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Kiritimati – also known as Christmas Island – is one of the Northern Line Islands of Kiribati. It
is the largest coral atoll in the world (248mi2, 642km2) and by itself represents the majority of the
land area of Kiribati. The two main activities on the island are scuba diving and fishing. Being
the largest coral atoll in the world, Kiritimati offers an impressive number of places to dive and
things to see under the water. Almost every week there is a cruise ship stopping by the island,
this is the best opportunity to find local handicrafts

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a2a7f4cab4404c16b3e20cd190423881
https://wikitravel.org/en/Kiritimati
https://wikitravel.org/en/Kiritimati
https://wikitravel.org/en/Kiritimati
https://wikitravel.org/en/Kiritimati
https://wikitravel.org/en/Kiritimati
https://wikitravel.org/en/Kiritimati


https://corporate.visitkiribati.travel/download/10things2do/?wpdmdl=600&_wpdmkey=65052154e8e8b&subscriber=Sm5vS_Qhf4uapnCOL4yb7apz_Ut1OsQOLJj9H_35QOeNJ7FWHhFv4PkfrBJ8y2rwlYpw_xuh6RwGYqvPBDgDBw
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/visual-data-map


Interacting with the local community

● Useful phrases in Kiribati
● how to pronounce Gilbertese words
● The Sound of the Kiribati / Gilbertese language (Numbers, Greetings & The Parable)

- first 27 seconds
● Common Kiribati Words - Pacific Education - how to pronounce
● Kiribati Language Week - Pacific Education

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-sKj6hhmEto
https://visitkiribati.travel/about/golden-rules4-your-stay/
https://www.kiribatitourism.gov.ki/kiribati-experiences/culture-island-explore/
https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/kiribati.htm
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=how+to+pronouce+Gilbertese+words&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:44fa8236,vid:MgcS4OKKme0
https://pacificlearners.co.nz/portfolio/common-kiribati-words/
https://pacificlearners.co.nz/kiribati-language-resources/




Links to Information about Kiritimati

● Addressing the Humanitarian and Environmental Consequences of Atmospheric Nuclear
Weapon Tests: A Case Study of UK and US Test Programs at Kiritimati (Christmas) and
Malden Islands, Republic of KiribatAtomic history of Kiritimati – a tiny island where
humanity realized its most lethal potential

● Chrismas-Island-Ultimate-Experience.pdf
● Hotspot Christmas Island
● Kiritimati Atoll
● Kiribati Ecology and Nature Protection Handbook (2010)
● Kiritimati Integrated Fisheries Master Plan, 2014-2016
● Kiritimati Island Conservation Protected Area Project
● Kiritimati Island for travelers
● Kiritimat Marine Turtles Profile
● Kiritimati Urban Council Profile
● Fin-Fish Species of Kiribati, pg 47-54
● Flora of Kiritimati (Christmas) Atoll Northern Line Islands, Republic of Kiribati The

orange-jelly ponds of Kiritimati
● List of Marine Fishes reported from Kiribati

https://fishbase.mnhn.fr/country/CountryChecklist.php?what=list&trpp=50&c_code=296&
csub_code=&cpresence=present&sortby=alpha2&ext_pic=on&vhabitat=saltwater

● Massive marine protected area is an even bigger sham
● Subsistence in isolation: Fishing Dependence and Perceptions of Change on Kiritimati,

the world's largest atoll
● Surfing
● The Dying Island Country of Kiribati
● Things to Do & Experiences in Kiritimati Island
● Top 10 Things to do on Kiritimati (aka Kiribati & Christmas Island)

