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artist book: a work of art

realized in the form of a book.

The definition may  sound

simple, but the world of artist

books can be a bewildering

place. From the familiar

pairing of images and text, to

sculptures created out of

paper and complicated

bindings that create a

performance each time the

book is opened, nearly

any thing can be called an

artist book if there is intention

and consideration. This series

showcases artists from

different realms of the art

world exploring the structure

and meaning of the book.
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These day s it’s hard to miss the

photographs of Cara Barer, an

artist whose work blurs the

lines between sculpture and

photography . Recently

featured at AIPAD 2016 and

KunstRAI Art Amsterdam,

Barer’s work spans multiple

markets and has caught the

attention of photography  and

art book collectors alike.

Initially

inspired by

a rain-

soaked

Y ellow

Pages ly ing

on the

ground,

Barer made a photograph of

the subject, and, pleased with

the results, she eventually

began transforming her own

outdated books with water and

photographed the results
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against a black background.

 The pages of her books are

hand-dy ed and purposefully

manipulated into swooping,

curv ing forms. Photographed

from overhead, the books are

positioned on their edge with

their bindings split and made

round. The resulting imagery

is reminiscent of photographs

produced for scientific

documentation.

The Rorschach-like quality  of

Barer’s work actively  play s

upon her audience’s

imaginations; her imagery  has

been likened to blooming

flowers, butterflies, and

spiritual mandalas. For Barer,

her aim is “to engage the

v iewer by  presenting the book

out of context and [to cause

her v iewer] to look at it as

something else other than a

book. With only  the object to

concentrate on, in its

metamorphosed state, it

becomes something other than

what it is.”

Cara Barer lives and works in

Houston, Texas. Her work with

manipulated books began in

2004. Since that time, she has

experimented with new forms,

colors and manipulations.

Initially  retaining a more

book-like appearance, her
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imagery  has evolved to

become more amorphous over

time. Her choice of media has

also expanded to include

outdated magazines and maps.
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Elizabeth K. Harris is the

Director at Louis K. Meisel

Gallery. She holds an MA in

Visual Arts Administration

from New Y ork University

and has co-authored two

books on art. She likes looking

at books more than reading

them.

Share

PH OTO  O F TH E DAY

Click here for the Photo of the Day  archive.

http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Book+Arts
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?tag=Cara+Barer
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?offset=1465246488200
http://www.donttakepictures.com/photo-of-the-day/


Katerina (portrait with a 'comb'), Alexander Veledzimovich

Jun 7 , 2016

Photo of the Day  RSS

FEATU RES

Daniel Grant:
California
Dreamer

Glass & Tin
Exhibition

Summer
Reading List
2016

http://cargocollective.com/veledzimovich
http://www.donttakepictures.com/photo-of-the-day/2016/5/22/alexander-veledzimovich
http://www.donttakepictures.com/photo-of-the-day/?format=rss
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/19/daniel-grant-california-dreamer
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/19/daniel-grant-california-dreamer
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/22/glass-tin-exhibition
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/22/glass-tin-exhibition
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/14/summer-reading-list-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/14/summer-reading-list-2016


Feature DTP Exhibitions,

Feature

Feature

RU LE BREA KERS

Rule Breakers:
Krista
Wortendyke

Rule Breakers

Rule Breakers:
Dana Fritz

Rule Breakers

Rule Breakers:
Francesco
Merlini

Rule Breakers

BO O KMA RKS

Bookmarks:
Cara Barer

Book Arts

Bookmarks: A
Breif History
Of The Birds
Of America

Book Arts

Bookmarks:
Susan
Kapuscinski
Gaylord

Book Arts

WEEKEND  REA D ING



http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Feature
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=DTP+Exhibitions
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Feature
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Feature
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/23/rule-breakers-krista-wortendyke
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/23/rule-breakers-krista-wortendyke
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Rule+Breakers
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/18/rule-breakers-dana-fritz
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/18/rule-breakers-dana-fritz
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Rule+Breakers
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/8/rule-breakers-frances
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/8/rule-breakers-frances
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Rule+Breakers
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/6/6/bookmarks-cara-barer
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/6/6/bookmarks-cara-barer
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Book+Arts
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/9/bookmarks-a-breif-history-of-the-birds-of-america
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/9/bookmarks-a-breif-history-of-the-birds-of-america
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Book+Arts
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/4/bookmarks-susan-kapuscinski-gaylord
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/4/bookmarks-susan-kapuscinski-gaylord
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Book+Arts


