
TRA PUBLISHING’S BOOK FOR LOCUST PROJECTS’ 20th ANNIVERSARY 
IS AWARDED FIRST PRIZE FOR EXHIBITION CATALOGUE DESIGN 

BY THE AMERICAN ALLIANCE OF MUSEUMS PUBLICATION DESIGN COMPETITION

(Miami, October 1, 2019) – Tra Publishing’s book Locust Projects: The 20th 
Anniversary Retrospective, 1998–2018 has been awarded first prize for 
exhibition catalogue design in the 2019 American Alliance of Museums (AAM) 
Publication Design Competition. This major award for graphic design in museum 
publications is the only national, juried competition of its kind. The winners 
are chosen for overall design excellence, creativity, and ability to express 
an institution’s personality. The panel of judges includes graphic designers, 
museum professionals, and publishers. 

The book celebrates Locust Projects’ twentieth anniversary year with a 
comprehensive visual record of past exhibitions and projects, a timeline, 
milestone texts, and quotes from many of the institution’s participating artists. 

“To receive an American Alliance of Museums’ Publications Design award is 
incredible recognition for Locust Projects, Tra Publishing, and Ilona Creative 
Studio,” says Lorie Mertes, Locust Projects’ executive director. “As a museum 
professional, I have followed this award for more than twenty years and know 
well the esteemed company this award has placed Tra Publication and Locust  
in nationally. I could not be more proud.”

Locust Projects is one of the country’s leading alternative art spaces.  
This volume celebrates the Miami institution’s twentieth anniversary with an 
innovative, playful, boundary-pushing design that is in keeping with the spirit of 
Locust Projects. Visually referencing a calendar, the volume leads readers on a 
voyage of discovery through the organization’s history, with each year’s images 
visually bleeding into the next across French-fold pages. The cover design 
features thin strips of images that are details from dozens of installation photos. 

Jefferson Quintana was lead designer on the book, and he worked closely 
with colleagues Raúl Lira and Ilona Oppenheim of Ilona Creative Studio. 
Tra Publishing’s managing editor, Andrea Gollin, supervised the editorial 
component. “Working on this book was an amazing process,” says Quintana. 
“Locust Projects gave us the same kind of creative freedom that it is so famous 
for giving its artists. They let us push the boundaries of book design to create 
a unique product that is very much in keeping with Locust’s ethos while 
documenting every exhibition in its history.”  

The book pays homage to Locust Projects’ stature as a leading venue and 
voice in the alternative art scene, and it highlights the organization’s tradition 
of encouraging artists, at all stages of their careers, to experiment with their 
practices. Among artists featured are Daniel Arsham, Matthew Brannon, Nathan 
Carter, William Cordova, Nicole Eisenman, Martha Friedman, Theaster Gates, 
Liam Gillick, Francesca DiMattio, Jim Drain, Kori Newkirk, Ruben Ochoa,  
Jon Pylypchuk, Martine Syms, and Simón Vega, and Antonia Wright. 
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“We are thrilled with this honor,” says Ilona Oppenheim, publisher and creative 
director of Tra Publishing. “Our objective was to honor Locust Projects’ history 
and impressive accomplishments while conveying its spirit. I could not be more 
pleased. Locust Projects has achieved so much in the past two decades, and 
this award will help make that known.”

The publication was also recently honored with a 2019 silver medal for a coffee 
table books from the Florida Authors and Publishers’ Association (FAPA). 

ABOUT LOCUST PROJECTS

Founded by artists, for artists, in 1998, Locust Projects is Miami’s longest 
running nonprofit alternative art space. It produces, presents, and nurtures 
ambitious and experimental new art and the exchange of ideas through 
commissioned exhibitions and projects, artist residencies, summer 
art intensives for teens, and public programs on contemporary art and 
curatorial practice. As a leading incubator of new art and ideas, Locust 
Projects emphasizes boundary-pushing creative endeavors, risk taking, and 
experimentation by local, national, and international artists. It invests in South 
Florida’s arts community by providing artists with project grants and empowers 
creative careers by supporting the administrative work of being an artist through 
an onsite resource hub and access to pro bono legal services.  
For more information, visit www.locustprojects.org. 

ABOUT TRA PUBLISHING

Tra Publishing creates beautifully crafted books about fine and decorative 
arts, architecture, and design that inspire social, cultural, and environmental 
awareness. Particular emphasis is placed on the physical components of 
the bookmaking process, resulting in books that are both works of art and 
modes of expression. Based in Miami, Tra was founded in 2016 by graphic 
designer and author Ilona Oppenheim. The publishing company works closely 
and often collaboratively with its artists and writers, treating each title as an 
entirely original experience. Tra is passionate about books, and passionate 
about the contribution each book can make. As part of that commitment, 
proceeds of many of Tra’s titles are donated to environmental, arts, and activist 
organizations. Tra’s books are distributed worldwide through Simon & Schuster.  
For more information, visit www.trapublishing.com.


