PSALMS

Volume 2



CONTENTS

Abbreviations. ... .ovvenn it et e e xXxVvii
Exposition
BOOK 3.t ittt ittt ittt ettt et e 1
PSalm 73 2
Overview and Structure of Psalm 73 ....................cooiiat 2
SCIIPEUTE Lo v vt e 3
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. ... ... 5
EXPOSIEION oot 6
73:1-12, The Problem: The Shalom of the Wicked.................. 6
73:13-17, The Psalmist’s Struggle. ...t 8
73:18-28, The Solution: Judgment and Salvation.................. 10
Bridge . o ettt 13
PSAlM 74 . oot 13
Overview and Structure of Psalm 74 ..................cooven.., 13
SCIIPEULE .« v v vttt 15
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .. 17
EXPOSItION oo vvv v 18
74:1-11, His ANger SMOKes. . ....o.vvuvrvinirnieiiieaenannen, 18
74:12-17, He Works Salvation .........oovvevnreinnenannennn. 20
74:18-23,He Does Not Forget .................oooiiiia, 22
BIIAgE . v vttt e 23
PSAlIML 75 . o ettt e 24
Overview and Structure of Psalm75 .......................o..e. 24
SCrIPLUIe Lo 25
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. ... .. 26
EXPOSItion ..o 26
75:1 (MT 75:2), Thanksgiving. ...........covrviienieninnnn... 26
75:2-5 (MT 75:3-6), God Speaks Judgment ....................... 27
75:6-9 (MT 75:7-10), Praise for the Cup..............ccovvvnnn... 29
75:10 (MT 75:11), God Speaks Judgment ......................... 30
BrIdgE e v ettt 30
PSalm 76 ... 30
Overview and Structure of Psalm 76 ...............covvvuvnn... 30
SCrIPEUTE L vv vt 31
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. ... .. 32
EXPOSItion .....oovvi 32
76:1-3 (MT 76:2-4), God Known in Zion. .. .......eoveureunnvnn... 32
76:4-6 (MT 76:5-7), Radiant Warrior ..........uoveurenrenneenn.n. 33

76:7-10 (MT 76:8-11), AwfulJudge . ..........covvrvirennenann... 33



76:11-12 (MT 76:12-13), God Fearsome to Foreign Kings. .......... 34

BrIAgE e v e et et 35
PSalM 77 ..o 35
Overview and Structure of Psalm 77 ............................ 35
SCIIPEULE vttt 37
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .. 39
EXPOSILION o oottt 40
77:1-15 (MT 77:1-16), Seeking God in Musing and Remembrance. . . 40
77:15-20 (MT 77:16-21), The Forward-Pointing Past .............. 43
BIIAg . o vt e et e e 44
PSAlM 78 .o 45
Overview and Structure of Psalm 78 .................ovuiin.... 45
SCHPLUTE oo 46
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ... 51
EXPOSItION . vvv v e 52
78:1-16,DoNot Forget ............ooiiiiiiiii i 52
78:17-56, Plagues and Mercy . ........ouveueunerernennrnennennn. 54
78:57-72, Temple and King. . . .....ovuvuninvini e, 59
BrIAgE e v ettt et 61
PSAlM 79 .ttt 62
Overview and Structure of Psalm79 ............................ 62
SCrIPLULE vttt 63
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. ... .. 64
EXPOSItION oo oot 65
79:1-5, The Nations Defiled Jerusalem........................... 65
79:6-9, Judge Them and Forgive Us ..........vvvrvrvrnrnnnnnnn.. 66
79:10-13, They Mock but We Will Praise......................... 68
BrIgE e v vttt 68
Psalm 80 . ...t 69
Overview and Structure of Psalm 80 ..............coouvvnenen... 69
SCIIPLUTE .ttt 70
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. ... .. 72
EXPOSItIoN .. .vve v 72
80:1-3 (MT 80:2-4), Shine Forth ....................oooiioin. 72
80:4-7 (MT 80:5-8), HOW LONG? .+ v v e e eeeeeeeeeiaaeenn 74
80:8-14 (MT 80:9-15), Why?. . ..o euiete e 74
80:15-19 (MT 80:16-20), Son of Man. ............oooeviuunnann. 75
BIIAg . o v ettt e e 77
PSAlM 81 .ottt 78
Overview and Structure of Psalm 81 ..............covuvvnennnn.., 78
SCrPtUre oo 79
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .. 81
EXPOSItION . ovvve v e 81

81:1-5 (MT 81:2-6), Call to Praise .. ...oovveveveeiieaienn 81



81:6-12 (MT 81:7-13), Redemption, Requirement,

Disobedience, EXile .........ovuiiiiiii 83
81:13-16 (MT 81:14-17), Future HOpe .........evvvvrernennnn.s. 84
BIIAge . o vttt 85

PSalm 82 .ottt 86
Overview and Structure of Psalm 82 ..............ovvvveuenn... 86
SCIIPEUTE . e 86
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ... 87
EXPOSItION oo uvv et 87
82:1-2,GodtheJudge ......ovuininii 87
82:3-4, Justice for the Needy ............coviiiiiiiinnnnn.., 89
82:5, Ignorance and Instability ............... ...l 89
82:6-7, Authority and Justice.............coooviiiiiiiii i, 89
82:8,GodtheJudge.......oovvvii 91
BIIAge . v v et e 91

PSAlM 83 ..ottt 92
Overview and Structure of Psalm 83 ................covvvennn... 92
SCIIPLUTE . e 92
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ... 94
EXPOSItION oo .vve e 94
83:1-2 (MT 83:2-3),BeNot Silent .........oovvviiiinninn.n. 94
83:3-5 (MT 83:4-6), The Counsel of the Wicked................... 94
83:6-8 (MT 83:7-9), The Seed of the Serpent ..................... 95
83:9-12 (MT 83:10-13), Historical Precursors. ...........c.oveuv... 95
83:13-15 (MT 83:14-16), Chaff before the Wind................... 95
83:16-18 (MT 83:17-19), Terrify Them for Your Name. ............ 96
BIIAge . o vttt e 96

