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A popular children’s song starts with the lyrics  

“Jesus loves me, this I know.” Some people readily 

trust that they are loved by God, but others struggle 

to believe this is true for them. In this booklet, Matt 

McCullough addresses this topic by answering the 

question Does God love everyone? By directing us to 

the surprising answer found in the Bible, McCullough 

helps us to see God’s genuine love for all people and 

his specific love for those who trust in him.

Church Questions is a series that seeks 

to provide ordinary Christians with sound and 

accessible biblical teaching by answering common 

questions they have about church life. Each volume 

offers biblical answers and practical applications 

with the goal of nurturing healthy church practice 

and commitment.

Matt McCullough is the pastor of Edgefield 

Church in Nashville, Tennessee, and the author of 

Remember Death: The Surprising Path to Living Hope.
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Endorsements for the Church Questions Series

“Christians are pressed by very real questions. How 
does Scripture structure a church, order worship, or-
ganize ministry, and define biblical leadership? Those 
are just examples of the questions that are answered 
clearly, carefully, and winsomely in this new series from 
9Marks. I am so thankful for this ministry and for its 
incredibly healthy and hopeful influence in so many 
faithful churches. I eagerly commend this series.”

R. Albert Mohler Jr., President, The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary

“Sincere questions deserve thoughtful answers. If you’re 
not sure where to start in answering these questions, let 
this series serve as a diving board into the pool. These 
minibooks are winsomely to-the-point and great to 
read together with one friend or one hundred friends.”

Gloria Furman, author, Missional Motherhood 
and The Pastor’s Wife



“As a pastor, I get asked lots of questions. I’m approached 
by unbelievers seeking to understand the gospel, new 
believers unsure about next steps, and maturing believ-
ers wanting help answering questions from their Chris-
tian family, friends, neighbors, or coworkers. It’s in these 
moments that I wish I had a book to give them that was 
brief, answered their questions, and pointed them in the 
right direction for further study. Church Questions is a 
series that provides just that. Each booklet tackles one 
question in a biblical, brief, and practical manner. The 
series may be called Church Questions, but it could be 
called ‘Church Answers.’ I intend to pick these up by the 
dozens and give them away regularly. You should too.”

Juan R. Sanchez, Senior Pastor, High Pointe 
Baptist Church, Austin, Texas

“Where can we Christians find reliable answers to 
our common questions about life together at church— 
without having to plow through long, expensive books? 
The Church Questions booklets meet our need with 
answers that are biblical, thoughtful, and practical. For 
pastors, this series will prove a trustworthy resource 
for guiding church members toward deeper wisdom 
and stronger unity.”

Ray Ortlund, President, Renewal Ministries
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For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16
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Do you believe that God loves everyone? If you 
do, you’re in good company.

A few years ago, a group of researchers sur-
veyed what people believed about God. Among 
many other interesting things, they found that 
three out of every four adults believe in a God 
or higher power who loves all people, regardless 
of their faults.

That’s a big number no matter how you look 
at it. But what interests me most is how this 
 belief about God remains high, straight across 
categories that normally divide us.
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The percentage of women was slightly higher 
(82 percent), but still 72 percent of men believe 
that God loves everyone.

The sixty-five-and-older crowd was most 
likely to affirm God’s love (83 percent), but so 
did 72 percent of those in their thirties and 
forties.

The more educated you are, the less likely 
you’ll believe in a God of love, but 70 percent 
of those with a college degree still do.

Even half of the respondents with no reli-
gious affiliation at all believe there is a loving 
higher power.1

For all of our notable divisions, most people 
agree that God loves everyone.

Maybe you agree. Maybe you’ve always as-
sumed God loves everyone, that it’s basically 
his job to do so—that no matter how we might 
disagree with each other about what’s right, we 
can at least depend on God loving us no matter 
what.

If that sounds like you, this booklet may 
surprise you.
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Maybe, though, you’re coming to this book-
let from another perspective. Maybe you’re ask-
ing whether God loves everyone because you 
can’t imagine that God could love you. After all, 
you certainly don’t love you, and you’re not sure 
anyone else you know really does either. And 
if you were God, you wouldn’t love someone 
like you.

If that’s where you’re coming from, this 
booklet will be surprising to you too.

Before we ask whether God loves everyone, 
there’s another question we need to ask first: 
How can we even know if God loves everyone?

How Could You Know If 
God Loves Everyone?

This question is difficult for at least a couple 
reasons.

We Can’t Know If God Loves Everyone 
from Paying Attention to Nature

Our world is full of delights; many of them we 
can enjoy without lifting a finger. The conditions 
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on earth seem finely tuned to support our lives. 
Signs of careful design surround us, as if our 
world were made by a creator who wanted us to 
thrive. We have air to breathe, food to eat, water 
to drink, and sunlight for warmth. We have bod-
ies through which we enjoy the gifts the world 
offers us—bodies so complex that despite recent 
scientific advances, we still barely understand 
why they work as well as they do.

More than that, we have the ability to reflect, 
imagine, dream, and create. We’re able to com-
municate with others, build friendships, and do 
good work together.

If one measure of love is the quality of the 
gifts showered on the beloved, there’s plenty of 
evidence from nature that the maker of heaven 
and earth is a God of great love.

The problem is that nature sends us mixed 
messages. For all its beauty and goodness, our 
world is also marked by undeniable brutality 
and what seems like senseless suffering. The 
natural environment, so finely tuned for our 
thriving, sometimes turns against us.
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A week before I began writing this booklet, 
a devastating tornado ripped through the heart 
of my city while most of us slept. It destroyed 
homes and businesses, injured hundreds, and 
killed over twenty people.