Kiritimati Wildlife Sanctuary

The entire island of Kiritimati is a Wildlife Sanctuary and access to five particularly sensitive
areas is restricted. Kiritimati is a sanctuary and breeding ground in the Pacific for seabirds,
supporting 18 different species of birds, including the endemic Christmas Island Warbler. The
island is home, and a population stronghold, to the endangered Phoenix Petrel and the White
Throated Storm Petrel. Nine protected zones are designated to support the breeding and
nesting of the various bird species. Motu Tabu has the world’s largest populations of Phoenix
Petrel and White-Throated Storm Petrel, as well as high diversity and abundance of other
seabirds. Cook Island is important for many species, with the Phoenix Petrel recolonizing since
the island was made pest-free in 2009. Some areas have also been designated by government
as ‘marine parks’ to protect them from excessive fishing by villagers using gill nets.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1758-5899.12913
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1758-5899.12913
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1758-5899.12913
https://theconversation.com/the-atomic-history-of-kiritimati-a-tiny-island-where-humanity-realised-its-most-lethal-potential-114870
https://theconversation.com/the-atomic-history-of-kiritimati-a-tiny-island-where-humanity-realised-its-most-lethal-potential-114870
https://idahoangler.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Chrismas-Island-Ultimate-Experience.pdf
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/bs-xpm-2008-12-28-0812230093-story.html
https://www.britannica.com/place/Kiritimati-Atoll
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Kiribati_Ecology_Nature_Protection_Handb/fG2yDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=what+are+radiation+levels+today+on+kiritimati&pg=PA63&printsec=frontcover
http://macbio-pacific.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Kiritimati-Intergrated-Fisheries-Master-Plan-2014-2016.pdf
https://action.biopama.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/BIOPAMA-InfoFiche-MG-P-175.pdf
https://www.kiribatitourism.gov.ki/islands-to-explore/kiritimati/
https://georgehbalazs.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Kiribati-Marine-Turtle-Profile-Final.pdf
http://www.kilga.org.ki/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Kiritimati-Urban-Council-Profile-FINAL2.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/ki/ki-nr-01-p3-en.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/285362928_Flora_of_Kiritimati_Christmas_Atoll_Northern_Line_Islands_Republic_of_Kiribati
https://tautai.com/the-orange-jelly-ponds-of-kiritimati/
https://tautai.com/the-orange-jelly-ponds-of-kiritimati/
https://fishbase.mnhn.fr/country/CountryChecklist.php?what=list&trpp=50&c_code=296&csub_code=&cpresence=present&sortby=alpha2&ext_pic=on&vhabitat=saltwater
https://fishbase.mnhn.fr/country/CountryChecklist.php?what=list&trpp=50&c_code=296&csub_code=&cpresence=present&sortby=alpha2&ext_pic=on&vhabitat=saltwater
https://www.salon.com/2013/09/01/south_pacific_president_became_environmental_darling_by_lying_about_conservation_partner/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0964569116300126
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0964569116300126
https://www.christmasislandsurf.com
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a2a7f4cab4404c16b3e20cd190423881
https://visitkiribati.travel/island2explore/kiritimati-island/
https://farandawayadventures.com/south-pacific/kiritimati-island/
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf
https://www.mfmrd.gov.ki/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ESMF-Kiribati-PROP-Final-for-Disclosure___Cleared-by-NV-1-21-2020.pdf


Information About Kiribati

President: Anote Tong (2003)
Total area: 313 sq mi (811 sq km)
Population (2006 est.): 105,432 (growth rate: 2.2%); birth rate: 30.6/1000; infant mortality rate:
47.3/1000; life expectancy: 62.1; density per sq mi: 381
Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Tarawa, 26,600
Monetary unit: Australian dollar
Languages: English (official), I-Kiribati (Gilbertese)
Ethnicity/race: Micronesian 98.8%, other 1.2%
Religions: Roman Catholic 52%, Protestant (Congregational) 40%, some Seventh-Day
Adventist, Muslim, Baha'i, Latter-day Saints, and Church of God (1999)
Economic summary: GDP/PPP (2001 est.): $79 million, supplemented by a nearly equal
amount from external sources; per capita $800. Real growth rate: 1.5%. Inflation: 2.5%.
Unemployment: 2%; under-employment 70% (1992 est.). Arable land: 3%. Agriculture:
copra, taro, breadfruit, sweet potatoes, vegetables; fish. Labor force: 7,870 economically
active, not including subsistence farmers (2001 est.). Industries: fishing, handicrafts. Natural
resources: phosphate (production discontinued in 1979). Exports: $17 million f.o.b. (2004
est.): copra 62%, coconuts, seaweed, fish. Imports: $62 million c.i.f. (2004): foodstuffs,
machinery and equipment, miscellaneous manufactured goods, fuel. Major trading partners:
France, Japan, U.S., Thailand, Australia, Fiji, New Zealand (2004).
Member of Commonwealth of Nations
Communications: Telephones: main lines in use: 3,800 (1999); mobile cellular: n.a. Radio
broadcast stations: AM 1, FM 1, shortwave 1; note: the FM and shortwave stations may be
inactive (2002). Radios: 17,000 (1997). Television broadcast stations: 1 (not reported to be
active) (2002). Televisions: 1,000 (1997). Internet Service Providers (ISPs): 1 (2000).
Internet users: 1,000 (2000).
Transportation: Railways: 0 km. Highways: total: 670 km (1999 est.); paved: n.a.; unpaved:
n.a. Waterways: small network of canals, totaling 5 km, in Line Islands. Ports and harbors:
Banaba, Betio, English Harbor, Kanton. Airports: 20 (2002).
International disputes: none.


