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THE ADVENTURES OF

PARENT GUIDE

BOOK TWO: THE HERMIT’S LAST HAIRS

This Parent Guide uses an integrated approach to teaching and learning. Guided lessons are pulled from the books and 
aligned with TEKS framework. Writing topics, science, social studies, technology use, and fine arts lessons are pulled 
from the pages of every book. The idea is to use each story as a bridge to learning in all subjects rather than just the 
language arts piece. We believe that students are more interested in learning this way. A child that doesn’t prefer 
reading or writing will then be motivated by focusing on the science or social studies aspects of literature. The reverse is 
also true. This minimizes the need for an overwhelming amount of materials or lesson plans. Once the hidden treasures 
of books are revealed to kids, they will look for ways to use other books to springboard learning into their own areas of 
interest melding them into lifelong learners.

Pre-reading
• Using the cover illustration and book title, predict what the book might be about. Parents should 
pre-read the book and include things that your child has no experience with in your discussion.

Vocabulary
• Identify words that will be tricky for your child and record them ahead of time. Give a simplified, two to 
four word, definition for each. 
K, 1, 2 - Look through magazines to find pictures that match each word.
3, 4 - Brainstorm to find synonyms that have the same meaning.

Reading
• This book can be read aloud to children or read by them, depending on reading level.
• Questions can be addressed during reading, but take care not to ask too many or stop too often as this 
removes the child from the content of the story making it difficult for your child to comprehend the whole 
story. You want reading to be driven by the story line, not the individual words.

Comprehension Questions
• Questions are best saved as a follow-up to the reading. Ask questions that reflect your child’s age and life 
experiences. Design your questions to lead into the writing lesson.
• Examples:
K - What happened first, next, last?
1, 2 - What was the problem in the story and how did they solve it?
3, 4 - What would have happened if the characters hadn’t helped the princess?

Games
• Games are a good way to reinforce skills without drilling and killing. 
K, 1 - Make pictures of the different settings throughout the story. Give each child a picture. While playing 
music, have the children place the pictures in the order of the story.
1, 2 - Use high-frequency words for the book to help children learn to recognize new words. This helps 
children recognize common patterns found in print and gives them a foundation for decoding bigger words 
later. Using magnetic letters, place “a” on the board. Have your child change the word to “at.” Then 
change to “an.” Now make “and.” Now “hand.” Use other words in this same way, changing only one 
letter or sound at a time. (he-the-then) (is-his-him-hit-sit-sat-at-cat…)



PARENT GUIDE

3, 4- Use vocabulary words to create analogies on index cards. Quiz your child and then trade cards. Let 
them quiz you. (Bear: Claw :: Eagle:_____; Wander: Lost :: Navigate: ____; Play: M.C. :: Circus: 
____; Rise: Fall :: Floated: _____; Trash : Trash can :: Treasure: _______.)

Writing
• Using books to start a writing assignment is a good way to get your child started and alleviates the, “I 
don’t know what to write…” problem. 
K, 1 - For this, ask your child questions. As they answer, record their sentences on a large chart tablet, or 
one-on-one in a notebook. You may have to show pictures, from the book, as you question them. You may 
have to question more, or lead, them to give you “the whole thought.”
• Examples:
What are the names of the main characters? Where were they at the beginning of the book?
What happened with the bear?
What happened with the eagle?
What did the queen tell Willy Nilly and Thumper?
What do they do to help?
Who did they go see in the mountains? Why? Did he give them the hairs?
What happens to the hot air balloon? Who helps them?
When they give the hairs to the queen what does she do?
What happens last?
Read back through the story slowly and have the children read along with you.
Working with Print (kindergarten and first grade)
Now that your story is written, you will use this to teach about printed language. Have them follow  
instructions like these:
Where is the title?
What kind of letters do the words in the title start with?
Point to the beginning of our story.
Circle the first word.
Draw an arrow to show which way we read.
What kind of letter does the word start with?
Can you circle another capital letter?
Can you put your hands around a word?
Can you put your hands around a sentence?
Can you find a name of someone?
What kind of letter does a name start with?
Circle the word “a.”
Circle the word “the.”
Find all the letter ____.
Draw a triangle at the end of the story.

2, 3, 4 - Compose a persuasive letter to Willy Nilly and Thumper convincing them to go on the adventure 
to help the queen, or to stay home. Use details from the book combined with additional information about 
bears, mountains, hot air balloons or hermits.
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Presentation
• This is an important piece as it teaches public speaking and social skills.
K, 1 - Help your child to read the story that you wrote together to a friend or family member.
2, 3 - Allow your child to read their persuasive letter to friends and family and take count of how many 
would join their side to convince the queen.
4 - Following the analogy game, allow you child to create their own analogies to quiz the family with at 
dinner.

Science 
• Discuss how the book characters were safe or unsafe with respect to: fire, wild animals, winter weather, 
stormy weather, and mountain climbing.
• Discuss how the trip would have been different in warm, spring weather or hot, summer weather.
• List, in categories, living and nonliving things in the book.
• Find an age appropriate video about mountain climbing, hot air balloons, or eagles and watch it together.

Social Studies
• Describe the geography in different parts of the book and how each one posed unique challenges. 


