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New Additions to the Blue Water Conservation District 

 

The Blue Water Conservation District has welcomed several new staff members this past year. 

Emily Hale is our Produce Safety 
Technician. She grew up on her family’s 
farm in Sandusky and recently graduated 
from Michigan State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Agribusiness 
Management. She enjoys helping local 
produce growers learn about produce 
safety!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hunter Salisbury joined our team as our new Wildlife Biologist. She attended Michigan State University 
and earned her Bachelor's in Fisheries and Wildlife Management, specializing in Wildlife Biology. She 
previously worked at Michigan United Conservation Clubs as the Outreach Specialist where she spent 
her days improving wildlife habitat on public land with volunteers. Hunter is excited to be serving 
Lapeer, Sanilac, and St. Clair counties as she is a new resident to the former, and she enjoys aiding 
landowners in establishment or 
restoration of wildlife habitat in her 
community.  In her spare time she 
enjoys duck hunting and walleye 
fishing with her husband and spending 
sweet moments with their 4 month old 
daughter, Ellis and two dogs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The District also welcomed two new Farm Bill Conservation Technicians!  

 

John Bowsky grew up on his family’s centennial crop farm in 
Brown City, where they raise soybeans and red wheat.  He 
took on an important role to help the farm become MAEAP 
verified in the cropping system.  He attended Delta College 
and Northwood University where he earned a Bachelor’s in 
Business Management, with minors in the construction 
field.  Before joining the Conservation District, he was 
involved in the Construction Masonry area.  He is happy and 
thrilled to bring his past work and current farming experiences 
to assist farmers and land producers in protecting natural 
resources in Sanilac County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alyssa Winters, who serves as the Farm Bill Conservation 
Technician in St. Clair and Macomb Counties, graduated from 
Oakland University in 2016 with a Bachelor of Arts in Biology. 
She has held positions with both the Michigan DNR and 
Oakland Township Parks and Recreation working on various 
land stewardship and habitat restoration projects. She is happy 
to now be joining the Conservation District to help local 
farmers with their land conservation concerns!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Michigan On-Farm Produce Safety 
The Michigan On-Farm Produce Safety program was developed out of the need to educate produce 
growers on the Food Safety Modernization Act: Produce Safety Rule, a new federal regulation set by the 
FDA and enforced in Michigan by Michigan’s Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD). Inspections officially have started in Michigan this growing season and many of Michigan’s 
largest farms have faced inspection. Through an MDARD grant, six Produce Safety Technician are 
housed regionally throughout the state to help growers prepare for upcoming inspections. Technicians 
work one-on-one with growers to assess where growers are not currently in compliance with the law. 
They then work with the grower to make necessary changes to their operation. In 2019 the Blue Water 
Conservation District Produce Safety Technician, Emily Hale visited over 100 farms around Michigan 
to provide produce safety assistance to growers. If you would like more information about how your 
farm might be affected by the Food Safety Modernization Act Produce Safety Rule call or email Emily 
Hale at (810) 984-3865 ext.5 or emily.hale@macd.org.  

 

 

             

  Top left: Mr. Bill Coughlin pictured with his certificate for successfully completing the Michigan Produce 
Safety Risk Assessment. Bottom left: Produce growers that receive cost-share assistance for High Tunnels to 
extend their growing seasons can benefit from participating in the Produce Safety program. Bottom right: 
Blueberries are a commodity that is covered by the FSMA Produce Safety Rule because they are consumed raw.  



Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 

One of the environmental programs offered through the Blue Water Conservation District is the 
Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program, or MAEAP.  The mission of MAEAP is to 
work with farmers to identify all environmental concerns on their farm and correct those concerns with 
affordable solutions.  Those solutions could include funding available through the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), watershed projects managed by the Conservation District, or other grants 
administered by the conservation district.  The goal of the MAEAP Program is to help every farmer 
meet or exceed the Michigan Right to Farm Generally Accepted Agricultural Management Practices 
(GAAMPs).  When a farm undergoes a review of their farming practices, and those practices meet the 
GAAMPs, that farm qualifies for MAEAP verification. Currently, the Blue Water Conservation District 
has 219 verified systems (141 in Sanilac County and 78 in St Clair County).  This is a great indication of 
the commitment Sanilac and St. Clair County’s farmers have to protecting the environment.  

MAEAP technicians host “Phase 1” events throughout the year as a way to educate farmers and the 
public of different environmental and agriculture topics by inviting experts in their field to speak. In 
March of 2019, Emily hosted a Fruit Tree Pruning event at Speaker Lone Oak Orchard near Melvin, MI. 
Mr. Bob Tritten, Fruit Tree Educator of MSU Extension, and Anne Collins, Forester for Tuscola 
Conservation District, spoke about pruning techniques and management for optimal fruit production, as 
well as forest management and invasive species. In the afternoon, Bob Tritten demonstrated pruning 
techniques on the apple, peach, and plum trees present on the orchard. Nearly 100 community members 
attended this event and made it extremely successful.  

 For more information on the MAEAP verification process, please contact Tom in Sandusky at (810) 
648-2998 x3139 or Emily in Kimball at (810) 984-3865 x9099. 