Psalm 84 ...t 97
Overview and Structure of Psalm 84 ...............covvevenn... 97
SCIIPLUTE . e 98
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ... 99
EXPOSItIoN oo .vv e 100
84:1-4 (MT 84:2-5), Longing to Visit the Temple................. 100
84:5-8 (MT 84:6-9), The Blessings of the Difficult Journey ........ 100
84:9-12 (MT 84:10-13), No Good Thing Does He Withhold ........ 101
BrIdgE e v ettt 103

PSalM 85 ..o 104
Overview and Structure of Psalm 85 ....................ooune. 104
SCrIPEUTE . vv vt 105
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . .. 106
EXPOSItion ... 107
85:1-4 (MT 85:2-5), Past Deliverance as the Basis for a Plea

for Salvation . ........ouvuervtvr i 107

85:5-7 (MT 85:6-8), Questions as the Basis for a Plea
for Salvation . ......ovvevt e 108



85:8-9 (MT 85:9-10), Confidence in God’s Purpose ............... 109
85:10-13 (MT 85:11-14), Lovingkindness and Truth,

Righteousness and Peace .. ........ovvvvvninenennnenen... 109

BIIAg . o v et et et e e 111
PSAlM 86 . .ottt e 111
Overview and Structure of Psalm 86 ............ovvvuvuanannn.. 111
SCHPLUTE oo 112
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . .. 113
EXPOSItIoN . oovvt e 114
86:1-7,Be GracioustoMe.........oviniiiiii i 114
86:8-13, Great Is Your Steadfast Love towardMe ................ 115
86:14-17,Be Gracious tOMe. .. oo vv ettt it et 117

53 4 o= 117
Psalm 87 ..o 117
Overview and Structure of Psalm 87 ...........covvuinininn... 117
SCIIPEULE vt 118
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . .. 119
EXPOSIEION .o 119
BrIAgE . v e et e e e 120
Psalm 88 ...t 121
Overview and Structure of Psalm 88 ............cvvuvvenannn.. 121
SCrIPEULE vttt 122
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . . 124
EXPOSILION oo oot 124
88:1-6 (MT 88:1-7), Near Death All Day Cry forHelp ............. 124
88:7-12 (MT 88:8-13), Under Wrath All Day Plea for Mercy ....... 127
88:13-18 (MT 88:14-19), Morning Darkness All Day Cry for Help. .. 129

5§ o= 130
PSalM B .ottt 130
Overview and Structure of Psalm 89 ............ovvvuvrenannn.. 130
SCIIPLUTE vt 134
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . .. 138
EXPOSItion . ..vvv i 139
89:1-4 (MT 89:2-5), Forever Faithful Love to David .............. 139
89:5-16 (MT 89:6-17), The Saving Power of God ................. 141
89:17-37 (MT 89:18-38), God’s Covenant with David ............. 144
89:38-48 (MT 89:39-49), The Rejecting Wrath of God. ............ 146
89:49-52 (MT 89:50-53), Where Is Your Faithful Love to David? ... 148
BIIAg . o ettt e 149
707+ S 151
PsalMm 90 . ...ttt 152
Overview and Structure of Psalm 90 ............ccovvuvnenannn.. 152
SCIIPLUTE .ttt 153

Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . . 154



EXPOSItION ..o
90:1-2, Everlasting God. . . .....oovii i
90:3-6, Return to Dust, Transient Man ...............ovvuunnnn.
90:7-11, Consumed and Terrified by God’s Wrath................
90:12, Teach Us aHeart of Wisdom. . .............c.covvvininn..
90:13-16, Return, O Lord, and Give Joy ..........o.vvuerninnn..
90:17, Establish the Work of OurHands. ......................t.
BIIAgE . v e v et e e e e
PSAlM O Lottt e
Overview and Structure of Psalm 91 ...........................
SCrIPEUre . vv v
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..

EXPOSItion ..o
91:1-2, He Who Dwells in the Shadow of the Almighty ...........
91:3-8, You Will Have Refuge, Deliverance, Victory..............
91:9-13, You Will Have Refuge, Deliverance, Victory.............
91:14-16, Yahweh Will Deliver, Glorify, and Satisfy Him..........
BrIdgE e v ettt
PSAlM 92 .ttt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 92 ...........................
SCIIPEUTE L\ v vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItIoN ....oovuvii
92:1-3 (MT 92:2-4), Praise for God’s Lovingkindness and Truth . ..
92:4-5 (MT 92:5-6), Praise for God’s Works and Counsels .........
92:6-9 (MT 92:7-10), The Wicked Chaff before the Wind..........
92:10-11 (MT 92:11-12), The Anointed, Triumphant Horn ... .....
92:12-15 (MT 92:13-16), The Righteous Trees in the Temple. ... ..
BrIAgE e v vttt
PSalM O3 .ttt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 93 ...........................
SCIIPEUTE .\ vttt e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItioN ..vvvvv
BrIAgE e v ettt
PSalM 04 .t
Overview and Structure of Psalm 94 ...........................
SCIIPEUTE L\ v vttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion . ..vvvune
94:1-3, Confidence and a Question..........coovvevvnreennnnnn.
94:4-7, The Arrogance of the Wicked Killers ....................
94:8-11, The Lord Sees, Hears, and KNows ..............ovve.nn.
94:12-15, The Lord Teaches and Will Not Forsake ...............

94:16-19, The Lord’s Help and Consolation .....................



