


PRAISE FOR ASSURANCE OF ADOPTION

“Nothing is more ultimate and more at stake in the salvation of Christians 
and for their assurance of salvation than their adoption by God as their 
Father in union with Christ (Rom 8:29). Assurance of Adoption explores this 
central truth in fresh, perceptive, and helpful ways. I commend its careful 
reading and study.”

—R ichard B. Gaffin Jr. , Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology, 
Emeritus, Westminster Theological Seminary

“Chun Tse presents us with a highly creative and thought-provoking approach 
to assurance, informed by careful study of the Holy Scriptures and reflection 
on the Reformed tradition. One need not agree with all his proposals in order 
to be enriched by his scholarly and fertile thinking. By centering assurance 
upon adoption in Christ, Tse offers biblical and holistic insights that, by God’s 
grace, will not only enlighten the mind but also strengthen the soul.”

—Joel R. Beeke, President, Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan 

“In drawing attention to the importance of adoption in the discussion of the 
assurance of salvation, Chun Tse’s study provides a way to understand the 
relationship between the existential, judicial, relational, moral, and escha-
tological aspects of God’s redemptive work through Christ. In doing so, an 
abstract doctrinal affirmation becomes directly relevant to the struggles of 
individual believers. Moving from historical and theological considerations to 
a careful examination of the biblical witnesses, readers are compelled to end 
in doxological exclamation in view of the incredible work of God that centers 
on Christ, the only foundation for a certainty that defies human weaknesses.”

—David W. Pao, Professor of New Testament and Chair of the New Testament 
Department, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School



“Written with the precision of an engineer and the heart of a pastor (Chun Tse is 
both), Assurance of Adoption comes as a welcome contribution to the growing 
corpus on the theology of adoption. Tse here restores Puritan advocacy for adop-
tion’s pastoral poignancy. But this is no mere recapitulation. Tse nimbly excavates 
adoption’s storehouse of treasure for gospel assurance and distinctively unearths 
how and why ‘Abba! Father’ surges from the soul of the child of God.”

—David B. Garner, Academic Dean and Vice President of Global Ministries, 
Associate Professor of Systematic Theology, Westminster Theological Seminary 

“Real assurance of just about anything is in short order today. There are lots of 
promises in the advertising world that if you’ll just call this number, or ask your 
doctor, you may aspire to a degree of certainty in a product. Chun Tse’s study 
makes no such tentative conjectures. This is one of the most sure-footed guides 
to the question of assurance of salvation available. It takes us through the his-
tory of the subject, the wisdom of the confessions, but, most of all, the exegesis 
of Scripture, to ground assurance in its only sure source: the character of God. I 
highly recommend it to anyone wanting to know for sure if God loves them.”

—William Edgar, Professor of Apologetics, Westminster Theological Seminary 

“Chun Tse eloquently and persuasively shows that Christian assurance is 
grounded in our blood-bought adoption as children of God. Replete with 
skillful handling of biblical texts, Assurance of Adoption is cogently argued, 
historically informed, pastorally encouraging, compelling, and logical. Anyone 
seeking assurance of salvation in Christ in the Reformed tradition will find 
ample help in these pages.”

—Daniel M. Gurtner, former Ernest and Mildred Hogan Professor of New 
Testament Interpretation, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

“Chun Tse has written a compelling and insightful book which challenges the 
contemporary church’s neglect of the theology of adoption. Drawing on the 
wealth of the Reformed and Puritan traditions this work offers an important 
and timely perspective on assurance grounded in the Bible, centered on union 
with Christ, and intended for the enriching of faith and the consolation of the 
Christian soul.”

—Simon J. G. Burton, John Laing Senior Lecturer in Reformation History, 
School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh
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For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him 
in order that we may also be glorified with him.

Romans 8:14–17
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Preface

This book proposes a new paradigm for understanding assurance of sal-
vation. My interest in assurance grows out of my own experience. When 
I received Christ in my sophomore year at college, my life was decisively 
transformed overnight. A supernatural love and joy took hold of me in such 
a compelling way that I could instantly forgive others in a way that I could 
not before. This excitement about the gospel was hard to contain—I began 
to share it with my professors and classmates, even strangers on the street. 
I absorbed the Bible and other spiritual books like a sponge. There was no 
doubt in my mind I was a child of God. 

