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Thrummed Slippers 
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED 

• 100g worsted weight yarn 

• 50g wool roving 

• 3.5mm needles with cord long enough for magic 
loop 

• 4 stitch markers 
• Gauge = 24/4” in stockinette 

BOR 
Indicates the beginning of the round. 
 
Kitchener stitch 
An invisible bind off to close an end while knitting in the round. 

 
KTBL 
Knit through the back leg  of the stitch. 

 
K2tog/K3tog 
Knit two/three stiches together for a right-leaning decrease. 
 
Magic loop 
A method of folding a long circular needle to work stitches in a small circumference in the 
round. 
 
M 
Stitch marker. PM = place stitch marker, RM = remover stitch marker. 
 
Sl WYIB 
Slip stitch as if to purl, keeping the working yarn to the back of the work. 
 
Sl WYIF 
Slip stitch as if to purl, keeping the working yarn to the front of the work 
 
SSK 
Slip the next two stitches, then knit the two stitches together through the back loop to create a 
left-leaning decrease. 

 
Thrums 
A wisp of unspun wool (roving) used to insulate knitting projects. 

GLOSSARY 
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• The sizes are listed as S(M,L).  

 

• The slippers have a lot of stretch, and the roving will felt down as 

you wear them, so don’t be afraid to pick a smaller size if you’re in 

between. 

 

• The construction of the slippers starts with flat kitting to shape the 

heel, sides, and bottom of the foot simultaneously, then it is joined 

in the round to work the body and toe. You then have the option to 

pick up stitches around the opening to work the leg portion of the 

slipper, if you prefer a boot-style. 

 

• The most time-consuming part of thrummed mittens is pulling the 

roving. The best advice I can give is to set aside an evening with 

Netflix or an audiobook, and make up all your thrums in advance. 

 

• Thrums seem intimidating to lots of knitters, but they are far easier 

(and more fun) than they look! Pages 8-9 have detailed 

instructions for how to make a thrum, and you can also check 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mciKcKICx8U for a helpful 

video. 

 

• Always slip the stitch markers as you come to them, unless 

directed otherwise. 

 

• Add your project to the Ravelry pattern page here:  

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/knit-me-thrummed-

slippers  

PATTERN NOTES 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mciKcKICx8U
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/knit-me-thrummed-slippers
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/knit-me-thrummed-slippers
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HEEL 
 

Co 50(58, 66) w Judy’s Magic Cast On 

 

Setup R1 (rs): sl wyib, p15(17, 19), pm, k, 
pm, k16(20, 24), pm, k, pm, p15(17, 19), 
p1 

Setup R2 (ws): sl wyib, k to m, sl wyif, p to 
m, sl wyif, k to last, p1 

 

R1: sl wyib, k to m, k, *thrum, k3* to m, k, k 
to last, p1 

R2: sl wyib, k to m, sl wyif, p to m working 
thrums purlwise as you get to them, sl 
wyif, k to last, p1 

R3: sl wyib, k to last, p1 

R4: sl wyib, k to m, sl wyif, p to m, sl wyif k 
to last, p1 

R5: sl wyib, k to m, k, *k2, thrum, k1* to m, 
k, k to last, p1 

R6: sl wyib, k to m, sl wyif, p to m working 
thrums purlwise as you get to them, sl 
wyif, k to last, p1 

R7: sl wyib, k to last, p1 

R8: sl wyib, k to m, sl wyif, p to m, sl wyif, 
k to last, p1 

 

Repeat R1-8 until sole measures ~4.5(5, 
5.5)” when folded in half lengthwise, 
ending after R8 

 

  Here is a helpful video for Judy’s 

  Magic Cast On: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV9

UaFgZ6Q0 

 

And here is the original   picture 

tutorial:  

http://knitty.com/ISSUEspring06/FEATm

agiccaston.html  

 

  Unlike the typical use of JMCO, the  

  ends are not joined to knit in the 

  round. You will work the right side,   

  then flip it over and work the wrong 

  side.  

