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EDGARS

MURNIEKS
“YOU HAVE TO HAVE 
FUN IN RACING!”

The Baltic Touring Car Championship most popular class’ 
BMW 325 CUP one of the most surprising discoveries was 
rookie Edgars Mūrnieks, who finished in the 3rd place in 
the rookie standings and 15th in the overall. So how did 
Edgars decide to start racing?

“My career in local motorsport started, I believe, in 2008, 
when I sat in the grandstands of Bikernieki and watched 
the drift competition. And I thought that I should try too. 
So, I did with my BMW “E30”. Had some good results in 
the “Street” class where in one event I had semifinals 
with Kristaps Bluss, but for some reasons he went into 
finals. In the wintertime of that year, I had also started 
a serious preparation for next season, when I had a very 
interesting conversation with one very titled autocross 
racer. And after this conversation, I decided that I quit 
motorsports, and focus 100% on my business and family!”

Edgars is a common person in his everyday life – a farmer 
who spends his day behind the wheel of a harvester in the 
agriculture fields and leading his farm. Edgars also has a 
small workshop where painting jobs are done, and cars 
prepared for various motorsports disciplines. 

“My pause in motorsports was 12 years long until I saw 
a video about BMW 325 CUP on the Internet. And that 
autosport devil woke up! As the above said things about 
business and family are in order and now it’s time for my 
hobby – to have fun in circuit racing! The BMW 325 CUP 
intrigued me because of the simple yet strict technical 
regulations, clear conditions that shows the main idea 
– sit and race! Together with my friend Gints Dzenis we 
decided to join and after our first full season, we are really 
satisfied, and we are already preparing for the next one. 
And yes, building one more car so we can drive together in 
the 2h endurance race.

The debut season for Edgars was with a lot of 
experience – new tracks, high positions in Qualifying 
sessions and races. And some smaller and bigger race 
accidents with opponents on the track.

“Yes, there were some contacts. In some of them, I was 
just an unlucky passenger, in some there was my fault. 
But at the end of the day, it’s just metal that is hurt and 
no need to be sad about it. If there are 30-40 participants 
on the grid you can’t relax for one second and have to 
with maximum concentration and determination all the 
time. It’s just logical that there are some accidents from 
time to time. But I believe that the culture of driving 
improved at the end of the season, and I think the battles 
on track in 2022 will be much more respectful. 

I did not have huge ambitions before the previous 
season – the main goal was to get to know tracks, 
opponents and have fun! And I did all those things. 
But next year with the acquired knowledge I aim to try to 
be in TOP10 on regular basis in the races. I now know the 
car and it’s not that simple as it seems to fast with this 
car. I know the tracks, at least on which side each of the 
corner goes. And also, I have learned the basics of driving 
in the track with many cars around me. I have once more 
realized – to have achievements, competitive lap times, 
you have to practice a lot and ask for some advice to more 
experienced racers!”

Where do I see myself in five years? If the BMW 325 CUP 
stays the same with strict and controllable technical rules, 
I see no reason to not continue racing there. The racing 
makes me happy and that’s the most important! If I will 
not have fun anymore in racing, I will not drive.
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T.TUNYLA
RACING AND 
SIM RACING UNITED

With the technologies evolving in a very rapid rate, the 
level of simulators of motorsports have reached the level 
of being a very useful and productive way to improve the 
level of real racing drivers (starting from F1 level) and give 
a realistic chance for the enthusiasts try their skills in 
racing in a virtual environment, which is closely simulated 
to the real life conditions – physics of the car handling, 
pedal inputs, track characteristics and much more.

Sim racing is growing year by year – from crude steering 
wheels and pedals some time ago to professional 
simulator shops around the world, various racing 
leagues, including for most mayor racing series and 
BaTCC series is not an exception. For two seasons 
already, racing series were held with various cars – 

TCR Seats and Porsche Cayman GT4, Legends and 
BMW 325 CUP. The first season was won by Karolis 
Jovaisa(2021 BMW 325 CUP champion), second by Tauras 
Gudinavicius, while the latest BMW 325 CUP sim racing 
season was won by German Jan Nimz. Also, a separate 
series for real world racers was won by Finnish racer 
Tuomas Halonen from BEC 6H team Black Rose Racing. 

