
 

 California | Pennsylvania | South Carolina | Texas 

       
 

  
 
 

May 7, 2019 

 
 
Market Update 

• Chinese Tariffs To Be Increased By Friday, May 10th. 
• Maine Is The First State To Ban Foam Containers 
• Starbucks and Dunkin’ Prepare For Coffee Cup Taxes and Bans 

 
 

Tariff News From The US/China Trade War: 
 

(CNBC.com accessed 5/6/19) President Donald Trump said Sunday, May 5th, that tariffs on $200 
billion of Chinese goods will increase to 25% on Friday, May 10th, despite repeated claims by the 
administration in recent weeks that trade talks with Beijing were going well.  
 
The tariff rate on “List 3” goods was originally set at 10%. Trump had initially threatened to 
increase the tariffs at the start of the year but postponed that decision after China and the U.S. 
agreed to sit down for trade talks. 

 
In addition, Trump threatened to impose 25% tariffs on an additional $325 billion of Chinese 
goods "shortly.“  The president said that trade talks with China are continuing, but are moving too 
slowly as Beijing tries to re-negotiate. 

 
   
 

AmerCareRoyal will keep our customers informed about how these potential tariff’s will impact our 
customers as we receive new information.   

 
  

https://www.cnbc.com/donald-trump/


AmerCareRoyal Market Update 2 
 
 

Maine Becomes First State To Ban Styrofoam Food Containers 
 
 (CNN.com accessed 5/6/19) Food containers made of Styrofoam, also known as polystyrene, 

will be officially banned from businesses in Maine after 
governor Janet Mills signed a bill into law Tuesday.  
 
The law, which will go into effect January 1, 2021, 
prohibits restaurants, caterers, coffee shops and grocery 
stores from using the to-go foam containers because they 
cannot be recycled in Maine.  
 
Maine has become the first state to take such a step as 
debate about banning plastic bags or other disposable 
products is spreading across the nation.  

 
While states like New York and California have banned single-use plastic bags, others such as 
Tennessee and Florida have made it illegal for local municipalities to regulate them.  
 
 

 
Starbucks, Dunkin Race Against Bans, Taxes on Disposable Cups 
 
Inspired by plastic bag bans, jurisdictions have set their sights 
on a much bigger target: the to-go coffee cup. 
 
(Bloomberg.com accessed 5/6/19) Earlier this year, the 
Berkeley, CA city council put on notice a new environmental 
scourge: The to-go coffee cup. 
 
Some 40 million disposable cups get tossed in the city each 
year, according to the city council, almost one per resident per 
day. So in January, the city said it will require coffee shops to charge an extra 25-cents for 
customers who use a take-away cup.  
 
Overwhelmed by trash, jurisdictions around the world are banning single-use plastic takeaway 
containers and cups. For chains like Starbucks Corp., which goes through about 6 billion cups 
a year, this represents no less than an existential dilemma. Dunkin’ recently renamed itself to 
de-emphasize its donut origins and now makes close to 70 percent of its revenue from coffee 
drinks. But it’s also a pressing problem for McDonald’s Corp. and the much wider fast-food 
industry. Executives have long suspected this day would come. Separately and together, 
they’ve been working on a more environmentally friendly alternative to the plastic-lined, double-
walled, plastic-lidded paper cup for more than a decade. 
 

 
If you have questions about how the news in AmerCareRoyal’s Market Updates impact your business, 
contact your AmerCareRoyal salesperson today. 

 
 

Thank you for your business!  

Nick Levandusky 
Director of Marketing 
AmerCareRoyal 

http://redirect.viglink.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainelegislature.org%2Flegis%2Fbills%2Fbills_129th%2Fbilltexts%2FHP021301.asp&key=15785bf48552a1cdfab425661118986f
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/03/31/us/new-york-state-plastic-bags-ban/index.html
http://redirect.viglink.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newschannel5.com%2Fnews%2Ftennessee-moves-to-stop-cities-from-banning-plastic-bags&key=15785bf48552a1cdfab425661118986f
https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-energy/disposable-free-food-containers-now-the-law-in-berkeley-calif
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-25/dunkin-donuts-is-latest-consumer-brand-to-opt-for-shorter-name