94:20-23, A Question and Confidence .............coovvvinvi.an.
BrIAgE . v e et
PSalm 05 L
Overview and Structure of Psalm 95 ............oovvuvninnnn...
SCIIPEULE . .vv e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSILION o oo vt
95:1-5, Praise to the Saving God for His Exalted Status...........
95:6-7b, Praise to the Creating God for Shepherding His People. . .
95:7c-11, Do Not Harden Your Hearts Like the Wilderness
Generation .........iiiiiiiiii i e
BrIAgE e v v ettt
PSalM 96 ... v ettt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 96 ............c.oovvvninannn..
SCIIPEUTE vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion ....vvuue i
96:1-6, Sing to Yahweh Because of WhoHeIs...................
96:7-10, Let All Nations Ascribe Glory to Yahweh................
96:11-13, Let Creation Celebrate the Righteous Judge............
BIIAgE . o et e ettt e
PSalMm 97 oot
Overview and Structure of Psalm 97 ................coovviunn.,
SCrPLUIe .o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItION . ovvv e
97:1-6, The Lord of Sinai ComestoReign .................oou.n..
97:7-9, Idolaters Shamed and Believers Rejoiced ................
97:10-12, Hate Eviland Love Yahweh ..........................
BrIAgE e v e ettt
PSalm 98 .ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 98 .....................ooout
SCrIPLULE et e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSILION o oo vt
98:1-3, The Worldwide Display of Salvation.....................
98:4-6, Cause a ShouttoYahweh ....................cooiiat.

SCrPtUIe .o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItioN ..o v
99:1-3, Yahweh is Holy in His Reign. .. ...........ooooeviiinat



99:4-5, Worship Yahweh Who Is Holy in Justice .................
99:6-9, Worship Yahweh Who Is Holy in Forgiveness ............
BIIAgE . o v ve ettt e
PSAlM 100 . . ettt ettt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 100 ..............covvvunnn..
SCrIPLULe ..t
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItioN .o .vv e
BIIAgE . o v ettt e
PSAlM 100 .. ettt ettt e e
Overview and Structure of Psalm 101 .............ovvvvnvnnnn..
SCrPtUre .o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion . ..vven
101:1-2, Praise and Integrity Embraced ........................
101:3-5,Evil Rejected ...ovovueniii
101:6-8, Policies Applied. .. ......ovvuiireniii
BrIAgE e v ettt
Psalm 102 ..ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 102 .............ovvneuinnn..
SCIIPEUTE vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion ....oovuuui i
102:1-11 (MT 102:1-12), A Prayer of One Afflicted ...............
102:12-17 (MT 102:13-18), Yahweh Enthroned Forever ..........
102:18-22 (MT 102:19-23), Written for a Future Generation. . .....
102:23-28 (MT 102:24-29), Cut Off and Everlasting...............
BrIgE e v v ettt
Psalm 103 ..ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 103 .................ovvennn.,
SCrIPLUTe .t
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItioNn . ..vvv e
103:1-5, Bless Yahweh. . ......oovvninni i
103:6-14, What Yahweh Does ..o,
103:15-18, How Quickly Man Passes. ............oeuvrnennen....
103:19-22,Bless Yahweh. . ...
BIIAgE . o et e et et e
PSalM 104 . ..o ottt

SCrPtUIe .o e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion .....vnui
104:1-4, Bless Yahweh the Creator....................cooiuune
104:5-9, Landand Sea..........ovvvuiiiiiiiiiiiii



104:10-13, Streams of Water ....ovvvvnnt e 237

104:14-18, Abundant Provisionand Life . ....................... 238
104:19-23, Mo0n and SUN . . ..o vvetetnetee e 238
104:24-30, Land and Sea, Dust of Death, Made New .............. 239
104:31-35, Bless Yahweh inGlory...................cooointt. 240
53§ o= 241
PSAlM 105 . . ettt e 241
Overview and Structure of Psalm 105 .......................... 241
SCIIPEUTE . .vv et 242
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . . 245
EXPOSItion . ..vvvuue 246
105:1-7, Seed of Abraham Called toPraise ..............c.vvn.n. 246
105:8-11, The Covenant with Abraham......................... 247
105:12-15, The Sojourning Patriarchs.......................... 247
105:16-23, Descent intO EGypt......oovvvvvinvvnininnennnn, 248
105:24-25, Fruitful and Hated in Egypt .........c.ovvuninninn.t 249
105:26-38, Exodus from Egypt......vvvervinirnienienenn. 249
105:39-41, The Sojourning Nation ..............c.ceveueunen.... 249
105:42, The Covenant with Abraham........................... 250
105:43-45, Praise from Those Who TookthelLand ............... 250
BIIAg . o v et e ettt 250
PSAlM 106 ..ttt ettt et e e 251
Overview and Structure of Psalm 106 .......................... 251
SCPLUIE o 252
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . .. 256
EXPOSItIoN . ..vvve 257
106:1-5, Praise and Plea for Deliverance........................ 257
106:6-12, The Red Sea and Israel’s Sin..............covvvuvvnn.n. 257
106:13-18, Desire in the Wilderness and Dathan and Abiram...... 259
106:19-23, The Golden Calf. .............coiiiiiii . 260
106:24-27, The Bad Report of the Spies...........ovvvvninn... 260
106:28-33, Baal Peor and Meribah ............................. 261
106:34-46, Canaan’s Conquest of Israel ......................... 262
106:47-48, Praise and Plea for Deliverance...................... 263
5§ e = 263
BOOK 5. ottt e e 265
PSAlM 107 .\ttt et e 266
Overview and Structure of Psalm 107 ....................cvuue 266
SCrIPLULe . .vv i 267
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . .. 270
EXPOSILION oo oot 271
107:1-3, Let the Redeemed Say SO . ......vvvvvvnvnvnineninnn... 271
107:4-9, The Hungry and Lost Get Direction and Provision ....... 271

107:10-16, The Imprisoned and Rebellious Humbled and Freed . .. 272



107:17-22, The Sinful and Dissatisfied Healed and Thankful ...... 273

107:23-32, The Storm-tossed Sea Calmed and Safe Arrival........ 274
107:33-38, Yahweh Transforms the Land and Blesses the People ... 274
107:39-43, Let the Wise Attend and Consider. ................... 275
BIIdge . o ettt e 276
PSalm 108 . .ottt et e 276
Overview and Structure of Psalm 108 ................covvuvnnn.. 276
SCIIPEULE v vttt e 278
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . .. 279
EXPOSItIoN .. vvv v 280
108:1-4 (MT 108:2-5), Praise for Yahweh ....................... 280