How will the sim racing world continue? How big of a help 
is it for racers? There is no one better to answer these 
questions as Tauras Tunyla, a fast racer himself and one 
of the founding fathers of the World Sim Series platform 
that unites sim racing aces from all around the World in 
one place. 
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Racing and Sim racing. How close and how connected 
are those two in 2022?

In the upcoming season, following decades and beyond, 
there is no doubt that the sim racing has a major impact 
on driving skills of a pilot. In my opinion, if you want to be 
the best (and not just good), the simulator is the tool that 
gives the most e!ective result regarding price and result. 
A brief answer to the question, as far as you want to be 
the best, that’s how connected are those two.

How big of a % of BaTCC drivers spend time in 
simulators making themselves better?  
Can you name some?

To this day we have a huge growth of sim racing users, 
based on the statistics we see on the WSS platform. 
Personally, knowing the real drivers, I think we already 
have reached 40+% of drivers from the real world more 
or less touching or starting to use simulators to increase 
their performance.
 

Are there examples, when a talented sim racer joins 
the real life racing and is fast right away? In Baltics or 
around the world?

Hello, maybe you don’t notice our team in your racing 
events?!  3 years in a row we have already organized a 
Baltic E-sports championship which last 2 years converted 
into European E-sport series - Dream 2 Drive. After a lot 
of racing rounds, physical, psychological, and driving tests, 
the strongest participant gets a seat in D2D racing team. 
Gets o! the computer screen and goes to real tracks 
without a restart button. Last driver who won it in 2021 
was Edvinas Zadeikis - He became the vice-champion 
of BaTCC BMW 325 CUP series and Rookie of the year. 
We showed more than once, and we will show how cool 
sim racers are in the real world and that we have a well-
developed methodology to train them e!ectively in the 
real-world racing.

How do you see the future of sim racing.  
How will it evolve?

At the moment more than 5 million sim racers meet 
online every month on di!erent platforms. Driving 
simulation market size is projected to be 16 billion by end 
of 2026.

What are the first steps for a person who has no clue 
about sim racing but wants to try.  
How much does it cost?

I have a lot of friends and acquaintances constantly 
asking the same question. Quite a lot of people try sim 
racing for the first time using the cheapest equipment 
and do not understand the purpose and often say that it 
is nonsense.

Yes, it takes some investment to get started in sim racing, 
but don’t overdo it. The hardware you need to have is -  
a PC (windows), a screen, a steering wheel, pedals. This 
“starter pack” usually is about 2000 EUR. Our company 
o!ers entry level simulators that can be used and enjoyed 
for people starting from 5000 EUR. I am always open 
helping anyone who wants to start racing virtually, so 
don’t be afraid to apply - we listen, adapt, build, and 
deliver a race-ready simulator to your home!
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MATĪSS

MEŽAKS
FROM SMALL TOWN STREETS 
OF IKSKILE TO NURBURGRING 
AND WRC CARS

First Latvian by the wheel of WRC factory car, Latvian 
rally champion, first Baltic champion in BMW 325 CUP 
class, frequent participant in the Nurburgring circuit races, 
Latvian champion in VAZ class and participation in many, 
many autosport events in Latvia and outside borders. 
It’s a very short description of racing driver Matīss Mežaks 
achievements. And this list will be supplemented..

“I guess the fact that my everyday life now is closely tied 
with both street and race cars is logical. My father in the 
1980s participated in USSR circuit racing championship 
in VAZ and Formula class, and I was a part of this 
racing atmosphere for quite a while. My career in racing 
began with local karting series and this era lasted until 
beginning of 1990s. Besides of that, in the will 1990s in 
my teen years we made various “racing tracks” in the 
town of Ikšķile where we frequently found the edge of 
the grip of my father’s and mother’s everyday cars that 
we secretly took without permission. To repeat this now 
would be impossible and unnecessary! We also quite often 
sharpened our skills in the local Tobago X autocross track.”

