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As part of the 2021 Scotiabank CONTACT Photography Festival, Have / Hold by Kyle Lasky and Wynne Neilly will be 
presented as Core Programming in a group exhibition at Gallery TPW, Canada's premier artist-run photography centre. 
Curated by Michèle Pearson Clarke, We Buy Gold showcases Lasky and Neilly's project as a centrepiece among works by 
LGBTQ+ artists. For this package, FFOTO has bundled together all the individual prints available via our platform, along 
with additional elements exclusive to this installation, at a special price. 

From the exhibition statement for We Buy Gold: 
 

Questions of visibility and representation have long been queer concerns, tied as they are to hopes and demands for 
greater acceptance and civil rights. LGBTQ+ communities have frequently employed photography to positively reflect their 
complex and diverse experiences in the face of mainstream absences and distortions. We Buy Gold examines current 
grapplings with this legacy, alongside more recent strategies that move beyond the impositions of conventional visibility 
and respectability politics. 

In bringing together primarily emerging LGBTQ+ artists living and working in Canada, the exhibition foregrounds the 
perspectives of younger queer generations. Largely using various forms of portraiture, but also still life and sculptural 
elements, these artists are concerned less with representing queerness and more with performing, challenging, and 
interrogating it. Collectively, their images lay bare both the frictions and intimacies of working between community and self 
to bring the value of their experiences into view. 
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Artist Statement: 

We met at art school in 2009. We were two young, butch women, and found kinship in our masculine identities and a 
mutual investment in documenting the queer experience. We transitioned in tandem, and supported each other through 
the complicated and non-linear process of reimagining our identities and relearning how to see ourselves and be seen by 
others. The ease with which we express our closeness is built on a lifetime of socially accepted, affectionate “female 
friendships”. We took this type of closeness and kept it with us. 

Years later, as two cis-presenting men —and more specifically “men who date women”—our relationship is an anomaly 
among representations of male friendship. When we are together, when we take photos together, when we interact 
publicly (online or in-person), it is with an intimacy people are only comfortable seeing between lovers, and we are assumed 
to be such. This tension has always interested us, and we’ve been intentionally contributing to an archive of our 
relationship, to continue in perpetuity. We balance on a thin line between platonic and sexual intimacy; an intimacy always 
ripe with romance. We create scenes in which the viewer would feel very familiar seeing a couple framed – a lazy morning 
in bed, getting ready for a night out, changing to swim, taking in a sunset on vacation – scenarios in which couples typically 
perform their relationship, but all of which actually escape that defining edge of proof. Our trans (and non-male) identities 
bring a nuanced component to the work, further complicating the homoerotic imagery. 

While gay and queer representation in mainstream media increases, there remains a lack of exposure to–or celebration of–
platonic “same-sex” intimacy. The images in our project frustrate an erotic expectation while creating space for a new 
truth—a representation of platonic intimacy that has not been seen before. 

- Kyle Lasky and Wynne Neilly 
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The Exhibition Bundle includes the following: 

2018-2019 

Comprising 9 photographs available individually via FFOTO: 

Our Favourite Spot; 30 x 40 inch; framed behind glass 

Getting Ready; 24 x 36 inch, mounted 

Rest Stop; 24 x 32 inch, mounted 

Kyle Bums a Light No.1 and No. 2 (diptych); each @15 x 20 inch, mounted 

Wynne's First Head Shave; 24 x 32 inch, mounted 

A Morning in Paris; 11 x 14 inch, loose print 

Wynne Getting Changed; 11 x 14 inch, loose print 

Kyle at the Beach; 11 x 14 inch, loose print 

 

PLUS the following 9 elements that are exclusive to the Exhibition Bundle: 

Wynne's Back; 24 x 32 inch, digital C-Print, loose print 

Kyle Putting Shirt On; 11 x 16 inch, digital C-Print, loose print 

Photo Booth in Portland; variable dimensions, vinyl backdrop 

10 Years; 8 x 10 inch, lenticular print 

4 Polaroids; 4 polaroid reproductions, each @ 4.25 x 3.5 inch, loose prints 

Plaid Flannel Shirt on a Brass Hook 

 

Exhibition Bundle price: $33,690 USD 
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The photographs on this page are available individually via FFOTO 
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The following photographs are available exclusively as part of the Have / Hold Exhibition Bundle 
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