                                                      

 

 

 

 

  

Christine Klapp, owner of Green Thumb Gourmet Garlic, 
LLC of St. Clair County, with the MAEAP signs she earned 
in July 2019.  

 

Triple R Farms of Sanilac County, who was verified in 2019. 



Pictured above: Attendees of the Fruit Tree Pruning workshop listen to Anne Collins, Tuscola 
Conservation District Forester speak about invasive species. Above right: Bob Tritten demonstrates 
proper tree pruning techniques at Speaker Lone Oak Orchard of Melvin, MI.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blue Water Conservation District partners with Macomb County for the Green 
Macomb Initiative 

The Green Macomb initiative was created by the Macomb County Department of Planning and 
Economic Development after the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments identified Macomb 
County as an area in need of the benefits that a well-managed urban forest provides those living around 
it. This need comes after decades of urban tree canopy degradation by Dutch elm disease and emerald 
ash borer.  

Since 2015, the Blue Water Conservation District has been in partnership with Macomb County to help 
expand conservation programs offered through the USDA’s 2014 Farm Bill. The Blue Water 
Conservation District is now in partnership with Macomb County to support the Urban Restoration 
Program by expanding our Spring Tree Sale to residents of Macomb County! These residents will be 
able to purchase a selection of trees, shrubs, and fruit bearing trees that will support the Urban Forest 
Partnership’s desires and goals to improve infrastructure, public health, property values, and quality of 
life. Distribution of pre-ordered plants will be held in conjunction with the Macomb County Arbor Day 
Celebration at the Warren Civic Center on April 27th and 28th. To obtain an order form and view our 
product catalog, visit www. Bluewatercd.org or call (810) 984-3865 x5.  

 

 

 

 



Blue Water Conservation District working with NRCS & MDARD 

The Blue Water Conservation District (BWCD) in partnership with the United States Department of 
Agriculture – Natural Resource Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) and the Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) continues to provide environmental conservation 
assistance to landowners and agricultural producers of Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties.  
Assistance is available for all sizes of agricultural, forestry and wildlife habitat improvement projects.  If 
you would like to take steps to improve the health of our air, water, soil and natural environment, the 
BWCD can help to assist you with that goal. 

The following photographs illustrate a few of the areas that BWCD can help you with: 

           

“Cover Crops” – planted into corn (above left) and after harvest (above right) - help by improving soil health, reducing erosion, 
absorb/capture nutrients, increase crop yields, reduce diseases and more….. 

         

Conservation “Pollinator” plantings (above left) provide bees, butterflies and other pollinators food and habitat.  A High Tunnel System 
(above right) can extend the growing season by protecting vegetable plants health from colder temperatures.   



        
Agrichemical Handling Facilities (above left) and Fueling Facilities (above right) – provide “secondary containment”, reducing the risk of 
farm fertilizers, pesticides & fuels from directly discharging into our environment. 

 

If you would like to learn more about how the BWCD and NRCS can help to reduce the impact your 
farming operation(s) may have on the environment, improve the health of plants, soils & water, retain 
nutrients on your farm, or how to create a wildlife desired habitat - please contact the BWCD in 
Sandusky (Sanilac County) or Kimball (St. Clair & Macomb Counties).  Financial assistance can be 
obtained by qualified individuals, entities and partnerships through the USDA-NRCS and provides 
reimbursement for some of the incurred expenses to implement most environmental improvement 
measures.  Technical assistance is available to all desiring it – free of charge. 

 

Blue Water Conservation District and USDA-NRCS Partnership 

The United States Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) 
offers programs that provide farmers with technical and financial assistance to make conservation 
improvements on their land – helping them boost their agricultural productivity while also protecting 
natural resources. To assist local NRCS Conservationists in providing farmers in the Blue Water Area 
with these services, the Blue Water Conservation District employs two Farm Bill Conservation 
Technicians – one for St. Clair and Macomb counties and one for Sanilac County.  

One program offered by NRCS is the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), which is 
aimed at protecting soil health, reducing erosion, improving water quality, and enhancing wildlife 
habitat.  Some common practices used to accomplish these goals include planting cover crops, managing 
invasive species, following nutrient and pest management plans, creating pollinator or wildlife habitat, 
and installing high tunnels. In June 2019, NRCS released a new EQIP-Disaster Relief Program to help 
farmers that were prevented from planting their crops due to the intense rainfall in the spring. Farmers in 
this situation could apply for the EQIP-Disaster Relief program and potentially receive funding to install 
cover crops on their prevented plant fields. The cover crops will help prevent soil erosion on these 
otherwise uncovered fields throughout the year, retaining important nutrients in the soil and preventing 
runoff into waterways. For this program alone, Sanilac, St. Clair, and Macomb Counties received a total 
of 97 applications. Of these applications 29 were selected for funding, totaling 6,680 acres and $259,428 
so far, with the hopes that more funding will become available for the remaining applications. Of these 



acres, 658 of them were in the Great Lakes Restoration Initiate Area, a programed location within the 
region for implementing conservation practices to reduce sediment load into the Saginaw Bay.  

