
 

 

 
CHAPTER 14: STATISTICAL DESCRIPTION OF DATA 
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The merit of this mode of presentation lies in its simplicity and even a layman can present data by this method. 
The observations with exact magnitude can be presented with the help of textual presentation. Furthermore, 
this type of presentation can be taken as the first step towards the other methods of presentation. Textual 
presentation, however, is not preferred by a statistician simply because, it is dull, monotonous and 
comparison between different observations is not possible in this method. 
 
TABULAR PRESENTATION OR TABULATION: Tabulation may be defined as systematic presentation of data 
with the help of a statistical table having a number of rows and columns and complete with reference number, 
title, description of rows as well as columns and foot notes, if any. 
 
GUIDELINES for Tabulation: 
- A statistical table should be allotted a serial number 

along with a self-explanatory title. 
- Caption is the upper part of the table, describing the 

columns and sub-columns, if any.  
- The Box-head is the entire upper part of the table which 

includes columns and sub-column numbers, unit(s) of 
measurement along with caption.  

- Stub is the left part of the table providing the description 
of the rows. 

- The body is the main part of the table that contains the 
numerical figures. 

- Notes describing the source of the data and bringing 
clarity and, if necessary, about any rows or columns known as footnotes, should be shown at the bottom part 
of the table. 

  
The textual presentation of data, relating to the workers of Roy Enamel Factory is shown in the following 
table. 

 
Tabulation method is usually 
preferred to textual presentation as 
- It facilitates comparison between 
rows and columns. 
- Complicated data can also be 
represented using tabulation. 
- It is a must for diagrammatic 
representation. 
- Without tabulation, statistical 
analysis of data is not possible. 

 
DIAGRAMMATIC REPRESENTATION OF DATA: Another alternative and attractive representation of 
statistical data is provided by charts, diagrams and pictures. Unlike the first two methods of representation 
of data, diagrammatic representation can be used for both the educated section and uneducated section 
of the society. Furthermore, any hidden trend present in the given data can be noticed only in this mode of 
representation. However, compared to tabulation, this is less accurate. 
 
TYPES OF DIAGRAMS: 
 

- Line diagram or Historiagram;  
- Bar diagram; 
- Pie chart. 

 


