
Other books have made the point that presuppositional apolo-
getics is compatible with the use of evidences but few have shown 
practical ways of bringing these together. The Certainty of the 
Faith presents an “integrated” apologetic that uses many of the 
traditional types of arguments, as they are appropriate to differ-
ent practical situations, always honoring the biblical teachings 
about how we come to know God. The author, Richard Ramsay, 
is well informed about modern culture, science, and philosophy, 
as well as biblical theology. The book is an excellent study tool, 
with graphics and questions for review and reflection.

John M. Frame, AB, BD, MA, MPhil, DD
Trimble Chair of Systematic Theology and Philosophy

Reformed Theological Seminary (Orlando)

Skepticism about what we can know, the means by which we can 
know anything, and whether we can attain certainty in any of 
these matters seems a permanent fixture in postmodern culture. 
The Certainty of the Faith offers an accessible introduction to 
Christian apologetics to those who desire to defend their faith 
in this difficult context. It juxtaposes the certainty accompany-
ing God-centered reasoning over against the inadequacy of rea-
soning without God. Ramsay surveys the fluctuation between 
skepticism and certainty among Western thinkers and probes 
some of the enduring questions Christians must be prepared to 
answer. In addition, he outlines a strategy by which Christians 
can enter into dialogue and effectively challenge non-Christians 
to rethink their unbelief.

Andrew Hoffecker, BA, MDiv, PhD
Professor of Church History

Reformed Theological Seminary (Orlando)



I am delighted to know there is an outstanding resource like The 
Certainty of the Faith available for those who not only want to 
understand the Christian faith better but to explain and defend 
it in the most effective way possible in every kind of situation. 
Moreover, the rich analysis of various apologists from Augustine 
to Chesterton to Lewis to Francis Schaeffer is very helpful. I wish 
this had been available years ago.

Luder G. Whitlock Jr. , BA, MDiv, DMin, LittD, DD 
Executive Director
The Trinity Forum

Richard Ramsay has given us a solid, reliable, and practical out-
look on Christian apologetics. He goes directly to the central 
issues facing Christians as they share their faith with others in 
our day. I believe that God will use this book in the lives of many 
followers of Christ around the world.

Richard L. Pratt Jr., BA, MDiv, ThD
President and Founder

Third Millennium Ministries

Rich Ramsay addresses the primary crucial issue facing the 
church today. In my seminary experience in the 1970s, more than 
one professor addressed “the authority of Scripture,” also more 
than once. Rich Ramsay brings this up again for another genera-
tion and from several different directions in his book about the 
certainty of the faith. I recommend it and will recommend it in 
the future to my students and friends.

Ron Smith, BA, MDiv, ThD
School of Biblical Studies

Youth With A Mission



In The Certainty of the Faith, Richard Ramsay draws on decades 
of cross-cultural ministry and mentoring experience to provide 
a practical introduction to apologetics in service to the gospel. 
Ramsay shows that obstacles to faith are not only intellectual but 
also emotional and, most profoundly, spiritual; and he affirms 
that only God’s Spirit can give life to the dead and faith to the 
unbelieving. He therefore proposes a multi-pronged apologetic-
evangelistic strategy that blends humility (concerning ourselves), 
confidence (concerning our God and his Word), and gentle 
respect (concerning our unbelieving friends). Those who want 
to present Christ’s truth and grace persuasively and winsomely 
will find help here.

Dennis E. Johnson, BA, MDiv, ThM, PhD
Academic Dean and Professor of Practical Theology

Westminster Seminary California

Richard Ramsay has provided college students and, specifically, 
those who minister to college students, a useful and practical 
manual giving “honest answers to honest questions.” This book 
does not simply say, “here are the answers and I dare you to 
think.” It actually engages the reader in a warm and relational 
way. Richard does an excellent job of reviewing questions that 
unbelievers wrestle with, as well as giving believers examples of 
good questions to ask unbelievers. It is obvious that he writes 
from the presupposition that relationships are important. His 
love for people is evident. Students will read The Certainty of the 
Faith and want to have coffee with this guy!

Rod Mays, BA, MEd, DMin
National Coordinator

Reformed University Ministries



Here is a timely, intelligent, and practical book on presupposi-
tional evangelism that will be of great use in many kinds of ven-
ues. At a time when evangelical faith is being attacked, even by 
self-proclaimed evangelicals, as an outmoded and dated expres-
sion of modernity, this book reminds evangelicalism that its ulti-
mate source of authority and knowledge is not our own reason 
but the revealed Word of God. As such, The Certainty of the Faith 
is well suited for evangelism in our postmodern world.