That level of assurance, however, proved to be short-lived. Following a 
few years of exponential growth in spiritual knowledge and practical living 
came the dreaded plateau, which lasted just as long. My hunger for all things 
spiritual subsided. The unceasing battles between the flesh and the Spirit 
were exhausting. My mind was baffled by many theological questions: How 
do I know I am a child of God? What if I am not one of God’s elect? What if 
my faith is not real? My doubt was not about the efficacy of Christ’s saving 
work, but whether I had truly believed. This uncertainty on the state of my 
soul was palpable—I even refrained from taking the elements of the Lord’s 
Supper for a while, lest I would eat and drink judgment on myself. In short, 
I had lost the assurance of salvation, living in doubt instead of joy.

I shared this struggle with a Christian friend at church. She, being 
brought up in a Christian home, suggested that I start serving at church, 
which I did. Within merely two weeks of serving at a college fellowship, the 
assurance of salvation returned! A supernatural joy and heartfelt love from 
above once again filled me. Assurance, I realized then, is more than just 
knowledge of some biblical promises or a strong feeling. It also entails an 
exercise of one’s will. By God’s providence, this Christian who gave me this 



prefacexvi

counsel eventually became my wife, and to her and our three daughters this 
book is dedicated.

My fascination with the topic of assurance continued to grow over the 
years. After becoming a pastor, assurance, I realized, is a shared concern not 
only for Christians but also for some seekers as well. It is a popular topic in 
every baptism class. It is preached from the pulpit and discussed in Sunday 
school. My interest in assurance drove me to an academic study of it, first at 
Bethel Seminary in Minnesota, then at Westminster Theological Seminary 
in Pennsylvania, and now at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland.

What exactly is assurance of salvation? What is the best interpretive 
angle to look at assurance? How is assurance understood by noted theolo-
gians and the Reformed confessions and catechisms? How is it described 
by the apostle Paul and the apostle John? How is assurance related to union 
with Christ, the ordo salutis, the sacraments, and Pentecost? This book 
addresses these questions by setting forth a new paradigm—assurance of 
adoption is assurance of salvation. The tenor of the book is that an adop-
tion-centric understanding of assurance, based on union with Christ, most 
comprehensively captures the theological richness of salvation.

Authoring a book is never an individual effort. I especially appreciate 
my wife, Vivian, and our three daughters, Charis, Shulamite, and Eden, for 
their loving support, patience, and encouragement throughout the process 
of writing this book. Charis, in particular, has proofread a significant por-
tion of this work and offered insightful comments, which is a delight to read 
as a father. Together they have taught me what it means to live as a family. 
I would like to thank my sister, Chloe Sun, who first introduced the gospel 
to my family. Thankfulness is also due, of course, to my parents, for their 
unceasing love. 

I want to thank Dr. Lane Tipton for encouraging me to explore the 
adoption-centric understanding of assurance outlined in this book. I thank 
Dr. William Edgar for reading my work and encouraging me with his com-
ments. I also greatly appreciate the encouragement of Drs. Daniel Gurtner, 
Aaron Denlinger, David Garner, Richard Gaffin Jr., Simon Burton, David 
Fergusson, Joel Beeke, David Pao, Sinclair Ferguson, and Kevin DeYoung. 

I would like to thank all the staff at Wipf and Stock for a delightful 
experience in the process of publishing this book. 

Thanks are also due to Pastor Paul Chang and Elder Daniel Luan for 
encouraging me in my theological pursuit. I am also grateful to God for the 
provision of a theological fund that made this study possible. My friend 
Heng Li Chiong has also provided me with useful theological resources, 
for which I am thankful. I would also like to acknowledge Sarah Lin for 
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proofreading an earlier version of this work. The timely help provided by 
Karl Dahlfred, my fellow student at Edinburgh, is also gladly noted.

I appreciate the love and prayers of the brothers and sisters at Mon-
mouth Community Christian Church in New Jersey, whom I had the privi-
lege of shepherding during my study at Westminster Theological Seminary. 
God has also graced me and my family with love and prayers from the saints 
at Rutgers Community Christian Church in New Jersey, Chinese Bible 
Church at College Park in Maryland, Twin City Chinese Christian Church 
and Minnesota Mandarin Christian Church in Minnesota, Atlantic Chinese 
Alliance Church in New Jersey, Oversea Chinese Mission Church in New 
York, Calvary Baptist Church of New Haven in Connecticut, and Chinese 
Evangelical Church in Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Above all, I thank my heavenly Father who loves me with an everlast-
ing love in Christ through the Spirit. He would desire all his children to 
experience this same assurance. I now invite you to journey with me in this 
quest for assurance of adoption.