108:5-6 (MT 108:6-7), Yahweh'’s Glory and Israel’s Deliverance. . . . 281
108:7-9 (MT 108:8-10), Yahweh’s Ownership and Conquest of

theLand. ..ot 281
108:10-13 (MT 108:11-14), David’s Plea for God to Give Victory ... 281
BIIAge . o ettt e 281

PSalm 100 . .ttt 282
Overview and Structure of Psalm 109 ...............ccovvuvnnn.. 282
SCrIPLUTE .. 283
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . . 285
EXPOSItIoNn .. .vvv v 285
109:1-5, Be Not Silent against Their Talk ....................... 285
109:6-15, An Imprecation against Him ......................... 286
109:16-20, He Cursed Rather ThanBlessed. ..................... 288
109:21-25, APetition FOr Me . ...vvveeiie it 288
109:26-31, APleaforHelp ........oovvvivinininninnnnnn, 289
BIIAgE . o e ve et e e 289

PSAlM 110 . .ttt ettt e e 289
Overview and Structure of Psalm 110 ............cvvvvenn.nn.. 289
SCripture ..o 290
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . . 291
EXPOSItION .o .vv et 292
110:1, The King Enthroned. .............. ..., 292
110:2, Authority to Reign Granted .................coooiiin... 292
110:3, The Day Of POWET . ..o vveeeeeee e eeeeeaeean 293
110:4, The Priest Installed ............coviviniiiiian. 294
110:5, The Dayof Wrath ............ooviii 295
110:6, Authority to Reign Executed ............covvvvvnininen... 296
110:7, Refreshed by the Waters and Head Raised ................ 296
BrIgE e v vttt 297

L1 ' T 297
Overview and Structure of Psalm 111 .............coovvinnnnn.. 297
SCIIPEUTE .ttt 298

Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . . 299
EXPOSItion . ..vvvvn i 300



111:1, The Praise of the Righteous ..................cocoien....
111:2-3, Yahweh’s Works: Splendor and Majesty ................
111:4-6, Exodus, Covenant,Land .............c.ovviriinnnnennn.
111:7-8, Yahweh’s Works: Truth and Faithfulness ...............
111:9-10, The Praise of the Righteous ........................0.
BrIAgE e v ettt
Psalm 112 ..ttt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 112 . ......ovvvvininenannn.,
SCIIPEUTE vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItION .. v v
112:1-2, The Blessed Man and His Blessed Seed .................
112:3-4, Provision and Hope for the Righteous..................
112:5-6, The Generous, StableMan .............c.ovvevinvennn.
112:7-8, Fearless, Trusting, and Triumphant....................
112:9, Generous, Righteous, and Exalted........................
112:10, The Individual and Collective Wicked ...................
53 4 o=
Psalm 113 ..t
Overview and Structure of Psalm 113 . .........oovuvninennnn..
SCIIPEULE vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSition ..o
113:1-3, Praise the Name of Yahweh ...........................
113:4-6, Yahweh Exalted over All. .............coovini i s,
113:7-9, Yahweh Liftsup the Lowly ...................oooia.t.
BIIAgE . o v et e et e
Psalm 114 .. o

SCIPLUIEe oo
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion .....vvuui
11451, EXOAUS. + vttt ettt e et et e e s
114:2, Yahweh’s Presenceand Rule ..................covenn...
114:3-4, Reaction of Sea, Jordan, Mountains, Hills ...............
114:5-6, Reaction of Sea, Jordan, Mountains, Hills ...............
114:7, Yahweh’s PresenceandRule ..................covieu.n.
114:8, Wilderness . ......vvueirie i e
Bridge . ..ottt
PSaAlm 105 .ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 115 ............oviniin.n..
SCIIPLULE o v e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion ..o
115:1, Glory to Yahweh’sName................cooviininin....



115:2, The Nations Taunt God’s People .........ovvvvuvrnrnnnn.
115:3, God Is in the Heavens Doing as He Pleases ................
115:4-8, Men Make LifelessIdols ............ccvviuiininni.nn.
115:9-11, Trust Yahweh ........ ... i
115:12-15, Yahweh, the Maker, Remembers and Blesses..........
115:16, Heavens Belong to Yahweh, Who Gives Earth toMan ... ..
115:17, The Dead Do Not Praise Yahweh ......................t.

BIIAgE . o v vttt e
PSAIM 116 . o\ttt ettt et
Overview and Structure of Psalm 116 .....................c.....
SCIIPLULE .t
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItIoN .. .vve v
116:1-2,Lovefor Yahweh. ...
116:3-6, Distress and Plea Based on God’s Character .............
116:7-11, Deliverance fromDeath ..............covvivii. ...
116:12-14, Lifting up the Cup of Salvation ......................
116:15-18, Response Based on God’s Character..................
116:19, Praise for Yahweh ...
BIIAgE . o v e ve ettt e e
PSAlM d07 o ettt

SCrPtUre .o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion .....vvuui
BrIdge . . vttt
PSalM 118 ...ttt

SCrPtUre .o e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion ...ovvvuei
118:1-4, Praise the Lord for His Lovingkindness.................
118:5-7, Trust in the Time of DiStress .........cvvvvivrinnrenn.n.
118:8-9, Better Refuge in Yahweh .......................... ...
118:10-12, Surrounding Nations Cut Off ........................
118:13-18, Yahweh Strengthand Psalm ........................
118:19-21, Triumphant Returnto Zion . ........................
118:22-23, Yahweh’s Marvelous Cornerstone ...................
118:24-25, Hosanna on the Day of Joy........o.vvueuvinennen....
118:26-29, Praise the Lord for His Lovingkindness...............
BrIAgE e v e ettt e
Psalm 110 .. ettt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 119 ..........................
SCrIptUre ..o



Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion ...ovvee
8 119:1-8, The Blessed Way of Life...........oovvvuvninnnnnn..,
1119:9-16, Desire for the Blessed Way ............coovvvninnn..
3119:17-24, The Psalm 2 Enemies and Psalm 1 Counselors. .......
7 119:25-32, My Heart Is Narrow; Make It Wide .................
71 119:33-40, Teach My Heart and Remove Obstacles .............
1119:41-48, Save Me and I Will Testify .........................
1119:49-56, I Remember Torah though the Wicked Forsake 1t .. ..
1 119:57-64, I Repent and Sing against the Night................
v 119:65-72, God’s Goodness Even in Affliction..................
*119:73-80, Steadfast Love and Mercy, Not Shame...............
2119:81-88, HOWLONG? ... ovieiiiiiiii e
5119:89-96, Your Word Is Fixed Forever ................ovuv...
1 119:97-104, I Love Torah and Hate False Ways.................
1119:105-112, The Lamp and the Snares........................
0 119:113-120, I Love Torah and Hate the Double-minded........
v 119:121-128, Steadfast Love for Your Servant .................
9 119:129-136, Testimonies of Wonders and Established Steps ... ..
¥ 119:137-144, You Are Righteous and [ Am Small ...............
7 119:145-152, 1 Call; Hear My VOICE ... v vvee e
1119:153-160, Vindicate Me, for I Love Your Precepts ...........
W 119:161-168, Chieftains Persecute; Shalom Abounds............
n119:169-176, My Need: Your Help...........ooviuninenen..,
2§ T =
PSalm 120 ..ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 120 ..........................
SCrIptUre ..o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItION ..o
120:1-2, Distress and Plea. ......o.vvvinivn i
120:3-4, A Taunt for the Enemy ...........cooovvnvneinnnn...
120:5-6, Impatience with Exile .....................cooiin..n.
120:7, Shalom and Conflict. ............ccooovviiinienen....
BIIAgE . v v oottt
PSalm 121 ..ttt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 121 ........oovvvnvnvnenannn.,
SCIIPEUTE ..ttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion ....oouuii
121:1-2, Yahweh's Help. ..o vov oo
121:3-4, Neither Slumber nor Sleep............coovvviviiin...
121:5-6, Night and Day Shade .................... ...,
121:7-8, Kept from All Evil Forever .................cooeoen....
Bridge . ..ot



PSAlM 122 . ottt

Overview and Structure of Psalm 122 ...........coovvnininnn.,
SCIIPLUTE .t
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItION . .v v
122:1-2, ToJerusalem . .......oueuneeni it
122:3—4, FOr PraiSe ..o v ettt ettt et e e e
122:5, The Davidic Throne of Justice ............ovvvrienivnn.n.
122:6-7, Pray for Shalom ...
122:8-9, Love for Neighbor and the Lord .......................
BrIAgE . . e v vttt

PSAlM 123 Lttt

Overview and Structure of Psalm 123 .............coovvvuinnn..
SCIIPEUTE .ttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion .. .vvv i
BrIAgE e v vttt

PSAlM 124 . ottt

Overview and Structure of Psalm 124 ...............coovuvnnn..
SCIIPLUTE .ttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion .. .vvv i
BrIgE e v vttt

PSAlM 125 . ettt et

Overview and Structure of Psalm 125 ...........covvuvnininnn..
SCIIPEUTE .ttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion . ..vvvn
BrIAgE e v vttt

PSAIM 126 . ottt ettt et e

Overview and Structure of Psalm 126 .............coovvvuennn..
SCIIPEUTE et e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItioN .. vvvvi i
BrIgE e v ettt

PSAIM 127 oottt

Overview and Structure of Psalm 127 ...................ooine
SCIIPEUTE .ttt e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion ....vvuuui
BrIAgE e v ettt

PSAlM 128 . ittt

Overview and Structure of Psalm 128 ........................e
SCIIPEUTE .ttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..



EXPOSILION o oot
BrIAgE . v e et
PSAlM 129 ..ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 129 ..........................
SCrIPLULE vttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSILION o oottt
BIIAgE . v v vt e ettt
PSAlM 130 . . ettt e
Overview and Structure of Psalm 130 ......................o.
SCrIPEULe vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSILION o oot
BIIAgE . v vt e ettt e
Psalm 131 ...
Overview and Structure of Psalm 131 ................c..conee...
SCrIPLULe vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..

EXPOSILION oo oot
BIIAgE . v et e et e e
PSalM 132 ..t
Overview and Structure of Psalm 132 .................oovenns,
SCrIPLUIe .ot
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion . ..vvve e
132:1, Remember David’s Affliction ...............cooovvnn...
132:2-5, David SworeanOath ................... .. ... ...
132:6-9, People and Yahweh to Zion .................... ...,
132:10-17, Yahweh SworeanOath..............covviiuinvinan.
132:18, Shame and HONOT . . .. v vt ot ee et et
BIIAgE . o v vt et et e e
Psalm 133 ..o e
Overview and Structure of Psalm 133 ..........................
SCrIPLUre .ot

Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSILION o oottt
BIIAgE . v v vt e ettt e e
Psalm 134 . ...ooii
Overview and Structure of Psalm 134 ..........................
SCrIPLULe vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion . ..vvve
BIIAgE . v v et e ettt e
Psalm 135 ...
Overview and Structure of Psalm 135 ...............coovvne....



