
³$�PDVVLYH�SURGXFW�RI�H[DFW�DQG�ZHOO�LQIRUPHG�VFKRODUVKLS�������ZLWK�ODQGPDUN�VLJQL¿-

cance. . . . I give this book top marks for its range of solid scholarship, cogency of argu-

ment, warmth of style, and zeal for the true glory of God. I recommend it most highly.”

J. I. Packer, Board of Governors’ Professor of Theology, Regent College

³,�FDQQRW�LPDJLQH�WKDW�WKLV�ERRN�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�WZHQW\�¿YH�\HDUV�DJR��WKHUH�
were not at that time enough well-informed theologians working in the Reformed heri-

tage to produce a volume of such clarity and competence. Whatever side you hold in this 

debate, henceforth you dare not venture into the discussion without thoughtfully reading 

this book, which, mercifully, makes argument by stereotype and reductionism a great deal 

PRUH�GLI¿FXOW��$ERYH�DOO��WKLV�ERRN�ZLOO�HOLFLW�DGRUDWLRQ�DV�LWV�UHDGHUV�SRQGHU�DIUHVK�ZKDW�
Jesus achieved on the cross.”

D. A. Carson, Research Professor of New Testament, Trinity Evangelical 

Divinity School

“The topic is worthy enough. Yet the lineup of contributors to this volume makes this, in 

P\�YLHZ��WKH�PRVW�LPSUHVVLYH�GHIHQVH�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LQ�RYHU�D�FHQWXU\��%H\RQG�
UHKHDUVLQJ�WUDGLWLRQDO�DUJXPHQWV��¿UVW�UDWH�KLVWRULFDO��ELEOLFDO��DQG�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJLDQV�
bring fresh angles and exegesis to bear. From Heaven He Came and Sought Her is a gift 

that will no doubt keep on giving for generations to come.”

Michael Horton, J. Gresham Machen Professor of Systematic Theology and 

Apologetics, Westminster Seminary California

³7KLV�LV�WKH�GH¿QLWLYH�VWXG\��,W�LV�FDUHIXO��FRPSUHKHQVLYH��GHHS��SDVWRUDO��DQG�WKRURXJKO\�
persuasive.”

David F. Wells, Distinguished Senior Research Professor, Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary

³7KHUH�LV�D�FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLVGRP�WKDW�VHHPV�WR�EHOLHYH�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�WKH�ZHDNHVW�
RI�WKH�¿YH�KHDGV�RI�GRFWULQH�FRQIHVVHG�DW�WKH�6\QRG�RI�'RUW��%XW�\RX�PD\�FRPH�DZD\�
from this book believing it is the strongest, in its historical attestation, biblical basis, 

DQG�VSLULWXDO�EOHVVLQJ��:ULWWHQ�E\�¿UVW�UDWH�H[HJHWHV�DQG�WKHRORJLDQV��WKLV�ERRN�FRYHUV�
DOO�WKH�GLI¿FXOW�LVVXHV�DQG�HPHUJHV�ZLWK�D�KLJKO\�SHUVXDVLYH�DQG�DWWUDFWLYH�FDVH��+LJKO\�
recommended!”

John M. Frame, J. D. Trimble Chair of Systematic Theology and Philosophy, 

Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando
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“For whom did Christ die? This volume makes a fresh and impressively comprehensive 

FDVH�IRU�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�DV�WKH�DQVZHU�WUXH�WR�6FULSWXUH��,W�VKRZV�FRQYLQFLQJO\��WKURXJK�
multi-authored contributions, (1) that the issues of the extent of the atonement and its 

nature cannot be separated—penal substitution, at the heart of why Christ had to die, 

VWDQGV�RU�IDOOV�ZLWK�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��DQG�����KRZ�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�DORQH�SURYLGHV�IRU�
a gospel offer of salvation from sin that is genuinely free. In engaging various opposing 

views on this much-disputed topic, the editors seek to do so in a constructive and irenic 

spirit, an effort in which they and the other authors have succeeded admirably.”

5LFKDUG�%��*DI¿Q��-U���Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology, Emeritus, 
Westminster Theological Seminary

“This book is formidable and persuasive. Those familiar with the terrain will recognize 

WKDW�WKH�HGLWRUV�NQRZ�H[DFWO\�WKH�NH\�LVVXHV�DQG�¿JXUHV�LQ�WKLV�GHEDWH��$QG�QRQH�RI�WKH�DX-

thors who follow disappoint. The tone is calm and courteous, the scholarship rigorous and 

relentless, the argument clear and compelling. This penetrating discussion takes into ac-

FRXQW�WKH�PDMRU�PRGHUQ�DFDGHPLF�FULWLFLVPV�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��%DUWK��WKH�7RUUDQFHV��
Armstrong, Kendall, and others) as well as more popular critiques (Clifford, Driscoll and 

Breshears). An impressive team of scholars adorns this subject and aims to help Christians 

toward a deeper gratitude to God for his grace, a greater assurance of salvation, a sweeter 

fellowship with Christ, stronger affections in their worship of him, more love for people 

DQG�VXSHULRU�FRXUDJH�DQG�VDFUL¿FH�LQ�ZLWQHVV�DQG�VHUYLFH��DQG�LQGHHG�WR�SURSHO�XV�LQWR�WKH�
JOREDO�ZRUN�RI�PLVVLRQV�ZLWK�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH�´

Ligon Duncan, Chancellor and John E. Richards Professor of Systematic and 

+LVWRULFDO�7KHRORJ\��5HIRUPHG�7KHRORJLFDO�6HPLQDU\

³:KHWKHU�\RX�DUH�V\PSDWKHWLF� WR�RU�VXVSLFLRXV�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�� WKLV�ERRN�ZLOO�
VXUSULVH�\RX��+HUH�DUH�KLVWRULFDO�GHWDLOV��H[HJHWLFDO�OLQNV��WKHRORJLFDO�REVHUYDWLRQV��DQG�
pastoral perspectives that are fresh and fascinating, even though there is also plenty that 

will prove controversial. From Heaven He Came and Sought Her offers the fullest and 

PRVW�QXDQFHG�WUHDWPHQW�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�,�NQRZ��DQG�ZLOO�ULFKO\�DGG�WR�WKH�VXEVWDQFH�
and quality of future conversations about the intent of the atonement. Whether you think 

that you agree or disagree with the authors, wrestling with these essays is well worth 

your time.”

Kelly M. Kapic, Professor of Theological Studies, Covenant College
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Foreword

It has been truly said that if you want to survey the full substance of the 

church’s faith you should go to its hymns, just as to appreciate the fullness of 

Old Testament faith you must immerse yourself in the Psalter. It is supremely 

IURP�WKH�K\PQV�WKDW�\RX�OHDUQ�WKH�VSHFL¿FV��QRW�RQO\�RI�WKH�FKXUFK¶V�GRFWULQDO�
assertions but also of the intimacy of the Father and of the Son into which the 

+RO\�6SLULW�OHDGV�EHOLHYHUV��7KH�FRQWULEXWRUV�WR�WKLV�YROXPH�HYLGHQWO\�DJUHH��
and ask in effect that their essays be read as elucidations of what is said about 

WKH�ORYLQJ�DFWLRQ�RI�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�LQ�WKH�YHUVH�RI�WKH�K\PQ�WKDW�WKH\�
KDYH�WDNHQ�DV�WKHLU�HSLJUDSK��

From heaven he came and sought her

WR�EH�KLV�KRO\�EULGH�
with his own blood he bought her,

and for her life he died. 

In spelling out the Savior’s loving initiative and achievement in these 

biblically warranted terms, the essayists contend, more or less explicitly, for 

the book’s overall thesis, namely, that as the Reformed faith and its pastoral 

corollaries is the true intellectual mainstream of Christianity, so the belief in 

GH¿QLWH��SDUWLFXODU��DQG�VRYHUHLJQO\�HIIHFWXDO�UHGHPSWLRQ²ZKLFK�WKH�DERYH�
lines express—is its true intellectual center. Their wide-ranging demonstra-

tions that this is the only genuinely coherent way of integrating all the biblical 

data about Jesus become increasingly impressive when argued as painstak-

ingly against alternatives as is done here. 

I count it an honor to be asked to supply a foreword to this massive 

product of exact and well-informed scholarship. The purpose of a foreword, 

DV�,�XQGHUVWDQG�LW��LV�WR�LQGLFDWH�ZKDW�UHDGHUV�ZLOO�¿QG�LQ�WKH�ERRN�DQG�WR�WXQH�
them in on the appropriate wavelength for appreciating it, and this particular 
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��௑Foreword

request reminds me forcibly of a similar occasion in the past when I was 

tasked with a comparable assignment. More than half a century ago, in the 

days of its youth, the Banner of Truth asked me to compose an introductory 

HVVD\�IRU�D�UHSULQW�RI�-RKQ�2ZHQ¶V������FODVVLF��6DOXV�(OHFWRUXP��6DQJXLV�
-HVX��2U�7KH�'HDWK�RI�'HDWK�LQ�WKH�'HDWK�RI�&KULVW. I remember feeling this 

WR�EH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHTXHVW��VLQFH��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��PDQ\��,�NQHZ��VWDUWLQJ�
with Owen himself, saw this as a landmark composition (in fact, it was the 

¿UVW�RI�VHYHUDO�WKDW�2ZHQ�SURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�KLV�PLQLVWU\���DQG��RQ�WKH�
other hand, it gave me an opportunity to nail my own Reformed colors to the 

mast, so to speak, and commend Owen’s reasoning, as one who had himself 

EHQH¿WHG�JUHDWO\�IURP�LW��7KH�SLHFH�,�WKHQ�ZURWH��H[SODLQLQJ�DQG�DI¿UPLQJ�
WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�2ZHQ¶V�SRVLWLRQ��PDGH�DQ�LPSDFW�WKDW�VXUSULVHG�PH��,�DP�JODG�
WR�EH�DEOH�WR�VD\�DW�WKLV�WLPH�WKDW�,�VHH�QRWKLQJ�LQ�LW�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�PRGL¿HG�
or withdrawn in the light of more recent work by myself or others, and I am 

happy that it should still stand as part of my announced identity in Christ. 

Since then, to be sure, academic exploration of seventeenth-century Puritan 

thought has become a busy-bee cottage industry, some of which has contrib-

uted to parts of this book. Now the wheel has come full circle, and once more 

I am asked to introduce a volume on the reconciling death of Christ, which, 

LQ�P\�HVWLPDWLRQ��ZLWK�*RG¶V�EOHVVLQJ��PD\�LWVHOI�KDYH�ODQGPDUN�VLJQL¿FDQFH�
in furthering what John Gill, over two centuries ago, called “the cause of God 

and truth.” I am very happy to do this. 

The heart of Reformed Christianity is its Trinitarian Christocentrism, 

expressed manwardly in evangelistic and pastoral proclamation attuned to 

human need, according to Christ’s Great Commission, and Godwardly in the 

worshipful offering, both corporately and individually, of responsive praise, 

prayer, thanksgiving, and song. Within this two-way street of communion 

ZLWK�*RG�DQG�VHUYLFH�RI�*RG��WKH�VXVWDLQHG�SHUVRQDO�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�FUXFL¿HG��
ULVHQ��UHLJQLQJ��DQG�UHWXUQLQJ�/RUG�ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��DQG�KLV�FRQVWDQW�SHUVRQDO�
address through Scripture heard, read, and preached, both to those who are 

his and to those who are not yet his, are integral and indeed central. Since 

the seventeenth century, the relational bond into which the Father through 

the Son draws sinners has been labeled the FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH, and has been 

seen as undergirded by a prior plan and bond between the Father and the Son, 

which has been labeled the FRYHQDQW�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ. Both are witnessed to 

widely in Scripture, implicitly as well as explicitly, the fullest account of the 
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covenant of grace (the new and eternal covenant) being found in the letter to 

WKH�+HEUHZV��DQG�WKH�NH\�HYLGHQFH�RQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ��&KULVW¶V�
mediatorial agenda, set by the Father) being contained in John’s Gospel. In 

this understanding of Christianity, Christ’s achievement by his cross of the 

corporate redemption of the whole church—past, present, and future—as the 

+RO\�7KUHH�NQRZ�DQG�ORYH�LW��DQG�WKHUHE\�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�UHGHPSWLRQ�RI�HYHU\-

one whom the Father has given to the Son to save, is both the mountaintop 

of glory, in the primary sense of God putting himself fully on display, and 

the wellspring of glory, in both the secondary sense of the spur to endless 

doxology and the tertiary sense of divine action to glorify the redeemed in, 

with, and through Christ, so that they bear his image and likeness in a full 

VHQVH��6XFK�LV�WKH�&KULVWLDQLW\�WKDW�LV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRFXV�E\�WKLV�¿QH�ERRN��
Unhappily, appreciation of Reformed Christianity in its own terms, 

at least in the English-speaking world, has long been hindered by a habit, 

IRUPHG�LQ�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�$UPLQLDQ�UHYLVLRQLVP��RI�FDOOLQJ�GH¿QLWH�UHGHPSWLRQ�
OLPLWHG�DWRQHPHQW. This habit seems to have been canonized about a century 

DJR��ZKHQ�WKH�PQHPRQLF�78/,3�FDPH�WR�EH�XVHG�DV�D�VXPPDU\�RI�ZKDW�LV�
supposed to make Reformed Christianity into what it essentially is. In fact, 

WKH�PQHPRQLF�FRYHUV�WKH�¿YH�DQWL�$UPLQLDQ�WKHVHV�WKDW�WKH�6\QRG�RI�'RUGW�
DI¿UPHG�LQ������WR�FRXQWHU�WKH�$UPLQLDQ�UHYLVLRQLVW�DJHQGD��/imited atone-

PHQW�LV�DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�78/,3��ÀDQNHG�E\�Total depravity and Unconditional 

election on one side, and Irresistible grace and Perseverance of the saints on 

WKH�RWKHU��1RZ��LW�LV�WUXH�WKDW�GH¿QLWH�UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�FHQWUDO�WR�WKH�5HIRUPHG�
understanding of the gospel and that atonement, a word meaning UHFRQFLOLD-

WLRQ, is an acceptable alternative for UHGHPSWLRQ��EXW�OLPLWHG is an inappropri-

ate emphasis that actually sounds menacing. It is as if Reformed Christians 

have a primary concern to announce that there are people whom Christ did 

not die to save, whom therefore it is pointless to invite to turn from sin and 

trust him as Savior. Were it so, the logic of Reformed pastoral practice would 

VHHP�WR�EH��FRPSUHKHQVLYH�HYDQJHOLVWLF�LQYLWDWLRQV�WR�RUGLQDU\�DXGLHQFHV�
should not be issued indiscriminately. This is not the place to argue that thus 

to restrict making what is called “the well-meant offer of Christ,” in preach-

ing and personal witness and counseling, is false to the biblical Christ, to 

the apostle Paul, and to the practice of history’s most outstanding Reformed 

HYDQJHOLVWV��WDNH�*HRUJH�:KLWH¿HOG��&KDUOHV�6SXUJHRQ��DQG�$VDKHO�1HWWOH-
WRQ��IRU�VWDUWHUV���DQG�WKXV�LV�VLPSO\�DQG�VDGO\�ZURQJ��UHDGHUV�RI�WKLV�ERRN�ZLOO�
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VRRQ�VHH�WKDW��%XW�SHUKDSV�,�PD\�VD\�WKDW�LQ�P\�YLHZ�LW�LV�WLPH�WR�OD\�78/,3�
to rest, since its middle item does so much more harm than good. 

In sum now, I give this book top marks for its range of solid scholarship, 

cogency of argument, warmth of style, and zeal for the true glory of God—I 

recommend it most highly. For it, and for the biblical faith it lays out, to the 

6RQ�RI�*RG��RXU�5HGHHPHU�/RUG��ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�WKH�6SLULW��EH�KHDUW\�
adoration and thanks. Amen.

J. I. Packer  

Vancouver
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Preface

:H�GLG�QRW�JURZ�XS�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��:H�ZHUH�SULYLOHJHG�WR�EH�
raised in a devout church tradition that nurtured us in Christ, but our love of 

the doctrine is not the result of an inherited Reformed hermeneutic that has 

shaped the only world we have ever known. Nor did we come to believe in def-

inite atonement in the same way. One of us studied theology in three different 

%ULWLVK�XQLYHUVLWLHV�DQG�KDV�VSHFLDOL]HG�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�ELEOLFDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��
the other studied at Moore Theological College, Sydney, and pursued doctoral 

UHVHDUFK�LQ�+HEUHZ�VWXGLHV�DW�D�%ULWLVK�XQLYHUVLW\��%\�VHSDUDWH�URXWHV��DQG�DW�
different times, we have come to see in the Scriptures that Christ’s death for 

his people does not contradict his mandate to proclaim the gospel to the world.

This book is offered with the prayer that it will paint a compelling picture 

RI�WKH�EHDXW\�DQG�SRZHU�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��DQG�VR�UHYLWDOL]H�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�
WKLV�SURIRXQGO\�ELEOLFDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�FURVV�RI�&KULVW��'H¿QLWH�DWRQH-
ment is beautiful because it tells the story of the Warrior-Son who comes to 

HDUWK�WR�VOD\�KLV�HQHP\�DQG�UHVFXH�KLV�)DWKHU¶V�SHRSOH��+H�LV�WKH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG�
who lays down his life for his sheep, a loving Bridegroom who gives himself 

for his bride, and a victorious King who lavishes the spoils of his conquest on 

WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�KLV�UHDOP��'H¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�SRZHUIXO�EHFDXVH�LW�GLVSOD\V�WKH�
glory of divine initiative, accomplishment, application, and consummation in 

the work of salvation. The Father sent the Son, who bore our sins in his body on 

the tree, and the Spirit has sealed our adoption and guarantees our inheritance 

in the kingdom of light. The doctrine inhabits the poetic drama and the didactic 

SURSRVLWLRQV�RI�6FULSWXUH��$QG�QRW�RQO\�LV�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�ELEOLFDO��LW�FRPHV�
to us with a textured history, theological integrity, and pastoral riches.

