A Catechism on the Moon

Q1. What shape is the moon tonight?
A1.The moon is a crescent moon, or a half-moon, or a gibbous moon, or a full moon.

Q2. What shape is the moon always?
A2.The moon is always round.

Q3. What does it mean that the moon is always round?
A3.God is always good.

Q4. How do you know that God is always good?
A4. Because of Good Friday.

Q5. What happened on Good Friday?
AS. In the darkness God’s Son Jesus died for our sins, so that we could be forgiven.

Q6. What Bible verse teaches us that God is always good?
A6. Psalm100:5: “For the Lorp is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”



The Story behind This Book

When our son Benjamin was about three-years old, | held him up to the window
one evening and he pointed to the moon.

“Look. The moon!” he said.

It was a crescent moon. | explained to him that the moon could appear in different
shapes, but the moon was always round. From that, | developed a simple cate-
chism for him.

Q. Ben, what shape is the moon tonight?
A.Themoon isa crescent moon, or a half-moon, or a gibbous moon, or a full moon.

Q. What shape is the moon always?
A.The moon is always round.

Q. What does that mean?
A.God is always good.

Little did 1 know that, even as a three-year old, the catechism would soon become
sovery important in his life. Sometime later, on March 13, 2016, his younger
sister, Leila Judith Grace, died at 39 weeks in her mother’s womb. Four days later,
she was stillborn at 10:25am on March, 17, 2016. Ben came to meet her in the
hospital later that afternoon. He gave her “Bazza” the giraffe as a gift. He held
her, and then a few hours later, he said goodbye to her.

As | drove him home that night, he asked, “Daddy, will mummy ever grow a baby
that wakes up?”

1told him I didn’t know.

He asked, “Why isn’t Leila coming home with us?”

1told him because she’s gone to be with Jesus.

He asked, “Why has she gone to be with Jesus?”

1told him because Jesus called her name and she went to him.

He asked, “Will Leila come to us after a day with Jesus in heaven?”

1told him that when you meet Jesus, you don’t want to go anywhere else.
He asked, “Why?”

1told him because he is such a wonderful person.

He asked, “Does Leila not like us?”

1told him that she does like us, she just likes Jesus more.

He asked again, “But why is Leila not coming home with us?”
Isaid, “Ben, | don’t really know why.”

And then I recalled our catechism, so | started to talk to him about the moon. We
talked about how sometimes when we look up at the moon, we can only see a
crescent moon or a half-moon or a gibbous moon.

And then | asked him, “What shape is the moon, Ben>”

“The moon is always round,” he replied.

1said, “What does that mean?”

He said, “God is always good.”

“That’sright,” | replied, and drove on in silence, tears streaming down my face.

That night after | tucked Ben into bed and left him under the care of a close
friend, | went back to the hospital to be with Jackie and Leila. Just before | got
into the car, I looked up to see if there was a moon in the night sky. There was—a
half-moon! That captured exactly how Jackie and | felt. We couldn’t see the
whole of God’s goodness because Leila was dead. But we knew that the moon
was round, even though we couldn’t see all of it. The moon is always round.

A few weeks later we held a funeral service for Leila. | gave a eulogy for her, and
attheend | addressed Ben. I told him that as he grows up, he may have questions
about why Leila died, but | wanted him to remember what he had learnt about
the moon. 1 asked him again in the service, “What shape is the moon, Ben?”

“The moon is always round,” he replied.

1said, “What does that mean?”

He said, “God is always good.”

Out of the mouth of babes and infants God has ordained praise (Psalm 8:2).

Since then, the moon has become so meaningful to our family. Ben has a picture
of the moon above his bed. Five simple words curve below the moon: “The moon
is always round.” We pray that our story, and the story of Jesus on the cross,
points others (of all ages) to the goodness of God, even in the darkness.

1My inspiration for the illustration about the moon was gleaned from the story of a young Christian girl who died of cancer at fourteen years old. After she died, her journal was discovered by family and friends. In the middle of it
was an index card that simply read: “The moon is round.” See Bryan Chapell, The Hardest Sermons You'll Ever Have to Preach: Help from Trusted Preachers for Tragic Times (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011),112.
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Lessons for Children

The Moon

Askyour child(ren) to lookin the book to see in how many shapes the moon appears.

The moon serves as a good illustration to teach our child(ren) about God’s goodness. Even when we cannot see the whole moon as it orbits
the earth, the moon is always round. It’s the same with God’s goodness. There are times in our lives when things happen to us that make
us question or doubt God’s goodness, like when someone in our family dies. But just because we cannot always see God’s goodness during
difficult times, this does not mean that God is not good in those times. God is always good, even when we cannot see it, just like the moon is

always round, even when we cannot see all of it.

Memory verse:

“For the Lorp is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 100:5)

Good Friday

Ask your child(ren) to look in the book to see how many crosses they can find. (There are 10).

Good Friday is a concrete example to teach our child(ren) about God’s goodness in difficult times. On Good Friday, when Jesus died on the
cross, he experienced the most difficult of times. That day, the sun was blanked out and the whole world went dark—the darkest it has ever
been. No stars twinkled. There was not even a sliver of the moon in the sky to give Jesus some light. And yet in the darkness, God showed
the whole world that he was still good. Because in that moment, Jesus died for our sins, so that we could be forgiven. It's why the day is
called “Good Friday,” because even though Jesus died in the darkness, God was still good—just like the moon was still round, even though no
one could seeiit.

Memory verse:

“In him [Jesus], we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of his grace.” (Ephesians 1:7)