As I write, a virus that first gripped a city 
in China now stretches its fingers all around 
the world. Millions have contracted the disease. 
Hundreds of thousands have died.

Our bodies, so complex and high-functioning, 
are sometimes born compromised with no clear 
explanation. Even under the best of circum-
stances, they eventually break down and die.

Hovering over the beauty and brokenness 
in our experience of the world is an apparent 
randomness that raises haunting questions 
about what’s behind it all. Why are some chil-
dren born into abuse and neglect, while couples 
longing for kids suffer infertility and miscar-
riage? I don’t know. That doesn’t seem to come 
from love.

Let’s assume there is a God who created the 
world and now rules over all. Does this God 
love anyone? How could you know for sure? No 
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matter where you look or how hard, you won’t 
get a straight answer from the natural world.

We Can’t Trust Our Assumptions about 
Who God Is or What His Love Is Like

We must try to understand God like we try to 
understand any other person. If we assume other 
people are just like us, we’ll always have a hard 
time getting to know them. It’s the same with 
God. He’s personal, not merely an idea or some 
philosophical system. If we want to know him, 
we can’t simply assume he’s like whatever our 
gut tells us.

Let me illustrate. I’m an expert on what 
I enjoy doing to unwind on a Saturday. If it’s 
spring or summer, I like to hike or fish. If it’s 
fall, I like to sit on my couch and watch football, 
stuffing my face with traditional tailgate foods. 
But how I want to use my free time isn’t neces-
sarily how my wife wants to use hers. She’s a dif-
ferent person who enjoys different kinds of rest. 
She unwinds by working in the yard, digging in 
the garden, taking a nap, or even knocking out 
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chores around the house. Besides the nap, none 
of these things seem remotely like rest to me.

My point: you won’t understand another per-
son by assuming they are like you. If you want to 
understand someone else, you have to listen to 
them, pay attention to them, and observe what 
they are like. And if that’s true in human-to-
human relationships, how much more must this 
be true when we’re talking about understanding 
and getting to know God—someone fundamen-
tally not like us?

God Needs to Tell Us What He’s Like

For us to know whom God loves, God has to tell 
us. And that’s exactly what Christians believe 
God has done in the Bible. He has spoken to us 
about who he is, not just so we can know about 
him, but so that we can know him.

What the Bible tells us about God’s love is 
stunningly beautiful.

• God’s love is distinctive, part of what sets him 
apart from all others. “There is no God like 
you, in heaven or on earth, keeping cove nant 
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and showing steadfast love to your servants 
who walk before you with all their heart” 
(2 Chron. 6:14).

• God’s love is dependable, even in the midst of 
unspeakable pain. “The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to 
an end; they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22–23).

• God’s love is distinctive and dependable be-
cause it’s not a switch he turns off and on, but 
an essential part of what defines him. “God is 
love” (1 John 4:8).

If you believe that God is love, chances are, 
at some level, you’ve been influenced by the 
Bible.

But we must be careful. We can’t hear the 
phrase “God is love” and then assume all of 
our own ideas about the meaning of love. If the 
Bible is our main source for knowing that God is 
love, we must let the Bible define what it means 
that God is love, from top to bottom. We’ve got 
to let the Bible teach us about God’s love even 
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if—especially if—what it says challenges our 
assumptions.

So what does the Bible say about whom 
God loves?

Does God Love Everyone?

In the Bible, God shows himself to us not 
through a list of bullet points, but through a 
compelling story woven from Genesis to Rev-
elation. From beginning to end, this story is a 
love story. And to understand whom God loves, 
we’ll have to follow the main themes of this story 
turn by turn.

Before we jump in, let me give you a little 
preview of what’s ahead. What the Bible says 
about God’s love is complicated. It tells us that 
yes, God does love everyone. But God does not 
love everyone in the same way. That’s the answer 
I want to explain in the rest of this booklet: God 
loves everyone, but he does not love everyone 
in exactly the same way.

To unpack this, we need to consider five 
steps through the central story of the Bible.
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1. God Loves God

John tells us that God is love (1 John 4:8). Not 
that God has love. Not that God shows love 
sometimes in some places. But rather God is 
love in his essence, all the way down to his core.

That means the love story at the heart of the 
Bible begins before the world was even created.

“In the beginning, God . . .” (Gen. 1:1). Those 
are the first words of the Bible. They have huge 
implications. In the beginning, there was God. 
And that God, the God who was there already, 
is love.

Now, here is the mind-bending truth be-
hind John’s simple and familiar little statement: 
Before the world existed at all—before sun or 
the moon or the stars, before the oceans or the 
mountains or the trees, before the fish or the 
birds or the animals or we humans—God was 
already a God of love. It’s part of who he is, and 
there’s never been a point when he didn’t love 
someone.

But whom did he love before he created 
the world?



Does God Love Everyone? 

19

The first thing to know about God’s love is 
that before God loves anyone else, and before 
there was anyone else to love, God loves himself.

My gut instinct is to pull back from that 
statement. It sounds gross. It seems beneath 
us, much less God. But it’s really not, for a few 
reasons.

For one thing, God is not like you or me. 
He’s a different kind of being altogether. His 
love for himself isn’t narrow and inward like 
mine. The Bible teaches that God is one God in 
three persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. So when he loves himself, his love still 
moves “outward” from one person to another, 
for all of eternity. God loving himself looks like 
a father loving his son and a son loving his father 
in return, and on and on and on it goes, forever. 
Or as Jesus put it, praying to his Father, “You 
loved me before the foundation of the world” 
(John 17:24).

Of course, if I were to say that I love myself 
most of all, that would be gross. When we love 
ourselves, we’re moving away from others. We’re 
prioritizing our interests over theirs. For me 
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