<HW�MR\IXO�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�RIWHQ�ODFNLQJ��(YHQ�IRU�
those committed to Reformed theology, this doctrine can sometimes be re-

garded as the embarrassing relative included in the household more out of duty 
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than delight. But there is no need for any awkwardness. It belongs at the heart 

of family life. This volume aims to make this plain by providing a depth and 

breadth of perspective usually only assembled from many disparate sources.

6RPH�ZKR�RSHQ�WKHVH�SDJHV�ZLOO�EH�VXVSLFLRXV�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�DQG�
will read either convinced that it is wrong or bewildered why some believe 

that it is true. The essays are written irenically. Dissenting voices are engaged 

¿UPO\��EXW�WKHUH�LV�QR�VKULOOQHVV�RI�WRQH�LQ�RXU�UHSOLHV��7KHUH�LV�QR�DQLPRVLW\�
of content in the critique of individuals and the movements associated with 

them. While we do not refer to our position as “Calvinist” (for reasons we 

will explain), John Newton’s designation should be allowed to stand as a fair 

FULWLFLVP�RI�VRPH�ZKR�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�WKHRORJ\�ZH�ZLVK�WR�GHIHQG�

And I am afraid there are Calvinists, who, while they account it a proof of 

their humility that they are willing in words to debase the creature, and to 

JLYH�DOO�WKH�JORU\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�WR�WKH�/RUG��\HW�NQRZ�QRW�ZKDW�PDQQHU�RI�
spirit they are of. Whatever it be that makes us trust in ourselves that we 

are comparatively wise or good, so as to treat those with contempt who do 

not subscribe to our doctrines, or follow our party, is a proof and fruit of a 

self-righteous spirit. Self-righteousness can feed upon doctrines, as well as 

XSRQ�ZRUNV��DQG�D�PDQ�PD\�KDYH�WKH�KHDUW�RI�D�3KDULVHH��ZKLOH�KLV�KHDG�LV�
stored with orthodox notions of the unworthiness of the creature and the 

riches of free grace. Yea, I would add, the best of men are not wholly free 

IURP�WKLV�OHDYHQ��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�DUH�WRR�DSW�WR�EH�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�VXFK�UHSUHVHQ-

WDWLRQV�DV�KROG�XS�RXU�DGYHUVDULHV�WR�ULGLFXOH��DQG�E\�FRQVHTXHQFH�ÀDWWHU�RXU�
own superior judgments. Controversies, for the most part, are so managed 

DV�WR�LQGXOJH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�UHSUHVV�WKLV�ZURQJ�GLVSRVLWLRQ��DQG�WKHUHIRUH��
generally speaking, they are productive of little good. They provoke those 

whom they should convince, and puff up those whom they should edify.
1

Precisely because it is articulating the gospel of God, this volume seeks to 

GR�DZD\�ZLWK�DOO�VHOI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�ORYH�GH¿QLWH�DWRQH-
ment as they teach it for the good of the church. It is an invitation to explore the 

historical foundations of the doctrine and to think afresh about the vitality of its 

exegetical, theological, and pastoral expressions. Perhaps it is fair to ask for as 

much charity on the part of the reader as each writer has offered.

David Gibson, Old Aberdeen  

Jonathan Gibson, Cambridge  

(SLSKDQ\�����

1ௗ-RKQ�1HZWRQ��³2Q�&RQWURYHUV\�´�LQ�7KH�:RUNV�RI�-RKQ�1HZWRQ����YROV���1HZ�<RUN��:LOOLDPV�	�:KLWLQJ���������������
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Sacred Theology and the 
Reading of the Divine Word

M A PPI NG T H E DOC T R I N E OF 
DE F I N I T E ATON E M E N T

David Gibson and Jonathan Gibson

,W� LV�YHU\�FRPPRQ�IRU�SHUVRQV��ZKHQ�WKH\�¿QG�D�VXEMHFW�PXFK�GLVSXWHG��
especially if it is by those whom they account good men, immediately to 

conclude that it must be a subject of but little consequence, a mere matter 

of speculation. Upon such persons religious controversies have a very ill 

HIIHFW��IRU��¿QGLQJ�GLI¿FXOW\�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�FRPLQJ�DW�WKH�WUXWK��DQG��DW�WKH�
VDPH�WLPH��D�GLVSRVLWLRQ�WR�QHJOHFW�LW��DQG�WR�SXUVXH�RWKHU�WKLQJV��WKH\�UHDG-

ily avail themselves of what appears, to them, a plausible excuse, lay aside 

the inquiry, and sit down and indulge a spirit of scepticism. . . . But, if all 

disputed subjects are to be reckoned matters of mere speculation, we shall 

have nothing of any real use left in religion.
1

Introduction
7KH�GRFWULQH�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�VWDWHV�WKDW��LQ�WKH�GHDWK�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��
the triune God intended to achieve the redemption of every person given to 

the Son by the Father in eternity past, and to apply the accomplishments of 

KLV�VDFUL¿FH�WR�HDFK�RI�WKHP�E\�WKH�6SLULW��7KH�GHDWK�RI�&KULVW�ZDV�LQWHQGHG�
to win the salvation of God’s people alone.

1ௗ$QGUHZ�)XOOHU��5HSO\�WR�WKH�2EVHUYDWLRQV�RI�3KLODQWKURSRV, in 7KH�&RPSOHWH�:RUNV�RI�WKH�5HY��$QGUHZ�)XOOHU 
�/RQGRQ��+HQU\�*��%RKQ������������E��³3KLODQWKURSRV´�ZDV�WKH�SVHXGRQ\P�RI�'DQLHO�7D\ORU��D�*HQHUDO�%DSWLVW�
WKHRORJLDQ��ZLWK�ZKRP�)XOOHU�GLDORJXHG�RYHU�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�&KULVW¶V�DWRQHPHQW��:H�DUH�JUDWHIXO�WR�+HQUL�%ORFKHU�
for this reference. 
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'H¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�VD\V�VRPHWKLQJ�HVVHQWLDO�DERXW�&KULVW¶V�GHDWK��EXW�LW�
does not say everything there is to say. There are many aspects of the atone-

PHQW�ZKLFK�QHHG�WR�EH�DI¿UPHG�DORQJVLGH�LWV�GH¿QLWH�LQWHQW�DQG�QDWXUH��WKH�
VXI¿FLHQF\�RI�&KULVW¶V�GHDWK�IRU�DOO��WKH�IUHH�DQG�LQGLVFULPLQDWH�SURFODPDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�DOO��*RG¶V�ORYH�IRU�WKH�QRQ�HOHFW�DQG�KLV�VDOYL¿F�VWDQFH�WR-

ZDUG�D�IDOOHQ�ZRUOG��WKH�DWRQHPHQW¶V�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�FRVPRV�DQG�
QRW�VLPSO\�WKH�FKXUFK��'H¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�GRHV�QRW�H[KDXVW�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�
the cross.

1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�HVVD\V�LQ�WKLV�ERRN�FRQWHQG�WKDW�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�DW�
the heart of the meaning of the cross. Often referred to as “limited atonement” 

or “particular redemption,” this is a doctrine of the Reformed churches which 

is cherished as a profound explanation of the death of Christ. By revealing 

WKH�7ULQLWDULDQ�QDWXUH�RI�&KULVW¶V�FURVV�ZRUN��GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�DGYDQFHV�D�
ULFK�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�KRZ�KLV�VDFUL¿FLDO�GHDWK�KDV�DQ�REMHFWLYH�DQG�*RGZDUG�
direction. It displays salvation, in all its parts, as the shared intention and ac-

FRPSOLVKPHQW�RI�)DWKHU��6RQ��DQG�6SLULW��,W�LV�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�ZKLFK�VKRZV�
us that our salvation is a divine achievement, rendering redemption fully 

accomplished by the payment of sin’s penalty on our behalf by our Savior. 

7KHVH�SRLQWV�FRPELQH�WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�GRFWULQH�LV�D�¿WWLQJ�DQG�QHFHVVDU\�
corollary of penal substitutionary atonement.

7R�WLH�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�WR�SHQDO�VXEVWLWXWLRQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�H[SRVHV�WKH�
debate which attends the doctrine. Some within evangelicalism would deny 

that the nature of the atonement is both penal and�GH¿QLWH��7KH�H[SODQDWLRQ�
offered at the start of this chapter views the atonement through the lens of 

HOHFWLRQ�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�DV�LQWHQGHG�WR�VDYH�D�VSHFL¿F�VHW�RI�SHRSOH��LW�VXJJHVWV�
WKH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�FRPSOHWH�DV�D�VDYLQJ�DFW��DQG�LW�FRQWHQGV�WKDW�DFFRPSOLVK-

ment is bound together with application in the divine will. From within and 

ZLWKRXW�HYDQJHOLFDOLVP�DQG�5HIRUPHG�WKHRORJ\��HDFK�RI�WKHVH�DVSHFWV�RI�GH¿-

nite atonement has courted controversy.

0DQ\�&KULVWLDQV�SURWHVW�WKDW�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�VLPSO\�ÀLHV�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�
WKH�FOHDU�WHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�%LEOH��³)RU�*RG�VR�ORYHG�WKH�ZRUOG� that he gave his 

RQO\�6RQ´��-RKQ��������³>-HVXV�&KULVW@�LV�WKH�SURSLWLDWLRQ�IRU�RXU�VLQV��DQG�QRW�
IRU�RXUV�RQO\�EXW�DOVR�IRU�WKH�VLQV�RI�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG´����-RKQ�������³>&KULVW�
-HVXV@�JDYH�KLPVHOI�DV�D�UDQVRP�IRU�DOO´����7LP��������,Q�������ZKHQ�IRUW\�
VL[�IROORZHUV�RI�-DFRE�$UPLQLXV�����������±������FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�5HIRUPHG�
orthodoxy of their day on the doctrine of the atonement—and so set in motion 
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events which would lead to the Synod of Dort and the classic statement of 

GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW²WKH\�FLWHG�-RKQ������DQG���-RKQ�����DV�SURRI�WKDW�³-HVXV�
Christ, the Saviour of the world, died for all men and for every man.”� More 

than a century later, John Wesley preached that “the whole tenor of the New 

7HVWDPHQW´�ZDV�³ÀDWO\�FRQWUDU\´�WR�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�DQG�WKDW�WKH�GRFWULQH�
contained “horrible blasphemies.” It presented Christ as “an hypocrite, a 

deceiver of the people, a man void of common sincerity” and represented 

God “as more cruel, false, and unjust than the devil!”� In the modern era, D. 

%URXJKWRQ�.QR[�VSHDNV�IRU�PDQ\�ZKHQ�KH�FODLPV�WKDW�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�
very simply “a textless doctrine.”� No biblical text states that Christ died RQO\ 
for his elect, but several texts state that he died for DOO. In vivid terms, “the 

doctrine of limited atonement truncates the gospel by sawing off the arms of 

the cross too close to the stake.”�

Objections also arise beyond the exegetical domain. R. T. Kendall won-

ders “how many Christians would ever come to the view of limited atonement 

merely by reading the Bible.” This is part of his claim that “the traditional 

doctrine of limited atonement is arrived at by logic and the need to look for 

it rather than straightforward reading of the Scriptures.”6 The suggestion is 

that this doctrine feeds off schemes of analytic precision foreign to the texture 

of the biblical narrative. For Karl Barth, the “grim doctrine of limited atone-

ment follows logically from Calvin’s doctrine of double-predestination,”� the 

implication being of course that what follows is as bleak as what precedes.

&ODLPV� DERXW� WKH� GLVWRUWLQJ� UROH� RI� ORJLF� LQ� GH¿QLWH� DWRQHPHQW� DUH�
common, but they are made in different ways. In the nineteenth century, 

-RKQ�0F/HRG�&DPSEHOO��D�&KXUFK�RI�6FRWODQG�PLQLVWHU��ZDV�GHSRVHG�IURP�
the ministry on heresy charges for teaching that Christ made a universal 

�ௗ7H[W�LQ�*HUDOG�%UD\��HG���'RFXPHQWV�RI�WKH�(QJOLVK�5HIRUPDWLRQ��&DPEULGJH��-DPHV�&ODUNH�	�&R���������������
Cf. Philip Schaff, 7KH�&UHHGV�RI�&KULVWHQGRP��9ROXPH�,,,��7KH�(YDQJHOLFDO�3URWHVWDQW�&UHHGV���WK�HG���UHYLVHG�DQG�
HQODUJHG��������UHSU���*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU�������������
�ௗ-RKQ�:HVOH\��³6HUPRQ�&;;9,,,��µ)UHH�*UDFH¶��5RP��YLLL������3UHDFKHG�DW�%ULVWRO�LQ�WKH�\HDU������´�LQ�7KH�:RUNV�
RI�-RKQ�:HVOH\��9ROXPH�9,,��6HFRQG�6HULHV�RI�6HUPRQV�&RQFOXGHG��$OVR�7KLUG��)RXUWK��DQG�)LIWK�6HULHV��/RQGRQ��
:HVOH\�&RQIHUHQFH�2I¿FH��������UHSU���*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ��Q��G�������±���
�ௗ'��%URXJKWRQ�.QR[��³6RPH�$VSHFWV�RI�WKH�$WRQHPHQW�´�LQ�7KH�'RFWULQH�RI�*RG, vol. 1 of '��%URXJKWRQ�.QR[��
6HOHFWHG�:RUNV����YROV����HG��7RQ\�3D\QH��.LQJVIRUG��16:��0DWWKLDV�0HGLD������������±���������
�ௗ-DFN�0F*RUPDQ�LQ�SHUVRQDO�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�'DYLG�/��$OOHQ��³7KH�$WRQHPHQW��/LPLWHG�RU�8QLYHUVDO"�´�LQ�
:KRVRHYHU�:LOO��$�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJLFDO�&ULWLTXH�RI�)LYH�3RLQW�&DOYLQLVP��HG��'DYLG�/��$OOHQ�DQG�6WHYH�:��/HPNH�
�1DVKYLOOH��%	+�$FDGHPLF��������������)RU�D�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKLV�HGLWHG�YROXPH��VHH�0DWWKHZ�0��%DUUHWW�DQG�7KRPDV�
J. Nettles, eds., :KRPHYHU�+H�:LOOV��$�6XUSULVLQJ�'LVSOD\�RI�6RYHUHLJQ�0HUF\��&DSH�&RUDO��)/��)RXQGHUV�3UHVV��
�������HVS��'DYLG�6FKURFN��³-HVXV�6DYHV��1R�$VWHULVN�1HHGHG��:K\�3UHDFKLQJ�WKH�*RVSHO�DV�*RRG�1HZV�5HTXLUHV�
'H¿QLWH�$WRQHPHQW´����±�����
6ௗ5��7��.HQGDOO��&DOYLQ�DQG�(QJOLVK�&DOYLQLVP�WR�������&DUOLVOH��8.��3DWHUQRVWHU���������YLLL�
�ௗ.DUO�%DUWK��&KXUFK�'RJPDWLFV��HG��*��:��%URPLOH\�DQG�7��)��7RUUDQFH�����YROV���(GLQEXUJK��7��	�7��&ODUN��
����±�������,9��������KHUHDIWHU�CD).
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atonement and that assurance is of the essence of faith and necessary for 

salvation. In his work 7KH�1DWXUH�RI�WKH�$WRQHPHQW���������&DPSEHOO�DUJXHG�
that Reformed theologians like John Owen and Jonathan Edwards wrongly 

began their thinking about the atonement with theological axioms such as 

“God is just.”� By starting there, the coming of Christ into the world is viewed 

as the revelation of God’s justice as Christ dies for the elect only and not the 

reprobate. The universal proclamation of the gospel to all and the revelation 

that “God is love” are both jettisoned.