“Various sports cars were built and modified in my father’s 
garage in 1980s. After the restoration of independence my 
father had one of the first privately owned car repair shops 
in the country. And me and my brother helped with various 
jobs there. I participated in the local “Winter Cup” events 
in the Tobago X track. With the rapid growth of the Golf 
Cup competition, we decided that I could also take part in 
the racing, and we started to prepare a Golf GTI MkII. The 
roll cage was put in but for financial reasons the project 
didn’t materialize, and I did not make my debut in the 
“big autosport”. Instead of circuit racing, I made my debut 
in rally.”

In his first competition Matīss made his debut as a co-pilot 
in 1998 with VW Golf GTI MkI, driven by Gints Blaus. But 
already in the next rally event, thanks to Gunārs Trečaks 
in his practice car Ford Sierra XR4 Matīss took the role of 
a pilot. After that a more serious vehicle followed – Ford 
Sierra RS Cosworth and with this car first Rally champions 
title was earned in 2001, then in 2002 another Latvian title 
with Ford Escort Cosworth Gp A. And again, in 2003 Matīss 
Mežaks becomes first Latvian by the wheel of a WRC car – 
Ford Escort WRC!

“When I started doing rallies with my long time co-pilot 
Arnis Ronis, our speed grew from stage to stage, after 
some victories in our class our ambitions grew to win also 
in overall standings of the rallies. And by that time we had 
good o(er to buy a WRC class car. It wasn’t just very fast 
in the stages, but also it was incredibly enjoyable to drive – 
the car was excellent and responded to even the slightest 
wheel steering wheel movement. It was a real pleasure to 
enjoy this power and it’s technologies. This factory car was 
on another level but that doesn’t change the fact that it’s 
still a race car and technical problems occur, sometimes 
even on the last stage of the competition while having 
a huge lead. For example, my most painful DNF was in 
2005 Rally Cēsis, when I had to retire with less than one 
kilometer to go. I must admit now, that also the team that 
serviced the car not always did their best.”

With the WRC car Matīss had some beautiful victories and 
not so pleasant memories – a crash in “Saaremaa 2005” 
ended with injuries for him and co-pilot and also to the car. 
“I needed some time to get back to the speed as a driver as 
there was a big pause after the crash until I could again sit 
by the wheel in a rally car.”

His career continued with various Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 
cars, but this time, without proper budget and testing 
options to fight for the highest places was quite di*cult. 
After several rallies a short pause from local autosports 
followed and the story continues with circuit racing events 
in Nurburgring!
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“When I first discovered the famous “Green Hell”, I felt 
immediate a!ection! I started with a couple of track days 
with a street car, my appetite grew and I was looking 
for options to race there – I reached an agreement that I 
will drive in VLN races with BMW E36 M3, but my debut 
race was cancelled as on the morning of the race day the 
track was covered with snow(it was the last race of the 
season), second time was the same, in the morning of 
race day it was ice and all white around it(the first race of 
the season), third time – my teammate crashed the car in 
the practice. It seemed that the racing event is over once 
again, but unexpectedly new options became available. 
The team owner didn’t feel comfortable with my situation 
and said: “Tomorrow you will race in another team in an 
Aston Martin Vantage!”. We went to dinner with my new 
teammate, got some advice and I showed quite fast pace 
in the race – we finished second in the respective class. This 
event opened some more doors for me. Thanks to Andris 
Štāls, I got an o!er to race in di!erent series with historical 
Porsche “911 ST” and “914/6” models. This project turned 
out really good and I had a chance to race in many historical 
racing events in Nurburgring, Spa Francorchamps, Redbull 
Ring and Salzburgring. Fantastic feeling!”

Matiss’ debut in local circuit racing events took place in 
2013, when 3rd place was achieved in VAZ 1300 class. After 
couple of seasons in 1,3 liter class Matīss made a step to 
the bigger 1,6 liter class where he was Latvian champion 
in 2017. Matīss was and still is one of the fastest racers in 
this class in very competitive field. He has also raced in 
historical racing events in Moscow and Germany, achieving 
podiums and victories. 

“Zhiguli was always very close to my heart, as my father 
raced with a very similar car. I enjoyed the historical touch 
and the high level of the competition in the class. One had 
to work really hard to win races and championship. It was a 
valuable and interesting experience which I now use also in 
the BMW 325 CUP competition.”