Chun Tse
School of Divinity, New College 

University of Edinburgh
August 12, 2020
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Chapter 1
Introduction

Assurance of salvation is a subject at least as old as Christianity itself. 
It is a topic pregnant with immense theological as well as pastoral and per-
sonal significance. How can believers be sure whether they are children of 
God? What, exactly, is assurance of salvation? How should one understand 
and interpret assurance? How is it related to justification, adoption, sancti-
fication, perseverance, and glorification? This chapter sheds some light on 
these questions by analyzing assurance from a theological perspective. 

A. WHAT IS THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION?

A person’s understanding of assurance of salvation is a function of that per-
son’s theological tradition. To those who do not believe in the perseverance 
of the saints, assurance, if it exists, is only restricted to present salvation. 
They cannot extrapolate that confidence into the future because, as far as 
they know, salvation can be revoked, perhaps due to some grave sins that 
might be committed later in their lives for which they may not repent. They 
may enlist passages like Heb 6:4–8 as their support. Even those who be-
lieve a person’s salvation, both now and in the future, is eternally secured 
in Christ may still lack personal assurance, especially when they ponder the 
discrepancy between how they live and how they ought to live. They may 
cite a passage like Rom 7:14–25 to justify their doubt. Others believe it is 
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altogether impossible to obtain assurance as it is privileged and classified 
information only God possesses. Their proof text is Deut 29:29.

A person’s understanding of both redemption and salvation also 
shapes that person’s understanding of assurance.1 From a divine perspec-
tive, redemption, rooted in the historia salutis,2 is purposed by the Father 
before creation, accomplished by Christ in his death and resurrection, ap-
plied by the Spirit to believers, and will be consummated by the Triune God 
at the end of the eschatological age.3 From the perspective of the redeemed, 
salvation, with its manifold riches reflected in the ordo salutis,4 is actual-
ized within the overarching framework of union with Christ.5 Believers can 
only participate in the redemptive benefits accomplished by Christ through 
union with him by Spirit-wrought faith alone. It follows that assurance, be-
ing one of the spiritual blessings of salvation, necessarily flows from union 
with Christ. 

A more fundamental question remains, however, regarding the intrin-
sic meaning of assurance of salvation. What is assurance of salvation? The 
simplicity of the question masks its complexity. If one views salvation in 
light of election, then assurance is being sure one is among the elect.6 If 
one regards salvation as chiefly justification, then assurance is tantamount 
to believing in one’s sins having been forgiven.7 If one considers salvation’s 
main thrust as regeneration8 or sanctification,9 then assurance is being sure 
one has been born again and has evidenced the fruit of the Spirit. If one 
understands salvation as adoption, then assurance implies a certainty of 

1. Redemption is not the same as salvation. Redemption is what the Triune God 
needs to accomplish in order to secure the salvation of the elect. Salvation is the undo-
ing of the effects of sin in the elect. Salvation, with its elements laid out in the ordo 
salutis, has a past, present, and future aspect, whereas redemption is rooted in the his-
torical work of Jesus in the historia salutis. Elect are only saved when the Spirit applies 
the redemption accomplished by Christ to them through faith. Believers take no part 
in redemption but are urged to work out their salvation with fear and trembling (Phil 
2:12).

2. This is a Latin term for the history of salvation.
3. The notion that redemption is “planned, accomplished, applied, and consum-

mated” is articulated by Peterson, Adopted by God, 8.
4. This is a Latin term for the order of salvation. For a history of the development of 

this term, see Fesko, Beyond Calvin, 76–102. 
5. The theological concept of “union with Christ” will be discussed at length in 

chapter 7.
6. Eph 1:4; Rom 9:11; 2 Tim 1:9.
7. Rom 3:25–26; 4:5; 8:1; 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21.
8. John 3:3–8; Ezek 36:25–27; Eph 2:4–5; Col 2:13; Titus 3:4–7.
9. Gal 5:22–23; 1 Cor 6:11; 1 Pet 1:5–8.
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one’s status as a child of God.10 If one links salvation to perseverance,11 then 
assurance entails confidence that God will preserve the Christian who will, 
in turn, endure to the end.12 If one views salvation from the vantage point of 
death and glorification, then assurance is trusting that one will go to heaven 
upon death and will receive glorification when Christ returns.13 While each 
perspective above is valid and can find scriptural support, this study argues 
that an adoption-centric understanding of assurance best encompasses the 
manifold theological richness of salvation.