$V�D�UHVXOW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&DPSEHOO��GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�GLV¿JXUHV�WKH�
doctrine of God. When Owen and Edwards “set forth justice as a necessary 

attribute of the divine nature, so that God must deal with DOO�PHQ�according 

to its requirements, they represent mercy and love as not necessary, but ar-

ELWUDU\��DQG�ZKDW��WKHUHIRUH��PD\�¿QG�WKHLU�H[SUHVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�RQO\�
VRPH�PHQ.”9 God is necessarily just toward all, but only selectively loving 

WRZDUG�VRPH��$OO�RI�WKLV�LV�SDVWRUDOO\�GLVDVWURXV��&DPSEHOO�FODLPHG��IRU�GH¿-

nite atonement “takes away the warrant which the universality of the atone-

ment gives to every man that hears the gospel to contemplate Christ with the 

SHUVRQDO�DSSURSULDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�DSRVWOH��µZKR�ORYHG�PH��DQG�JDYH�
himself for me.’”���7KH�FKDUJH�KHUH�LV�WKDW�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�GHVWUR\V�QRW�
just the grounds of appeal to the unconverted but also the grounds of assur-

ance for the believer. Can I really be sure that Christ died for me?11

&DPSEHOO¶V�ZRUN�KDV�SURYHQ�LQÀXHQWLDO��-��%��7RUUDQFH�DQG�7��)��7RU-
UDQFH�ERWK�GUDZ�RQ�KLV�WKLQNLQJ�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�UHSUHVHQWV�
the worst kind of logical necessity in theology. J. B. Torrance argues that 

Christ vicariously took to himself the judgment facing all mankind. To 

deny this is “a sin against the incarnate love of God” and, for Torrance, 

SDUDOOHO�WR�WKH�VLQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��� This reveals the key issue in his 

REMHFWLRQV��LQ�WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQ��-HVXV�&KULVW�LV�XQLWHG�ZLWK�DOO humanity, not 

merely the elect, so that everything he achieves in his atonement he neces-

sarily achieves for all. Torrance explicitly develops Campbell’s stress on 

�ௗ-RKQ�0F/HRG�&DPSEHOO��7KH�1DWXUH�RI�WKH�$WRQHPHQW��ZLWK�D�QHZ�LQWURGXFWLRQ�E\�-��%��7RUUDQFH��(GLQEXUJK��
+DQGVHO��������UHSU���*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV������������
9ௗ,ELG�������HPSKDVLV�DGGHG��
��ௗ,ELG������
11ௗ%UXFH�/��0F&RUPDFN��³6R�7KDW�+H�0LJKW�%H�0HUFLIXO�WR�$OO��.DUO�%DUWK�DQG�WKH�3UREOHP�RI�8QLYHUVDOLVP�´�
in .DUO�%DUWK�DQG�$PHULFDQ�(YDQJHOLFDOLVP��HG��%UXFH�/��0F&RUPDFN�DQG�&OLIIRUG�%��$QGHUVRQ��*UDQG�5DSLGV��
0,��(HUGPDQV��������������FRPPHQWV�WKDW�LI�OLPLWHG�DWRQHPHQW�ZHUH�WUXH��WKHQ�³ZH�ZRXOG�YHU\�OLNHO\�GHVSDLU�RI�
our salvation.”
��ௗ-��%��7RUUDQFH��³7KH�,QFDUQDWLRQ�DQG�µ/LPLWHG�$WRQHPHQW�¶´�(4��������������±���������
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*RG�DV�ORYH�LQ�KLV�LQQHUPRVW�EHLQJ��³ORYH�DQG�MXVWLFH�DUH�RQH�LQ�*RG��DQG�
they are one in DOO his dealings with his creatures, in creation, providence 

and redemption.”��

The opening words of our chapter view the atonement through the lens of 

HOHFWLRQ��DQG�IRU�7RUUDQFH�WKLV�ZRXOG�VLPSO\�FRQ¿UP�RXU�FDSWLYLW\�WR�$ULVWR-

telian logic. It makes divine election prior to divine grace, and so incarnation 

and atonement are formulated simply as “God’s way of executing the eternal 

GHFUHHV²WKHUHE\�µORJLFDOO\¶�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�&KULVW�GLHG�RQO\�IRU�WKH�HOHFW��WR�
secure infallibly the salvation of the elect.”��

It falls to individual writers throughout this book to engage with the 

VXEVWDQFH�RI� WKHVH�DUJXPHQWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�ZLWK�RWKHU�FULWLFLVPV�RI�GH¿QLWH�
DWRQHPHQW�QRW�RXWOLQHG�DERYH��$W�WKLV�VWDJH��KRZHYHU��ZH�ZDQW�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�
the purpose that such criticisms serve in our articulation of the doctrine.

Toward a Fresh Approach
6RPH�UHSURDFKHV�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�PLVXQGHUVWDQG�LW��DQG�RWKHUV�FDULFD-
ture it, but many are weighty and coherent, arising from a faithful desire to 

read Scripture wisely and to honor the goodness and love of God. Between 

WKHP�WKH\�WRXFK�RQ�IRXU�LQWHUUHODWHG�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�GRFWULQH��LWV�FRQWURYHUVLHV�
and nuances in church history, its presence or absence in the Bible, its theo-

ORJLFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV��DQG�LWV�SDVWRUDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV��7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�GH¿-

QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�KDV�SURIRXQG�VLJQL¿FDQFH�DQG�D�ZLGH�UDQJLQJ�VFRSH�ZKLFK�
requires a comprehensive treatment.

But the essays in this volume seek to do more than simply cover four 

distinct areas in which objections exist. Rather, our aim is to show that his-

tory, the Bible, theology, and pastoral practice combine together to provide a 

IUDPHZRUN�ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�EHVW�DUWLFXODWHG�
for today. They are not four separate windows through which we view the 

GRFWULQH��UDWKHU��WKH\�DUH�IRXU�PH]]DQLQH�OHYHOV�RI�WKH�RQH�KRXVH�ZKHUH�GH¿-

nite atonement lives. By beginning with church history, we recognize that all 

contemporary reading of the Bible on the atonement is historically located. 

We are not hostages to past interpretations, nor do we need to pretend there 

is such a thing as WDEXOD�UDVD�(blank slate) exegesis. By carefully attending 

��ௗ,ELG�������7RUUDQFH�KDG�HDUOLHU�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�LQGHEWHGQHVV�WR�&DPSEHOO�RQ�WKHVH�SRLQWV�LQ�³7KH�&RQWULEXWLRQ�RI�
0F/HRG�&DPSEHOO�WR�6FRWWLVK�7KHRORJ\�´�6-7���������������±�����
��ௗ7RUUDQFH��³,QFDUQDWLRQ�´�����7KH�YLHZV�RI�-��%��7RUUDQFH�DQG�7��)��7RUUDQFH�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�GHWDLO� LQ�5REHUW�
/HWKDP¶V�FKDSWHU�LQ�WKLV�YROXPH�
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to Scripture, we seek to submit ourselves to what God has said. By moving 

from exegesis to theology, we claim that the diverse biblical parts demand 

the patient work of synthesis to portray the theological whole. By concluding 

with pastoral practice, we aim to show the implications of the Bible’s teach-

ing for the church’s ministry and mission. So while the discipline of doctrinal 

thinking is never less than the ordering of all that the Bible has to say on a 

given subject, it is also much more.

:H�VXJJHVW�WKDW�DUWLFXODWLQJ�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�VLPLODU�WR�DUWLFXODWLQJ�
doctrines like the Trinity or the two natures of Christ. The approach needs 

WR�EH�ELEOLFDO��EXW�QRW�ELEOLFLVW��1R�RQH�WH[W�³SURYHV´�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��DQ\�
more than one text “proves” the Trinity or the communion of attributes in 

christology. In the case of those doctrines, numerous texts are studied and 

their implications synthesized and their key terms explored in their biblical 

contexts and historical usage so that, WDNHQ�DV�D�ZKROH, the doctrines of the 

Trinity or the two natures describe “a pattern of judgment present LQ the 

texts.”�� With the unfolding of a coherent pattern, these doctrines emerge 

as the most compelling ways of naming the Christian God or understanding 

the person of Christ. Although no one text proves the doctrines, several texts 

teach their constituent parts.

6R�LW� LV�ZLWK�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��,W� LV�QRW�PHUHO\�D�³ELEOLFDO´�GRFWULQH�
SHU�VH��QRU�LV�LW�D�³V\VWHPDWLF´�FRQVWUXFW�EDVHG�RQ�ORJLFDO�RU�UDWLRQDOLVW�SUHP-

LVHV�GHYRLG�RI�ELEOLFDO�PRRULQJV��5DWKHU��GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW� LV�D�ELEOLFR�
V\VWHPDWLF�doctrine that arises from careful exegesis of atonement texts and 

synthesis with internally related doctrines such as eschatology, election, 

union with Christ, christology, Trinitarianism, doxology, covenant, ecclesiol-

ogy, and sacramentology. When both exegetical and theological “domains of 

discourse” are respected as such and taken together,16 then reductionist objec-

WLRQV�WR�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�ORVH�WKHLU�IRUFH�DQG�WKLV�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�
the death of Christ emerges as profound and faithful. This biblico-systematic 

approach can be viewed pictorially from two angles.

First, doctrinal construction resembles the production of a ZHE. The 

��ௗ7KH�SKUDVH�LV�SDUW�RI�'DYLG�6��<HDJR¶V�FRQWHQWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�1LFHQH�WKHRORJLDQV�KDG�ZDUUDQW�IRU�WKHLU�GLVFHUQPHQW�
WKDW�WKH�6RQ�LV�RI�RQH�EHLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU��&I��³7KH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DQG�WKH�1LFHQH�'RJPD��$�&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�
the Recovery of Theological Exegesis,” 3UR�(FFOHVLD����������������±����������0XFK�RI�<HDJR¶V�DUJXPHQW�DERXW�
H[HJHWLFDO�DQG�WKHRORJLFDO�PHWKRG�FRXOG�DSSO\�WR�WKH�IRUPXODWLRQ�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�
16ௗ6HH�'��$��&DUVRQ��³7KH�9LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�,PSXWDWLRQ��2Q�)LHOGV�RI�'LVFRXUVH�DQG�6HPDQWLF�)LHOGV�´�LQ�-XVWL¿FDWLRQ��
:KDW¶V�DW�6WDNH�LQ�WKH�&XUUHQW�'HEDWHV��HG��0DUN�+XVEDQGV�DQG�'DQLHO�-��7UHLHU��'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��$SROORV��
���������±����HVS����±����RQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�UHVSHFWLQJ�³¿HOGV�RI�GLVFRXUVH´�ZKHQ�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKHRORJLFDO�GRF-
WULQHV�VXFK�DV�VDQFWL¿FDWLRQ��UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��DQG�&KULVW¶V�LPSXWHG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�
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GRFWULQH�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�DULVHV�IURP�WKH�DWWHPSW�WR�KROG�WRJHWKHU�HDFK�
canonical thread related to the atonement and the forming of the threads 

into a coherent framework of thought which faithfully maintains the parts 

and enables them to be seen in their truest light when viewed in relation 

to the whole. In much the same way that each strand of a spider’s web is 

one thing when taken on its own, but another when viewed in its relation to 

other strands, so the different aspects of the doctrine of the atonement can 

be integrated to display powerful coherence. Kevin Vanhoozer captures the 

concept nicely in his suggestion that constructive theologies of the atone-

ment should conceive of it as “triune covenantal mediation.”�� For him, three 

biblical strands (doctrine of God, covenant theology, christology) combine 

to form one theological web. This volume, in the sum total of its parts, aims 

to be just such a web.

Second, by showing the relation of historical, exegetical, theological, 

and pastoral issues to each other, this volume is a PDS to and through the 

GRFWULQH�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��6RPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�HQGXULQJ�WKHRORJLFDO�WKLQN-

ing that the church has produced over the centuries has understood itself to 

be a doctrinal map produced from the biblical terrain in order to be a guide 

to the biblical terrain. John Calvin’s ,QVWLWXWHV�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�5HOLJLRQ is 

widely regarded as a kind of theological textbook, or even as a pre-critical 

systematic theology. But this does not quite capture Calvin’s own intention. 

In an introductory note to the reader of the ,QVWLWXWHV, Calvin writes,

It has been my purpose in this labour to prepare and instruct candidates in 

sacred theology for the reading of the divine Word in order that they may be 

able both to have easy access to it and to advance in it without stumbling. 

For I believe I have so embraced the sum of religion in all its parts and have 

arranged it in such an order, that if anyone rightly grasps it, it will not be 

GLI¿FXOW�IRU�KLP�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�KH�RXJKW�HVSHFLDOO\�WR�VHHN�LQ�6FULSWXUH��
and to what end he ought to relate its contents. If, after this road has, as it 

were, been paved, I shall publish any interpretations of Scripture, I shall 

always condense them, because I shall have no need to undertake long doc-

trinal discussions, and to digress into commonplaces. In this way the godly 

reader will be spared great annoyance and boredom, provided he approach 

Scripture armed with a knowledge of the present work, as a necessary tool.
��

��ௗ.HYLQ�-��9DQKRR]HU��³$WRQHPHQW�´�LQ�0DSSLQJ�0RGHUQ�7KHRORJ\��$�7KHPDWLF�DQG�+LVWRULFDO�,QWURGXFWLRQ, ed. 

.HOO\�0��.DSLF�DQG�%UXFH�/��0F&RUPDFN��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU�$FDGHPLF������������±����������
��ௗ-RKQ�&DOYLQ��³-RKQ�&DOYLQ�WR�WKH�5HDGHU�´�LQ�,QVWLWXWHV�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�5HOLJLRQ, ed. John T. McNeill, trans. Ford 

/HZLV�%DWWOHV����YROV���3KLODGHOSKLD��:HVWPLQVWHU������������±��
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It is clear that Calvin proposes his ,QVWLWXWHV to pave a road through the 

Scriptures on which others may travel as they read the same Scriptures. No-

tice Calvin does not say he intends his work to instruct theological candidates 

in doctrine. The ,QVWLWXWHV is certainly a doctrinal text. But Calvin intends to 

instruct theological candidates for their “reading of the divine Word.” Mined 

from the Bible, shaped by the Bible, the ,QVWLWXWHV�is a map for the Bible.19

Calvin’s work illustrates how theological cartography functions and de-

velops. It is not a conceptually alien guide to the Bible, nor is it meant to be 

a hermeneutical grid forced on top of the Bible. Where it functions well, a 

doctrinal map grows organically out of the biblical parts and enables a bird’s-

eye view of the canonical whole.�� But it is always constrained by the very 

thing it plots. Further exegesis is always capable of adjusting the shape of the 

map. Renewed attention to knotty problems, carefully analyzed in the actual 

terrain and closely studied on any given map, should always be capable of 

UHFRQ¿JXULQJ�WKH�PDS�DQG�DOWHULQJ�WKH�URXWH�RQH�WDNHV�IRU�WKH�ZD\�DKHDG��� 
This approach sets up a careful part-whole relationship, one in which the 

doctrine emerging from the texts is constantly examined against the texts 

to see if the developing whole is really consistent with the individual parts. 

Where the move to doctrinal synthesis is made too quickly, distortion occurs.

Take, for example, the issue of what it means for God to love the world 

�-RKQ��������$��:��3LQN¶V�WUHDWPHQW�RI�GLYLQH�VRYHUHLJQW\�LQ�VDOYDWLRQ�JRHV�
awry with the suggestion that God’s self-giving love for the “world” in John 

�����UHIHUV�WR�KLV�ORYH�IRU�WKH�HOHFW��� Such an interpretation not only assigns 

meaning to an individual word clearly different from what the text actually 

says, but the nature of God’s love and the universal offer of Christ to all also 

warp under the weight of the paradigm. Similarly, Mark Driscoll and Gerry 

19ௗ)RU�H[WHQGHG�WUHDWPHQWV�RI�WKH�RUJDQLF�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VXFFHVVLYH�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�,QVWLWXWHV and Calvin’s 

SUHDFKLQJ�DQG�ELEOLFDO�FRPPHQWDULHV��VHH�6WHSKHQ�(GPRQGVRQ��³7KH�%LEOLFDO�+LVWRULFDO�6WUXFWXUH�RI�&DOYLQ¶V�,QVWL-
WXWHV,” 6-7���������������±����'DYLG�*LEVRQ��5HDGLQJ�WKH�'HFUHH��([HJHVLV��(OHFWLRQ��DQG�&KULVWRORJ\�LQ�&DOYLQ�
DQG�%DUWK��/RQGRQ�1HZ�<RUN��7��	�7��&ODUN�&RQWLQXXP�����������±���
��ௗ&I��*HUDOG�%UD\��³6FULSWXUH�DQG�&RQIHVVLRQ��'RFWULQH�DV�+HUPHQHXWLF�´�LQ�$�3DWKZD\�LQWR�WKH�+RO\�6FULSWXUH, 
HG��3��(��6DWWHUWKZDLWH�DQG�'��)��:ULJKW��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV������������±���
��ௗ7KH�ZHE�DQG�PDS�DQDORJLHV�DOORZ�WKLV�YROXPH¶V�FODLPV�WR�EH�KHDUG�DV�SURYLVLRQDO��LQ�WKH�SURSHU�VHQVH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�
grandiose. To give one example, Stephen Wellum presents an argument for the priestly nature of Christ’s atoning 

ZRUN�ZKLFK�UHÀHFWV�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�FRYHQDQW��HOHFWLRQ��DQG�HFFOHVLRORJ\��+LV�
ULFK�WKHRORJLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�OHDGV�WKH�UHDGHU�WR�VHH�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LQ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��EXW�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�
route he takes through the biblical terrain is different from our own classically Reformed understanding of the nature 

of covenant, election, and ecclesiology. The book maps different routes to the same destination, and not all readers 

will want to travel each and every path in reaching the same goal. To be used as a tool, it is servant not master.
��ௗ$��:��3LQN��7KH�6RYHUHLJQW\�RI�*RG��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU������������±��������±����)RU�3LQN��³WKH�ORYH�RI�
God, is a truth for the saints only, and to present it to the enemies of God is to take the children’s bread and cast 

LW�WR�WKH�GRJV´��������
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%UHVKHDUV�XQGHUVWDQG�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�WR�HQWDLO�D�OLPLWLQJ�RI�*RG¶V�ORYH�WR�
WKH�HOHFW��$UJXLQJ�IRU�³XQOLPLWHG�OLPLWHG�DWRQHPHQW��RU�PRGL¿HG�&DOYLQLVP�´�
WKH\�DVN��³,I�WKH�¿YH�SRLQW�&DOYLQLVW�LV�ULJKW�DQG�QR�SD\PHQW�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�
for the non-elect, then how can God genuinely love the world and desire the 

salvation of all?”�� For Pink, the effective provision of salvation for the elect 