Peter Jones, BA, BD, ThM, PhD
Director, Christian Witness to a Pagan Planet

Scholar-in-Residence and Adjunct Professor
Westminster Seminary California

Richard Ramsay’s new book on Christian apologetics has many 
features that commend it. First, he offers a solid defense for 
defending the faith, and in the spirit of reformata semper refor-
manda he proposes “an integrated apologetics” that includes but 
goes beyond traditional presuppositional and classical methods 
of the Reformed tradition. Second, his brief but informative 
survey of Greek and modern philosophy shows how the jour-
ney of human thought in both periods ranges from certainty to 
doubt to struggle to despair and why, for theological reasons, 
it is ultimately characterized by a pessimistic “uncertainty.” 
Third, Ramsay’s helpful survey of a diversity of Christian apolo-
gists and apologetic methods from Augustine to Frame accents 
the epistemic certainty of the Christian faith that stands out in 
marked contrast to its philosophic competitors. Fourth, Ram-
say’s “DEFEND” approach—Demonstrate interest in the person, 
Explain your faith, Furnish answers, Expose the presuppositions 
of the non-Christian, Navigate through the inconsistencies, Direct 
him to Christ—is a persuasive method that proves to be effec-



tive in dealing with some of the most serious apologetic issues 
facing Christians and the church today. Finally, I like the fact 
that Ramsay personalizes his book with aspects of his own story, 
that he introduces his readers to thinkers outside of the North 
American orbit, that he employs illustrations from popular and 
high culture, and that he maintains a practical focus throughout 
his work. Whether The Certainty of the Faith is read by pastors, 
professors, pupils, or parishioners, not only will it be a helpful 
apologetic and evangelistic resource, it also will enable spiritu-
ally serious believers to attain “to all the wealth that comes from 
the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowl-
edge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself ” (Col. 2: 2). 

David K. Naugle, BA, ThM, ThD, PhD
Professor of Philosophy

Dallas Baptist University
Author of Worldview: The History of a Concept

Richard Ramsay has compiled a practical and thoughtful primer 
not only for students of apologetics but also for those of us seek-
ing to communicate the gospel to an ever-increasingly secular 
world. Balancing reason and mystery, Ramsay never settles for 
simple answers to the complex. However, what he does do is 
make the complex understandable. He correctly cajoles us to 
become first and foremost listeners and question-askers. And 
he asks great questions! This book made me think. It challenged 
both my mind and my faith, and enlarged both.

Frank Ivey, BA, MA
Regional Director

Young Life Florida



In The Certainty of the Faith, Ramsay gives an interesting histori-
cal description of the philosophical search for certainty about 
the big questions of life. After reviewing various apologetic 
approaches to these questions, he rightly calls us to a posture 
of humble certainty in our defense of the faith by showing how 
truth is not anchored to us but to the living God. His apologetic 
approach is clear, sensitive, adaptive, and bold. It is practically 
applied in detail and honesty to some of the toughest questions 
we face about our faith. Good discussion questions at the end of 
each chapter enhance individual and small group learning. I rec-
ommend this book as a terrific aid to our evangelistic endeavors 
on campus.

Chris Keidel, BA MDiv
Area Director

InterVarsity Metro Philadelphia/Delaware

From ancient Greek philosophy to the postmodern generation, 
Richard Ramsay does a masterful job of showing us the way that 
humanity through the ages has dealt with the large questions of 
life. Ramsay paints with broad strokes the philosophical under-
pinnings of the great, ancient heroes of our Western culture and 
especially our Christian history. His ultimate aim, however, is to 
have us develop our own apologetic and to bring those around 
us into the kingdom. This relatively small volume gives us a great 
toolbox to help us understand our faith in a reasonable way and 
to articulate it to our modern contemporaries. 

In my ministry, I work with young adults who often are struggling 
to articulate their faith and worldview in a culture that is increas-
ingly post-Christian. Often, they feel inadequate when their faith 
is challenged by professors and peers. The material presented by 
Ramsay is so accessible, so readable, and makes philosophy and 



theology enjoyable and understandable to the average reader. 
The Certainty of the Faith is a volume that I will buy (by the case 
lot) to give to these dedicated disciples who want to share the 
depth of their faith with this generation.

James Bjork, BA, MDiv
Area Director

Young Life Flathead Valley, Montana
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Preface

People are like houses. They have windows and doors 
around the walls of their hearts. Although a non-Christian may 
try to protect his house against the gospel message, when the Holy 
Spirit begins to work in his heart, a way into the house is opened. 
Instead of continually knocking on the same door, we should take 
time to walk around the house and seek an appropriate place to 
enter. It might be an intellectual question, a sense of uncertainty, 
a moment of spiritual reflection, or a personal tragedy. We may 
gain a person’s confidence in a conversation over coffee, because 
of a compassionate gesture in a moment of grief, or through a 
lasting friendship.

