
M E D I A    K I T



DIOSA designs Inc. creates versatile backpacks, totes, clutches, and accessories that are both sustainable 
and ethical so you can benefit from a chic yet practical product while giving back to artisans and the planet. 



DIOSA designs Inc. was created by mother-daughter team Kim Hickman and Katie Thompson in 2017 and 
officially launched in 2019. Their mission: to create a product that would enable women to feel 
empowered, strong and beautifully put together for every occasion. Currently, DIOSA designs versatile 
backpacks, totes, clutches, and accessories that are both sustainable and ethical.  

Whether your purse or backpack is small or big, neutral or in colour, rarely is it both versatile and 
fashionable. Enter DIOSA’s Maya packback, the chic yet versatile backpack that allows you to feel 
confident and stylish, all the while still being practical and versatile. It’s the best of both worlds! Hickman 
and Thompson created a business that could empower both their customers and artisans partnering 
with them in making their products.

Being socially conscious and wanting to continuously empower women, the DIOSA duo created 
innovative products that highlight artisans who hand-make certain products. For that, DIOSA funds the 
Mayan weavers of Guatemala, which promotes women empowerment centres in Guatemala and 
provides various development programs for the Mayan communities. 

Reacting to the current ecological and social situations, Hickman and Thompson are committed to 
manufacturing bags that have minimal environmental impact (implementing upcycled products in our 
manufacturing process). Furthermore, they are dedicated to creating an environment where inclusivity 
and diversity are crucial. Hickman and Thompson have worked with Diversity NL on various projects 
where they have hired models from diverse backgrounds in order to ensure their brand represents 
inclusivity.

The co-founders have remained true to their beliefs and maintain their mission of alleviating their 
ecological footprint through sustainable fashion. They strive for a world where every woman has access to 
economic prosperity and financial independence. They are pursuing a progressive avenue and changing 
the world, one backpack at a time.

O U R   S T O R Y 



O U R   F O U N D E R S
Kim Hickman, CEO and Founder 

Since 2017, Kim Hickman has been devoted to empowering women by way of her company, DIOSA designs Inc. As the founder, 
she is conscious of her leadership role and thoroughly enjoys all aspects of owning a business with her daughter, Katie Thompson. 
Her team, their customers, the community, and her philanthropic efforts are what keeps her excelling and willing to further her 
company and move forward in order to make her sustainable and ethical products more accessible. A serial entrepreneur, Kim’s 
current and thriving business is just her latest entrepreneurial venture. She saw a need for the ultimate women's  fashionable, 
functional and sustainable backpack and made it a reality. Her mission statement: “Women Helping Women Globally,” promotes 
her brand as socially conscious. And 1% of the sales proceeds are given back to the Guatemalan artisans as well as 1% to the 
planet.

Along with being a thriving business woman and devoted philanthropist, Hickman also serves a National Board member for the 
Kidney Foundation of Canada, Atlantic Branch Board member and supports her local chapter, and she is Executive Director of her 
family foundation.

Katie Thompson, Co-founder, Partnerships and Sales Manager
 

She is the other half of the mother-daughter duo that runs DIOSA designs. Katie’s storytelling journey began with her Journalism 
Degree at the University of King’s College in Halifax. After years working in radio broadcasting, Katie made the shift to marketing 
and communications. She is a skilled communicator who brings her love of supporting women and connecting people through 
her role at DIOSA designs. With a vision to create functional and ethically sourced products, along with her mother, she is helping 
give back to the earth by creating sustainable products and empowering artisans.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kimjhickman/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katiel-thompson/


O U R    P R O D U C T S

*Prices will vary depending on currency exchange rates



The Maya Backpack

A carryall backpack made for women, with women in 
mind. A chic backpack that is just as versatile as it is 
stylish. It’s more than a packaback, it carries you! 
Ethically and consciously made, the bag lining is made 
from recycled water bottles and with every purchase, 
1% of the sale is donated to women and 1% to the 
planet. The Maya is being produced in China and 1,000 
of these multi-functional, versatile and ethically sourced 
backpacks are expected for delivery in June 2021. To 
date, 300 backpacks have been sold.

