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Indigenous Singers of Canada

Leela Gilday is a Dene-Canadian singer/songwriter born and raised in Yellowknife, Northwest 
Territories. From a very young age, Leela was immersed in music, and by the age of 8, had already 
begun her singing career. She has a degree in vocal performance from the University of Alberta.  
Today she is known as a passionate singer/songwriter and soulful performer.

Leela has released four solo albums to date. Since her early start in music, she has been honored 
with many awards, beginning in 2002 as Best Female Artist, Best Folk Album and Best Songwriter 
at the Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards for her first release Spirit World, Solid Wood. In 2003, 
she was nominated at the Juno Awards for “Best Music of Aboriginal Canada”, and in 2007, won 
for Aboriginal Recording Of The Year with the release of her second album Sedzé. 

Leela has recorded four full length albums, and tours extensively, playing at festivals, schools and 
concert halls with her four piece band.

Her record, “Heart of the People” (fall 2014), resonates with the heartbeat of the earth and the 
connection we all have to it as human beings.

Leela Gilday

Links available for playalong in the Projectable PDF
All songs are available for purchase on iTunes
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One Drum
 by Leela Gilday

Life unfolds around me
I can choose which path I take
Will it be darkness again?
Or the brilliant life I make?

We are standing on the shoulders of giants
We are standing in the shelter of ancients
We are speaking the truth of the people
We are marching to the beat. 
One drum One drum

Way hey ya hey 
Way hey ya hey
Way hey ya hey ya (x2)

Come here in many forms
Embrace the sounds you make
We’ll speak here in many tongues
Join the circle with your mouth down
You will see the plans you make

We are standing on the shoulders of giants
We are standing in the shelter of ancients
We are speaking the truth of the people
We are marching to the beat. 
One drum One drum

Way hey ya hey 
Way hey ya hey
Way hey ya hey ya (x2)

Time and circumstance bring me down
Bring me down
There’s a time for recompense 
And a time to break new ground. 
New ground

We are standing on the shoulders of giants
We are standing in the shelter of ancients
We are speaking the truth, 
Speaking the truth, speaking the truth.
We are marching to the beat. 
One drum One drum

Way hey ya hey 
Way hey ya hey
Way hey ya hey ya (x4)

Lyrics...

Used with permission © Themes & Variations 2018
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Introduction

Play Along #1
Play along with ONE DRUM by Leela Gilday

Verse 1
4 x

Verse 2
4 x

Refrain
4 x nnnn|qqqq

Q qQ q |Q n q q
Q qQ q |Q n q q

Verse 3
4 x

Verse 4
4 x

Refrain
4 x

Q qQ q |Q n q q
Q qQ q |Q n q q
nnnn|qqqq

$  4 measures
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Verse 5
4 x Q qQ q |Q n q q

Refrain
4 x nnnn|qqqq

Refrain
4 x nnnn|qqqq

Q qQ q |Q n q qRefrain
4 x

Bridge
4 x h    h |nqnq  

&
#

44 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Ó
Play on recorder during Refrain. Repeat as needed to match the singers.Sa
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About the song...
One Drum 

by Leela Gilday

Leela Gilday is a passionate, soulful performer who takes listeners on a journey through a musical 
world where freedom and joy balance sorrow and injustice. Her lyrics, reflective of her northern 
roots, embrace the essence of Dene life. She sings about identity, death, love and life from the 
contemporary Aboriginal perspective. Her powerful voice transports listeners to a world where 
freedom and joy balance sorrow and injustice, making you cry and laugh in the same breath.

Leela’s song, ONE DRUM, speaks of the power of the drum, how it can unite people, and how it 
can empower us to march together, to work together for a better world.

Drums have played a vital role in Aboriginal life in Canada and around the world. No two drums 
are the same – each has its own distinctive structure, spirit, and life based on both the culture in 
which it was made and the hands of the one who made it. The drum is not just a music-maker, but 
a voice for the soul within the music.
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1. Where in Canada is the singer from? 

2. From what tribe or background is this singer from? 

3. Does this song use a language other than English?  If so, what? 

4. List the instruments you hear in this recording. 

5. What is the most featured instrument? 

6. What word describes the tempo of the song? 

7. What word describes the mood of the song? 

8. Explain in a few words the main ideas of this song. 

One Drum 
by Leela Gilday

Student’s Name: 

Date: 

Class: 
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