
 

 

Media Release 24.4.14 

Young QLD Indigenous Artist Chern’ee Sutton meets Royal 
Couple 

17 year old rising contemporary Indigenous artist Chern’ee Sutton recently met 
with the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge during their Brisbane civic reception. 
Chern’ee discussed her painting Ajarku Muruu* after the young QLD artist and 
Youth Parliament representative’s artwork was accepted as an official gift to 
the Royal couple. 

“Premier Campbell Newman introduced me to the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge very kindly by saying that I was a very talented young artist. After 
shaking the Duchess’s hand, Princess Kate told me that she would be very 
interested in seeing some of my artwork.” said Ms Sutton. 

“I replied that, I have given you one of my reconciliation paintings as a gift 
from not only myself but from all Australians … and the Duchess replied that it 
was very kind … and that she would be keeping an eye out for my painting on 
their return home.” Ms Sutton said.  

“I was very honoured and humbled that Ajarku Muruu - which means in the 
Kalkadoon language All One Country - was being taken back to England by the 
Royal Couple. This painting tells the story of a united Australia, with all 
Australians moving forward towards reconciliation and equality.  

 



 

My meeting with their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
and their acceptance of one of my reconciliation paintings was certainly one of 
the biggest highlights of my career so far.” said Ms Sutton.  

“I was also honoured to have been a part of the 200 Queenslanders to be 
invited to the State Reception for the Royal Couple. And I was very grateful 
that QLD’s Premier Campbell Newman gave a personal introduction to Prince 
William and his wife Princess Kate.” Ms Sutton said.  

Media Enquiries contact: 

Chern’ee Sutton -  0458415979 or 

Craig Sutton - art@cherneesutton.com.au 

 

 

*Description and Explanation of Ajarku Muruu 

Ajarku Muruu or in English “All One Country” tells the story of a united 
Australia with all Australians moving forward towards reconciliation and 
equality. The rainbow serpent represents the dreamtime and the beginning of 
the longest living culture in the world.  

The black footprints at the top represent the aboriginal walking their own 
separate journey through life and the white footprints represent the white 
people also walking their own separate journey through life.  
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After many years of conflict and reconciliation the footprints at the bottom 
represent the white and black man accepting each other as equals and walking 
their journeys together side by side.  

The different coloured hands represent the many different cultures and people 
living in the land we call home, Australia with all races treated with respect and 
dignity.  

The red and yellow background represents our beautiful sunburnt country and 
the brown dots represent our sparse rugged land with the blue dots 
representing the rivers that give life to us all.  

The red dots represent the blood spilt in battle both here in Australia and 
overseas by all Australians protecting our way of life. The black dots represent 
the spirits of those departed that watch over us all - and our land. The yellow 
ochre dots represent the youth of today that will take our country to new 
heights tomorrow. 

The Kangaroo, emu and their footprints represent our persistence for equality, 
which is always moving forwards and never backwards. The small white dots 
represent the spirit trails that link all Australians together in this movement 
forward under a common unity, the Southern Cross. 

 


