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A multi-layered debut novel about the search for the
bittersweet, invisibly visible moments at the core of
losing

About the book
The hyperinflation in Russia drove Shura's family to the brink of
subsistence years ago. Since then, she has only known her parents as
emotionally absent. Every summer, however, Shura and her four
brothers can escape reality at their grandparents' dacha. Shura is
especially close to her eldest brother, Kostya - until he suddenly
disappears. Unclear whether he has died or is missing, the family has to
come to terms with the loss. Only Shura does not want to succeed. After
all, he was her most important confidant.

Years later, when she is studying medicine and Kostya's disappearance
has become an old wound, her brother's corpse suddenly lies before her
in the dissection room. Haunted by his ghost, Shura must reconstruct his
story. Only in this way can she send him back to the world beyond - and
find her own way by processing his death.

The simultaneity of something beautiful in something terrible, the
incompatibility of a dead person in the midst of the living, the belief
in fairy tales and myths in a modern world - Maria Jansen creates a
sensitive story about a denied mourning process and the
consequences of an unsolvable void.

Specifications
Ecco Verlag
352 pages
Hardcover
March 2023
World Rights available

Alena Schmick

Maria Jansen, born in 1988 in Petrozavodsk, Russia, immigrated to Germany at the age of
eight with her parents, grandparents and brother. She studied German language and
literature and philosophy in Düsseldorf and Innsbruck as well as literary writing at the
German Literature Institute in Leipzig. She won the audience award at the Wartholz
Literature Competition 2018 and received several scholarships for her debut novel. She lives
and writes in Berlin.
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About the book
Billie is a mother - and she is a daughter. When Billie meets her mother,
two worlds collide and tear her apart.

The end of the GDR offers Billie new freedoms, but she quickly learns
that capitalism also draws walls - if she wants to continue living as a
musician, she has to ask her parents for support. Alongside a great
sense of basic trust, however, Billie feels especially the judgement of her
mother, who clings to a crumbling value system. And there is also Billie's
husband André, whom she loves but through whom she also feels
bound to a role. How can Billie be free and responsible, wild and loving
at the same time - when the tightly set boundaries are drawn not only
within the family, but also by the political system?

In this family romp, we meet an uncompromising woman who wants to
make use of her right to freedom. But can she live up to all expectations,
including her own?

• Katharina Höftmann Ciobotaru is the expert of inner conflicts - no one
can dissect a mother-daughter relationship like she can.

Specifications
Ecco Verlag
176 pages
Hardcover
April 2023
World Rights available

Katharina Höftmann Ciobotaru was born in 1984 in Rostock. She studied psychology and
German-Jewish history in Berlin, is a journalist and the author of several crime novels and
non-fiction books, including the bestselling Guten Morgen, Tel Aviv! For several years, she
has lived with her family in Tel Aviv.
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About the challenge of living the dream of freedom

About the book
Almut, a single mother and literary scholar, takes over her father's
sailboat, a dragon – beautiful, but much too big and too expensive for
her. Soon the dragon is taking up all her time and money. She's
spending all of her weekends at the lake, busy with maintenance and
refurbishing, or she's running all around East Berlin looking for paint,
sandpaper, and canvas. The other boat owners, all men, laugh at her –
a boat like that isn't something a person can manage by themselves,
especially not when that person is a woman. More than once she tries to
sell the dragon, but at the last minute she can't bear to part with it.
Because with it, she discovers a freedom that she could never find
otherwise, neither in her country nor in a relationship.

• Timeless and timely – a woman who asserts herself in a male-
dominated environment

• Made into a 1987 DEFA film under the direction of Herrmann Zschoche

• The rediscovery of the East German bestseller from the year 1982

"A no-frills piece of emancipation, a significant (GDR) novel." Chrismon
1.9.2022

"The new edition of The Solo Sailor is an enriching rediscovery." FAZ
27.8.2022

"This novel [...] lives from a language that surges rhythmically up and
down, soaring from simple main-sentence rows to parataxis, sometimes
registering soberly, then narrating picturesquely and atmospherically,
rocking the reader in the gentle swell." Welt am Sonntag 7.8.2022

Specifications
Ecco Verlag
208 pages
Hardcover
September 2022
World Rights available
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Christine Wolter was born in 1939 in Königsberg/Kaliningrad. After fleeing East Prussia in
1944, her family settled in East Berlin in 1950. She studied romance languages, was an
editor in the Aufbau publishing house, and is a freelance translator, publisher and author.
Christine Wolter writes short stories, poetry, and novels, among them the bestseller Die
Alleinseglerin (The Solo Sailer), which appeared in 1982 and was filmed by DEFA. In 1978
she moved to Italy and now lives near Milan and in Berlin.
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About the book
Maja has grown up in East Germany. Her mother, Astrid, is a career
woman, and although she has a problem with alcohol, she has emerged
as one of the winners in the new, unified Germany. Maja's father Wolf on
the other hand is at his wits' end in the aftermath of the Fall of
Communism. Some family members drift toward the far-right political
scene. Eitan's father has grown up with Holocaust survivors – Eitan's
grandmother did survive Theresienstadt, but ever since then, day after
day, she sits at the window and waits for the return of her brother Sigi,
who was murdered in Auschwitz. Eitan's mother was born in Iraq, from
where her family fled to Israel after a pogrom. When Maja and Eitan
meet, two worlds and two lives collide. Actually, this is it: the love of a
lifetime. But Eitan feels as uncomfortable in Germany as Maja does in
Israel. For Eitan, it is essential that Maja converts to Judaism, but she
struggles to believe.

