
The devastating Camp Fire forced the Murillo family to flee their home in Magalia, 
California. They found refuge at the Butte County Fairgrounds shelter in Gridley. 
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took refuge at the Butte County Fairground shelter in 
Gridley, California. “We are comfortable,” said Josiah. “We 
are able to take care of each other, and the Red Cross 
volunteers couldn’t be nicer.” 

Disasters are trying experiences for everyone involved. In 
the difficult days and weeks to come, the Red Cross will 
work closely with government and community partners to 
coordinate ongoing relief efforts, and we will continue to 
support wildfire survivors as they pick up the pieces and 
begin to rebuild their lives.

The deadly wildfires in California have been burning for a 
week, destroying everything in their path. In response, the 
American Red Cross is on the ground working with 
partners to provide shelter, food and comfort during this 
heart-wrenching situation.

In Northern California, the tragic toll of the Camp Fire 
continues to mount, with at least 56 fatalities and more 
than 8,700 homes destroyed, making it the deadliest and 
most destructive fire in state history. In Southern 
California, three lives have been taken by the Woolsey 
Fire, which has burned over 98,000 acres and consumed 
hundreds of homes. 

More than 780 Red Cross disaster workers are 
supporting survivors of these horrific wildfires, joining with 
our partners to provide them with safe shelter and hot 
meals, as well as comfort kits containing everyday 
necessities. We’re also mobilizing relief supplies to help 
thousands of households with cleanup, including sifters, 
personal protective equipment, respiratory masks, rakes, 
shovels, work gloves, tarps and other resources.

The fires have caused immense suffering. To help 
residents struggling with the trauma of these devastating 
blazes and the tragic losses they have incurred, volunteer 
mental health and spiritual care professionals are also 
offering much needed emotional support and comfort. 

This vital aid means everything to people like Josiah 
Murillo and his family, who fled their home in Magalia and 
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The American Red Cross is helping thousands of people in California who have been affected by 
deadly and destructive wildfires.

More than 40,200  
meals and snacks  
served with partners

More than 14,400  
relief items  
distributed

Response at a Glance

—Cumulative figures as of November 15, 2018

More than 9,500 
health, mental 
health and spiritual 
care contacts made 



CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES

121712

‘Thank you for keeping him safe!’ 

Joy mingled with tears when Diane Papedo spotted her 
brother, Phil Mazores, across the room at the Butte County 
Fairground Red Cross shelter. 

“You’re here, the Red Cross is here, and we need you!” she 
said. “Thank you for keeping him safe!”

The happily reunited family will drive to Diane’s home in the 
Bay Area to enjoy time together and help Phil plan his 
recovery. “She’s always taken care of me,” said Phil with a 
smile.

How You Can Help

Help people affected by the California wildfires. Your donation enables the Red Cross to prepare for, respond to and help 
people recover from these disasters. To donate online, visit redcross.org/donate and select “California Wildfires.” To 
donate by check, write “California Wildfires” in the memo line, and mail it to your local Red Cross chapter or to the 
American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37864, Boone, IA 50037-0864.
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Providing comfort and reassurance amid the devastation—November’s wildfires have taken a horrific toll on residents 
of the small town of Paradise and other communities across Northern and Southern California. Red Cross mental health 
and spiritual care professionals have provided emotional support and care for thousands of people left reeling by the 
immense destruction and personal losses caused by these disasters. In addition, we have helped people get in touch 
with missing friends and families through our Safe and Well website. As of November 15, there have been over 6,700 
Safe and Well registrations for the wildfires, as many as 72,000 searches, and more than 1,400 matches to let people 
know that their loved ones are okay.

Daniel Cima/American Red Cross