SCrIPLUTE ..
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion .....vvuui
BIIAge . o vttt
Psalm 136

SCrIPLUTE .
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItIoON .o .vv v
136:1-3, Praise. . ..oovvvnii i
136:4-9,For Creation...........oovvviiiiiiiniiininnenns
136:10-16, For the Exodus, Red Sea, and Wilderness ...........
136:17-22, For the Conquest ........ovvvuvininiiiinanan...
136:23-25, For Present Deliverance ..............ovvvvnnvn...
136:26, Praise. .. ..vvvv v
BIIAge . o vt et
Psalm 137
Overview and Structure of Psalm 137 ......................u.
SCrPtUre .o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItION .o .vv v
137:1-2, Exiles Weeping inBabylon..........................
137:3-4, Babylonian Taunts . ..........c.vviuvienninennen..
137:5-6, If [ Forget Jerusalem. . ............ovuvininnenennan..
137:7, Edomite TAUNES. .. oottt et et eei et eeieens
137:8-9, The Blessed Conqueror of Babylon...................
BIIAge . o ettt e
Psalm 138

SCripture ..o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion .....vvuui
138:1-2a, David’s Praise ..........c.oovvuvinirniienninennin..
138:2b, Yahweh’s Name and Character .......................
138:3, Yahweh Emboldens David. .............covvvvvnnnnn...
138:4-5, The Kings of the Earth Praise Yahweh................
138:6, Yahweh’s Name and Character ........................
138:7-8, David’s Confidence...............cooovviniininin.
Bridge. .o
Psalm 139
Overview and Structure of Psalm 139 ........................
SCrPtUIe .o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion ...ovvvnei
139:1-3, Searched, Known, Aims, and Ways...................



139:4, Every WOrd KNOWI . ...vvvuvieeiieieiaeenenn.
139:5-6, Wonderful Knowledge. ...............coovviiiin.. ..
139:7-12, God Inescapably Everywhere.........................
139:13-15, Wonderfully Made Wonderful Works ................
139:16, Every Day Known . ...,
139:17-24, Aims, Search, Know, Ways ............couvenernen....
53 4 o=
Psalm 140 . ..ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 140 . ........ovvvuvnenenannn..
SCIIPEULE vttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSILION o oot
140:1-3 (MT 140:2-4), Deliver ........ooveiiniinniineennn..
140:4-5 (MT 140:5-6), PLOteCt + v v vt vt eee ettt eeeaeaeans
140:6-8 (MT 140:7-9), Yahweh Strength and Shield..............
140:9-11 (MT 140:10-12), JUSEICE. « v v vt v v veveeeeeeeaeeaen
140:12-13 (MT 140:13-14), Confidence ..............c..cveunn..
53 4 o=
Psalm 141 ..ot
Overview and Structure of Psalm 141 . .......ovvvvvnenenannn.,
SCIIPEUTE vttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion .....oovuii
141:1-2, PrayertoBe Heard . ..........c.vvniinininianen..n.
141:3-4,Keep Me from Sin. . ....ovvuvunininininnaeaenenn,
141:5-6, Welcoming Righteous Reproof ........................
141:7-8,Keep Me fromDeath ................coiviiiiinin...
141:9-10, PrayertoBeKept ...
BrIAgE e v et e e
Psalm 142 ..o
Overview and Structure of Psalm 142 . ........ovvvninenannn.,
SCIIPEUTE .ttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItION ..o ovv e
142:1-2 (MT 142:2-3), Distress Declared to Yahweh..............
142:3-4 (MT 142:4-5), No Place toHide ...............c.oooeea...
142:5-7 (MT 142:6-8), You Are My Refuge ......................
BIIAg . o v et e ettt
Psalm 143 ..o

SCHPLUTE .o
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSItion .....ovuui
143:1-2, The Lord’s Servant Knows the Lord’s Character .........
143:3-4, The One at Enmity and David’s Fainting Spirit...........



143:5-6, David Remembers and Meditates Like a Weary Land ... ...
143:7-8, David Calls Yahweh to Answer, Not Hide His Face .......
143:9-10, The Ones at Enmity and Yahweh'’s Good Spirit .........
143:11-12, The Lord’s Servant Knows the Lord’s Character . ......
Bridge . .ot
PSAlM 144 . .ttt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 144 ...................cc.oue..
SCIIPEULE v vttt e
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItION ..v v
144:1-2,Blessed Be Yahweh. ... ...

144:5-8,Set Me Free . ..o e e
144:9-11, ANew Song to the Savior ...........covvvvvivninen...
144:12-15, Blessed the People Whose God Is Yahweh. ............
BIIAge . o ettt e
PSAlM 145 . ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 145 ...............covvuvnnn..
SCrIPLUTE ..
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItIoNn .. .vvv v
145:1, Praise and Bless the Name Forever..............c.o..vuu..
145:2-3, Highand Low. .. ....ooovee
145:4-7, Generation to Generation, Splendor of Glory............
145:8-9, EXOAUS 34:6=7 vt vvveteteteetetaataenannnenenens
145:10, All Your Works Will Praise and Bless You................
145:11-13, Kingdom of Glory from Generation to Generation ... ..
145:14-20, Highand Low ..........ooviiiiiiiiiiniiennen....
145:21, Praise and Bless the Name Forever.............oovve....
BrIAgE . v ettt
PSAIM 146 . o\t ettt et et e e
Overview and Structure of Psalm 146 ..................covoun..
SCIIPLULE vttt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSILION o oottt
146:1-2, Hallelujah, Praise Yahweh ............................
146:3-4, Princes: Unworthy of Trust ...........oovvvivnvnen...
146:5-7a, Blessed Are Those Who Trust the Maker...............
146:7b-9, Yahweh: Worthy of Trust...............oooviniiin...
146:10, Hallelujah, Yahweh Reigns.................. ...,
BrIAgE e v ettt
PSAIM 147 . ettt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 147 ...............covvvvn...
SCIIPEUTE vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..