Matīss was one of the founders of the BMW 325 CUP, 
helped with the idea that the class should be exactly like 
this, participated in the making of the technical regulations 
and was one of the first to build the car itself. “It was 
clear that a concept like this missing and is needed – as a 
basis the V4 class from VLN series was used with several 
modifications to the rules according to the local specifics 
and to make it a bit more budget friendly. As it turned out, 
it was a winning idea, and I am really happy about the huge 
numbers of participants that we saw in 2021 and will see in 
2022! And my satisfaction about success of the project is 
as big as it was after winning the 2020 season!”

“In 2020, in the first year of the class I became the 
champion, and it was one more historical addition to my 
resume. It wasn’t easy as I was fighting both, opponents 
on the track and my newly built car. The win doesn’t mean 
that I have fulfilled my ambitions already. As it was proven 
in 2021, I have the speed to fight for wins but fortune 
completely abandoned me in some moments when I or my 
opponents didn’t manage the handling of the car. In this 
series among 50 racers if you lose valuable points in some 
race, it has a huge impact on season standings at the end 
of the year!”

“For 2022 I hope to repeat the 2020 success! It will be a 
huge challenge, knowing the entry lists and big names on 
it. But this is my goal and I believe I can do it! The BMW 325 
CUP now has the biggest competition and number of racers 
in any motorsports discipline in the Baltic States.
“In addition to BMW 325 CUP races in the Baltics and 
Finland, I have a plan to race in several NLS(ex-VLN) events 
together with Artjoms Kočlamazašvili, using basically the 
same BMW 325 E90 car. In 2021, we raced in several R-C-N 
events to acquire license(permit) to race in NLS. As one of 
the aims for this season is to earn the chance to qualify 
for 2023 Nurburg 24h. Which is the big aim, of course, if I 
will manage to have a budget for that! A busy and exciting 
season ahead of us!”
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Two drivers of Siauliai based Team Autokaslita – 
Kastytis Volbekas and Valdas Laurinkevicius had no 
previous experience in Endurance racing before. Before 
2021 season, they had a car in the garage, they had wish 
and they decided to try out the Nankang 2h Endurance 
race in the “DeWALT Grand Prix” event. Couple of months 
later, they were the champions of “BTC2” class!

The team with their Honda S2000 car were not really 
favourites in the class, but with reliability and good 
strategy they turned out the best team. Kastytis Volbekas 
tells more: “I had to drive one race to acquire my license 
back for GT racing, so our initial plan was just to do one 
race. But it all turned out di"erently! We finished first 
in the class, but we were disqualified for wrong tire 
dimensions. But despite of that, we really enjoyed the 
racing and started to prepare for next ones. We skipped 
2nd round, but we did all the next events. With winning 
in “Motul Grand Prix”, we also secured the championship. 
Was a very pleasant surprise for us!”

Kastytis Volbekas daily race car is quite exotic for the 
Baltic racing scene – a powerful Nissan GTR which he 
raced some seasons ago and returned in 2021! Kastytis 
can’t really say why such a choice: “The idea of Nissan 
GTR started many years ago. I wanted to have a fast 
car, and some friends and colleagues said why not to try 
a Nissan? Well, so we bought Nissan GTR and started 
preparing the car for racing. It took some time to finish 
it and when it rolled out on the track the car had aged 
a bit already. It’s a fast and also very expensive car that 
sometimes give me a lot of headaches. It has many 
motorsport modifications that are not very reliable and 
cost a lot of money. For example, one engine survived just 
3 laps and had to be replaced. Not always the expensive 
solutions are the best ones. We have some experience 
with the car now and hopefully it won’t be causing us 
many problems in 2022.”

We may see not one, but two Nissan GTRs next year: 
“Yes, it’s true. We are slowly finishing a very similar 
Nissan to my brother. It will be a more stock version of 
the car and hopefully also more reliable and will be able to 
show the car is suitable for racing! If it’s reliable, we are 
also thinking of the 6h race too. Why not?”

The Autokaslita team is growing – having a big race trailer 
and possibly three cars next season. See you in 2022!

AUTOKASLITA
“WE TRIED, WE LIKED IT 
AND WE WON!”
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