In addition to delineating salvation, the meaning of assurance itself 
calls for a more precise understanding. Is assurance merely an intellectual 
assent to some objective truth about salvation? Is it a feeling, trust, confi-
dence, or knowledge that one will go to heaven? Is assurance personal or is 
there a communal aspect to it? There is, therefore, a definite warrant for a 
more biblically robust understanding of assurance, which is the subject of 
this book.

D. A. Carson defines assurance as a believer’s confidence that “he or 
she is already in a right standing with God, and that this will issue in ulti-
mate salvation.”14 There is a present as well as a future aspect of assurance in 
this definition. A more straightforward definition—assurance is confidence 
of final salvation—is proposed by Robert Peterson.15 J. I. Packer defines as-
sured faith in the New Testament as having a double object: 

First, God’s revealed truth, viewed comprehensively as a prom-
ise of salvation in Christ; second, the believer’s own interest in 
that promise. In both cases, the assurance is correlative to and 
derived from divine testimony.16 

The emphasis here is not so much the present versus the future aspect of 
assurance but the objective versus the subjective basis of it. The objective 
ground of assurance is God’s revealed truth, whereas the subjective basis is 
the believer’s interest in that promise. 

10. Rom 8:14–17; Eph 1:5; John 1:12; Gal 4:5.
11. John 10:28–29; Rom 8:31–39; 1 Cor 1:4–9; Heb 7:25; 1 Pet 1:3–5.
12. Multiple New Testament Scriptures testify to the eternal security of believers: 

John 3:15–16; 5:24; 6:37–39; 10:28–29; Rom 8:31–39; 11:29; 2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:13–14; 
2:8; 4:30; Phil 1:6; Heb 7:25; 13:5; 1 John 5:10–13; Jude 24.

13. 1 Cor 15:50–53; Rom 8:23, 30.
14. Carson, “Reflections on Christian Assurance,” 1–2. 
15. Peterson, Our Secure Salvation, 200.
16. Packer, “Assurance,” 95–96.
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This book defines assurance of salvation in light of adoption, which 
manifests and subordinates to union with Christ.17 Since believers can only 
participate in the redemptive benefits of Christ through union with him 
by Spirit-wrought faith, it follows that assurance, as one of the spiritual 
blessings of salvation, stems from and is under the overarching framework 
of union with Christ.18 Specifically, assurance of salvation, as a redemptive 
benefit flowing from union with Christ, is the true confidence that a person is 
an adopted child of God now and forever.

B. CONTEMPORARY WORKS OF 
ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

Contemporary works on assurance are multitudinous. The following is a 
sampling of writings on this perennial issue, written from the historical, 
exegetical, and theological perspectives. 

Written from the perspective of historical theology, Joel Beeke exam-
ines the views of Reformers and Puritans on assurance. Specifically, he stud-
ies the apparent disparity between “Calvin and the Calvinists” concerning 
whether assurance is of the essence of faith.19 Robert Letham, in his doctoral 
study, delves into the relationship between saving faith and assurance in the 
Swiss, Bucerian, and Genevan Impartation, and also in German Reformed, 
British, and Dutch Reformed theology, ending the study at the Synod of 
Dort.20 Jonathan Master details the history of the development of this doc-
trine after the Westminster Confession.21 Other scholars have written on the 
theology of assurance of noted theologians, such as M. Charles Bell on Cal-
vin and Scottish theologians,22 Randall Zachman on Luther and Calvin,23 

17. As stated in Westminster Larger Catechism A. 69, adoption, like justification 
and sanctification, manifests believers’ union with Christ.

18. Union with Christ is more primary than assurance. A person can say, “I have 
assurance because I am united to Christ,” but it would not be correct to say, “I am united 
to Christ because I have assurance.”