UHTXLUHV�D�OLPLWDWLRQ�RI�*RG¶V�ORYH�WR�WKH�HOHFW��IRU�'ULVFROO�DQG�%UHVKHDUV��WKH�
effective payment of sin’s penalty for all requires the expansion of God’s love 

identically for all. In neither case are the several GLIIHUHQW ways in which the 

Bible depicts God’s love allowed to stand together in relation to its different 

objects (his world, his people) and its different expressions (intra-Trinitarian, 

providential, universal, particular, conditional). For these writers a concep-

tion of the atonement either mandates, or is mandated by, a singular concep-

tion of God’s love.��

Such doctrinal maps are misaligned with the biblical texts which create 

them. The move toward synthesis needs to be more patient and careful, more 

attentive to diverse strands of the biblical witness. Comprised of four sec-

tions, we hope this volume goes some way to meeting the need. The issue of 

LQWHJUDWLRQ�LV�LPSRUWDQW�HQRXJK�IRU�+HQUL�%ORFKHU¶V�FKDSWHU�WR�EH�GHYRWHG�
WR�LW�HQWLUHO\��2I�FRXUVH��UHDGHUV�ZLOO�ZDQW�WR�WXUQ�WR�VSHFL¿F�SDUWV�WR�IRFXV�
on particular issues of interest, and each essay is a self-contained argument 

which can be read in this way. The overall effect of the project, however, is 

intended to be cumulative. Taken together, each essay within each section and 

then each section within the book offers a webbed framework of theological 

WKLQNLQJ�ZKLFK�PDSV�WKH�VWXG\�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�

Definite Atonement in Church History
Richard Muller suggests that a question belonging to the Patristic, medieval, 

and early modern Reformed church was “the meaning of those biblical pas-

sages in which Christ is said to have paid a ransom for all or God is said to 

will the salvation of all or of the whole world, given the large number of 

biblical passages that indicate a limitation of salvation to some, namely, to the 

elect or believers.”�� Not only does this identify the puzzle which the doctrine 

��ௗ0DUN�'ULVFROO�DQG�*HUU\�%UHVKHDUV��'HDWK�E\�/RYH��/HWWHUV�IURP�WKH�&URVV��:KHDWRQ��,/��&URVVZD\�������������
��ௗ)RU�D�PRUH�VDWLVI\LQJ�DSSURDFK��VHH�*HHUKDUGXV�9RV��³7KH�%LEOLFDO�'RFWULQH�RI�WKH�/RYH�RI�*RG�´�LQ�5HGHPSWLYH�+LV-
WRU\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ��7KH�6KRUWHU�:ULWLQJV�RI�*HHUKDUGXV�9RV��HG��5LFKDUG�%��*DI¿Q��3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5��
����������±����DQG�'��$��&DUVRQ��7KH�'LI¿FXOW�'RFWULQH�RI�WKH�/RYH�RI�*RG��/HLFHVWHU��8.��,QWHU�9DUVLW\�3UHVV��������
��ௗ6HH�5LFKDUG�$��0XOOHU��³:DV�&DOYLQ�D�&DOYLQLVW"�´�LQ�KLV�&DOYLQ�DQG�WKH�5HIRUPHG�7UDGLWLRQ��2Q�WKH�:RUN�RI�
&KULVW�DQG�WKH�2UGHU�RI�6DOYDWLRQ��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU�$FDGHPLF�����������±��������
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RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�VHHNV�WR�DGGUHVV��EXW�LW�DOVR�VKRZV�WKDW�KLVWRULFDO�PDW-
ters are intimately connected to exegetical ones. As Barth put it, “church 

history is the history of the exegesis of the Word of God.”��

7KH�KLVWRULFDO�HVVD\V�LQ�WKLV�ERRN��WKHQ��H[SORUH�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�LQ�VLJQL¿-

cant moments in church history. They provide a survey of past approaches to 

GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��LQWURGXFH�XV�WR�NH\�SOD\HUV�LQ�WKH�GHEDWH��DQG�
VHQG�XV�RQ�RXU�ZD\�ZLWK�DZDUHQHVV�RI�KRZ�FUXFLDO�WHUPV�KDYH�EHHQ�GH¿QHG�
and understood thus far. These essays create several compass points for the 

map, three of which can be highlighted here.

First, the competing terminologies of “Calvinist versus Arminian,” so 

SUHYDOHQW�LQ�SRSXODU�GHEDWH�DERXW�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��QHHG�WR�EH�VHW�DVLGH�LQ�
favor of richer and more sophisticated understandings of the history of the 

doctrine. Even where the parameters are expanded to include the extra per-

spectives of, say, universalism and Amyraldianism, the reality is that viewing 

the subject through the lens of labels derived from prominent personal names 

in Reformation history soon introduces distortion.

On the one hand, sixteenth- and seventeenth-century debates on the 

atonement did not produce theological ideas and terminology de novo but 

relied on the tradition and sought to develop and apply it, albeit in contested 

ways, in the particular contexts of the early modern era. The journey from 

Patristic and medieval through Reformation and post-Reformation periods 

plotted in this section reveals that this is so. “Calvinism versus Arminianism” 

simply lobotomizes history. On the other hand, none of the major -isms ever 

existed for long as monolithic entities with only a single expression. J. C. 

5\OH�RQFH�QRWHG�WKDW�³WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�DFFXUDWH�GH¿QLWLRQV�LV�WKH�YHU\�OLIH�RI�
religious controversy,”�� and these essays prompt us to recognize distinct po-

sitions and nuances on the intent and scope of the atonement—Universalism, 

Semi-Pelagianism, Arminianism, Amyraldianism and variant approaches to 

+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QLYHUVDOLVP²DOZD\V�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�GLVFLSOLQHG�WKHRORJLFDO�
thinking.��

6HFRQG��WKLV�FDUHIXO�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�H[-

plains why the term “Calvinist” is largely absent from the volume’s subse-

��ௗ%DUWK��CD�,��������
��ௗ-��&��5\OH��.QRWV�8QWLHG��������UHSU���0RVFRZ��,'��&KDUOHV�1RODQ�����������
��ௗ5LFKDUG�$��0XOOHU��³&DOYLQ�RQ�&KULVW¶V�6DWLVIDFWLRQ�DQG�,WV�(I¿FDF\��7KH�,VVXH�RI�µ/LPLWHG�$WRQHPHQW�¶´�LQ�KLV�
&DOYLQ�DQG�WKH�5HIRUPHG�7UDGLWLRQ�����Q������DUJXHV�WKDW��³RQFH�WKH�ODQJXDJH�LV�VXLWDEO\�SDUVHG��WKHUH�DUH�DW�OHDVW�
VL[�GLVWLQFW�SDWWHUQV�RI�IRUPXODWLRQ�>RI�&KULVW¶V�VDWLVIDFWLRQ@�DPRQJ�WKH�HDUO\�PRGHUQ�5HIRUPHG�´�
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quent exegetical, theological, and pastoral treatments of the doctrine. Not 

RQO\�GR�WKH�LVVXHV�VXUURXQGLQJ�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�PDVVLYHO\�SUHGDWH�WKH�OLIH�
DQG�WKRXJKW�RI�-RKQ�&DOYLQ��WKHUH�LV�QR�OLWWOH�LURQ\�LQYROYHG�LQ�FDOOLQJ�GH¿QLWH�
atonement a “Calvinist” doctrine when his own relationship to it—as all sides 

have to admit—is a matter of debate. More than this, it is now abundantly 

clear that the term expresses a reliance on the person which was as insulting 

to Calvin as it is historically misleading because it fails to account for his own 

location in a developing tradition.�� Therefore each of the writers in the book 

works with a preference for the term “Reformed” or “Reformed theology,” 

both for historical description and as the way of locating themselves within 

the particularist trajectory.��

It follows, thirdly, that this volume LV�QRW�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�³WKH�¿YH�
SRLQWV�RI�&DOYLQLVP´�RU�D�GHIHQFH�RI�WKH�³78/,3´�DFURQ\P�ZLGHO\�XVHG�DV�
a summary of the Canons of Dort and consequently of Reformed theology. 

It is not that there is no value to such language. But there can be a tendency 

to use such terminology as the soteriological map LWVHOI, without realiz-

ing that such terms simply feature as historical landmarks on the map.�� 

The language emerged at particular points in time in particular contexts 

in response to particular challenges, and it is those underlying causes and 

perennial questions themselves that the historical essays attempt to probe. 

In the process, they lend weight to J. I. Packer’s insight that, historically, 

WKH�5HIRUPHG�IDLWK�FDQQRW�EH�UHGXFHG�WR�VLPSO\�¿YH�SRLQWV��ZKLOH�DW�WKH�
VDPH�WLPH��WKHRORJLFDOO\��WKH�¿YH�SRLQWV�VWDQG�RU�IDOO�WRJHWKHU�DV�VLPSO\�RQH�
SRLQW��*RG�VDYHV�VLQQHUV.��

Definite Atonement in the Bible
If historical debates about the atonement arose from certain biblical texts, so 

also our own contribution requires the same engagement with Scripture as 

the QRUPD�QRUPDQV (norming norm) of the discussion.

��ௗ&DUO�5��7UXHPDQ��³&DOYLQ�DQG�&DOYLQLVP�´�LQ�7KH�&DPEULGJH�&RPSDQLRQ�WR�-RKQ�&DOYLQ, ed. Donald K. McKim 

�&DPEULGJH��&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������������VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�WHUP�³&DOYLQLVP´�LV�³RI�QR�UHDO�XVH�WR�LQWHO-
lectual history.” See Raymond A. Blacketer’s chapter in the present volume for some of the literature on this issue.
��ௗ,W� LV�WKH�FRQWHQWLRQ�RI�WKLV�ERRN�WKDW�ZKLOH��KLVWRULFDOO\��+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QLYHUVDOLVP�DQG�$P\UDOGLDQLVP�FDPH�
under the umbrella of the Reformed community in the seventeenth century, these positions are, exegetically and 

theologically, the awkward cousins in the family. This is not to remove them from Reformed orthodoxy, but it is 

to apply the Reformational principle of VHPSHU�UHIRUPDQGD to the debate, seeking to allow VROD�6FULSWXUD to act 

DV�WKH�¿QDO�DXWKRULW\�
��ௗ&I��5LFKDUG�$��0XOOHU��³+RZ�0DQ\�3RLQWV"�´�&7-���������������±���
��ௗ-��,��3DFNHU��³,QWURGXFWRU\�(VVD\�´�LQ�-RKQ�2ZHQ��7KH�'HDWK�RI�'HDWK�LQ�WKH�'HDWK�RI�&KULVW��/RQGRQ��%DQQHU�
RI�7UXWK����������±���
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There currently exists something of an exegetical impasse over texts 

which, on the one hand, seem to point to the particularity of the atonement, 

and texts which, on the other hand, imply a universal atonement. The biblical 

essays in this volume do not claim to constitute a silver bullet to achieve satis-

IDFWRU\�FRQVHQVXV�RQ�ZK\�DOO�WKHVH�SDVVDJHV�VKRXOG�EH�SXW�WRJHWKHU�WR�DI¿UP�
GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW��,QGHHG��WKH�FKDSWHUV�VLPSO\�ZRUN�LQGXFWLYHO\�WKURXJK�WKH�
relevant material and attempt to provide convincing readings of important 

texts on their own terms. Doubtless debate will still continue.

Nevertheless, the exegetical chapters depict a particular relationship 

between individual atonement texts and an overall theological framework 

which we hope may deepen the discussion. We contend that this framework 

is not imposed on the parts, but rather the parts themselves provide the wide-

angle lens through which they invite us to view them appropriately. Two 

points explain what we mean.

First, we do not begin with contested texts but with the unfolding plot 

line of redemptive history, so that the progression of the chapters matches 

the biblical narrative. This is a very simple approach, but by itself already 

begins to expose the fact that doctrines such as election are not theological 

categories abstractly connected to theologies of atonement by predetermined 

Reformed hermeneutical agendas. Rather, election is a redemptive-historical 

category as much as a dogmatic one. God’s choosing of a people to belong to 

him, so formative in and of the Pentateuch, clearly circumscribes the Bible’s 

XQIROGLQJ�WKHRORJ\�RI�VDFUL¿FH�DQG�DWRQHPHQW�VXFK�WKDW�HOHFWLRQ�LV�DOZD\V�DQ�
expression of God’s grace shaping his covenantal dealings with his people. 

7KH�H[HJHVLV�RI�VLJQL¿FDQW�WH[WV�ZKLFK�WKHQ�IROORZV��� along with discussion 

of contested issues (the meanings of “many,” “all,” and “world”), naturally 

locates them within this context.

Second, some of the exegetical parts themselves indicate the content of 

WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�ZKROH��$QDO\VLV�RI�(SKHVLDQV����±���DQG���7LPRWK\����±���
reveals that biblical soteriology is painted on an eschatological canvas that 

FRQVLVWV�RI�IRXU�NH\�³PRPHQWV´�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��UHGHPSWLRQ�SUHGHVWLQHG��UH-

demption accomplished, redemption applied, and redemption consummated. 

These two texts offer a panoramic view of salvation, and, because of their 

��ௗ,VDLDK�����0DWWKHZ��������0DUN��������0DWWKHZ��������/XNH��������-RKQ�������5RPDQV����±������±�������±����
���±������±�������������&RULQWKLDQV���������&RULQWKLDQV�����±��������*DODWLDQV���������±���(SKHVLDQV����±����
����±����&RORVVLDQV���������7LPRWK\����±�����������7LPRWK\����±����7LWXV�����±�������±���+HEUHZV��������3HWHU�
�������-RKQ����������������5HYHODWLRQ����±���

From Heaven He Came and Sought Her.512766.i04.indd   44 9/24/13   8:19 AM



Sacred Theology and the Reading of the Divine Word௑��

scope, they unavoidably point toward overall theological frameworks. They 

help establish a part-whole hermeneutical dialogue whereby we learn to read 

each of the different parts of the biblical narrative as enveloped within the 

Bible’s own way of looking at its whole story. Our salvation is eternal in 

RULJLQ�DQG�LQH[RUDEO\�HVFKDWRORJLFDO�LQ�PRYHPHQW��LW�LV�SUHGHVWLQHG��DFFRP-

plished, applied, and consummated, and several biblical texts shine light on 

DVSHFWV�RI�WKLV�VSHFWUXP��)RU�H[DPSOH��7LWXV����±��XQIROGV�WZR�GLVWLQFW�PR-

PHQWV�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�KLVWRU\��&KULVW¶V�DSSHDULQJ��DQG�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW¶V�DFW�RI�
regeneration), along with a further anticipatory moment of salvation in the 

IXWXUH��XQHQGLQJ�OLIH�ZLWK�*RG���7KH�VDPH�FDQ�EH�VDLG�RI�5RPDQV����±���
DQG�����±����ZLWK�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�DQRWKHU�PRPHQW�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��*RG¶V�IRUH-
knowing and predestining). What becomes clear from all these texts is that 

eschatology is not merely the “goal” of soteriology, “but also encompasses 

it, constituting its very substance from the outset.”��

Definite Atonement in Theological Perspective
John Webster has recently argued that the chief task of Christian soteriology is 

WR�H[SODLQ�KRZ�*RG�LV�VDYLQJO\�DW�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�DIÀLFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV��$�GRJPDWLF�DF-

count “stretches both backwards and forwards from this central event. It traces 

the work of salvation back into the will of God, and forward into the life of the 

many, who by it are made righteous.”�� The exegetical essays in the volume 

UHYHDO�WKDW�:HEVWHU�LV�FRUUHFW�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKLV�ELGLUHFWLRQDO�ÀRZ�LQ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�
texts, and the theological and pastoral essays are taken up with expounding 

both movements. What more can be said about the “pre-history” of the history 

of salvation in the purposes of the triune God? What does it mean for our sal-

vation to be the work of Father, Son, and Spirit? What does it mean for Jesus 

WR�EH�FUXVKHG�6HUYDQW�DQG�LQWHUFHGLQJ�+LJK�3ULHVW"�:KDW�NLQG�RI�VDFUL¿FH�DQG�
payment for sin did he offer? The theological chapters in this volume coalesce 

to make four key points, each of which shape the map in different ways.

First, the saving work of God is indivisible. This expresses in a single 

statement the four moments of salvation outlined above,�� and it has profound 

��ௗ5LFKDUG�%��*DI¿Q��5HVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�5HGHPSWLRQ��$�6WXG\�LQ�3DXO¶V�6RWHULRORJ\���QG�HG���3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5��
����������
��ௗ-RKQ�%��:HEVWHU��³µ,W�:DV�WKH�:LOO�RI�WKH�/RUG�WR�%UXLVH�+LP¶��6RWHULRORJ\�DQG�WKH�'RFWULQH�RI�*RG�´�LQ�*RG�
RI�6DOYDWLRQ��6RWHULRORJ\�LQ�7KHRORJLFDO�3HUVSHFWLYH, ed. Ivor J. Davidson and Murray A. Rae (Farnham, Surrey, 

8.��$VKJDWH�����������±���������
��ௗ,ELG�����±����FRQVWUXHV�WKH�RYHUDOO�VKDSH�RI�VRWHULRORJ\�LQ�WKUHH�XQL¿HG�PRPHQWV��³WKH�HWHUQDO�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�
SHUIHFW�*RG��WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKDW�SXUSRVH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�ZKLFK�FXOPLQDWHV�LQ�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI�WKH�LQFDUQDWH�6RQ��
and the consummation of that purpose in the Spirit.”
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theological implications. Each of these four moments is distinct, never col-

lapsed into the others, yet never separated from them either. In moment one, 

RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW�KDV�EHHQ�SUHGHVWLQHG��LQ�PRPHQW�WZR��WKH�ZKROH�RI�
our salvation has been procured and secured by Christ, even though his re-

demption is yet to be experientially applied by his Spirit (moment three) and 

eschatologically consummated in his presence (moment four). None of the 

moments of salvation belong to separate theological tracks, as if Christ’s re-

demptive work is somehow disconnected from the election of his people. In 

God’s saving work there is unity in distinction and distinction in unity. God’s 

purposes in Christ are one. Such a perspective helps to avoid the error of col-

lapsing the moments of redemption applied into redemption accomplished 

(as seen in Karl Barth’s theology) or the error of fracturing the bond between 

these moments (as seen in presentations of universal atonement).