Because everyone is unique, I believe evangelism should not 
be limited to one type of presentation. I like the probing ques-
tions of Evangelism Explosion—“If you died today, do you believe 
you would go to heaven? If you went before God and he asked 
you why he should let you into heaven, what would you answer?” 
These questions were especially helpful to me while I worked as 
a missionary in Chile. Generally speaking, there is a common 
belief among the people there in God and the Bible, though many 
do not understand that salvation is by grace through faith alone. 
However, when I tried these questions on my neighbor in San-
tiago, they completely failed. He simply answered, “Well, those 
questions don’t mean anything to me at all, because I don’t believe 
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in God, and I don’t believe in life after death!” The only open door 
we had with these neighbors was the fact that they loved our chil-
dren. Children often break down heavy barriers. 

The same applies to apologetics—the theological study of 
how we should defend the gospel. People frequently argue about 
which is the “right” approach to apologetics. Some highlight 
the use of evidences, others emphasize logical reasoning. Some 
appeal mainly to common sense, others refer especially to history. 
Although the presuppositional approach (which will be explained 
later in this book) was quite helpful to me, I think there is much 
to learn from other approaches to apologetics.

I would like to propose an “integrated apologetics,” where 
we use every form of revelation and the best of various apolo-
getic strategies, depending on the person and situation. When 
we face the ultimate questions, I believe we must renounce the 
unbelievers’ sinful attempt to be independent from God, and we 
must cling to the absolute sovereign authority of God and the 
Scriptures. However, I also believe we should take advantage of 
the abundant evidence that surrounds us (general revelation) and 
that is within us (we are made in God’s image). I believe “all truth 
is God’s truth”1—that absolutely anything we consider within 
creation will point to God and that any thought that tries to deny 
God will inevitably lead to self-contradiction and uncertainty. If 
someone believes in evolution, and this impedes his faith in God, 
why not show him the evidence against this theory? If someone 
believes the Bible is full of contradictions, why not show him the 
complete coherence of the Scriptures? When used properly—
and this is not always easy—all truth and any evidence should 
help us defend the gospel. 

1. The source of this quotation is not clear. It has been attributed to 
Augustine—“Quentin J. Schultze,” http://www.calvin.edu/~schu/ (July 25, 2006)—and 
to John Calvin—John Stahl, “truth,” http://www.asa3.org/archive/asa/199907/0004.
html (July 25, 2006).
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The fall of humanity affected the four fundamental relation-
ships all people have—with God, with other people, with cre-
ation, and with ourselves. Because salvation restores all four of 
these relationships, an integrated apologetics should focus on all 
of them. We need to proclaim to the non-Christian what God 
says, let him hear the testimony of other people, show him the 
evidence in creation, and help him look inside himself to see 
the image of God. These four dimensions suggest the wisdom of 
using a variety of apologetic approaches.

Because the Holy Spirit works especially through the Scrip-
tures to reveal the gospel, we must appeal especially to the teach-
ings of the Bible as our most effective tool in the defense of the 
faith. Furthermore, Jesus Christ must be the center of our mes-
sage. But God speaks through all of creation, and we should 
point to any and every form of revelation that might help the 
non-Christian come to faith. 

My personal testimony will provide some of the background 
for this book. I grew up in a committed Christian home and 
attended a small church that was a vital part of our life. However, 
when I went to college I began to doubt everything I had been 
taught. I hope that my story of recovering faith in God, Jesus, 
and the Bible will add a personal touch to this study of apologet-
ics. When I experienced my turnaround, I told the Lord I wanted 
to help others who were going through the same kind of spiritual 
despair that I had suffered. That’s why I entered the ministry, and 
that’s why I am writing this book; it is a partial fulfillment of that 
promise. 

This book is not a practical manual on evangelism. Nei-
ther is it a philosophical treatise on apologetics. It aims some-
where in between. I would like to enable Christians to defend 
their faith more effectively by giving them some theoretical tools. 
First, I offer a simplified overview of Western philosophy—a sort 
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of “X-ray” of non-Christian thinking. This overview shows how 
reasoning leads to uncertainty when God is not recognized as 
the source of all truth. Next, I provide an analysis of key Scrip-
ture passages that explain man’s real problem. After that, I review 
some examples of popular apologetic approaches and arguments, 
surveying authors such as Thomas Aquinas, John Calvin, C. S. 
Lewis, Francis Schaeffer, Norman Geisler, Cornelius Van til, 
Antonio Cruz, R. C. Sproul, John Frame, and others. Finally, I 
suggest ways to develop an apologetic mind-set that is prepared 
to look for the “open window” and to customize the most appro-
priate defense of the faith for that unique person in that particu-
lar moment.
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