EXPOSILION o oot
147:1,Hallelujah. . ...
147:2-9, Sovereign Builder of Jerusalem........................
147:10-11, What Pleases Yahweh ................. .. ... ...
147:12-18, Sovereign Giver of Safety and Shalom................
147:19-20, Hallelujah. ..............ooo
BrIAgE e v e et
PSAlM 148 . .ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 148 ..........................
SCIIPEULE vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ...
EXPOSILION o oot
148:1a, Hallelujah. ...
148:1b-6, Praise Yahweh from the Heavens.....................
148:7-14c, Praise Yahweh from the Earth.......................
148:14d, Hallelujah. ......... ...
BrIAgE e v vttt
PSalM 140 . .ottt
Overview and Structure of Psalm 149 ..........................
SCIIPEUTE vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . . .
EXPOSItion . ..vvvue i
149:1a, Hallelujah. ...
149:1b-3, Praise Yahweh ........ccoviiiii i,
149:4, Yahweh Beautifies with Salvation........................
149:5, Let Them Exult .....oveoi e
149:6, To Praise and Fight. ...........cooviiiiiiiiniiian...
149:7-9b, TODO JUSEICE v vt vt eteeeee e eeeeieaeenes
149:9¢, Hallelujah. ...
BrIAge . v e et e
PSAlM 150 . .ttt ettt e e
Overview and Structure of Psalm 150 ..........................
SCrIPEULE vt
Context: Verbal and Thematic Links with Surrounding Psalms. . ..
EXPOSILION o oot
150:1a, Hallelujah. ...
150:1b-2, Praise for God .. ....vvvrvi e
150:3-5, Praise God with Instruments ..........................
150:6, Hallelujah. ...
53§ o=

Bibliography. ...t e

SCripture INdeX ... vvvvie ittt ittt eieee e,



EXPOSITION

BOOK 3

At the end of Book 2, “The prayers of David the son of Jesse are completed”
(Ps 72:20). Psalm 72’s superscription “Of Solomon,” and the fact that after
Book 2 only one psalm contains historical information in its superscrip-
tion (Ps 142, whereas twelve psalms in Books 1 and 2 had these), join
together to suggest that when we move into Book 3 we move past David’s
life into the reign of those who descended from him. This impression is
strengthened by the move away from psalms ascribed to David. Whereas
fifty-five of Psalms 1-72 are “Of David,” only one Psalm in Book 3 (Ps 86)
and two in Book 4 are ascribed to him (Pss 101 and 103). And then there is
the content of the psalms of Book 3: Psalms 74 and 79 describe attacks on
the temple, and Ps 89 seems to respond to its destruction when Babylon
conquered the city and dethroned the Davidic king.

We have seen how psalms at the seams of the books have engaged Pss 1
and 2, and Ps 89 interacts in particular with Ps 2. Just as Ps 2 rehearsed the
2 Sam 7 promises to David, so Ps 89 deals with the covenant Yahweh made
with David as narrated in that passage. Psalm 2 recounts Yahweh'’s decla-
ration, “My son are you, I, today, have begotten you,” before rehearsing
Yahweh'’s promise that his son would inherit and possess the ends of the
earth (2:7-8). Similarly, Ps 89 has the son crying out “My father are you”
(89:26 [MT 89:27]), with Yahweh promising to “give him as the firstborn,
the most high of the kings of earth” (89:27 [MT 89:28]).

In addition to engaging the beginning of the Psalter (the links with
Ps 2), Psalm 89 also recalls the end of Book 3 by means of its interaction
with themes from Ps 72. The prayer in Ps 72 entails oppressors being
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crushed (837, 72:4), and Ps 89:23 has Yahweh promising to crush his
foes (nn2). The prayer in 72:8 is for the son to reign “from sea to sea, and
from the river to the ends of the earth,” and in 89:25 (MT 89:26) Yahweh
promises, “I will put his hand on the sea, and on the river his right hand.”
Both Pss 72 and 89 indicate that the king from David’s line will reign as
long as the moon continues to shine (72:5; 89:37 [MT 89:38]). Standing
at the end of books, 72 and 89 both conclude with doxologies (72:18-19;
89:52 [MT 89:53]).

For the literary structure of Books 2 and 3, see “The Literary Structure
and Meaning of the Psalter” in the introduction. For the flow of thought
in Pss 73-89, see the “Context” section on each psalm in this unit.

Psalm 73

OVERVIEW AND STRUCTURE OF PsALM 73

The movements in thought in Ps 73 seem to be marked out by the psalm’s
three instances of the particle &, which I have rendered “surely” at 73:1,
13, and 18 (CSB renders “indeed” at 73:1 and 18 but leaves the instance
at 73:13 untranslated; ESV is similar with “truly” at 73:1 and 18 but &
untranslated at 73:13).! Cole argues persuasively that Ps 73 is linked by
key words (see below) with Ps 72 and responds to the absence of what is
prayed for there.?

The psalm opens with an affirmation of God’s goodness to Israel (73:1),
but the psalmist explains how he almost stumbled over the prosperity of
the wicked (73:2-12). His explanation of how he almost stumbled in 73:2
opens with 181, “But as for me.” The psalm then closes with an affirmation
of God’s goodness to the psalmist personally, a phrase that also begins
with 1R, “But as for me” (73:28).

In Ps 73:1-12 the psalmist reflects on how he was tempted when he
beheld the shalom of the wicked. He then relates in 73:13-17 how he was
tempted to betray God’s people by envying the wicked, until he entered
God’s holy places and perceived the end that awaits the enemies of God.
Psalm 73 concludes in 73:18-28 with a resolution of the problem that

! Robert L. Cole, The Shape and Message of Book III (Psalms 73-89), JSOTSup 307 (Sheffield:
Sheffield Academic, 2000), 17; Frank-Lothar Hossfeld and Erich Zenger, Psalms 2: A
Commentary on Psalms 51-100, Hermeneia (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005).

2 Cole, Shape and Message of Book I1I, 15-27.
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tempted the psalmist in the opening section, describing the destruction
of the wicked and the goodness of God’s presence.?

73:1-12, The Problem: The Shalom of the Wicked
73:13-17, The Psalmist’s Struggle
73:18-28, The Solution: Judgment and Salvation

SCRIPTURE
CSB

A psalm of Asaph.

1God is indeed good to Israel,

to the pure in heart.

