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Somerset’s Acre & Holt was created in lockdown to offer a range  
of sustainable and hard-wearing waistcoats and gilets

LAST A LIFETIME 

‘B uy less and choose well’ is 
the motto of one Somerset 
woman who has created a 
gorgeous range of clothes for 

the outdoors. 
Acre & Holt, a company based in Frome, 

began during the first Covid-19 lockdown. As 
people began to spend more time outside and 
develop a passion for gardening, Zara d’Abo 
decided she wanted to offer hard-wearing and 
practical clothing for everyone to wear. 

And so she created Acre & Holt. The 
collection includes a range of waistcoats and 
gilets for men and women, with heavy duty 
zips and reinforced pockets. Zara uses wool 
and tweed, as she believes it is important to 
promote sustainable slow fashion. 

“There is a reason why wool and tweed, in 
particular, have been used for clothing in this 
country for centuries – it is perfectly suited for 
this climate. It keeps you dry in the rain, warm 
in the cold and regulates to your temperature 
in between,” she explained. 

“It is woven from an ultimately renewable 
source and employs a raft of spinners, dyers, 
weavers and finishers in this country. My 
mission is to stop the world wearing fleeces – 
they shed two grams of microfibres back into 
the water supply every time you wash them – 
and overall that is quite a lot of plastic finding 
its way back into the marine environment.

“Our tweed clothing may initially seem 

“I am really lucky to have an amazing 
team locally – a pattern cutter and seamstress 
who are able to make to order and a 
small workshop in London who do small 
production runs for me,” Zara added. 

“This has freed us up to be able to 
make a lot more up to order, which reduces 
waste and keeps our stock holding down.  
It also transforms the experience for our 
customers who can select their own bespoke 
combination to make their dream garment 
come to life. 

“We launched at Chelsea Flower Show 
in the Autumn and we will be going back in 
May.  I am developing some new designs for 
the next RHS show.”

Acre & Holt also offer a lifetime repair 
service for a small fee.

acreholt.co.uk

‘Nothing gives me more 
pleasure than seeing a 
customer still wearing 
their treasured tweeds’ expensive but it will hopefully last you a 

lifetime, so that the price per wear ends up 
being very good value. Buy less and choose 
well is my motto. 

“Nothing gives me more pleasure than 
seeing a customer still wearing their treasured 
tweeds and telling me they never take them 
off – they are designed to be your acker or old 
friend (in old Somerset speak).

“We also offer a more tailored made to 
order range of jackets, skirts and trouser suits 
for men and women in our bespoke tweeds 
with linings of your choice.”

Zara says she has always loved visiting 
vintage shops and trying to find the perfect 
trousers or jacket, and says she took 
inspiration from her grandmother’s wardrobe.

Her first job was with M&S as a buyer, 
and she then moved to work in television 
journalism, spending a decade in Africa. 
Here, she fell in love with print and colour, 
which influences her work now. 
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