Second, the saving work of God is circumscribed by God’s electing grace 

and purpose. That is, God’s redemptive love and divine initiative shape and 

guide the other moments of salvation. God’s love toward his own in election 

DQG�SUHGHVWLQDWLRQ�LV�WKH�IRXQWDLQKHDG�IURP�ZKLFK�VDOYDWLRQ�ÀRZV��,Q�WKLV�
regard, there is an inescapable ordo within the divine decree.�� The argument 

set forth in this book is that, before time, the triune God planned salvation, 

such that the Father chose a people for himself from among fallen human-

kind, a choice that would involve the sending of his Son to purchase them and 

the sending of his Spirit to regenerate them. In the mind of God, the choice 

logically preceded the accomplishment and the application of Christ’s re-

GHPSWLYH�ZRUN��DQG�VR�LQ�KLVWRU\�LW�FLUFXPVFULEHG�WKHP�ERWK��/RXLV�%HUNKRI�
asks, “Did the Father in sending Christ, and did Christ in coming into the 

world, to make atonement for sin, GR�WKLV�ZLWK�WKH�GHVLJQ�RU�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�
RI�VDYLQJ�RQO\�WKH�HOHFW�RU�DOO�PHQ" That is the question, and that only is the 

question.”��

This divine ordo within the decree, the biblical basis for which is pre-

sented in this volume, calls into question attempts that would render election 

non-determinative for salvation, or that would place the decree of election 

after the decree of redemption, or that would subordinate God’s electing love 

for his elect at the expense of his universal love for all humankind—problems 

WKDW�DWWHQG�6HPL�3HODJLDQLVP�DQG�$UPLQLDQLVP��$P\UDOGLDQLVP��DQG�+\SR-

��ௗ)RU�D�KHOSIXO�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�WKH�RUGHU�RI�GHFUHHV��VHH�%��%��:DU¿HOG¶V�WDEOH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�
Donald Macleod’s chapter in this volume.
��ௗ/RXLV�%HUNKRI��6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\��(GLQEXUJK��%DQQHU�RI�7UXWK��������������HPSKDVLV�RULJLQDO��
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thetical Universalism, respectively. In the Scriptures, God’s electing love is 

given the most distributive emphasis—it is no mere “afterthought.”��

Third, the saving work of God has its center in union with Christ. The 

personal union between Christ and believers encompasses all four moments 

of salvation. John Murray succinctly encapsulates the different aspects of this 

P\VWHULRXV�XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�

Union with Christ is the central truth of the whole doctrine of salvation. All 

to which the people of God have been predestined in the eternal election 

of God, all that has been secured and procured for them in the once-for-all 

accomplishment of redemption, all of which they become the actual partak-

ers in the application of redemption, and all that by God’s grace they will 

become in the state of consummated bliss is embraced within the compass 

of union and communion with Christ.
��

Thus, we may never think of Christ’s accomplished redemption in ab-

VWUDFWLRQ�IURP�WKH�XQLRQ�ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH�DW�WKH�PRPHQW�RI�HOHFWLRQ��QRU�PD\�
we detach Christ’s redemptive accomplishment—and his people’s dying and 

rising with him—from the vital union with Christ that occurs through faith, 

RU�IURP�WKH�XQLRQ�\HW�WR�EH�H[SHULHQFHG�ZKHQ�EHOLHYHUV�DUH�¿QDOO\�LQ�&KULVW¶V�
presence. As Sinclair Ferguson points out,

If we are united to Christ, then we are united to him at all points of his activ-

ity on our behalf. We share in his death (we were baptized into his death), in 

his burial (we were buried with him in baptism), in his resurrection (we are 

resurrected with Christ), in his ascension (we have been raised with him), in 

his heavenly session (we sit with him in heavenly places, so that our life is 

hidden with Christ in God), and we will share in his promised return (when 

Christ, who is our life, appears, we also will appear with him in glory).
��

It follows that if the moments of redemption are bound together as distinct-

yet-inseparable acts of God LQ�&KULVW, then certain conceptions of the nature 

and HI¿FDF\ of the atonement begin to emerge.

:LWKLQ�FHUWDLQ�VFKHPHV�RI�WKRXJKW��&KULVW¶V�VDFUL¿FH�VHFXUHV�WKH�VDOYD-
WLRQ�RI�QR�RQH�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��VLQFH�LWV�HI¿FDF\�LV�FRQWLQJHQW�XSRQ�VRPHWKLQJ�
outside the atonement, namely, faith—either synergistic faith (as in forms of 

��ௗ9RV¶V�FULWLTXH�RI�$P\UDOGLDQLVP��³%LEOLFDO�'RFWULQH�RI�WKH�/RYH�RI�*RG�´������
��ௗ-RKQ�0XUUD\��5HGHPSWLRQ�$FFRPSOLVKHG�DQG�$SSOLHG��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV�������������
��ௗ6LQFODLU�%��)HUJXVRQ��³7KH�5HIRUPHG�9LHZ�´�LQ�&KULVWLDQ�6SLULWXDOLW\��)LYH�9LHZV�RI�6DQFWL¿FDWLRQ, ed. Donald 

/��$OH[DQGHU��'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��,93�$FDGHPLF������������

From Heaven He Came and Sought Her.512766.i04.indd   47 9/24/13   8:19 AM



��௑I N T R O D U C T I O N

Semi-Pelagianism and Arminianism)�� or God-elected, monergistic faith (as 

LQ�$P\UDOGLDQ�+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QLYHUVDOLVP���7KHVH�DFFRXQWV�LQWURGXFH�FRQ-

WLQJHQF\�LQWR�WKH�DWRQHPHQW��ZKLFK�VWDQGV�LQ�VKDUS�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�HI¿FDF\�RI�
the cross, argued for here. The saving power of the cross does not “depend on 

IDLWK�EHLQJ�DGGHG�WR�LW��LWV�VDYLQJ�SRZHU�LV�VXFK�WKDW�IDLWK�ÀRZV�IURP�LW�´�� And 

precisely because Christ does not win a hypothetical salvation for hypotheti-

cal believers, but rather a real salvation for his people, the effectiveness of the 

DWRQHPHQW�ÀRZV�IURP�LWV�SHQDO�VXEVWLWXWLRQDU\�QDWXUH��� At issue here is the 

precise meaning of the cross as SXQLVKPHQW for sin, and the two complemen-

tary essays by Garry Williams offer fresh and rigorous accounts which serve 

WR�GHHSHQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�SHQRORJ\��:H�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�
YHU\�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�UDGLFDOO\�UHGH¿QHG�ZKHQ�LWV�VFRSH�LV�H[WHQGHG�
WR�EH�IRU�DOO�ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQ��3DFNHU�VWDWHV�WKH�FDVH�H[DFWO\�

LI�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�DI¿UP�SHQDO�VXEVWLWXWLRQ�IRU�DOO�ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQ�ZH�
must either infer universal salvation or else, to evade this inference, deny 

WKH�VDYLQJ�HI¿FDF\�RI�WKH�VXEVWLWXWLRQ�IRU�DQ\RQH��DQG�LI�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�
DI¿UP�SHQDO�VXEVWLWXWLRQ�DV�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�VDYLQJ�DFW�RI�*RG�ZH�PXVW�HLWKHU�
infer universal salvation or else, to evade this inference, restrict the scope 

of the substitution, making it a substitution for some, not all.
��

,W�LV�XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�ZKLFK�VHFXUHV�WKH�HI¿FDF\�RI�&KULVW¶V�DWRQHPHQW��
because his death is an “in-union-with” kind of death. Those for whom Christ 

GLHG�FDQQRW�EXW�EH�DIIHFWHG�E\�KLV�GHDWK��8QLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�DOVR�GH¿QHV�WKH�
“some” for whom his death is effective. It rescues us from an impoverished 

view of Christ’s death as a mere “instead of” penal substitutionary atonement 

for all, and instead presents us with a UHSUHVHQWDWLYH penal substitutionary 

DWRQHPHQW��&KULVW�GLHV�DV�Someone for VRPH�SHRSOH��+H�GLHV�DV�.LQJ�IRU�KLV�
SHRSOH��DV�+XVEDQG�IRU�KLV�EULGH��DV�WKH�+HDG�IRU�KLV�ERG\��DV�6KHSKHUG�IRU�
his sheep, as Master for his friends, as Firstborn for his brothers and sisters, as 

��ௗ7KLV�V\QHUJLVWLF�IDLWK�RFFXUV�WKURXJK�HLWKHU��D��HTXDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�PDQ¶V�IUHH will (as in Semi-

Pelagianism), or (b) equal cooperation between God and man’s will which is DOUHDG\ IUHHG as a result of prevenient 

JUDFH��DV�LQ�FODVVLF�$UPLQLDQLVP���,Q�HLWKHU�FDVH��WKH�KXPDQ�IUHH�IUHHG�ZLOO�FDQ�UHVLVW�*RG¶V�JUDFH��FRQYHUVHO\��PDQ¶V�
choice is ultimately decisive for faith. For this important distinction, see Roger E. Olson, $UPLQLDQ�7KHRORJ\��0\WKV�
DQG�5HDOLWLHV��'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��,93�$FDGHPLF������������±����HVS�����±���
��ௗ3DFNHU��³,QWURGXFWRU\�(VVD\�´����
��ௗ-RKQ�2ZHQ��6DOXV�(OHFWRUXP��6DQJXLV�-HVX��2U�7KH�'HDWK�RI�'HDWK�LQ�WKH�'HDWK�RI�&KULVW, in 7KH�:RUNV�RI�-RKQ�
2ZHQ��HG��:��+��*RROG�����YROV���(GLQEXUJK��-RKQVWRQH�	�+XQWHU������±������UHSU��(GLQEXUJK��%DQQHU�RI�7UXWK��
���������������SXW�LW�ZHOO��³&KULVW�GLG�QRW�GLH�IRU�DQ\�XSRQ�FRQGLWLRQ��LI�WKH\�GR�EHOLHYH��EXW�KH�GLHG�IRU�DOO�*RG¶V�
elect, WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�EHOLHYH, and believing have eternal life.”
��ௗ-��,��3DFNHU��³:KDW�'LG�WKH�&URVV�$FKLHYH"�7KH�/RJLF�RI�3HQDO�6XEVWLWXWLRQ�´�LQ�&HOHEUDWLQJ�WKH�6DYLQJ�:RUN�
RI�*RG��&ROOHFWHG�6KRUWHU�:ULWLQJV�RI�-��,��3DFNHU,�9ROXPH����&DUOLVOH��8.��3DWHUQRVWHU�����������±����������
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WKH�6HFRQG�DQG�/DVW�$GDP�IRU�D�QHZ�KXPDQLW\��� This is why the particularity 

of the atonement cannot be introduced at the point of application,�� for we 

were united to Christ in his death and resurrection SULRU to appropriating the 

EHQH¿WV�RI�KLV�DWRQHPHQW�E\�IDLWK²ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�VFRSH�RI�UHGHPS-

tion accomplished and applied are necessarily coextensive.

Fourth, the saving work of God in Christ is Trinitarian��7KH�HI¿FDFLRXV�
and indivisible work of God centered in union with Christ ensures that Christ 

GLHG�IRU�D�GH¿QLWH�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH��WKH�7ULQLWDULDQ�VKDSH�RI�WKLV�VRWHULRORJ\�
allows us to go further and say that that is the very LQWHQWLRQ of his death.

7KH�7ULQLW\�RUFKHVWUDWHV�WKH�V\PSKRQ\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�DOO�LWV�PRYHPHQWV��
the Father elects and sends, the Son becomes incarnate and dies, the Spirit 

GUDZV�DQG�YLYL¿HV��%XW�ZKLOH�WKHLU�ZRUNV�DUH�GLVWLQFW�WKH\�DUH�QRW�LQGHSHQ-

GHQW��WKH�)DWKHU�HOHFWV�LQ�&KULVW��WKH�LQFDUQDWH�6RQ�RIIHUV�KLPVHOI�RQ�WKH�FURVV�
through the eternal Spirit to the Father, and the Spirit is sent by the Father 

and the Son to draw and seal the elect. Grounded in the mutual indwelling 

of their persons, the Father, Son, and Spirit together serve the shared goal of 

our salvation. “The Spirit serves the Son by applying what he accomplished, 

and the Son serves the Spirit by making his indwelling possible. Both Son 

and Spirit, together on their twofold mission from the Father, serve the Father 

and minister to us.”��

If, however, as some might argue, Christ’s atoning work on the cross is 

intended for everyone without exception, while its application is limited only 

to those who believe by the power of the Spirit, then, we contend, a fatal 

GLVMXQFWLRQ�LV�LQWURGXFHG��7KH�GLVMXQFWLRQ�LV�QRW�MXVW�FRQFHSWXDO�� LW� LV�DOVR�
personal. Aspects of the one union with Christ are disconnected, redemption 

accomplished is separated from redemption applied, and the divine persons 

are cleaved from each other in their saving intentions. The Son dies for all, yet 

the Father elects only some and the Spirit seals only some.�� We suggest, how-

HYHU��WKDW�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�7ULQLWDULDQ�RSHUDWLRQV�HQYHORSV�D�GH¿QLWH�FRQVWUXDO�
RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�ELJJHU�SLFWXUH�RI�*RG¶V�JORUL¿FDWLRQ�RI�KLPVHOI�

��ௗ+HQUL�$��*��%ORFKHU��³7KH�6FRSH�RI�5HGHPSWLRQ�DQG�0RGHUQ�7KHRORJ\�´�6%(7�����������������
��ௗ&RQWUD�.QR[��³6RPH�$VSHFWV�RI�WKH�$WRQHPHQW�´�����
��ௗ)UHG�6DQGHUV��7KH�'HHS�7KLQJV�RI�*RG��+RZ�WKH�7ULQLW\�&KDQJHV�(YHU\WKLQJ��:KHDWRQ��,/��&URVVZD\�������������
��ௗ7KH�GLVMXQFWLRQV�LQ�D�XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW�DUH�PDQ\��³,W�LQWURGXFHV�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�*RG��ZKR�
desires the salvation of all, and the will or power of God, who actually either will not or cannot grant salvation 

to all. It gives precedence to the person and work of Christ over election and covenant, so that Christ is isolated 

from these contexts and cannot vicariously atone for his people, since there is no fellowship between him and us. 

It denigrates the justice of God by saying that he causes forgiveness and life to be acquired for all and then fails to 

GLVWULEXWH�WKHP�WR�DOO´��+HUPDQ�%DYLQFN��6LQ�DQG�6DOYDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW��YRO����RI�5HIRUPHG�'RJPDWLFV, ed. John Bolt, 

WUDQV��-RKQ�9ULHQG����YROV��>*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU�$FDGHPLF������@�����±����
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For when God designed the great and glorious work of recovering fallen 

man and the saving of sinners, to the praise of the glory of his grace, he 

DSSRLQWHG��LQ�KLV�LQ¿QLWH�ZLVGRP��WZR�JUHDW�PHDQV�WKHUHRI��7KH�RQH�ZDV�the 

JLYLQJ�KLV�6RQ�IRU�WKHP, and the other was WKH�JLYLQJ�KLV�6SLULW�XQWR�WKHP. 

And hereby was way made for the manifestation of the glory of the whole 

EOHVVHG�7ULQLW\��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�XWPRVW�HQG�RI�DOO�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�*RG���

+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QLYHUVDOLVWV�DWWHPSW�WR�DYRLG�WKH�DFFXVDWLRQ�RI�7ULQLWDULDQ�
disharmony by arguing that each person of the Trinity wills both limitation 

and universalism on different levels, thus eliminating any division between 

them.�� Their position, however, is not without problems for Trinitarian the-

ology, since it introduces a division within the will of HDFK person as they 

seek to perform salvation. The position must concede that, at the universal 

level, the person and work of Christ are divided as he performs atonement 

IRU�HYHU\RQH�ZLWKRXW�UHIHUHQFH�WR�KLV�SHUVRQ��UROHV��RU�RI¿FHV��+H�WKHUHIRUH�
dies on the one hand as a UHSUHVHQWDWLYH substitute for his people, yet on the 

other hand as a mere substitute for people whom he knows the Father never 

elected and for whom he will never send his Spirit to draw to himself. The hy-

pothetical scheme not only suggests that God has two economies of salvation 

running in tandem, but it inadvertently presents us with a confused Christ. 

Such a position runs counter to the biblical description of Christ’s work and 

SHUVRQ��DQG�KLV�RI¿FHV��EHLQJ�LQWHUUHODWHG��DQG�KLV�VXEVWLWXWLRQDU\�GHDWK�EHLQJ�
representatively performed in union with his people.