?But as for me, my feet almost slipped;
my steps nearly went astray.

For [ envied the arrogant;

I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

“They have an easy time until they die,

and their bodies are well fed.

°They are not in trouble like others;

they are not afflicted like most people.

Therefore, pride is their necklace,

and violence covers them like a
garment.

"Their eyes bulge out from fatness;

the imaginations of their hearts run
wild.

8They mock, and they speak
maliciously;

they arrogantly threaten oppression.

°They set their mouths against
heaven,

and their tongues strut across the
earth.

Therefore his people turn to them

and drink in their overflowing words.

" The wicked say, “How can God
know?

Does the Most High know everything?”

2Look at them—the wicked!

Author’s translation

! A Psalm of Asaph.

Surely God is good to Israel, to the
pure of heart.

2But as for me, my feet almost rolled;
like nothing my steps were poured
out,

* for I envied the boastful. I saw the
shalom of the wicked:

* for there are no bonds to their
death, and fat is their belly.

> In the trouble of man they have no
part, and with man they are not
plagued.

¢ Therefore his necklace is majesty; a
garment of violence covers them.

7 Their eye goes out from fatness; the
imaginations of the heart cross
over.

® They mock and speak in evil.
Oppression from on high they
speak.

* They have set their mouth against
the heavens, and their tongue
walks the earth.

10 Therefore his people return here,
and the full waters are drained out
for them.

1 And they said, “How does God
know? And is there knowledge with
the Most High?”

2 Behold, these are the wicked, and
the ones at ease of the age:

* For the use of Ps 73 in Job, see Will Kynes, My Psalm Has Turned into Weeping: Job’s Dialogue
with the Psalms, BZAW 437 (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2012), 161-79.
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They are always at ease,
and they increase their wealth.

BDid I purify my heart

and wash my hands in innocence for
nothing?

“For I am afflicted all day long

and punished every morning.

51f T had decided to say these things
aloud,

I would have betrayed your people.

18When I tried to understand all this,

it seemed hopeless

7until I entered God’s sanctuary.

Then I understood their destiny.

®Indeed, you put them in slippery
places;

you make them fall into ruin.

“How suddenly they become a
desolation!

They come to an end, swept away by
terrors.

»Like one waking from a dream,

Lord, when arising, you will despise
their image.

“"When I became embittered

and my innermost being was
wounded,

2] was stupid and didn’t understand;

I was an unthinking animal toward
you.

BYet I am always with you;

you hold my right hand.

“You guide me with your counsel,

and afterward you will take me up in
glory.

»Who do I have in heaven but you?

And I desire nothing on earth but you.

%My flesh and my heart may fail,

but God is the strength of my heart,

my portion forever.

ZThose far from you will certainly
perish;

they have increased wealth.

 Surely in vain I cleansed my
heart and washed my hands in
innocence.

4 And I was plagued all the day, and
my reprimands every morning.

15 If I said, I will recount it like this,

behold, I would have betrayed the
generation of your sons.

16 And when I considered to know
this, it was trouble in my eyes,

7 until I went to the holy places of
God.

I understood their end.

18 Surely you put them in slippery
places. You cause them to fall in
deceptions.

¥ How they have suddenly become
desolations! They come to an end,
finished by terrors.

% Like a dream on waking, my Lord,
on rising their image you despise.

' When my heart was embittered, and
in my kidneys I was pierced,

2 then I was brutish and did not
know: like beasts I was with you.

% Yet I am continually with you. You
have taken hold of my right hand.

%1In your counsel lead me, and
afterward in glory receive me.

% Who is for me in the heavens? And
with you, I have no desire on the
earth.

% Spent are my flesh and my heart.

The rock of my heart and my portion
to the age is God.

7 For behold, those who leave you
will perish.

You annihilate all who play the whore
from you.

2 But as for me, the nearness of God is
my good.



Psalm 73 5

you destroy all who are unfaithfulto I have set my refuge in my Lord
you. Yahweh, to recount all his works.
%But as for me, God’s presence is my
good.
I have made the Lord Gop my refuge,
so I can tell about all you do.

CONTEXT: VERBAL AND THEMATIC LINKS WITH SURROUNDING PSALMS

As noted above, Ps 73 responds to the prayer of Ps 72. The ideal situation
prayed for in Ps 72 meets wicked reality in Ps 73, causing the psalmist
no little consternation. The reuse of Ps 72 terminology in Ps 73 brings
out this dynamic. Whereas Ps 72:3 and 7 contain prayers for the shalom
of God’s people, Ps 73:3 objects to the shalom of the wicked. In 72:14 the
future king redeems his people from “violence,” but in 73:6 the wicked
have covered themselves with a garment of “violence.” In 72:4 David
prays that the king will crush the “oppressor,” while in 73:8 the proud
speak “oppression.” The reuse of key terms from Ps 72 indicates that the
psalmist’s perplexity in Ps 73 (note his confessed lack of understanding
in 73:16, 22) arises from the dissonance between what was prayed for in
Ps 72 and his perception of the way things are in Ps 73.*

Psalm 73 is the first of a series of psalms of Asaph (Pss 73-83; Ps 50
is also attributed to him). See the opening comments in the exposition
of Ps 50 for what the OT says elsewhere about Asaph. Second Chronicles
29:30 describes the Levites praising Yahweh with the words of David and
Asaph, which seems to indicate that the psalms with “Of David” and “Of
Asaph” in their superscriptions were understood to have been written
by David and Asaph (see further “The Superscriptions of the Psalms” in
the introduction). The placement of these Asaph psalms (Pss 73-83) after
the prayers of David have ended (72:20) strengthens the impression that
the reign of David has come to an end, and, in the Psalter’s impression-
istic narrative, the story shifts to the period of Israel’s history between
David and exile in Ps 89. The placement of these psalms after the end of
David’s prayers may also indicate that Asaph’s ministry continued into
the reign of Solomon.

* Cole, Shape and Message of Book III, 15-16.



