
 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 12/2/2017 

Chern’ee Shines Like An All Star 

Contemporary Indigenous Artist Chern’ee Sutton was honored to attend the 

NRL’s All Stars week in Newcastle last week after designing the Indigenous All 

Stars Jersey for the 3rd year.. 

Chern’ee painted the centerpiece of a large 8 square mtr painting on Thursday 

the 9th Feb at the All Stars and the Indigenous All Stars camps. Both teams and 

squad members all placed their handprints and signatures on the painting 

which could only be described as priceless. The painting has been donated by 

Chern’ee and will be auctioned by the NRL with all proceeds going towards the 

Preston Campbell Foundation. The centerpiece created by Chern’ee was 

similar to that of the Indigenous All Stars Jersey which was called “Thaamu, 

Caina Putut, Ilya, Wartanganha” which means “Totems, Long ago, Today, 

Tommorrow”  in the Kalkadoon language. 

Chern’ee was also a guest speaker at the NRL’s Indigenous Youth Summit at 

Newcastle University where she gave a motivational speech to 64 youths 

before conducting a painting workshop with them and then judging the final 6 

winners. 

Chern’ee said “I take my hat off to the All Stars Week and the NRL” “To see 

both teams having dinner and conversing with the Youth Summit students and 

then posing with them to have photos taken, well you should have seen the 

smiles on the kids faces it is a moment that they will remember forever”. It  



 

shows that this week is not just about the game, it’s about the NRL and both 

the Indigenous All Stars and the World All Stars giving back to communities and 

Schools, encouraging the youths that will be tomorrow’s leaders to be the best 

that they can be”. 

Chern’ee was thrilled after the game on Friday night and said “what a 

magnificent performance by both the Men’s and Woman’s Indigenous All Stars 

teams, I cant help but think that their jerseys emblazoned with the totems of 

the past, present and future gave both teams the spiritual advantage to their 

games”. 

 

 

Above -  NRL’s Youth Summit participants with Chern’ee. 

Below - Jonathon Thurston adds his handprint to the painting 

 

 



 

 

Below – The finished painting with Chern’ee. 

Media Enquiries contact: 

Chern’ee Sutton -  0458415979 or 

Craig Sutton - art@cherneesutton.com.au 
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