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Chris Shepherd: Artist Process 
 
Toronto based artist Chris Shepherd uses the medium of photography to document and make sense 
of the ever-changing world around us. His approach to the image is directed by composition, colour 
and form and largely influenced by contemporary architecture, painting and sculpture. For the past 
decade, Shepherd has focused on capturing urban and pedestrian life in isolated moments of 
tranquility. Empty subway platforms, vacant storefronts, forgotten industrial spaces, or simply the 
abandoned nooks and crannies of ordinary spaces all become subjects of interest. 
 
Recently Shepherd has delved deeper into the practice of picture taking and has become fascinated 
with picture making.  His distinctive street photography is now complimented by studio work that 
continues to explore composition, colour and form while simultaneously experimenting with the art 
of photography and the physical photograph as an object. 
	
	

	

 
 
 
 
Construct 
 
Construct is a series of 
interventions on physical 
photographic prints. Largely 
influenced by abstract 
expressionist painters and 
sculptors from the 1960s 
onward, Shepherd plays with 
his fascination for geometry, 
colour, and the reduction of 
subjects and surfaces to their 
essential forms. 
 
 
 
 
 
Four Huron Horizons Rolled, 2016  
© Chris Shepherd / Courtesy Bau-Xi Photo	

	



FFOTO.com 
	

	
 

Umbrella – Dundas West at Indian Grove, 2014  
© Chris Shepherd / Courtesy Bau-Xi Photo 
 
 
Wandering / Wandering Again 
 
The serenity and reserved nature of Shepherd’s photographs are a sharp juxtaposition with the 
locations they depict. The artist captures fleeting moments in time, whether a brief moment of 
tranquility in the perpetual cycle of arrivals and departures on the Toronto subway system, or the 
periods of time between tenants in commercial buildings. 
 
“Wandering	is	what	I	do.	I	wander	the	city	endlessly	and	take	pictures.	I	visit	places	over	and	over	
again	to	do	this,	often	returning	to	locations	that	resonate	with	me	year	after	year	after	
year.	Wandering	relaxes	me	and	allows	me	to	familiarize	myself	with	a	specific	setting.	It’s	also	an	
amazing	way	to	find	things.	You	can’t	do	that	in	a	car	or	on	a	bicycle.	I	explore	when	I	walk.	Walking	
also	slows	things	down	incredibly	and	gives	me	time	to	think.	After	a	while	I	see	differently	and	I’m	
more	likely	to	notice	the	subtleties	of	a	location	and	hopefully	I’m	able	to	capture	them	in	a	way	that	
means	something	to	me.	Typically	this	process	takes	a	few	days	to	happen.	It’s	why	most	of	my	work	
is	focused	in	Toronto.	When	I	travel	anywhere	else	it’s	hard	to	get	into	that	state	of	familiarity	to	
achieve	the	same	thing.	I	consider	myself	a	pedestrian	first	and	foremost.”		

–	Chris	Shepherd		
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Nelson High School Boys Washroom Hand Dryer, 2011  
© Chris Shepherd / Courtesy Bau-Xi Photo 
 
 
Learning 
 
Learning began as a series of voyeuristic views through the windows of abandoned schools, which 
escalated into an exercise shaped by legal access, permissions, and bureaucracy. 
 
The work focuses on schools in Burlington, Etobicoke, and the greater Toronto area; public buildings 
where the occupants have either left for the day, taken off for the summer, or abandoned 
permanently. These images explore Shepherd’s aesthetic fascination with institutional architecture, 
function over form, and history, while simultaneously contemplating contemporary art theory, his 
own public-school education experience, and an ongoing conceptual fascination with the nature of 
solitude. 
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Bay TO, 2010  
© Chris Shepherd / Courtesy Bau-Xi Photo 
 
 
Waiting 
 
In Waiting, different parts of the Toronto and New York City subway systems are captured in 
various stages of flux. Bereft of people and purpose, these utilitarian spaces are re-imagined and 
assigned a different aesthetic value. Waiting transforms hectic spots into serene, contemplative 
sanctuaries. 
	


