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Old King Bill was a quiet and lonely king. He 
spent his days sitting on his royal throne all 
alone. 
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The only people he saw each day were his 
servants. Every morning they would bring him 
his breakfast and then he liked to be left alone 
for the day.
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Old King Bill found it hard to make friends. “I 
just don’t know how to make friends. I never 
know what to say to them. I like to be quiet,” 
he would think to himself.
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The townspeople were growing tired of their 
quiet king. They wanted a king who liked to 
talk to them. They wanted speeches, laughter 
and dancing in the royal court.
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One day, while reading on his throne, the King 
heard a scratching noise under his chair.  
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He peered under the throne and saw a mouse. 
“Eeek!” he shouted. He jumped up onto the 
throne.
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The mouse crawled out from under the throne. 
“Your Majesty, I am your royal mouse. Please 
let me be at your service,” said the mouse.
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Old King Bill roared with laughter. “You are 
just a mouse. How can a mouse help a king 
like me?” he asked.
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“Each day I sit under your chair and listen to 
you sighing. I can tell that you are sad and 
lonely. I can be your friend and teach you how 
to make new friends,” said the mouse.
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“That is impossible. A mouse cannot make 
friends with people. I am the King, I do not 
need your help,” he said.
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“When I am out looking for food at the markets, 
I hear what your townspeople say. They want 
a king that gives speeches and spends time 
with them,” the mouse said.
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“Mouse, if what you say is true, then I will let 
you help me,” said the King.
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The next day the King got ready for the royal 
parade. He felt nervous about giving a big 
speech to everyone. The mouse jumped up 
onto his shoulder.  
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“Don’t worry Old King Bill, I am here to help. 
Relax. Your speech will go well today,” the 
mouse said. Old King Bill stood up to give his 
speech. His hands started to shake. His mind 
went blank. The mouse whispered in the King’s 
ear. Every word the mouse spoke, the King 
spoke. 
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The King gave the best speech he had ever 
given. The townspeople were happy again. 
This was the King they were waiting for. From 
that day on, the King never went anywhere 
without his friend the mouse. Forever more, 
the mouse whispered in the King’s ear whenever 
he did not have the words to say.
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