19. Beeke, Assurance of Faith; Beeke, “Faith and Assurance”; Beeke, “Personal As-
surance of Faith”; Beeke, “Calvin and the Calvinists,” 43–71; Beeke, Quest for Full As-
surance; Beeke, Knowing and Growing.

20. Letham, “Saving Faith and Assurance in Reformed Theology.”
21. Master, Question of Consensus.
22. Bell, Calvin and Scottish Theology.
23. Zachman, Assurance of Faith.
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Eric Rivera on William Gouge,24 Mark Noll on John Wesley,25 Richard 
Snoddy on James Ussher,26 and Keith Stanglin on Jacobus Arminius.27 

Written from the vantage point of exegetical and biblical theology, 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones studies the high priestly prayer of Jesus in John 17 in 
which assurance is a dominant theme.28 Christopher Bass argues from the 
First Epistle of John that assurance is grounded in the atoning work of Christ 
but supported by the lifestyle of believers.29 D. A. Carson has surveyed the 
broader corpus of the apostle John’s writings on this topic.30 Robert Gun-
dry31 and Judith Volf32 have written on the theology of assurance of the 
apostle Paul. Thomas Schreiner and Ardel Caneday deal with the warning 
passages in the New Testament on perseverance and assurance.33 Matthew 
Hoskinson34 and Michael Eaton35 attempt to construct a New Testament 
theology of hope and assurance. 

Written from the angle of systematic theology, Louis Berkhof ’s classic 
little book The Assurance of Faith, written in 1938, explores the connection 
between faith and assurance, and the foundation and cultivation of assur-
ance.36 Herman Bavinck, in The Certainty of Faith, presents a philosophical, 
presuppositional, and theological defense of assurance in the Reformed tra-
dition after considering the positions of non-Christians, Roman Catholics, 
Eastern Orthodox, and Protestants.37

Other than the more scholarly publications above, works targeting 
a more popular audience are too numerous to catalog. Among the more 
recent ones include such works by Greg Gilbert,38 Robert Peterson,39 and 

24. Rivera, Christ Is Yours.
25. Noll, “John Wesley and Assurance.”
26. Snoddy, Soteriology of James Ussher, 177–232.
27. Stanglin, Arminius on Assurance.
28. Lloyd-Jones, Assurance of Our Salvation.
29. Bass, That You May Know.
30. Carson, “Johannine Perspectives on Assurance.”
31. Gundry, “Grace, Works, and Staying Saved.”
32. Volf, Paul and Perseverance.
33. Schreiner and Caneday, Race Set Before Us.
34. Hoskinson, Assurance of Salvation.
35. Eaton, No Condemnation.
36. Berkhof, Assurance of Faith.
37. Bavinck, Certainty of Faith.
38. Gilbert, Assured.
39. Peterson, Assurance of Salvation.
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Donald Whitney.40 The constant stream of literature on assurance, at both 
the scholarly and popular level, bespeaks the ever-present interest in and 
significance of this topic.

C. CONTRIBUTION OF THE BO OK

The main contribution of this book is threefold. First, I will present an adop-
tion-centric understanding of assurance. The argument is that adoption, 
more than any other element in the ordo salutis, provides a more compre-
hensive and theologically rich motif in understanding assurance. Most suc-
cinctly, assurance of adoption is assurance of salvation. Past scholarship has 
not sufficiently accentuated this adoption-centric perspective on assurance. 

Second, assurance will be centered explicitly on the theological no-
tion of union with Christ. The historical work of assurance, either during 
the Reformation or beyond, has not positioned assurance explicitly in the 
theological framework of union with Christ.41 For instance, assurance, as 
stated in the Westminster Shorter Catechism A. 36, is a benefit flowing from 
“justification, adoption, and sanctification,” which in turn, in Reformed the-
ology, flows from union with Christ. Assurance, in this sense, is a derived 
benefit of union with Christ rather than a direct benefit. The connection 
between assurance and union with Christ is, in other words, implicit, not 
explicit. However, this study argues that assurance, being one of the benefits 
of salvation, flows directly and explicitly from union with Christ. 

Third, since past scholarship has not listed assurance as an element of 
the ordo salutis, I will, as an exercise in constructive theology, incorporate 
assurance into a novel, modified ordo salutis, taking into account the ex-
istential, judicial, relational, moral, and eschatological dimensions of both 
salvation and assurance. 