Alef tells the story of two families, one German and one Israeli. It is a
story of cruel twists of fate, of change, of guilt, and of what love can
conquer – and what it can't.

• English sample translation available

• Selected for New Books in German

• English translation will be funded completely

"Uncompromising, multi-layered and moving." Samerberger
Nachrichten, 23.03.2021

"The author tells an atmospherically dense story in suggestive imagery
and with psychologically more convincingly drawn characters."
Samerberger Nachrichten, 23.03.2021

"A sincere contemporary history that stands universally for more
understanding." Westfälischer Anzeiger, 03.04.2021

""Alef" is an extremely readable novel that takes on a subject about
which there is far too little to read in this country."" Stefan Härtel, Lesart,
06.2021

Specifications
Ecco Verlag
432 pages
Hardcover
March 2021
Sold to: Italy
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Katharina Höftmann Ciobotaru was born in 1984 in Rostock. She studied psychology and
German-Jewish history in Berlin, is a journalist and the author of several crime novels and
non-fiction books, including the bestselling Guten Morgen, Tel Aviv! For several years, she
has lived with her family in Tel Aviv. Alef is her literary debut.
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“If nothing's as it should be, you can bet my mother was
there.”

About the book
When Zofia's father goes to a detox clinic, it's immediately clear to her
and her sister Kinga what they, as daughters of a Polish family, have to
do; their mother cannot be at home alone, and so, without further ado,
accomodations are made for her in Zofia's student apartment. Which
means the place is at least clean, but nothing is where it was. There's
food on the table, but always with some meat in it – and Zofia is a
vegetarian. The daughters wind up playing mama to their mama, and
Mama plays matchmaker. For Zofia, she comes up with Anton: ethnic
German and medical student, exactly the type she wants for her
daughter. Of course Zofia can't actually admit that she likes Anton – but
then, secret relationships have always been in the family anyway.

The three women don't need anyone – least of all a man – to maintain
their intricate family structures. But when you're trying to do what's best
for your loved ones, all's fair, right?

• The hilarious follow-up novel to "Eat this now if you love me".

• Actress Bianca Nawrath tells of the conflicts between mothers and
daughters, vegetarians and meat fans.

• Funny, warm-hearted and thoughtful

Specifications
Ecco Verlag
304 pages
Hardcover
April 2022
World Rights available

Bianca Nawrath has borrowed one or two anecdotes from her debut novel from her life (but
she won't reveal which ones): born and raised in Berlin in 1997, she too spent numerous
vacations with the extended family in Poland during her life and on the way back had a trunk
full of liquor and sweets. Nawrath is a freelance journalist and actress - she has stood in front
of the camera with Jürgen Vogel and Til Schweiger, among others - and is studying
journalism in Berlin.
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About the book
The young Berlin woman Kinga wants to get married. With her boyfriend
Mahmut, with whom she has shared an apartment and views of the
world for several years. Everything could be perfect - if it weren't for the
lovely family. For Kinga's parents are from Poland, and in the Holy
Trinity of church, vodka and goulash there is no room for a Muslim son-
in-law. Without further ado, the unwanted appendage is invited to a
family wedding in their old homeland to get to know each other - and it's
not only Granny's Flaki who causes stomach aches.
With great lightness and a precise eye for detail, Bianca Nawrath writes

about growing up in post-reunification Berlin, about love of the city and
family ties, touching on the themes of home and origin as she passes
by.

"This is how much fun a meeting of cultures and generations can be!"
Bellestristik-couch.de, 23.03.2021

"Nawrath demonstrates a good eye for language and detail, her novel
reads like a German blockbuster comedy." Ekz-Bibliotheksservice, KW
13.2021

"One of the most loving, intelligent and funny books of this year!"
Johannes Kössler, Guten Morgen Österreich, 08.04.2021

"Wonderfully original. Outstanding." Münchner Merkur, 07.08.2021

Specifications
Ecco Verlag
224 pages
Hardcover
March 2021
World Rights available

Bianca Nawrath has borrowed one or two anecdotes from her debut novel from her life (but
she won't reveal which ones): born and raised in Berlin in 1997, she too spent numerous
vacations with the extended family in Poland during her life and on the way back had a trunk
full of liquor and sweets. Nawrath is a freelance journalist and actress - she has stood in front
of the camera with Jürgen Vogel and Til Schweiger, among others - and is studying
journalism in Berlin.
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“And triumphs were – life had taught her that – a good
replacement for love.”

