
The Christian Counseling & 
Educational Foundation (CCEF) 
has been at the forefront of the biblical counseling 
movement for more than fifty years with the mission 
to restore Christ to counseling and counseling to the 
church. CCEF teaches people how to explore the wisdom 
and depth of the Bible and apply God’s grace-centered 
message to the problems of daily living.

Buster Bunny is stressed out as he trains for the upcoming 

race—so stressed he tries to bail! Through a true-to-life story 

that includes an intense coach and worried parents, young 

readers will learn to recognize and deal with the stress from 

inside and outside by turning to Jesus for help in trouble.  

Part of the Good News for Little Hearts series, Buster Tries  

to Bail offers concrete, grace-based help for stress.

Nan Powlison loves to write and illustrate children’s books for her friends and 
seven grandchildren. Nan worked with her husband, David, to edit three previous 
books in the Good News for Little Hearts series: Zoe’s Hiding Place, Jax’s Tail 
Twitches, and Gus Loses His Grip.

David Powlison, MDiv, PhD, (1949–2019) was a teacher, counselor, and the 
executive director of the Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation 
(CCEF). He wrote many books and minibooks and was the editor of The 
Journal of Biblical Counseling, as well as several of the Good News for Little 
Hearts children’s books.

Joe Hox was raised on a farm in southern Iowa where he doodled whenever 
he wasn’t spading thistles or bottle-feeding calves. Today he lives in the 
quaint town of Pella with his wife and four children, where they enjoy 
collaborating on creative projects and participating in the annual 
tulip festival. 

Buster Tries to Bail is part of the Good News for Little 
Hearts series, bringing gospel help and biblical counsel 
to families. Based on CCEF’s model of help and hope, 
each story focuses on an animal family’s real-life issues, 
encouraging young readers toward a growing relationship 
with Jesus in the midst of challenging circumstances. 
Each individual story guides parents toward meaningful 
conversations with their kids, based on what Scripture 
has to say about living by faith in everyday life.

By connecting the Bible to issues every child faces 
through vivid illustrations and a story based on a different 
animal family, even the youngest child will be engaged. 
Each story offers practical ways to follow Jesus in difficult 
situations. Instead of a moralistic message, young readers 
are encouraged to develop a real relationship with the 
God who cares for them. 

Buster Tries to Bail, along with all of the Good News for 
Little Hearts books, will become a lifelong gift for parents 
and children, as well as teachers, biblical counselors, and 
anyone hoping to provide concrete, grace-based help for 
young children.

POW
LISON           Buster Tries to Bail



Buster Tries to Bail
DAVID and NAN POWLISON

Editors
JOE HOX 
Illustrator



Story creation by Jocelyn Flenders, a homeschooling 
mother, writer, and editor living in suburban Philadelphia. 
A graduate of Lancaster Bible College with a background 
in intercultural studies and counseling, the Good News for 
Little Hearts series is her first published work for children.
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You will keep  
in perfect peace

all who trust in you,
all whose thoughts  
are fixed on you!

Trust in the Lord always,
for the Lord God  

is the eternal Rock. 

Isaiah 26:3–4



One sunny morning Buster Bunny 
bounced out of his burrow. 

He was determined to beat yesterday’s time—
determined to be the best.

He raced to the woods and back—
over and over again.



Buster’s sister, Ivy, hopped 
out of the burrow and asked,  

“How did it go?  
Any faster today?”

He gasped, “Oh! I have just got to be faster to beat Freddie Fox 
in the county fair race! He’s still faster than me.  I know that 
Coach Clifton will help me. He won coach of the year.”

“Great! Glad you have him on your side,” replied Ivy.



Later that afternoon,  
Buster met Coach for practice.  

“With only two weeks left, we’ve got our work 
cut out for us! You’ve got to give me your very 

best, every practice!” cautioned Coach. 

“I will!”  
promised Buster.



Coach pushed Buster harder and harder.  
He made him stretch further, 
run faster, and train longer.

The more Coach pushed, the more stressed Buster felt. 
He wasn’t sure how he’d survive the next two weeks.

“Do you want Freddie to win?  
Come on, Buster! You’re falling behind!

Faster,
 faster,
  faster!”


