
Praxis® Core
Reading Subtest Overview



Reading Subtest (5713)

This includes both reading the text and answering the questions.

Computer Based Test
This requires going back and forth between the passages and the questions.

Testing Time: 85 Minutes

56 Questions
All 56 questions are selected response (multiple choice).

Headphones Provided
The test center provides noise cancelling headphones.

Passing Score is 156 or Higher* 
*Confirm your state’s passing score requirement..



Reading Subtest: 
Content Categories

Key Ideas and Details
35% of test
17-22 questions

Topics

•Main idea and primary purpose

• Supporting ideas

• Inferences



Reading Subtest: 
Content Categories

Craft, Structure, and Language Skills 
30% of test
14-19 questions

Topics

• Attitude and tone

• Organization and structure

• Meaning of words 

• Fact or opinion 



Reading Subtest: 
Content Categories

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
35% of test
17-22 questions

Topics

• Diverse media and formats

• Evaluation of arguments

• Analysis and comparison of texts



Reading 
Strategies

Short passages

Long passages

Double passages



Reading Strategy: Short Passage

1. Read the questions first.

2. Read the whole passage.

3. As you read, take notes and think about the 
questions.

4. Answer the questions.

• Eliminate wrong answers.

• Recall what you read in the passage.



NavaED, p. 8
Heart of Darkness
by: Joseph Conrad

The sea-reach of the Thames stretched
before us like the beginning of an
interminable waterway. In the offing, the
sea and the sky were welded together
without a joint, and in the luminous space
the tanned sails of the barges drifting up
with the tide seemed to stand still in red
clusters of canvas sharply peaked, with
gleams of varnished sprits. A haze rested
on the low shores that ran out to sea in
vanishing flatness. The air was dark above
Gravesend, and farther back still seemed
condensed into a mournful gloom,
brooding motionless over the biggest,
and the greatest, town on earth.
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described as:
A. optimistic as the author gazes at 

the greatest town on earth.
B. restless as the author is 

anticipating an upcoming 
voyage.

C. oblivious as the author is 
unaffected by the scenery.

D.ominous as the author is 
cautious about the surrounding 
area.

E. terminal as the author is sure he 
will die.



Reading Strategy: Long Passage

1. Read the questions first.

2. Read the whole passage.

3. As you read, take notes and think about the 
questions.

4. Answer the questions.

• Eliminate wrong answers.

• Recall what you read in the passage.



NavaED, p. 10
The Art of Cross-Examination
By Francis L. Wellman

An amusing incident, leading to the exposure of a
manifest fraud, occurred recently in another of the
many damage suits brought against the Metropolitan
Street Railway and growing out of a collision between
two of the company's electric cars.

The plaintiff, a laboring man, had been thrown to the
street pavement from the platform of the car by the
force of the collision, and had dislocated his shoulder.
He had testified in his own behalf that he had been
permanently injured in so far as he had not been able
to follow his usual employment for the reason that he
could not raise his arm above a point parallel with his
shoulder. Upon cross-examination the attorney for the
railroad asked the witness a few sympathetic questions
about his sufferings, and upon getting on a friendly
basis with him asked him "to be good enough to show
the jury the extreme limit to which he could raise his
arm since the accident." The plaintiff slowly and with
considerable difficulty raised his arm to the parallel of
his shoulder.
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"Now, using the same arm, show the jury how high
you could get it up before the accident,” quietly
continued the attorney; whereupon the witness
extended his arm to its full height above his head,
amid peals of laughter from the court and jury.

In a case of murder, to which the defense of insanity
was set up, a medical witness called on behalf of the
accused swore that in his opinion the accused, at the
time he killed the deceased, was affected with a
homicidal mania, and urged to the act by an
irresistible impulse. The judge, not satisfied with this,
first put the witness some questions on other
subjects, and then asked, "Do you think the accused
would have acted as he did if a policeman had been
present?" to which the witness at once answered in
the negative. Thereupon the judge remarked, "Your
definition of an irresistible impulse must then be an
impulse irresistible at all times except when a
policeman is present."



Choose all of the following statements with 
which the author of the passage would agree.

qIt is easy to trick a plaintiff during a cross 
examination when the attorney becomes 
friendly with the plaintiff.

qTo trick a witness in a cross examination, it 
helps to ask preliminary questions before 
asking the questions that will prove your 
case in court.

qA case of fraud and a case of murder are 
two different situations and require different 
approaches in cross examination.

qCross examinations can be very amusing, 
especially when the plaintiffs or witnesses 
don’t catch on to the tactics of the cross-
examining attorney or judge.

qFraud and insanity are hard to prove, and 
attorneys can easily discredit witnesses who 
rely on those defenses.
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For what type of publication would the 
passage be best suited?

