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Sarah Liss—music

Jay-Z, Kanye West and Walk thiS Way

the art of anticipation

_LINERNOTES

Ruth Orkin's American Girl in Italy is one of the most famous photographs anyone has

At long last, the Jay-Z/Kanye West project Watch the Throne ever taken, accordling to gallgry owner Stephen Bulger. Which is why, to celebrate the

has been released to the public. Did you hear? Of course picture's 60th anniversary this week, Bulger's Queen West gallery has the work on view,
B e e e n the weewJur: along with other images by the American photographer. The exhibition’s arrival in Toronto
T tont you Thinke g S o S, S nes T is particularly relevant since Orkin's subject in American Girl, Ninalee Craig, lives here.

review I've read of the album, whether good or bad, has
invoked the seemingly endless series of delays that have
interfered with Watch the Throne’s release. Nevermind that
the zygotic notion of the project was only planted in our col- ﬂ “American Girl in Italy” at Stephen Bulger Gallery (1026 Queen St. W.) runs until Aug. 27. Reception: Aug. 20, 2-5 p.m.
lective consciousness last August, when West tweeted about
a potential joint EP with his friend and mentor.

That makes it about a year from the time we first con-
ceived of a JaYeezy mega-jam to its symbolic birth. It’s
worth noting that 12(ish) months isn’t a very long gestation
period for a collaboration of this magnitude—especially
considering both artists are in the habit of releasing at least
one album every couple of years. And yet, blame it on the
zeitgeist, blame it on a failure of imagination or blame it
on fuzzy facts, the cacophony of media hype around Watch
‘the Throne can be distilled into a simple concept: We've
been waiting for this.

The axiom “good things come to those who wait” is some-
thing we introduce to children at a very young age. As a
guiding principle, it privileges patience and quality over
instant gratification, values that, in our current age of
immediacy, seem like rare and precious relics. It’s just
vague enough to function as a hollow bribe: The trick of
the line is that the open-ended “good things” are a blank
canvas onto which the waiter in question can project any
number of desires. >

Some folks make a career out of delayed gratification. It’s
why throngs are eagerly awaiting the release of Lil Wayne’s
Tha Carter IV, which will supposedly drop at the end of
August, after years of anticipation. The MC could easily
have followed up 2008’s massively successful Tha Carter
I with a proper sequel. Instead, he bought time and built
hype by sprinkling a trail of recordings that, by virtue of not
being called Tha Carter IV, functioned as palate cleansers
and amuse-bouches. Wayne has proven to be both prolific
and inconsistent enough that one can only assurie fie’s sav-
ing the good stuff. But he has also used time and distance as
a strategy: When the main event happens, three (or however rat
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unleashed Watch the Throne as a total surprise attack,
under complete secrecy—King of Limbs style. Any efforts to
split hairs over the quality and relevance of the work would
have been drowned out; the album itself would exist in its
own vacuum of “Holy shit, Jay-Z and Kanye made a record
together.” Granted, it’s hard to imagine the personalities
at hand mustering the resolve to launch a total stealth
attack—egos this big seldom keep their idle thoughts to
themselves, let alone their unprecedented accomplish-
ments. I'm still waiting for tlxat kind of feat, but I won't

hold my breath. -