Weekend
Reading

Weekend
Reading

Weekend
Reading

Weekend Reading  ·

Jun 4, 2016

Weekend Reading  ·

May  28, 2016

Weekend Reading  ·

May  21 , 2016

EXH IBITIO N REVIEWS

Contemporary
Finds At
AIPAD 2016

Exhibition Review

100 Years 100
Ranchers @
Phoenix
Airport
Museum

Exhibition Review

Armory Week,
Part 1: The
Armory Show

Exhibition Review

IN MOTIO N

In Motion:
Justin Bettman

In Motion

In Motion: DM
Witman

In Motion

In Motion: Tom
Stoddart

In Motion

http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/6/4/weekend-reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/28/weekend-reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/21/weekend-reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/6/4/weekend-reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Weekend+Reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/28/weekend-reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Weekend+Reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/21/weekend-reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Weekend+Reading
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/14/aipad-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/14/aipad-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Exhibition+Review
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/30/100-years-100-ranchers-phoenix-airport-museum
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/30/100-years-100-ranchers-phoenix-airport-museum
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Exhibition+Review
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/9/ae9yk8v0q6pd5s5qi9yxk7zfov1nmn
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/9/ae9yk8v0q6pd5s5qi9yxk7zfov1nmn
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Exhibition+Review
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/9/in-motion-justin-bettman
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/9/in-motion-justin-bettman
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=In+Motion
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/19/in-motion-dm-witman
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/19/in-motion-dm-witman
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=In+Motion
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/2/12/in-motion-tom-stoddart
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/2/12/in-motion-tom-stoddart
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=In+Motion


NEWS

News Recap:
June 3, 2016

News

News Recap:
May 27, 2016

News

News Recap:
May 20, 2016

News

SO ME A SSEMBLY  REQ U IRED

Some
Assembly
Required: Kelli
Anderson

Some Assembly

Required

Some
Assembly
Required: Cary
Norton

Some Assembly

Required

Some
Assembly
Required: Matt
Abelson

Some Assembly

Required

C RO WD FU ND ING RO U ND U P

Crowdfunding
Roundup:

Crowdfunding
Roundup:

Crowdfunding
Roundup:

http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/6/3/news-recap-june-3-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/6/3/news-recap-june-3-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=News
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/27/news-recap-may-27-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/27/news-recap-may-27-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=News
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/20/news-recap-may-20-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/20/news-recap-may-20-2016
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=News
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/30/some-assembly-required-kelli-anderson
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/30/some-assembly-required-kelli-anderson
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Some+Assembly+Required
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/25/some-assembly-required-cary-norton
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/25/some-assembly-required-cary-norton
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Some+Assembly+Required
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/4/some-assembly-required-matt-abelson
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/3/4/some-assembly-required-matt-abelson
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Some+Assembly+Required
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/11/crowdfunding-roundup-fotomarket-an-online-photobook-store
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/11/crowdfunding-roundup-fotomarket-an-online-photobook-store
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/13/crowdfunding-roundup-mexico-citys-art-library
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/13/crowdfunding-roundup-mexico-citys-art-library
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2015/12/15/crowdfunding-roundup-rooftop-films
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2015/12/15/crowdfunding-roundup-rooftop-films


FotoMarket -
An Online
Photobook
Store

Crowd-funding

Roundup

Mexico City's
Art Library

Crowd-funding

Roundup

Rooftop Films

Crowd-funding

Roundup

P U B L I S H E D  BY  D O N ' T  TA K E  P I C T U R E S  

© 2 0 1 6

http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/5/11/crowdfunding-roundup-fotomarket-an-online-photobook-store
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Crowd-funding+Roundup
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2016/4/13/crowdfunding-roundup-mexico-citys-art-library
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Crowd-funding+Roundup
http://www.donttakepictures.com/dtp-blog/2015/12/15/crowdfunding-roundup-rooftop-films
http://www.donttakepictures.com/?category=Crowd-funding+Roundup