D. ORGANIZATION OF THE BO OK

The scope of this book is limited to studying the assurance of new covenant 
believers instead of old covenant saints. As such, the thesis statement I seek 
to defend is: An adoption-centric understanding of assurance, which itself is 

40. Whitney, How Can I Be Sure?
41. Some may argue that a few Puritans, like Richard Sibbes, employ the concept 

of “comfort” as a close synonym for assurance, and the marriage metaphor in the Song 
of Songs as a proxy for union with Christ. See Sibbes, Works of Richard Sibbes, 22–31, 
171–81.
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a redemptive benefit of union with Christ, most comprehensively captures the 
theological richness of salvation. 

This statement has two main parts. It encapsulates, first, an adoptive 
view of assurance. Second, it situates assurance of salvation within the 
framework of union with Christ, which is the fountainhead of all the re-
demptive benefits. 

This book organizes into five parts with two chapters each. Part I, “As-
surance of Adoption,” discusses the complexities of understanding assur-
ance of salvation. After orienting the readers to a theological analysis of 
assurance in the present chapter, we will delineate the linchpin of the book, 
an adoption-centric understanding of assurance of salvation, in chapter 2. 
It examines how assurance connects with other redemptive benefits such as 
regeneration, justification, adoption, sanctification, and glorification. Spe-
cifically, it contrasts the Pauline emphasis on adoption with the Johannine 
stress on the new birth. It then traces the fivefold usage of the exclusively 
Pauline term υἱοθεσία (adoption) and discusses the multidimensional na-
ture of assurance.

Part II, “Historical Analysis,” examines assurance from the perspec-
tive of historical theology and church history. Chapter 3 presents the views 
of Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, John Calvin, William Perkins, and 
John Wesley. Since an adoption-centric understanding of assurance is a 
new paradigm and construct, the purpose of this chapter is not so much 
to defend it but to provide a historical orientation to the topic. Chapter 4 
studies how the Reformed confessions and catechisms in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries approach assurance. The emphasis is on comparing 
the formulations of Heidelberg Catechism and Westminster Confession of 
Faith on assurance, especially on their view of whether assurance is of the 
essence of faith. 

Part III, “Exegetical Analysis,” scrutinizes assurance based on exegeti-
cal and biblical theology. Chapter 5 is an exegetical-theological study of 
Rom 8:12–17, which is the central scriptural locus for an adoption-centric 
understanding of assurance. A detailed exegesis of this critical passage 
demonstrates that assurance of adoption is assurance of salvation. Chapter 
6 delves into a New Testament book written with the express purpose of 
giving its readers assurance of salvation. That book, of course, is 1 John. The 
three well-known cardinal tests of assurance—the tests of belief, righteous-
ness, and love—will be scrutinized, beyond which I will discuss an addi-
tional test—the internal witness of the Spirit. The chapter also compares the 
view of assurance of the apostle John with that of the apostle Paul.

Part IV, “Theological Analysis,” studies assurance from the perspective 
of systematic theology. Chapter 7 establishes the thesis that assurance is a 
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redemptive benefit flowing from union with Christ, which is the organiz-
ing principle of redemptive benefits. It examines how believers’ union with 
the resurrected Christ has borne on the doctrine of assurance. Chapter 8 
explores how assurance is related to the ordo salutis, the sacraments, and the 
Pentecost. In particular, I will incorporate assurance into a novel, modified 
ordo salutis, taking into account the existential, judicial, relational, moral, 
and eschatological dimensions of both assurance and salvation. 

Finally, in Part V, “Pastoral Implications and Conclusion,” I will dis-
cuss some applications of the adoption-centric view of assurance in chapter 
9 and conclude this study in chapter 10. 

At the end of each chapter, starting with chapter 2, comments will be 
made concerning the well-known historical question, “Is assurance of the 
essence of faith?” All Scriptures cited are from the English Standard Version 
(ESV) unless stated otherwise.

E. SUMMARY

A person’s understanding of assurance is a direct function of the corre-
sponding understanding of salvation, which is based on the redemptive 
work of the Triune God and distinguished from it. Assurance is a redemp-
tive benefit of union with Christ, which entails real confidence that a person 
is an adopted child of God now and forever. The next chapter will further 
scrutinize the inherent connection between adoption and assurance.
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