Retails for: $311.00 CAD / $249.00 USD

https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/maya-laptop-backpack-for-women


Maya Coin Purse

The perfect companion for your Maya backpack. The Maya coin purse is the cutest 
little accessory to hold your small possessions. Featuring a luxurious vegan leather and 
recycled lining in the cream DIOSA pattern - this coin pouch is gorgeous from the 
inside out! It is available in two shades, Charcoal and Cashmere.

Retails for: $37.00 CAD / $29.00 USD

Maya Tote Bag

Look stylish while dashing to the market! This Maya tote has accents of Charcoal 
vegan leather along with natural cotton to add a touch of elegance to any errand. 
Made with vegan leather handles (for comfort and style) and cotton canvas, you 
can efficiently loop it around your shoulders by adding the crossbody/shoulder strap.

Retails for: $48.00 CAD / $38.00 USD

https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/dio-coi-may-veg
https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/dio-tot-may-cot


DIOSA Clutch 

Handwoven by Mayan weavers with a vegan leather strap. A percentage of 
the proceeds from the sale go directly to the artisan and her family. Show your 
support for Guatemalan weavers with this handcrafted, go-to clutch. It is 
available in two shades, Volcanic Ash and DIOSA blue.

Retails for: $82.00 CAD / $65.00 USD

DIOSA Pouch

Handwoven by Mayan weavers and made from 100% cotton with a zipper. 
Available in two shades, Volcanic Ash and DIOSA blue.

Retails for: $45.00 CAD / $36.00 USD

https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/coy-clu
https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/handwoven-pouch


DIOSA Flow Deep Scoop Bamboo Blend Tee

Show your love for Mother Earth with this DIOSA logo tee inspired by 
the world we live in. Benefit from its relaxed fix and flattering wide 
scoop neckline. Made from 25% rayon from bamboo, 25% cotton, 
50% polyester. Available in Heather Navy.

Retails for: $32.00CAD / $25.00 USD

“Oh my GODDESS” Bamboo V-Neck Tee

Did you know DIOSA means goddess in Spanish? Showcase your 
inner DIOSA with the Oh My Goddess V-neck tee! 
Made with 70% rayon from bamboo and 30% organic cotton, this 
T-shirt is very soft and comfortable. Available in two shades: 
Charcoal and Heather Grey.

Retails for: $32.00 CAD / $25.00 USD

https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/diosa-leaf-logo-flow-tee
https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/oh-my-goddess-bamboo-tee


“DIOSA for Good” Bamboo & Bamboo Blend Tee, Scoop Neck

Feel your best even in a T-shirt. This locally printed t-shirt is available in 
two shades, Heather Grey and Heather Navy, and is not only 
comfortable but 1% of the sale proceeds go toward supporting 
women and as well as 1% to the planet.

Retails for: $32.00CAD / $25.00 USD

"DIOSA for Good" Bamboo & Bamboo Blend Tee, Crew Neck

Feel your best even in a T-shirt. This locally printed t-shirt and available 
Black. This t-shirt is not only comfortable but 1% of the sale proceeds 
go toward supporting women as well as 1% to the planet.

Retails for: $32.00CAD / $25.00 USD

https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/copy-of-diosa-for-good-bamboo-bamboo-blend-tee-scoop-neck
https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/diosa-for-good-bamboo-bamboo-blend-tee-crew-neck


DIOSA x Nimble 3 Day Portable Charger

Introducing DIOSA x Nimble. Two sustainable brands coming together to keep your 
electronics charged, on the go. The Nimble 3-Day Fast Portable Battery Pack can charge 
up to three full phone charges. The pack offers high-speed charging and can power up 
your device to 80% in 30 minutes. Made from naturally renewable sources, this is a 
purchase you can feel good about. 

Retails for: $99.00 CAD / $79.00 USD

DIOSA x S’well Bottle

Partnered with a female-led company to create DIOSA x S'well Bottle. Keep your 
beverage of choice hot or cold with Therma-S’well Technology: triple-layered, 
vacuum-insulated construction. Made from durable, built-to-last materials. Have 
confidence that your DIOSA S’well bottle will carry you throughout your day. It is available 
in three colours to show your DIOSA pride: Teakwood, DIOSA Blue, and Charcoal.