6HWWLQJ�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�LQWHQW��QDWXUH��DQG�HI¿FDF\�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�LQ�
a full-orbed Trinitarian context allows us to understand the relationship be-

WZHHQ�WKHP��-XVW�DV�WKH�HI¿FDF\�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�ÀRZV�IURP�LWV�SHQDO�QDWXUH��
VR�ZH�PD\�VD\�LQ�WXUQ�WKDW�LWV�QDWXUH�ÀRZV�IURP�LWV�GLYLQH�LQWHQW��7KH�6HUYDQW�
is crushed and suffers and is made to be a guilt offering EHFDXVH it was the 

will of the loRD��,VD����������,QWHQGLQJ�WR�VDYH�DOO�WKRVH�JLYHQ�WR�KLP�E\�WKH�
)DWKHU��WKH�6RQ�RIIHUV�KLPVHOI�WKURXJK�WKH�6SLULW�DV�DQ�DWRQLQJ�VDFUL¿FH�DQG�
DFKLHYHV�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�KLV�SHRSOH��+HE��������

��ௗ-RKQ�2ZHQ��̯͍͉͍͇͋̓͒͊̿͑́̿�RU��$�'LVFRXUVH�&RQFHUQLQJ�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW, in :RUNV��������HPSKDVLV�RULJLQDO��
��ௗ)RU�H[DPSOH��-RKQ�'DYHQDQW��³$�'LVVHUWDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�'HDWK�RI�&KULVW��DV�WR�LWV�([WHQW�DQG�VSHFLDO�%HQH¿WV��FRQ-

WDLQLQJ�D�VKRUW�+LVWRU\�RI�3HODJLDQLVP��DQG�VKHZLQJ�WKH�$JUHHPHQW�RI�WKH�'RFWULQHV�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�(QJODQG�RQ�
general Redemption, Election, and Predestination, with the Primitive Fathers of the Christian Church, and above 

DOO��ZLWK�WKH�+RO\�6FULSWXUHV�´�LQ�$Q�([SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�(SLVWOH�RI�6W��3DXO�WR�WKH�&RORVVLDQV��WUDQV��-RVLDK�$OOSRUW����
YROV���/RQGRQ��+DPLOWRQ��$GDPV�������>(QJOLVK�WUDQV��RI������/DWLQ�HG�@���������DQG��������DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�6RQ�
KDG�D�XQLYHUVDO�LQWHQW�WKDW�³FRQIRUPHG�WR�WKH�RUGLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�´�DQG�\HW��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��&KULVW�DI¿UPHG�WKH�
particular will of God when he died, for how else could Christ have “exhibited himself as conformed to the eternal 

appointment of his Father, if, in his saving passion, he had not applied his merits in a peculiar manner infallibly to 

effect and complete the salvation of the elect?”
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7KLV�KHOSV�WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\�WKH�WHUPV�³GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW´�RU�³SDUWLFXODU´�
or “effectual redemption” are to be preferred above “limited atonement,” 

which is commonly used for the doctrine. Not only is there an innate negativ-

ity attached to the language of limitation which obscures what the doctrine 

FRQVLVWHQWO\�LQFOXGHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�VXI¿FLHQF\�RI�&KULVW¶V�GHDWK�IRU�DOO�RU�WKH�
cosmic implications of the atonement), it also misleads given that other views 

of the atonement necessarily “limit” it in some way. John Murray is surely 

ULJKW��³8QOHVV�ZH�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�DOO�PDQNLQG��ZH�FDQQRW�
have an unlimited atonement. On the premise that some perish eternally we 

DUH�VKXW�XS�WR�RQH�RI�WZR�DOWHUQDWLYHV²D�OLPLWHG�HI¿FDF\�RU�D�OLPLWHG�H[WHQW��
there is no such thing as an unlimited atonement.”�� In this book, we com-

monly adopt the term “GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�´�VLQFH�WKH�DGMHFWLYH�³GH¿QLWH´�LV�
DEOH�WR�FRQYH\�WKDW�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�VSHFL¿F�LQ�LWV�LQWHQWLRQ (Christ died to 

save his people) and effective in its nature (it really does atone).��

Definite Atonement in Pastoral Practice
The aim of any doctrinal map must be to show the glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ as revealed in the pages of Scripture. It is the aim of this vol-

XPH�WR�VKRZ�WKH�YLWDO�SODFH�WKDW�D�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�RFFXSLHV�LQ�MXVW�VXFK�
an account of God’s glory. And it is that overall ambition that grounds our 

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�DQG�SDVWRUDO�
care of God’s people. The three chapters that conclude the volume are not 

WKHPVHOYHV�HVVD\V�LQ�SDVWRUDO�SUDFWLFH��UDWKHU��WKH\�VHHN�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�GHHS�
IRXQGDWLRQV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�SDVWRUDO�SUDFWLFH�PD\�EXLOG�DQG�ÀRXULVK��)RU�LI�WKH�
¿QDO�HQG�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�³WKH�UHLWHUDWLRQ�RI�*RG¶V�PDMHVW\�DQG�WKH�JORUL¿FD-
tion of God by all creatures,”�� then our greatest human need is to give God 

glory in gratitude and praise and to structure our creaturely life by the divine 

ZLVGRP�RI�WKH�FUXFL¿HG�0HVVLDK�
+LV�DWRQLQJ�GHDWK�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�SURYLGH�WKH�LQFDUQDWH�6RQ�RI�*RG�

��ௗ-RKQ�0XUUD\��7KH�$WRQHPHQW��3KLODGHOSKLD��3	5������������
��ௗ6LPLODUO\��UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�³H[WHQW´�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�LGHDO�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH�ZRUG�FDQ�TXDOLI\�GLIIHUHQW�
DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW��LWV�LQWHQWLRQ��DFFRPSOLVKPHQW��RU�DSSOLFDWLRQ��$V�5REHUW�/HWKDP��7KH�:RUN�RI�&KULVW 
�/HLFHVWHU��8.��,QWHU�9DUVLW\�3UHVV��������������DUJXHV��³H[WHQW´�JLYHV�WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�EHLQJ�
calculated mathematically or spatially. “Translated into debate on the atonement, the focus becomes that of QXPEHU��
KRZ�PDQ\��RU�ZKDW�SURSRUWLRQ�EHQH¿W�IURP�&KULVW¶V�GHDWK"�'LG�&KULVW�DWRQH�IRU�WKH�VLQV�RI�DOO�RU�VLPSO\�IRU�WKRVH�RI�
the elect? Did he atone for the sins of all in a provisional sense? Or, from quite another direction, is the atonement of 

limited or unlimited value? If the idea of LQWHQW is the central theme, however, the principal point at stake becomes 

that of SXUSRVH or GHVLJQ. In short, the issue crystallises into the place of the atonement in the overall plan of God 

for human redemption. The spatial and mathematical yields to the teleological.”
��ௗ:HEVWHU��³,W�:DV�WKH�:LOO�RI�WKH�/RUG�´����
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ZLWK�WKH�IXOO�GLVSOD\�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG��3KLO�����±�����DQG�VR�SURYLGH�WKH�
SHRSOH�RI�*RG�ZLWK�WKH�GHHSHVW�RI�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�*RG��$�GH¿QLWH�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�&KULVW¶V�DWRQHPHQW�ÀRZV�IURP�VHHLQJ�WKH�VXFFHVVLYH�VWDJHV�
RI�KLV�KXPLOLDWLRQ�DQG�H[DOWDWLRQ�DV�XQL¿HG�SDUWV�RI�D�FRPSOHWH�DFFRPSOLVK-

ment.�� The glory Jesus receives as the Son of God in power in his exaltation 

is his EHFDXVH he has WULXPSKHG over sin and death and hell and has lost none 

RI�WKRVH�ZKRP�WKH�)DWKHU�JDYH�WR�KLP��-RKQ������$V�RXU�*UHDW�+LJK�3ULHVW��
he is seated EHFDXVH he has RSHQHG�a new and living way to God and by his 

VDFUL¿FH�³KDV�PDGH�SHUIHFW�IRUHYHU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�EHLQJ�PDGH�KRO\´��+HE��
�������1,9���7KH�JORU\�RI�*RG�VKLQHV�ZLWK�UDGLDQFH�LQ�WKH�FURVV�RI�&KULVW�
because from his sin-bearing death stems the re-creation of the world and 

WKH�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�RI�DOO�WKLQJV�WR�*RG��&RO���������7KH�DWRQHPHQW�VHFXUHG�
salvation, a world made new, and eternal VKDORP.

,W�LV�RIWHQ�DOOHJHG�WKDW�LQ�WKH�SDVWRUDO�GRPDLQ�WKH�ZHDNQHVVHV�RI�GH¿QLWH�
atonement become most acute. This is not so. We contend that, precisely be-

FDXVH�LW�LV�D�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�WKDW�JLYHV�JUHDWHVW�JORU\�WR�*RG��VR�LW�LV�WKLV�
understanding of the atonement that affords church and world the greatest 

good. The drama of the Son-King who was promised the nations as his inheri-

WDQFH��3V�������DGGV�PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�HYDQJHOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHRSOHV�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG��7KH�/DPE�KDV�SXUFKDVHG�SHRSOH�IRU�*RG��5HY�����±�����&RQYHUVHO\��
the “unevangelized” become an uncomfortable “stone in the shoe” for ad-

YRFDWHV�RI�D�XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW��&KULVW�KDV�SURYLGHG�D�GH�MXUH�salvation for 

all but which GH�IDFWR�is not accessible to all and, inadvertently, ends up in 

UHDOLW\�OLPLWHG�LQ�LWV�VFRSH��'H¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�HQVXUHV�WKDW�ZKDW�LV�RIIHUHG�LQ�
the proclamation of the gospel is the actual accomplishment of redemption. 

To herald the gospel is to herald a 6DYLRU who has by his blood HVWDEOLVKHG 

the covenant of grace which all are called to join. Proponents of a general, 

universal atonement cannot in fact, if being consistent, maintain a belief in 

the sincere offer of salvation for every person. All that can be offered is the 

opportunity or the possibility of salvation—and that not even to all in reality.

An atonement symbolized by the Good Shepherd who lays down his life 

for his sheep provides pastoral riches of motivation, joyful obedience, and 

��ௗ%DYLQFN�H[SODLQV�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKLV�XQLW\�LQ�6LQ�DQG�6DOYDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW�����±�����DQG�EHDXWLIXOO\�H[SORUHV�LWV�
FRVPLF�VFRSH��VHH�HVS�����±�����,QWHUHVWLQJO\��KH�LQFOXGHV�KLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�XQGHU�WKH�H[DOWDWLRQ�RI�
Christ, not his humiliation. For Bavinck, when Christ rose from the dead and ascended to heaven “he took with him 

a treasure of merits that he had acquired by his obedience,” chief among them the reconciliation which he won in 

KLV�DWRQLQJ�GHDWK��������5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ�LV�WKHUHIRUH�D�JLIW�JLYHQ�E\�WKH�ULVHQ�DQG�DVFHQGHG�.LQJ�WR�KLV�SHRSOH�������
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perseverance for pastor and people alike. Atonement which radiates from the 

union of Christ with his people and which is set within the wider paradigm 

of the triune operations cannot but give assurance to the believer. If God—

Father, Son, and Spirit—has worked indivisibly for us in Christ, who then can 

be against us? Models of the atonement that make salvation merely possible 

fail to provide this robust assurance and comfort. Assurance of salvation 

necessarily becomes detached from the secure source of what Christ has done 

and lodges itself in the unstable realm of our response. Atonement has been 

PDGH��\HV²EXW�NQRZOHGJH�RI�LW�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�FDOP�RXU�IHDUV�DQG�DVVXUH�XV�
of our adoption is grounded in human action, not divine. We are salvation’s 

decisive donors.

If John Piper is correct in his concluding essay, that the death of Christ is 

the climax of the glory of God’s grace, which is the apex of the glory of God, 

then the issues of the intent and nature of the atonement are not subjects of 

“little consequence” or “matters of mere speculation”—they touch the very 

QHUYH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG��+H�LV�QRW�JORUL¿HG�ZKHQ�KLV�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�
UHGXFHG�WR�D�PHUH�RSSRUWXQLW\��+H�LV�QRW�JORUL¿HG�ZKHQ�KLV�UHGHPSWLRQ�RI�
ORVW�VLQQHUV�LV�DEULGJHG�WR�EHLQJ�VLPSO\�D�SRVVLELOLW\��*RG�LV�JORUL¿HG�ZKHQ�
KH�LV�VHHQ�DQG�VDYRUHG�DQG�HQMR\HG�IRU�ZKDW�KH�DFWXDOO\�EHVWRZV��VDYLQJ�
JUDFH��,Q�WKLV�JORUL¿FDWLRQ��ZH�KLV�FUHDWXUHV�DUH�PDGH�ZKROH�DQG�KHDOWK\��
worshiping and happy, and commissioned as his ambassadors in his world—

VROL�'HR�JORULD.
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From Heaven He Came and Sought Her.512766.i04.indd   693 9/24/13   8:20 AM



���௑Index of Names

0DF$UWKXU��-RKQ�����Q���
0DFNLQWRVK��+��5������Q��
0DFOHRG��'RQDOG�����Q�������������±��Q����
������������������

0DGGR[��5DQG\�����Q��
0DOOLQVRQ��-HIIUH\�����Q�������Q�������Q��
0DULXV�9LFWRULQXV����Q��
0DUURZ��6WDQOH\�����Q�������
0DUVKDOO��,��+RZDUG����������Q�������Q�����
���±�������Q������������Q�����������Q���
�������������Q��

0DUWLQ��+XJK����������Q����������������Q��
0DUWLQLXV��0DWWKLDV�����±�������
0DXULFH�RI�1DVVDX����������
0DXUXV��5DEDQXV��������
0F$IHH��&OHODQG�%R\G�����Q�
0F&RUPDFN��%UXFH����Q������������Q����
��������Q�������±������������������Q����
���±�������±�������Q�������Q�������Q����
���Q�������Q��������QQ���±�������Q���

0F*RUPDQ��-DFN����
0F*UDWK��$OLVWHU����Q��
0F*XFNLQ��-RKQ�����
0F/DFKODQ��+��-������Q��
0F/\QQ��1HDO����Q��
0HODQFKWKRQ��3KLOLS����������
0HOGHQLXV��5XSHUWXV�����Q�
0H\HU��+��$��:������Q�������±��
0H\HUV��&DURO�����Q��
0LHWKH��7HUU\�����Q��������
0LOJURP��-DFRE���������������
0LOOHU��(��/������
0LOWRQ��$QWKRQ\�����Q�������Q��
0LWFKHOO��$OH[DQGHU�����Q���
0LWFKHOO��%DVLO�����Q��
0REHUO\��5��&������Q�������Q�������±��
0|KOHU��-��$������Q��
0ROWPDQQ��-�UJHQ�����Q�������Q��
0RR��'RXJODV�����Q�������Q�������±����
��������Q�����������������������������
���Q��������Q�������Q�������Q���������
��������Q��

0RRUH��-RQDWKDQ�����Q�������Q������Q�����
���Q�����������������Q�������

0RUH\��5��$������Q��������±��
0RULVRQ��-DPHV����������
0RUUHO��*HRUJH����Q��
0RUULV��(��'������Q�
0RUULV��/HRQ�����Q��������Q������������Q��
0RUWLPHU��6DUDK�����Q��
0RW\HU��-��$OHF�����Q������

0RXQFH��:LOOLDP�����
0XOOHU��5LFKDUG��������Q������Q�����������Q���
���Q������Q������Q�������QQ��±����
���Q�������±��Q�������Q�������Q����
���Q�������Q������±�������Q���������
���Q��������Q�������Q������������

0XUUD\��,DLQ����������Q��
0XUUD\��-RKQ������������������Q�������Q����
��������Q�������Q�������Q��������������
���Q���������������������������������������
�����������������������Q�������

0XVFXOXV��:ROIJDQJ�����

1DVHOOL��$QGUHZ�����Q��
1HOVRQ��'DYLG����������±��
1HWWOHV��7KRPDV�����Q�������Q��������Q�����
���Q���

1LFROH��(PLO�����Q��
1LFROH��5RJHU��������������Q������QQ�±���
���Q�������±�������Q�������Q�������Q����
���Q�������±�������Q�������������Q�����
��������Q��������Q��������Q�������Q����
���Q������������Q�������±�������Q���������
�������������Q��������Q�������±��

Nielsen, Charles, 61n16

1LHW]VFKH��)ULHGULFK�����

2EHUPDQ��+HLNR�����Q��
2¶%ULHQ��3HWHU����������Q��������±��Q����
���Q��

2¶'RQRYDQ��2OLYHU����������±��������������
������������������±�

¯FXPHQLXV�����
2OHYLDQXV��&DVSDU�����
2OVRQ��5RJHU����Q������������Q����
���QQ��±��

2ULJHQ����Q��
2VERUQH��*UDQW�����Q��
2YHUDOO��-RKQ����������Q��
2YH\��0LFKDHO����±������Q��
2ZHQ��-RKQ��������Q��������������Q�����Q���
�������Q������������±���SDVVLP�����Q���
���±�Q�������QQ��±�������Q�������Q����
���Q�������Q������������Q���������������
���Q�������±������������±������������±����
��������Q�������Q�������Q�����������Q����
��������������������������������������±����
���������������������������������Q����
���Q�������Q������������Q��
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3DFNHU��-��,������������������������Q������Q����
���Q�����������������Q������������Q�����
������������������

Pajon, Claude, 196

3DUHXV��'DYLG�����Q��
3DUYLV��3DXO��������Q��
3DUYLV��6DUD����±��
3DVFDO��%ODLVH�����±������������±��Q���������
���Q�������������

3DWWHUVRQ��3DLJH�����
3HODJLXV����
3HOLNDQ��-DURVODY����±������Q�
3HUNLQV��:LOOLDP�����Q��
3HWDYLXV�����Q��
3HWHUOLQ��'DYRULQ����Q��
3LQN��$��:���������Q������
3LQQRFN��&ODUN�����±���������������������������
3LSHU��-RKQ�������������������Q�������±�����
��������Q������Q�

3LVFDWRU��-RKDQQHV�����Q������Q��
3OLQ\�����Q�
3RLUHW��3LHUUH�����Q��
3ROKLOO��(GZDUG����������
3RUSK\U\�����
3RUWHU��6��(������Q��
3R\WKUHVV��9HUQ�����Q��������
3URVSHU�RI�$TXLWDLQH������������±�������
3UXGHQWLXV����

4XLFN��-RKQ�����Q����������������������Q��

5DKQHU��.DUO�����
5DLQERZ��-RQDWKDQ������������Q������±��Q�
5DLWW��-LOO�����Q��
5DPVH\��%RQLIDFH����Q��
5DWUDPQXV�RI�&RUELH����
5H\PRQG��5REHUW�����Q����������������±����
��������

5LFKDUGV��,��$������
5LFKHOLHX��&DUGLQDO�����
5LYHW��$QGUp�����Q������������Q���������������
���Q��������

5LYHW��*XLOODXPH�����
5RKOV��-DQ�����Q��
5RXZHQGDO��3��/�����Q������Q������Q����
���Q������������Q�������Q�������Q��

5X¿QXV�RI�$TXLOHLD����Q��
5XQLD��.ODDV�����Q���
5XWKHUIRUG��6DPXHO�����Q�������Q��
5\NHQ��3KLOLS�����Q��
5\OH��-��&�����

6DFK��$QGUHZ����±������Q��
6DOLHU��%LOO�����Q��
6DQGHUV��)UHG��������������±��
6DQGHUV��-RKQ�����
6DVVH��+HUPDQQ�����Q��
6FDHU��'DYLG�����Q��
6FKLOGHU��.O������Q��
6FKO�WHU��-RDFKLP�����
6FKUHLQHU��7KRPDV�����Q�������Q�������Q����
���Q��������Q�������Q�

6FKURFN��'DYLG����Q������Q��
6FKZHLW]HU��$OEHUW�����±��
6FKZHL]HU��$OH[DQGHU�����Q�
6HDPDQ��/D]DUXV�����
6HOO��$ODQ�����
6HUYDWXV�/XSXV����
6HZHOO��.HLWK�����Q��
6KHGG��:��7������
6KXOW]��*DU\��-U����������������Q�������Q����
���Q���������������������������������������
���Q������������Q������������±�������Q����
661

6LQQHPD��'RQDOG�����Q������Q��
6NHDW��7��&������Q�������������
6NLQQHU��4XHQWLQ�����Q��
6NODU��-D\�����Q
��¿JXUH������
6PDLO��7KRPDV�����Q��
6PHDWRQ��*HRUJH�����Q�������Q��
6RFLQXV��)DXVWXV����������Q������������
6RFLQXV��/DHOLXV�����
6RVNLFH��-DQHW�0DUWLQ�����
6SDQKHLP��)ULHGULFK���������������Q��������
6SXUJHRQ��&��+������
6WDQJOLQ��.HLWK�����Q��
6WDXIIHU��5LFKDUG�����
6WHLQPHW]��'DYLG�����Q�������Q��
6WLEEV��$ODQ�����
6WRU\��5REHUW�����Q��
6WRWW��-RKQ�����Q��
6WRWW��:LOIUHG�����
6WRXSSH��-HDQ�%DSWLVWH�����
6WUDQJH��'DQLHO�����Q�������QQ��±�������Q��
6WURQJ��$��+������Q���
6WXDUW��'RXJODV�����Q��
6WXFFR��*XLGR��������Q��
6ZDQVRQ��$QGUHZ�����

7D\ORU��'DQLHO����Q������Q������
7HUWXOOLDQ���������
7HVWDUG��3DXO�����Q�������Q���������������
���Q���
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Theodosius I, 69

7KRPDV��*��0LFKDHO���������������Q����
���Q��

7LHVVHQ��7HUUDQFH�����Q�������Q��
7ROVPD��0DULMNH�����Q��
7RSODG\��$XJXVWXV�����Q��������±�������
7RUUDQFH��-��%�����±������Q������������±����
���Q�����������������Q��

7RUUDQFH��7��)���������������Q�������Q�����
��������±���SDVVLP�����QQ��±�������Q����
���±������������Q�������±�������Q��

7RZQH��-RKQ�����Q��
7RZQHQG��6WXDUW�����Q��
7RZQHU��3KLOLS��������������������Q�
7UpPRXLOOH��+HQUL�&KDUOHV�GH�OD�����
7URXJKWRQ��:LOOLDP�����Q��
7UXHPDQ��&DUO����Q�������Q������Q�������Q��
7XUUHWLQ��)UDQFLV��������������Q�������Q����
���±�������Q����������������±��������������
��������Q������������Q������������Q�����
��������±�����������������Q��

Turretin, J. A., 196

8UVLQXV��=DFKDULDV����������Q������������
8VVKHU��-DPHV��������������������Q����������
���±���SDVVLP�����±�������±��

8\WHQERJDHUW��-RKDQQHV����������

YDQ�$VVHOW��:LOOHP�����Q�������Q�������Q��
YDQ�%XUHQ��3DXO�����Q�
9DQFH��/DXUHQFH�����Q��
YDQ�(VW��:LOOHP�+HVVHOV�����Q��
YDQ�+RON��/������
9DQKRR]HU��.HYLQ��������������Q��
YDQ�/HHXZHQ��7KHRGRRU�����Q��
YDQ�2OGHQEDUQHYHOW��-RKDQ����������Q�������
9HUPLJOL��3HWHU�0DUW\U����������
9LQHV��5LFKDUG�����
9RHWLXV��*LVEHUWXV�����Q�������Q��
9RV��*HHUKDUGXV����Q�������Q��������������
��������Q������������Q�������Q���������
���Q��

:DODHXV��$QWRQLXV�����
:DOGURQ��6DPXHO�����
:DOWRQ��-RKQ�����
:DUG��6DPXHO�����Q������������Q�������
:DUH��%UXFH����������±�������Q��
:DU¿HOG��%��%�����Q�����������������Q�����
���Q�����������Q������������±�������Q����
���

:DWWV��,VDDF�����
:DWWV��5LNNL�����Q�������Q��
:HEHU��+��(������Q��
:HEVWHU��-RKQ��������Q�����������±�������
:HOOXP��6WHSKHQ����Q�������Q��
:HQKDP��*RUGRQ����������Q�������Q����
���Q�������±��

:HVOH\��&KDUOHV����������
:HVOH\��-RKQ��������������
:KLWE\��'DQLHO��������
:KLWH��$ODQ�����Q��
:KLWH��3HWHU�����
:LOFNHQV��8OULFK�����Q��
:LOODUG��*��:������Q��
:LOOLDPV��'DQLHO����Q��
:LOOLDPV��'DYLG�����Q��
:LOOLDPV��*DUU\���������Q������������Q����
���Q�������Q������������

:LOOLDPV��-DUYLV�-������Q�
:LOOLDPV��0DUWLQ�����Q��
:LOOLDPVRQ��&UDLJ�����Q��
:LQVORZ��2FWDYLXV�����
:LWVLXV��+HUPDQ�����Q�
:ROPDU��0HOFKLRU�����
:RRGEULGJH��-RKQ�����
:RROVH\��$QGUHZ�����Q��
:RUGVZRUWK��&KULVWRSKHU�����
:RXGVWUD��0DUWHQ�����Q���

<HDJR��'DYLG����Q��

=DQFKL��-HURPH�����
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��&OHPHQW������DEVHQFH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�³FURVV´�LQ��
��Q����&RSWLF�PDQXVFULSWV�RI����Q����*UHHN�
PDQXVFULSWV�RI����Q����/DWLQ�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI��
��Q����PDLQ�SXUSRVH�RI������6\ULDF�PDQX-

script of, 61n19

³$FWH�GH�7KRXDUV´������������
DGRSWLRQ����������Q������������
DJDSƝ��*UHHN��ORYH������
DJRUD]ǀ��*UHHN��WR�EX\������±��
³DOO�,VUDHO�´������LQ�-HZLVK�VRXUFHV�����Q��
$P\UDOGLDQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�����
$P\UDOGLDQLVP��������Q����������������������
�����������������������Q���LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
HYDQJHOLFDO�FLUFOHV�����±����FULWLTXH�RI��
���±����DQG�GLVFRUG�LQ�WKH�7ULQLWDULDQ�UHOD-
WLRQV�����±����HLJKWHHQWK��DQG�QLQHWHHQWK�
FHQWXU\�ZRUNV�RQ�����Q���DQG�WKH�IRUFLQJ�
of a disjunction between the moments of 

UHGHPSWLRQ�������DQG�PRQHUJLVWLF�IDLWK�������
DQG�3DXO¶V�SDUWLFXODULVWLF�WH[WV�������DQG�WKH�
placement of the decree of election after the 

GHFUHH�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�������DQG�VDOYDWLRQ��
�����WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�ZRUNV�RQ�����Q�

DQDGHFKRPDL��*UHHN��WR�EHFRPH�VXUHW\�IRU���
��±��

³$QG�&DQ�,W�%H"´��&��:HVOH\�����������
$QVZHU�RI�WKH�6DLG�$UFK�%LVKRS�RI�$UPDJK��WR�
6RPH�([FHSWLRQV�7DNHQ�$JDLQVW�+LV�$IRUH-
VDLG�/HWWHU��$Q��8VVKHU������±��

DQWLOXWURQ��*UHHN��GHOLYHU\�IURP�ERQGDJH��
VXEVWLWXWH�UDQVRP���������������������

$SKRULVPHV�RI�-XVWL¿FDWLRQ��%D[WHU��������RQ�
WKH�SULVRQHU�DQDORJ\�����±�������±����RQ�
the VROXWLR�HLXVGHP�����

DSRNDWDOODVVǀ��*UHHN��WR�UHFRQFLOH������±���
DV�PHDQLQJ�³SDFLI\�´����±���DV�PHDQLQJ�
³SHDFH�ZLWK�*RG�´����±��

DSRNDWDVLV��*UHHN��UHVWRUDWLRQ������
DSROOXPL��*UHHN��VSLULWXDO�UXLQ�����������±��
DSRVWDV\�����Q���
DSRWKQƝVNǀ��*UHHN��WR�GLH������±�
³DUP�RI�<DKZHK�´����±�������
$UPLQLDQLVP������������±������Q�������������
�������������±�������Q���DQG�GLVVRQDQFH�
LQ�WKH�7ULQLW\�������RQ�WKH�GLYLQH�GHFUHH��
���±��������DQG�HOHFWLRQ�DV�PHUH�IRUHNQRZO-
HGJH�������DQG�WKH�IRUFLQJ�RI�D�GLVMXQFWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�PRPHQWV�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�������
DQG�3DXO¶V�SDUWLFXODULVWLF�WH[WV�������DQG�
VDOYDWLRQ�������DQG�V\QHUJLVWLF�IDLWK����Q����
��������Q����6HH�DOVR�Remonstrants

ҴƗVKƗP��+HEUHZ��JXLOW�RIIHULQJ������±��
ҵD]ƗҴ]ƝO��+HEUHZ��VFDSH�JRDW������Q��

EDSWLVP��SRSXODU�LGHD�RI�GXULQJ�WKH�&DUR-

OLQJLDQ�SHULRG����±����DV�D�V\PERO�RI�RXU�
“conversion-initiation” into the Christian 

OLIH�����±��
%HOJLF�&RQIHVVLRQ����������
ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�������DQG�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��
���±��

%RRN�RI�&RQFRUG��������������DV�³7KH�%RRN�RI�
'LVFRUG�´����

%RRN�RI�4XHVWLRQV�DQG�$QVZHUV��%H]D������±��
%ULHI�7UDLWWp�GH�OD�3UHGHVWLQDWLRQ�HW�GH�VHV�SULQ-

FLSDOHV�GHSHQGDQFHV��$P\UDXW�������������
DQG�$P\UDXW¶V�VL[�VHUPRQV�������WKH�FLUFXP-

VWDQFHV�EHKLQG�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�������RQ�
WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKH�VLQ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�PDQ��
�����RQ�WKH�GHSUDYLW\�RI�PDQ�������RQ�HOHF-
WLRQ�DQG�SUHGHVWLQDWLRQ�����±����RQ�*RG¶V�
purpose for sending his Son to the world, 

���±����DV�D�NLQG�RI�DSRORJLD�������RQ�SUH-
GHVWLQDWLRQ�������UHVSRQVHV�WR�E\�$P\UDXW¶V�
FROOHDJXHV�����±����RQ�VDOYDWLRQ�����±����

Index of Subjects
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RQ�ZK\�*RG�FUHDWHG�PDQ�����±����RQ�ZK\�
*RG�FUHDWHG�WKH�ZRUOG�����±����RQ�ZK\�*RG�
SHUPLWWHG�WKH�¿UVW�PDQ�WR�VLQ�����±��

&DOYLQLVP��³¿YH�SRLQW�&DOYLQLVP�´������
³IRXU�SRLQW�&DOYLQLVP�´���������±����³IRXU�
DQG�D�KDOI�SRLQW�&DOYLQLVP�´������K\SHU�
&DOYLQLVP�����Q�������Q�������������Q��

&DQRQV�RI�'RUGW��'RUW������QQ�±������±����
���Q�������Q���������������DGRSWLRQ�RI�E\�
WKH�)UHQFK�5HIRUPHG�FKXUFK�����±����WKH�
%ULWLVK�GHOHJDWLRQ¶V�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�����±����
GLYLVLRQ�RI�GHOHJDWHV�RYHU�����±����RQ�WKH�
LQWHQWLRQDO�HI¿FDF\�RI�WKH�FURVV�����±����
VXEVFULSWLRQ�RI�(QJOLVK�+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QL-
YHUVDOLVWV�WR�����Q����RQ�WKH�VXI¿FLHQF\�RI�
WKH�FURVV�����±����XQVXFFHVVIXO�DWWHPSWV�E\�
the Church of England to adopt the Canons 

alongside the 7KLUW\�QLQH�$UWLFOHV�����
&DXVH�RI�*RG�DQG�7UXWK��7KH�(Gill), citation of 

WKH�FKXUFK�IDWKHUV�LQ����±������±��
FKƗOƗK��+HEUHZ�>+LSKLO@��WR�PDNH�VLFN��������
���Q�������Q��

&KDOFHGRQLDQ�)RUPXOD���������������������
Christ. See Jesus

Christ Jesus. See Jesus

&KULVW�2XU�3HQDO�6XEVWLWXWH��'DEQH\��������
���

&KULVWXV�9LFWRU��/DWLQ��&KULVW�WKH�9LFWRU�����
FLUFXPFLVLRQ�����Q��
³&RPSHO�WKHP�WR�FRPH�LQ´��6SXUJHRQ������
FRQGHPQDWLRQ�����
&RXQFLO�RI�4XLHUF\����������
&RXQFLO�RI�7UHQW������±����������
&RXQFLO�RI�9DOHQFH����������
&RXQWHU�5HPRQVWUDQFH������������
&RXQWHU�5HPRQVWUDQWV�����
FRYHQDQW�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ����������Q������±����
DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�PHULW�����±����RULJLQV�RI��
���±����SXUSRVH�RI�����±����DQG�WKH�XQLW\�
RI�WKH�RI¿FH�RI�PHGLDWRU�����±��

FRYHQDQWV�����±����FRYHQDQW�PRWLIV�����Q����
FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV�����±����WKH�QHZ�FRY-

HQDQW���������������±�������Q�������±����
WKH�ROG�FRYHQDQW����������±�������±����See 

DOVR�covenant of redemption

&URVV�DQG�6DOYDWLRQ��7KH��'HPDUHVW������±��
³&URZQ�+LP�ZLWK�0DQ\�&URZQV´��%ULGJHV���
���

&XU�'HXV�+RPR�(Anselm of Canterbury), 

��Q�������

GƗNƗ௘Ҵ���+HEUHZ�>3LHO@��WR�FUXVK�����������Q��
'D\�RI�$WRQHPHQW�����±������������±����
����������DV�ERWK�DOO�LQFOXVLYH�DQG�VWULFWO\�
H[FOXVLYH�����Q����QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�
DSSURDFK�WR�����±����DQG�SULHVWO\�LQWHUFHV-
VLRQ����������Q����5HIRUPHG�FRYHQDQWDO�
DSSURDFK�WR�����±����DQG�WKH�³VFDSHJRDW�´�
���QQ��±�������Q��

'HDWK�RI�'HDWK�LQ�WKH�'HDWK�RI�&KULVW��7KH�
�2ZHQ����������������±������������±����WKH�
FRQWUROOLQJ�PRGHO�LQ�������RQ�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�
between the two kinds of VROXWLR�����±���
����������SULVRQHU�DQDORJ\�LQ�����

'HIHQFH�RI�WKH�&DWKROLF�)DLWK��$��*URWLXV������
GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW����±�������������������
���±����LQ�WKH�%LEOH��������±����ELEOLFR�
V\VWHPDWLF�DSSURDFK�WR����±���������DQG�
&KULVWLDQ�DVVXUDQFH�����±�������±���������
LQ�FKXUFK�KLVWRU\��������±����DV�D�FRURO-
lary of penal substitutionary atonement, 

