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Combined Score

MC + Essay = 
Writing Score



Score of a 4 = Competence
Essay Rubric

• States or implies the writer’s position or thesis

• Shows control in the organization and development 
of ideas

• Offers some key ideas, details and examples, but 
lacks specificity 

• Displays adequate use of language

• Shows control of grammar, usage, and mechanics, but 
may contain errors



Steps
Step 1: Type your thesis statement. 

Step 2: Map your essay.

Step 3: Write your detail paragraphs (body). 

Step 4: Proofread your body paragraphs. 

Step 5: Write your introduction.

Step 6: Write your conclusion. 

Step 7: Proofread your entire essay. Do not add anything new. 



Argumentative Prompt

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with this opinion. Support your views 
with specific reasons and opinions from your own experiences, observations, or reading.

“The use of technological devices in the classrooms 
should be banned because students are distracted 
and spend the majority of their time on social media.”



Step 1 - Thesis
DEFINITIVE POSITION 
“I disagree.” 

THESIS STATEMENT
“Technological devices should not be banned in the 
classroom because they offer many advantages.“



Step 2 - Map
Detail Paragraph 1 Detail Paragraph 2



Step 3 - Type the Details

Contrary to the belief that using technological devices in the classroom is 
distracting to students, there are many advantages to using these devices in 
the classroom. The use of technology in the classroom can foster student 
collaboration by allowing students to share their work with each other and 
create projects together. For instance, students can collaborate to create a 
podcast using a variety of cloud-based tools. In addition, using technological 
devices in the classroom can increase student engagement. For example, 
students can use their laptops or iPads to create infographics that explain 
complex ideas. These activities allow students to be creative and use their 
critical thinking skills. The use of technological devices in the classroom can 
drive both collaborative learning and student engagement, ultimately 
providing students with new ways to interact with each other and the 
classroom content. 



Step 3 - Type the Details

In college, I was fortunate enough to have a professor who 
incorporated the use of technological devices in almost every lesson. 
She encouraged us to use our laptops and cellphones in class for 
various activities. We frequently used our smartphones for online 
polling and crowdsourcing, which led to rich classroom discussion and 
increased engagement. Even the shy students who often did not take 
part in any class activities participated. Because the professor allowed 
us to use technology in the classroom, we were engaged and able to 
collaborate with other classmates. Rather than viewing technology as a 
distraction, professors can take advantage of the resource and use it 
effectively in the classroom.



Step 4 - Proof!



Step 5 - Write the Intro

I disagree with the idea that the use of technological 
devices in the classroom should be banned. These devices 
are innovative tools that can be used to positively affect 
student learning by increasing collaboration and 
engagement. Technological devices should not be banned 
in the classroom because they offer many advantages.



Step 6 - Write the Conclusion

I do not agree with the claim that the use of technological 
devices in the classroom should be banned. Technological 
devices do not distract students. Rather, these devices can 
be used to encourage collaboration among students and 
improve student engagement. Educators should embrace 
technology and use it as a resource to help students in their 
class succeed.



Step 7 - Proof!





Steps
Step 1: Type your thesis statement. 

Step 2: Map your essay.

Step 3: Write your detail paragraphs (body). 

Step 4: Proofread your body paragraphs. 

Step 5: Write your introduction.

Step 6: Write your conclusion. 

Step 7: Proofread your entire essay. Do not add anything new. 



Source-Based Prompt

Read the two passages carefully, and write an essay in which you identify the most important concerns 
regarding the issue. Explain why they are important. Your essay must draw on information from BOTH of 
the sources. In addition, you may draw on your own experiences, observations, or reading. Be sure to CITE 
the sources.

“Artificial intelligence (AI) is progressing rapidly. While science fiction often 
portrays AI as robots with human-like characteristics, AI can encompass 
anything from Google’s search algorithms to autonomous weapons. Many 
people believe that AI is not malevolent because it is not likely to exhibit 
human emotions. However, others fear that AI will become conscious and 
destroy us, or it will land in the wrong hands and be used for evil 
purposes.  Both of the following sources address whether or not AI could 
be harmful to our society.”





Step 1 - Thesis
IDENTIFY THE ARGUMENT
• What is being discussed?
• Why is this important?

THESIS STATEMENT
Artificial Intelligence is seen both as an opportunity 
and a threat. 



Step 2 - Map
Detail Paragraph 1


Source 1

Detail Paragraph 2


Source 2



Step 3 - Type the Details

In his article, “Is artificial intelligence dangerous? 6 AI risks everyone should 
know about,” published in Forbes, Marr (2018) argues that AI poses many 
dangers to our society. Not only is there a concern that autonomous 
weapons might gain a “mind of their own” and become unstoppable, 
existing cameras and facial recognition algorithms in countries such as 
China are already tracking a person’s every move, and that information will 
eventually be used to implement a powerful social credit system. As the 
author states, “when Big Brother is watching you and then making 
decisions based on that intel, it’s not only an invasion of privacy it can 
quickly turn to social oppression” (Marr, 2018). 



Step 3 - Type the Details

In an opposing view is outlined in the article “AI as a force for good,” there 
are many advantages that AI brings. The article, published in the MIT 
Technology Review, shows that “AI has the capability to predict and 
prevent many kinds of risks, thus improving day-to-day life.” Its benefits can 
already be seen in industries such as finance, education, and healthcare. In 
finance, the use of AI allows the underserving populations access to various 
financial services. In education, AI programs can be used to provide 
students individualized curriculum that best fits the students’ needs. 
Additionally, AI is can be used in hospitals to collect information from 
patients and allow doctors to focus on more pertinent cases. There are 
many benefits to using AI, and “it learns what we teach it – and we’re 
teaching it what we want our future to look like: secure, flexible, efficient, 
and highly productive” (MIT Technology Review, 2018).



Step 4 - Proof!



Step 5 - Write the Intro

Artificial intelligence (AI) is a technology that has gained a lot of 
attention in our society and has become a topic of heavy debate 
among different people. Some believe that AI can potentially 
have many negative effects, and even more people fear that it 
will fall into the wrong hands and destroy the world. However, 
others believe that AI is a blessing and can bring about great 
change to our society. Artificial Intelligence is seen both as an 
opportunity and a threat. 



Step 6 - Write the Conclusion

The issue on whether or not AI is good or bad for our 
society will continue to be disputed by many. It is no 
question that AI can bring many advantages to our society; 
however, it has the potential to cause a lot of damage as 
well. More research will need to be done in order to 
determine whether or not AI can pose a serious threat to 
our society.



Step 7 - Proof!