Retails for: $44.00 CAD / $35.00 USD

https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/diosa-x-nimble-champ-portable-charger
https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/swe-bot


DIOSA Stirling Silver Charm in 3 Styles (Sterling Silver Bracelet, Sterling Silver 
Rope, Black Silicone Necklace)

This beautiful sterling silver charm bracelet was inspired by the Mayan "star" symbol, 
featuring the DIOSA icon in this one-of-a-kind pendant. Wear your pendant one of 
three ways: Sterling Silver Chain, Silicon Choker, Silver Chain Bracelet. Each piece is 
made locally in Newfoundland, Canada by Elizabeth Burry Designs. 

Retails for: $75.00 CAD / $60.00 USD

DIOSA for Good Handwoven Bracelet

Make an impact! Contribute by helping feed a Guatemalan family for one day, 
providing access to education (personal and professional development), 
employing women weavers, and improving the lives of Guatemalan artisans. 
Together, they're lightening the load for women all across the globe. Now that’s 
empowerment.

Retails for: $19.00 CAD / $17.50 USD

https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/stirling-silver-diosa-charm
https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/stirling-silver-diosa-charm
https://www.elizabethburry.com/
https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/woven-wrist-band-bracelet


These masks are made in Newfoundland, Canada by Purple 
Door Designs. The unique origami design helps with fit and 
breathability. The straps are adjustable for the perfect fit, 
and made with 100% certified organic cotton. The origami 
masks are available in four patterns: Black, Flowers, 
Architecture, and Marrakesh.

Retails for: $22.00 CAD / $17.00 USD

DIOSA Origami Masks

https://diosadesigns.com/collections/our-entire-collection/products/mask


P H I L A N T H R O P Y 



A GUATEMALAN LOVE AFFAIR
DIOSA’s Kim Hickman and Katie Thompson are giving back—in any way they can. Their mission: to spread their 
philanthropic wings in order to empower and support Guatemalan women, who are oftentimes the sole source 
of income for their families.

Having visited Guatemala at least nine times, Hickman developed a profound love and passion for this Central 
American country and its people, as it inspired her next venture into the entrepreneurial world. After witnessing 
and experiencing true and beautiful partnerships between the women, she knew that she had to help keep 
traditions alive and artisanal work blossoming.

Hickman’s love affair with Guatemala initially began when she started contributing to various communities 
through GiveGetGo, an organization she co-founded several years ago with the mission of providing children 
with a safe and well structured building—My Melody School—in which they could learn and congregate safely. 
During one of her numerous trips for her foundation, Hickman had the opportunity to meet and interact with the 
local women weavers from a remote community around Lake Atitlan. Surrounded by women speaking different 
Mayan dialects, Hickman witnessed first-hand how these women made her feel included as interpreters 
translated from one Mayan dialect into Spanish and finally into English.

Hickman’s journey to further educate herself about these hard-working women inspired and provided her with a 
different insight into various ways of life and how communities can come together for the good of the people. 

As a lifelong advocate of women’s rights (she, along with college friends, helped start the first women’s centre at 
her Acadia University campus in 1984 called: "WANTS" Women’s Awareness Network Team Support), Hickman’s 
interaction with these Indigenous women compelled her to keep their cultural traditions alive and contribute in 
any way she could to truly make a difference. Inspired by the local women, through their business, DIOSA designs 
Inc., the dynamic mother-daughter duo created a 1% give-back to not only help Guatemalan women weavers 
but women globally.

Furthermore, as socially and environmentally conscious business women, they are just as focused on limiting their 
ecological footprint as providing their consumers with versatile and sustainable fashions. Determined to give 
back to everyone’s home, 1% of their sales also goes toward giving back to the planet in order to maintain a 
positive effect in the world and aspire to become a B Corporation.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/give-get-go-inc
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http://www.diosadesigns.com
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