  

  
EQIP Disaster Relief Program: (above left) An empty crop field in St. Clair County that was prevented from being planted 
this past spring due to wet conditions, photographed in July; (above right) The same field photographed in September after 
being planted with a cover crop mix of oats and radish, cost-shared by the NRCS through the EQIP Disaster Relief Program.  

  
EQIP Disaster Relief Program: (above left) A field in Sanilac County planted with a cover crop mix of  oilseed radish & field 
peas planted in late July and photographed in late October; (above right) A field in Sanilac County planted at the end of July 
and photographed end of August with a four species variety of winter triticale, field peas, oilseed radishes, and forage 
collards.  

NRCS and Blue Water Conservation District also host educational events to teach farmers about how 
these conservation practices can help them accomplish their goals. On September 24th, 2019, the Blue 
Water Conservation District partnered with Michigan State University Extension in hosting a Cover 
Crops and Forages Field Day near Marlette in Sanilac County. This free event featured strip tillage 
equipment demonstrations, cover crop demonstration plots, and a rainfall simulation.  Farmers, seed and 
equipment representatives, MSUE educators, NRCS and Conservation District staff spent a beautiful 



day in the field together learning how cover crops and annual forage crop can benefit both farm 
productivity and the environment.  

   
MSUE Cover Crops & Forages Field Day: (above left): Attendees were able to walk through and learn about over 36 cover 
crop plots; (above right): MSUE educators demonstrate how cover crops help prevent soil and nutrient runoff during their 
rainfall simulation. 

 

If you are interested in learning about how NRCS programs can help your farm while also protecting 
soil, water, and wildlife, please contact the Blue Water Conservation District – call Alyssa Winters at 
(810) 984-3865 ext. 5 for St. Clair/Macomb Counties or John Bowsky at (810) 648-2998 ext. 5 for 
Sanilac County!  

 

Wildlife Habitat and Landowner’s Visions 

There are few things that rival the privilege of being invited to step on a landowner’s property 
with them and take the time to hear the story of their land and their vision for the future. It’s an 
indescribable feeling to stand in the field on a crisp fall day with the wind blowing and leaves falling 
and hear of the multitude of things that have happened on that very piece of ground so many years ago. 
Being trusted to help make a landowner’s vision for the future of their property turn into reality is quite 
the responsibility, but also an incredible honor.  

The term “wildlife habitat” is as broad as the practices that it encompasses. Under the Farm Bill, there 
are a variety of opportunities available for enrollment to improve wildlife habitat on private lands with 
many providing cost-share and incentives. Some of the most common practices under these programs 
include, but are not limited to, grassland restorations, wetland reestablishment, and forest stand 
improvements depending on target species and habitat type.  

The Blue Water Conservation District has been hard at work under a grant from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources to improve grassland habitat at the Flynn Nature Center in Sanilac 
county. A variety of native warm season grasses are being put in the ground, fruit trees have been 
planted, and restored habitat is alive and well at this center which is open to public hunting. 



In addition, private landowners are busy working their land to plant their own habitat, running their saws 
to manage their woodlots, and pulling invasive species on their property. The sweat, long hours, and 
hard labor that is being put in by each landowner does not go unrecognized - by people or the wildlife 
that benefit from it. 

Wherever interest lies within managing wildlife habitat, assistance in ordering trees or seed all the way 
through maintenance five years down the road are resources that are readily available when one works 
with the District. For hunters and non-hunters alike, these opportunities allow the landowner to be fully 
in control and make their own management decisions for their property while having the peace of mind 
that someone is always there for them as a resource and source of knowledge when questions inevitably 
arise.   

If you’re interested in managing wildlife habitat on your property, contact Hunter Salisbury, Farm Bill 
Biologist, at 810-648-2998 ext. 5 or email hunter.salisbury@macd.org.  

 

Above: BWCD CTAI Mike Thompson, Treasurer Gene Burgess, and NRCS 
Conservation Technician John Bowsky plant trees at the Flynn Township Nature 
Center as a part of the DNR Wildlife Habitat Grant received to convert row crop fields 
into wildlife habitat. 



St. Clair / Sanilac / Macomb  
 Blue Water Conservation District  

 
 
 

  
15ft John Deere 1590 No-Till Drills 

The District has two available for rent for the upcoming planting season.  
Both Drills have alfalfa/grass seeder attachments. Delivery and set up fees are included.  

We recommend at least an 80 horsepower tractor to pull the drills.  
Custom planting is available please contact the district for more information.  

 
 Rental Rates 

19-24/ac - $11.00/ac 
25-49/ac - $10.50/ac 
50+/ac - $10.00/ac 

$200 Minimum Charge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRUAX RENTAL 
The District also has a truax drill to help with your conservation seeding.  

This drill will plant cool season mixes, warm season grasses and food plot materials.  
We offer a 6 ft drill.   

We recommend at least a 40 horsepower tractor to pull the truax.  
  
 

Rental Rates 
23+/ac - $6.00/ac- w/$65 Delivery Fee 

$200 Minimum Charge 
  

  
    
   

                                           
  

http://sanilaccd.org/equipment.html
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