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Buyers beware of 1tt-pertej
panel board products

and furn i ture

Shock ing  resu l ts  o i  a  s tudy  commiss ioned by  the  Aus t ra l ian  Env i ronmenta l  Labe l l ing  Assooat ion  Inc
(AEt A) show that almost half  of imported wood panel products tested fai led to meet Austral ian
standards with formaldehyde levels of the worst products over twice ntaximum al lowable levels

Fornra ldehyde has  been c lass i f led  as  a  C lass  1  carc inogen by  the  In te rna t iona l  Agency  fo r  Research
on Cancet  ( IARC)  Th is  chemica l  i s  a lso  cur ren t ly  be ing  rev iewed by  NICNAS,  Aus t ra l ian
Governnrenl body for more str ingent human exposure levels

These produc ts  cover  a  w ide  range o f  app l i ca t ions  inc lud ing  f la t  pack  k i tchens  so ld  by  prominent
Aust ra l ian  re ta i le rs  For  example ,  a  k i l chen cab ine t  door  recorded the  h ighes t  read ing  a t  2  24  t imes
the  Aust ra l ian  s tandard  fo r  fo rmaldehyde emiss ions .

Tests conducted on behalf of AELA al a special ist NATA accredited laboratory tested 16 irnporled
products with 7 products fai l ing outr ighl The results from the laboratory tests are shown below The
max imunt  l im i ts  a l lowab le  under  Aus t ra l ian  Standard  are  1mg/ l t  (Dess ica tor  Tes t )  fo r  Med ium Dens i ty
Fibreboard and 1 5mg/lt  forS:.t i1!e&gd
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These resu l ts  show leve ls  lha t  a re  c lose  to  tw ice  the  acceptab le  I im i ts  under  Aus t ra l ian  s tandards
The board  produc ts  tes ted  above come f rom Malays ia  and Chrna and d i rec t l y  compete  w i th
Aust ra l ian  rnade produc ts ,  wh ich  meet  Aus t ra l ran  s tandards

Mr Petar ,Johnson said "There are three rmporlanl factors to consrcler here
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There isthe obvious health aspectwith the potentiat inciclences of sickness in the Australian
population from standards that fail to meet Austratian standards.
lmpoders of these products are achieving an unfair commercial advantaqe over local producers as
they are buying low cost products from overseas that do not comply wrth Austratian Standarcls
whereas local producers who meet the standards are unfairly disadvantaged

Atrstralian consumers have the right to know what is in the products they are buying yet for wood
products like these it is imposstble to tell whether they are toxic or not',

He further added "When markets do not consrder the environmental loads of product thev offer a
hidden subsidy to manufacturers with environmental poor performers."

Many of these products also originate from countries with low levels of control and somewhat
irreputable logging practices. lt is quite l ikely that many imported products contain tropic rainforest
timbers from native forests and logs which may have been harvested i l legally or under l imited
supervision

It is fundamentally important for Australian retailers and the domestic furniture industry to consider
the environmental and human health implications of products they deliver to the market. Better
environmental and social outcomes can be easily achieved by architects and specifiers using
specifications which state at a minimum:

1. Board Products that falls within the Australian Standard formaldehyde timits for MDF
and Particleboard.

2. Board Producb that contains fibre from plantation forests or recycled fibre onty.

Or for the besl environmental outcomes:

3. Board Products that meefs the specification of AELA 28 - Fumiture and Fittings

The Good Environmental Choice Label is Australia's only internationally recognized environmental l i fe
cycle declaration for consumer and building products.

More information on the relevant aspects of the Good Environmental Choice Label is contained in the
voluntary Good Environmental Choice environmental declaration standard for furniture and fitt ings.
The voluntary environmental labell ing standard is available for public download from


