling would advise to use a supple hook link, a stiff 
hook link will easily loop off the lake bottom and ruin your presentation. These are ideal for using in 
light weed, silty bottoms, casting tight to islands, showing fish and just about any other fishing 
situation. Why not inject some of your favourite liquid for some extra added attraction prior to casting 
out? If doing this, please ensure that the liquid is not water based otherwise the time spent tying the 
solid bag would have been wasted as the bag will begin dissolving on the bank. Why not order 
yourselves some of the Affordable Angling solid bags and give it a try! 

Tight lines, the AA team. 

 