NOTE 

 

For a more precise fit, the corners of the 

garter sections should meet comfortably 

around your ankle without stretching 

NOTE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV9UaFgZ6Q0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV9UaFgZ6Q0
http://knitty.com/ISSUEspring06/FEATmagiccaston.html
http://knitty.com/ISSUEspring06/FEATmagiccaston.html
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BODY OF FOOT 
 

R1: sl wyib, k to m, k, *thrum, k3* to m, k, 
k to last 2 st, k3tog with first st of the other 
end, removing then replacing this marker 

Adjust needles into magic loop to 
continue in the round 

R2: p to m, sl wyib, k to m working thrums 
knitwise as you get to them, sl wyib, p to 
m, remove marker, p to m (This is now the 
BOR) 

R3: k all 

R4: sl wyib, k to m, sl wyib, p to m, 

R5: k, *k2, thrum, k1* to m, k, *k2, thrum, 
k1* to m 

R6: sl wyib, k to m working thrums as you 
get to them, sl wyib, k to m working 
thrums knitwise as you get to them 

R7: k all 

R8: sl wyib, k to m, sl wyib, k to m 

R9: k, *thrum, k3,* to m, k, *thrum, k3* to 
m 

R10: sl wyib, k to m working thrums as 
you get to them, sl wyib, k to m working 
thrums as you get to them 

R11: k all 

R12: sl wyib, k to m, sl wyib, k to m 

 

Repeat R5-12 until ~2” less than the 
length of your foot, ending on R8 or R12 

 

  Here is a helpful video for 

  working with the magic loop: 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=IdSpc0EZpnk  

NOTE 

 

  Here is a link to standard foot lengths by shoe size: 

  http://www.sizecharter.com/clothing-fit-and-measurement/understanding-shoe-sizing    

NOTE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdSpc0EZpnk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdSpc0EZpnk
http://www.sizecharter.com/clothing-fit-and-measurement/understanding-shoe-sizing
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TOE 
 

R1: k, follow established thrum pattern to m, k, ssk to 2 stitches before marker follow 
established thrum pattern, k2tog, k 

R2: sl wyib, k to m working thrums as you get to them, sl wyib, k to m working thrums as 
you get to them 

R3: k, k to m, k, ssk, k to 2 before m, k2tog 

R4: sl wyib, k to m, sl wyib, k to m 

 

Repeat R1-4 until you have 32(40, 48) stitches, ending with R2 or R4.  

 

Arrange stitches so the slipper sole is on one needle, and the top & side slip stitches are 
on the other needle. This number should be equal.  

 

Use kitchener stitch to seam the toe closed. 

 

This completes the pattern for the traditional slipper. If you prefer the boot style, continue 
to the next section. 
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LEG 
 

Pick up stitches along the opening of the 
foot, under every slipped stitch.  

 

PM to mark BOR. Knit one round, 
increasing or decreasing evenly until your 
stitch count is the closest multiple of 4.  

(Ex. I picked up 47 and increased to 48). 

 

R1: *thrum, k3* to end 

R2: k all, working thrums knitwise as you 
get to them 

R3-4: k all 

R5: *k2, thrum, k1* to end 

R6: k all, working thrums knitwise as you 
get to them 

R7-8: k all 

 

Repeat R1-8 3 more times, or to desired 
length. 

 

  To create a visible slip stitch seam  

  around the bottom of the cuff, insert  

  the needle from back to front to  

  pick up stitches. 

NOTE 

 

CUFF 
 

R1: p all 

R2: k all 

 

Repeat R1-2 4 more times, or to desired 
length. 

 

Finish with Jeny’s Surprisingly Stretchy 
Bind Off purlwise. 

 

  Here’s a helpful video for this cast off: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-

GqitE8Qt8  

NOTE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-GqitE8Qt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-GqitE8Qt8
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How to Prepare Thrums 

• Hold the roving 3-4” from the top, and gently tug out a wisp. The wisp should be 
roughly the same thickness as your yarn when folded in half. 

• Bring the ends of the wisp together to form a loop. 
• Pinch the middle of the loop to form a figure eight. 
• Twist the figure eight tightly, and rub it between you fingers to encourage the fibers 

to stick together. 
• It will untwist a little when you put the finished thrum down, but it should maintain the 

basic shape. 
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How to Work Thrums 

• Insert your needle into the stitch you are going to thrum, and put the twisted part of 
the thrum over your needle after the stitch. 

• Knit the stitch normally, working both your working yarn and the thrum together as 
one. 

• Your thrum will sit on the needle next to the stitch it was worked with. 
• On the next round, when you come to a thrummed stitch, knit or purl the thrum and 

the stitch together through the back loop. 
• Gently tug the ends of the thrum to pull it in tight. 