A. A textbook for a criminal law course

B. The classified section of a local 
newspaper

C. A newspaper op-ed piece

D. A biography about a famous attorney

E. A non-fiction book about famous 
criminal trials



Reading Strategy: Double Passage

1. Read only passage 1 questions first.

2. Read passage 1.

3. As you read, take notes and think about 
the questions.

4. Answer passage 1 questions.

PASSAGE 1



Reading Strategy: Double Passage

5. Read the questions for passage 2.

6. Read passage 2.

7. Use your scratch paper to jot down important 
information.

8. Answer passage 2 questions.

9. Last, answer the questions that have to do with 
both passages. 

PASSAGE 2



NavaED, p. 13

Passage 1

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) was tasked
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to build the
Pickwick Dam, which would be a significant
producer of hydroelectric power for the region.
During the Great Depression, the towns of
Waterloo and Riverton were sacrificed as a result
of the construction of the dam. More than a loss
of property, it was a sacrifice of community for
the greater good. The people were happy to
sacrifice their property in order to see their
region prosper. This act resulted in a better
region allowing for the creation of jobs,
economic security, recreational facilities and a
better quality of life for the residents of the
Tennessee Valley. As in other lost towns
throughout the region, these communities and
the families living in them dedicated their
properties, homes and histories to the creation
of a vastly improved region and a stronger
nation for their children and grandchildren.D
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Passage 2

When people talk about the great success of
the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)—it
helped ease some of the economic hardship
not only in the state of Tennessee but also in
parts of Kentucky, Alabama, Georgia, North
Carolina, and Virginia—they often fail to
consider those who lost everything to the
government. These people are often billed
as land and business owners who sacrificed
their homes and livelihood for the future of
the nation. The place where my grandparents
raised my mother is now underwater, and the
result of their sacrifice: they lost everything
and nearly starved to death during the
depression.
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3. In passage 1, the author’s position 
on the topic is which of the 
following?

A. The landowners did not deserve to 
be treated the way they were.

B. The landowners made a great 
fortune from their sacrifice. 

C. The Tennessee Valley Authority 
failed in their endeavors. 

D.The farms around the river were not 
very valuable. 

E. The landowners understood that 
their sacrifice was for the good of 
the region. 

Read Passage 1

Answer Questions from Passage 1

Next, Read Passage 2

Answer Questions from Passage 2



2. In passage 2, the term 
billed means which of the 
following?

A. asked for payment 

B. offered a settlement 

C. are charged
D.described as 

E. are beaked
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Answer Questions from Passage 2

Last, answer questions that address 
both passages.
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3. In passage 1, the author’s position on the topic is which of the following?
A. The landowners did not deserve to be treated the way they were.
B. The landowners made a great fortune from their sacrifice. 
C. The Tennessee Valley Authority failed in their endeavors. 
D. The farms around the river were not very valuable. 
E. The landowners understood that their sacrifice was for the good of the region. 

4. Which of the following statements summarizes the overall tone and 
structure of both passages?
A. Passage 1 generalizes favorably at the TVA, while passage 2 expresses a cynical 

personal experience of the TVA. 
B. Passage 1 draws from enjoyable personal experience of the TVA, while passage 2 

expresses a generalized anger toward the project.
C. Passage 1 extends is a cautious warning of the TVA, while the passage 2 expresses 

doubt of the TVA’s success.
D. Passage 1 is pessimistic about the TVA and other projects, while passage 2 is cautiously 

optimistic about the results of the TVA.
E. Passage 1 praises the sacrifice of the government during the TVA, while passage 2 

blames the government for people’s suffering during the TVA.



Reading 
Strategies

Charts and graphs



Reading Strategy: Charts and Graphs

1. Read the questions first.

2. Look at all of the elements of the visual aid.
• title, legend, headings, axes, etc.

3. Pay attention to the increments and organization.

4. Identity trends and patterns.
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1. The university above has a limited budget for marketing, and only has enough 
money to market for one quarter and towards one age group. According to the 
graph above, where should the limited marketing budget be used to increase 
enrollment?
A. School officials should use the marketing budget during quarter 2 for the 25-30 age group.
B. School officials should use the marketing budget during quarter 4 for the 45-50 age group. 
C. School officials should use the marketing budget during quarter 1 for the 20-30 age group.
D. School officials should use the marketing budget during quarter 3 for the 31-35 age group.
E. School officials should use the marketing budget during quarter 2 for the 31-35 age group.

2. According to the graph, the age group with the most consistent enrollment is:
A. age 25-30
B. age 31-35
C. age 35-40
D. age 41-45
E. age 45-50
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