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CARING FOR YOUR JEWELLERY

Want to ensure your jewellery stays sparkly? Here are some tips 
to help you care for your jewellery to ensure it is kept in great 
condition well into the future.

GENERAL CARE

All jewellery is delicate to some degree - and you should treat it 
as such. Pieces should not rub up against other metals or harsh 
surfaces as they will scratch and wear. Nor should they take too 
much weight or force.

It’s a good idea to store your precious pieces of jewellery in small 
boxes or pouches when not being worn to help keep them clean 
and prevent them from being scratched.

TARNISH

Tarnishing is caused by oxygen and moisture coming into contact 
with precious metal.

All precious metals can tarnish to some degree. Platinum and 
pure gold are the most tarnish-resistant metals. 

It’s normal for sterling silver to tarnish. This is because the silver 
has been alloyed with copper, which has the benefit of making 
the metal harder and more suitable for a wider variety of uses 
than pure silver, which is very soft. However, the downside is that 
copper tarnishes easily.

You may hear that pure or fine silver doesn’t tarnish, but that isn’t 
true - it does, just more slowly and in a less noticeable way than 
sterling silver.

PREVENTING TARNISH

Wearing a piece regularly can help to slow down the process of 
tarnishing as the metal moving against your skin and itself will 
help to keep it clean.

It’s also important to keep pieces out of flowing air and humidity 
when not being worn. All of Simone’s jewellery comes packaged in 
small cotton filled boxes which are ideal to use to store your pieces.

If you live in a humid place, then keeping a humidity absorber 
near where you store your jewellery can also help.

CLEANING YOUR JEWELLERY

Jewellery can be generally cleaned as needed with tarnish 
removers, along with warm soapy water to remove dirt and grime.
You can also use a soft brush if needed, but read our exceptions 
below. 

Precious metal polishing cloths:
To remove tarnish you can use metal polishing cloths which 
are impregnated with chemicals to remove tarnish and are soft 
enough to not scratch the metal. You can use these cloths until 
they are black - they shouldn’t be washed.

Check out our quality precious metal polishing cloths:
simonewalsh.com/polishing-cloth

Silver dip:
For many pieces you can instead use silver dip and similar 
chemicals (see special considerations below for exceptions), 
which will very quickly and easily remove tarnish.



Make sure you follow the instructions and that you rinse your 
piece thoroughly after dipping.

The ‘Yeah Science’ cleaning method:
This is an eco-friendly way to clean jewellery and help remove 
tarnish using everyday items you’re likely to have at home.

Cut a piece of aluminium foil which covers the bottom of a small 
bowl. Then pour a cup of hot water into the bowl over the foil. 
Mix in the following:

* 1 tablespoon salt
* 1 tablespoon of baking soda
* 1 tablespoon dish washing detergent

Put the jewellery to be cleaned into the bowl so it sits on top of 
the foil and is covered by the solution.

After 5 to 10 minutes you can rinse your jewellery in cool water 
and dry it with a soft cloth. Discard the solution and the foil. 
Repeat if needed.

This method can also help to remove scorch marks on silver used 
in cooking.

Ultrasonic cleaners:
Ultrasonic cleaners will more easily remove dirt and grime from 
gemstones (see exceptions below) and crevices in jewellery, but 
will not remove tarnish.

Other cleansers:
Harsh cleansers like bicarb soda or toothpaste are never 
recommended as they can remove metal from the surface, 
causing scratches and over time will deplete the precious metal 
content.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Blackened, patinated or coloured areas:
Sometimes a chemical solution is used to blacken or otherwise 
colour part or all of a piece of jewellery. Alternatively acrylic 
enamels may be used for colour.

Silver dip, ultrasonic cleaners and harsh cleansers are not 
recommended for use on areas which are coloured in these ways 
as part of the design. These cleaning methods may damage or 
even remove the finish.

Always take care when polishing or cleaning such designs to avoid 
damaging or removing the finish.

Gilded, plated, vermeil or gold-filled finishes:
These methods all create a layer of precious metal over another 
metals using different techniques. Most often the metal on top is 
gold and its thickness will vary depending on the technique used.

Take special care when polishing or cleaning these finishes to 
avoid damaging them. Vigorous rubbing and harsh cleansers are 
not recommended.

Gemstones and glass:
Gemstones and glass beads can be cleaned with warm soapy 
water. You can use a soft brush to help remove grime.

Alternatively an ultrasonic cleaner will quickly and easily remove 
dirt and grime from most gemstones. 

However, you should never use ultrasonic cleaners with the 
following gems and related materials:

* Organic gem materials such as pearls, coral or shell
* Lapis lazuli
* Turquoise
* Emerald
* Malachite
* Opal
* Other soft gems

Natural silk thread:
Necklaces made from natural silk thread can be hand-washed 
with warm soapy water, taking care to rinse thoroughly.

If it is laid flat or hung up it will generally dry straight. 

To remove kinks the silk can also be ironed using the silk setting 
or it can be run under hotter water while being pulled straight.

Snake chain:
This chain should be stored flat and never be bent beyond its 
natural curve.
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