About the book
Maria Callas' career is long past its zenith by 1959, when she steps on
board the Christina, the legendary luxury yacht belonging to the Greek
billionaire Aristotle Onassis. The cruise over the Aegean to Istanbul
takes three weeks, and after it, nothing is as it was before. Maria Callas,
the Greek-American opera singer who, on her own merit, has worked
her way to the top, finds in Onassis a man to whom, finally, she can
show her vulnerable side. Oblivious to their spouses, also on board, they
become a couple – a scandal that the press immediately pounces on.
This is the first novel to do justice to the person behind the mask of
Maria Callas, because the narrator, her unborn son Omero, knows her
like no one else.

• English sample translation available!

"Entertaining and with an ironically affectionate view of its protagonists."
Berliner Morgenpost, 08.08.2021

"This book is a pleasure to read because it is brilliantly written and
creates beguiling images." BR Klassik, 24.08.2021

"The book as a whole is so powerful." "A resonant literary novel for this
particular voice." NDR Kultur, 27.08.2021

Specifications
Ecco Verlag
400 pages
August 2021
World Rights available

Eva Baronsky, born in 1968, grew up in Germany's Rheingau region. She studied interior
design and marketing communication and, among other things, worked as a journalist, jam
salesperson, graphic artist, and communication consultant. She now writes novels, plays,
libretti, and essays. For her debut novel, Herr Mozart wacht auf (Mr. Mozart Wakes Up),
which sold over 100,000 copies in ten countries, she was awarded the Hölderlin Prize.
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A family that has created its own world in a house – until
one of them reaches their limits

About the book
Walled off from the world, young Maia lives with her family in a big
house in the forest, a house which no one ever leaves. Family life
follows its own peculiar logic – everyone has their tasks and follows a
strict set of rules informed by the history of their ancestors and
knowledge of astronomy. Family members take their names from the
stars, whose constellations determine communal life. But at some point,
the stories are no longer enough for Maia. Is the world outside really as
dangerous as she's been told ever since birth? When the older members
start acting more and more oddly, she increasingly questions the limits
of the house and the stories …

"Fairytale-like and oppressive." Die Presse
Specifications
Ecco Verlag
256 pages
Hardcover
April 2022
World Rights available

Tatjana von der Beek, born in 1993, lives and works in Düsseldorf. She studied creative
writing and editing in Hildesheim, was one of the publishers of the literary journal BELLA
triste,took part in the artistic direction of the literature festival PROSANOVA 2017, and was a
finalist in the 23rd Open Mike. Her work has been published in various magazines and
anthologies. “The World Outside the Windows” is her debut novel.
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“There are things that belong to the water.”

About the book
If the winter is cold enough, Lake Wilmer freezes solid, and you can walk
on the ice all the way to the little forested island. The winter when the
narrator was eight was cold. But not cold enough. That winter, she lost
Alice, and even her name, to the lake.
Since then, no one in her family has spoken. And when language
disappears, so do people – her mother, her father, her sister. The
narrator retreats completely into her memories, to a time when the
mother told her stories about the whales in Lake Wilmer and the dark,
empty house was still full of life. It's the only way she has to guard
against losing still more.
Until one autumn day when Jora appears at the door, a young, red-
haired woman who isn't going to stand for this silence. But it's dangerous
to let Jora and her stories into the house, because she, too, could just
disappear again.

“Worthwhile literature.” Börsenblatt, June 17, 2021

Specifications
Ecco Verlag
288 pages
Hardcover
September 2021
World Rights available

Laura Dürrschmidt, born in 1994 in Seligenstadt am Main, studied book sciences and British
Studies in Mainz, where she specialized in typography. In 2020 she was recognized at the
Young Literature Forum of Hessia-Thuringia, and, with There Are No Whales in Lake Wilmer,
took part in the fiction workshop of the Jürgen Ponto Foundation in Edenkoben. Laura
Dürrschmidt lives in Offenbach.
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For translation rights inquiries, please contact: 

Katharina Depken: Katharina.depken@harpercollins.de 
Tel.: +49 40 600 909 344 

 

For the following countries, please contact our exclusive agents: 

China  
HERCULES B&C Dev. GmbH 
Mr. Hongjun Cai: cai@hercules-book.de 
 
France 
Literary Agent Mrs. Stefanie Drews:  stefanie.drews@orange.fr 
 
Romania 
Literary Agent Ms. Marilena Iovu: marilena.iovu@literat.ro 
 
Spain, South America, Portugal and Brazil 
Ute Körner Literary Agency 
Mrs. Sandra Rodericks: sandra.rodericks@uklitag.com 

South Korea 
MOMO Agency 
Mrs. Geenie Han: geeniehan@mmagency.co.kr 

Turkey 

Libris Agency 

Mrs. Bengu Ayfer Gungor: bengu@librisagency.com 
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