����DQG�FUHDWLRQ¶V�UHVWRUDWLRQ�����±����DQG�
GLYLQH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�������DQG�WKH�³GRXEOH�
MHRSDUG\´�DUJXPHQW������WKH�GRXEOH�SD\PHQW�
DUJXPHQW�IRU�����±����SDVVLP�(VHH�DOVR�
SXQLVKPHQW�PHWDSKRU���HI¿FDF\�RI�����Q����
���±���DQG�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�������DQG�
JUDWLWXGH�����±����DQG�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�
DWRQHPHQW��������Q����DQG�WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG��
���±����DQG�PLVVLRQV�����±����DQG�WKH�
QDWXUH�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW������DQG�WKH�QHZ�
FRYHQDQW�����±����REMHFWLRQV�WR����±����LQ�
SDVWRUDO�SUDFWLFH��������±����LQ�WKH�3DWULVWLF�
HUD����±����SHQDO�VXEVWLWXWLRQDU\�DWRQHPHQW�
DV�GH¿QLWH�����±���������LQ�WKH�3HQWD-
WHXFK�����±����SUHDFKLQJ�RQ�����±����DQG�
preservation of the truth of time under God, 

���±����DQG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�XQHYDQ-

JHOL]HG�����±�����DQG�6FULSWXUH�����±����
DV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SDUW�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�-HVXV¶V�
DFKLHYHPHQW�����±����DQG�D�VLQFHUH�RIIHU�RI�
WKH�JRVSHO�WR�DOO�����±����WKH�VSHFL¿FLW\�RI�
WKH�DWRQHPHQW�LQ�6FULSWXUH�����±����LQ�WKHR-

ORJLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH��������±����DQG�7ULQLWDU-
LDQ�KDUPRQ\�����±�������±�������Q����DQG�
XQLYHUVDO�RIIHU�����±����DV�XQTXDQWL¿DEOH��
���±����DQG�D�YDOLG�RIIHU�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�
DOO�����±����ZK\�LW�LV�GH¿QLWH������DQG�ZLW-
QHVV�DQG�VHUYLFH�������DQG�ZRUVKLS�����±��

'HLVP�����
'H�LXUH�EHOOL�DF�SDFLV��*URWLXV������
'H�-HVX�&KULVWR�6HUYDWRUH��)��6RFLQXV������
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'LDORJXH�ZLWK�7U\SKR��-XVWLQ�0DUW\U�����±��
'LVFRXUVH�RI�WKH�)LYH�3RLQWV��$��:KLWE\�����
'LVSOD\�RI�$UPLQLDQLVP��$��2ZHQ�����������
'LVVHUWDWLRQ�&RQFHUQLQJ�WKH�(QG�IRU�:KLFK�
*RG�&UHDWHG�WKH�:RUOG��-��(GZDUGV������

“Dissertation on the Death of Christ, as to its 

([WHQW�DQG�VSHFLDO�%HQH¿WV´��'DYHQDQW���
���±����SXEOLFDWLRQ�KLVWRU\�RI�����Q��

GLYLQH�GHFUHH����±������������±����LQ�
$UPLQLDQLVP�����±��������LQ�+\SRWKHWL-
FDO�8QLYHUVDOLVP�����±����RUGHU�RI��VHH�
LQIUDODS�VDULDQLVP��VXSUDODSVDULDQLVP���LQ�
5HIRUPHG�RUWKRGR[\�����������������See 

DOVR�HOHFWLRQ��SUHGHVWLQDWLRQ��UHSUREDWLRQ
GLYLQH�IRUHNQRZOHGJH����±����DQG�HYLO����±����
DQG�IUHH�ZLOO����±����DQG�*RG¶V�JUDFH��
��±��

'RFWULQDH�-��&DOYLQL�GH�$EVROXWR�5HSUREDWLRQLV�
'HFUHWR�'HIHQVLR��$P\UDXW������

doctrine, commitment to versus personally 

FRPPLWWHG�WR����±��
GRQXP�VXSHUDGGLWXP��/DWLQ��VXSHUDGGHG�JLIW���
���±��

GR[D]ǀ��*UHHN��WR�JORULI\�����������
'XWFK�$QQRWDWLRQV�����±��

HOHFWLRQ��������±������������±��������������
as “in Christ” (Christ as author, executor, 

DQG�JURXQG�RI�HOHFWLRQ������±���VLJQL¿FDQW�
ELEOLFDO�WH[WV�RQ����Q����DV�VRWHULRORJL-
FDO�SUHGHVWLQDWLRQ�������DV�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�
SUHUHTXLVLWH�RI�DWRQHPHQW�����Q���6HH�DOVR�
predestination

(QJOLVK�$QQRWDWLRQV����������������������
���Q���

(VFKDQWLOORQ�GH�OD�'RFWULQH�GH�&DOYLQ�WRXFKDQW�
OD�3UHGHVWLQDWLRQ��$P\UDXW������

HVFKDWRORJLFDO�XQLYHUVDOLVP�����±��
(XFKDULVW��WKH��ZRUGV�RI�FRQVHFUDWLRQ�LQ����±����
��Q��

HYDQJHOLVP����������±�����6HH�DOVR�missions

HYLO��DQG�GLYLQH�IRUHNQRZOHGJH����±��
H[ƝJHRPDL��*UHHN��WR�LQIRUP��WR�UHODWH��WR�WHOO�
IXOO\������

H[HJHVLV�������$XJXVWLQLDQ�H[HJHVLV�RQ�WKH�
H[WHQW�RI�-HVXV¶V�UHGHPSWLRQ�����±����DQG�
³UHWURGXFWLRQ�´������DQG�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�GH¿Q�
LWH�DWRQHPHQW�����±����DQG�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�
+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QLYHUVDOLVP�����±��

([RGXV��ERRN�RI��WKH�GHDWK�RI�(J\SW¶V�¿UVWERUQ�
DV�MXGJPHQW�LQ�����Q����IRFXV�RI�RQ�WKH�

Israelites as slaves in need of emancipation, 

���Q����WKH�3DVVRYHU�ULWXDO�LQ�����±����
SULHVWO\�LQWHUFHVVLRQ�IRU�,VUDHO�LQ�����

IDLWK��LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�5RPDQV����������Q����DV�
D�JLIW�IURP�*RG������������PRQHUJLVWLF�IDLWK��
����V\QHUJLVWLF�IDLWK����±������Q��

³)DLWK�5HYLYLQJ´��7RSODG\������±��
)HGHUDO�WKHRORJ\���������������±�������Q����
��������������������6HH�DOVR�Westminster 

Confession of Faith

)RUPXOD�&RQVHQVXV�(FFOHVLDUXP�+HOYHWLFD�
�����������±������������

)RXU�%RRNV�RI�6HQWHQFHV��7KH�(/LEUL�4XDWXRU�
6HQWHQWLDUXP���/RPEDUG�����±������

³¿YH�SRLQW�&DOYLQLVP�´����
³IRXU�SRLQW�&DOYLQLVP�´���������±��
³IRXU�DQG�D�KDOI�SRLQW�&DOYLQLVP�´����
IUHH�ZLOO������DQG�GLYLQH�IRUHNQRZOHGJH��
��±��

*DQJUDHQD��7��(GZDUGV������
*HQHVLV��ERRN�RI��VDFUL¿FH�DQG�DWRQHPHQW�LQ��
���±��

*RG��DEVROXWH�SRZHU�RI�����Q����DWWULEXWHV�RI��
����DV�FUHGLWRU�DQG�UXOHU����������±����JORU\�
RI����±�����������±�����������������±����
�����JUDFH�RI����±�������±�������������
�����KROLQHVV�RI����������Q����MXVWLFH�RI��
���±�������Q����ORYH�RI����±�������Q����
��������±�������±�������±����RUGDLQHG�
SRZHU�RI�����Q����VLPSOLFLW\�RI����±���������
ZLOO�RI��������±�������±������±�������±����
���Q�������Q�������±������������±���������
���±��

JRVSHO��WKH��D�VLQFHUH�RIIHU�RI�WR�DOO�����±����D�
YDOLG�RIIHU�RI�WR�DOO�����±��

+DJXH�&RQIHUHQFH�����������������±����DQG�
the 6HQWHQWLD�5HPRQVWUDQWLXP�������6HH�DOVR�
&RXQWHU�5HPRQVWUDQFH

KHDGVKLS��FRPPXQLW\�KHDGVKLS�������RI�D�
KXVEDQG�������RI�-HVXV�����±��

+HEUHZV��ERRN�RI��DWRQHPHQW�LQ����±���������
-HVXV�DV�WKH�*UHDW�+LJK�3ULHVW�LQ�����±����
���Q�������

+HLGHOEHUJ�&DWHFKLVP����������Q�������
KLODVWƝULRQ��*UHHN��SURSLWLDWLRQ����������������
KXPDQLVP�����±��
KXPDQ�QDWXUH�����±�������
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K\SHU�&DOYLQLVP�����Q�������Q����������
���Q��

+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QLYHUVDOLVP��������Q������±����
������Q������������Q�������������������
���Q��������±������������Q���������
���Q����%ULWLVK�+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QLYHUVDOLVP��
���Q��������DQG�WKH�&DQRQV�RI�'RUGW��'RUW���
��Q����DQG�FRQIXVLRQ�LQ�WKH�6RQ�����±����
FULWLTXH�RI�����±����DQG�GLVFRUG�LQ�WKH�
7ULQLWDULDQ�UHODWLRQV�����±����RQ�WKH�GLYLQH�
GHFUHH�����±����DQG�³GRXEOH�SD\PHQW�´�
���±����DQG�WKH�IRUFLQJ�RI�D�GLVMXQFWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�PRPHQWV�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�������
DQG�*RG¶V�ORYH�����±����DQG�PRQHUJLVWLF�
IDLWK�������DQG�3DXO¶V�SDUWLFXODULVWLF�WH[WV��
�����5HIRUPHG�YDULHWLHV�RI�������DQG�VDOYD-
WLRQ�������DQG�6FULSWXUH�����±����DQG�WKH�
subordination of God’s electing love for his 

HOHFW�WR�D�XQLYHUVDO�FRPSDFW�����±����DQG�
³VXI¿FLHQF\�´����±����RQ�WKH�7ULQLW\�DQG�
VDOYDWLRQ���������±��Q����DQG�XQGHUSHUIRU-
PDQFH�E\�WKH�6SLULW�����±��

LQIUDODSVDULDQLVP�����±��
,QVWLWXWHV�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�5HOLJLRQ�(Calvin), 

��±��
,VUDHO��DV�*RG¶V�HOHFW�����±��

-DQVHQLVWV�����
-HVXV��DQG�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�����±������±����
%UHDG�RI�/LIH�'LVFRXUVH�RI�����±����DV�
WKH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG����±�������������������
�����KHDGVKLS�RI�����±����LQ�+HEUHZV��
���±�������±�������Q���������+LJK�3ULHVWO\�
3UD\HU�RI�����±���������LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�������
���±���������DV�,QVWUXFWRU�DQG�*XDUGLDQ��
���Q����DV�WKH�0HGLDWRU�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRY-

HQDQW�����±����PLUDFOHV�RI�����±����DV�WKH�
PLUURU�RI�HOHFWLRQ�����±����UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI��
�����WUDQV¿JXUDWLRQ�RI�������6HH�DOVR�Jesus, 

GHDWK�RI��-HVXV��DV�WKH�+LJK�3ULHVW�RI�WKH�QHZ�
covenant

-HVXV��GHDWK�RI��DQG�WKH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�RI�
WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�KLV�SHRSOH�����±����DV�WKH�
FOLPD[�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG¶V�JUDFH�����±����
DV�D�GH¿QLWLYH�GLVSOD\�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG��
���±�������±����LQ�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�-RKQ��
���±����LQ�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�0DWWKHZ�����±����
LQ�WKH�-RKDQQLQH�HSLVWOHV�����±����WKH�
MXGLFLDO�QDWXUH�RI�����±����1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
IRFXV�RQ�����Q����IRU�WKH�VLQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��

���±����DV�D�ZRUN�RI�SHQDO�VXEVWLWXWLRQ�WKDW�
MXVWO\�JURXQGV�IRUJLYHQHVV�����±��

-HVXV��DV�WKH�+LJK�3ULHVW�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��
���±�������Q���WKH�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�-HVXV¶V�
priestly work of offering and intercession in 

JHQHUDO�DWRQHPHQW�YLHZV�����±����-HVXV¶V�
IXO¿OOLQJ�WKH�RI¿FH�DQG�ZRUN�RI�WKH�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW�SULHVW�����±�������±����-HVXV¶V�
transcending of the Old Testament priest and 

LQDXJXUDWLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�����±��

NƗSKDU��+HEUHZ�>3LHO@��WR�DWRQH������Q�
NRVPRV��*UHHN��ZRUOG�����������Q�������Q����
LQ�WKH�-RKDQQLQH�OLWHUDWXUH�����±����LQ�WKH�
3DXOLQH�OLWHUDWXUH�����±�

ODQJXDJH�RI�DVSLUDWLRQ���������±�����������
/DVW�6XSSHU�����Q��
/HYLWLFXV��ERRN�RI��RIIHULQJV�LQ�������WKH�

burnt offering (“the offering that ascends”), 

���±����WKH�SHDFH�RIIHULQJ�����Q����WKH�
SXUL¿FDWLRQ��VLQ��RIIHULQJ�����±�������Q����
WKH�UHSDUDWLRQ�RIIHULQJ�����±��

OH[�WDOLRQLV�����±�
limited atonement. See GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW
ORJLF��WHQGHQWLDO�����±��
/RJRV�LQFDUQDWXV��DOUHDG\�LQFDUQDWH��/RJRV�
LQFDUQDQGXV�(to be incarnated) distinction, 

���±��
OXWU��ZRUG�JURXS�����
OXWURǀ��*UHHN��WR�UDQGRP��UHGHHP�������������
���

OXWURQ��*UHHN��UDQVRP���������������������

PDOLVWD��*UHHN��HVSHFLDOO\��DERYH�DOO��������
���±�������

0DUURZ�RI�0RGHUQ�'LYLQLW\��7KH�(Baxter), 

���Q���
PHWDSKRUV�����±���������6HH�DOVR�God, as 

FUHGLWRU�DQG�UXOHU��SXQLVKPHQW�PHWDSKRU
PLQ��+HEUHZ��EHFDXVH�RI�����������Q�
PLãSƗW��+HEUHZ��MXVWLFH������±��
PLVVLRQV�����±�������±����PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU��
���±���XQLYHUVDOLW\�RI�����±���6HH�DOVR�
evangelism

0RQWEpOLDUG�&ROORTX\��������������%H]D¶V�
SXEOLVKHG�HGLWLRQV�RI�����±��

“multiple intentions view.” See “four-point 

Calvinism”

P\VWHU\�����
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1DWXUH�RI�WKH�$WRQHPHQW��7KH��-��0F/HRG�
&DPSEHOO�����������������FRQWH[W�RI�����±��

1HVWRULDQLVP����������
1LFHQR�&RQVWDQWLQRSROLWDQ�&UHHG�����������
1LFRPDFKHDQ�(WKLFV��$ULVWRWOH������
³1RW�$OO�WKH�%ORRG�RI�%HDVWV´��:DWWV������

2I�WKH�'HDWK�RI�&KULVW��2ZHQ������������������
�����RQ�WKH�SULVRQHU�DQDORJ\�����±��

2I�WKH�'HDWK�RI�&KULVW��DQG�RI�-XVWL¿FDWLRQ�
�2ZHQ������Q��

2I�WKH�7UXH�,QWHQW�DQG�([WHQW�RI�&KULVWV�'HDWK��
DQG�6DWLVIDFWLRQ�XSRQ�WKH�&URVV�(Ussher), 

���
³RIIVSULQJ�RI�$EUDKDP´����
RLNRQRPLD��*UHHN��HFRQRP\������
“On the controversy among the French Divines 

of the Reformed Church, concerning the gra-

cious and saving will of God towards sinful 

PHQ´��'DYHQDQW������
2Q�WKH�+RO\�7ULQLW\�DQG�RI�WKH�*RGKHDG�RI�
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WR�(XVWDWKLXV�(Gregory of 

1\VVD������
2Q�3UHGHVWLQDWLRQ��*RWWVFKDON�RI�2UEDLV�����
2Q�WKH�7ULQLW\��+LODU\�RI�3RLWLHUV�����
RUGHU�RI�GHFUHHV�������WDEOH�

SDFWXP�VDOXWLV� See covenant of redemption

SƗJDҵ��+HEUHZ�>+LSKLO@��WR�FDXVH�WR�PHHW�XSRQ��
LQWHUSRVH������Q�������Q�������Q��

SDQWHV��*UHHN��DOO������±������������Q����LQ���
&RULQWKLDQV�������±���������������������

particular atonement. See GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW
SDV��*UHHN��DOO������±�������Q������������Q��
3DVVRYHU�����±�������QQ��±������������±��
SDVWRUDO�PLQLVWU\��FHQWUDO�WDVN�RI�������DV�D�
WKHRORJLFDO�FDOOLQJ�����

3DXO��DWRQHPHQW�WKHRORJ\�RI�����±����
³GRFWULQDO�ORFL´�WH[WV����������������������
���Q�����LPSRUWDQW�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�
interpretation of the terms “all” and “world,” 

���±����SDUWLFXODULVW�WH[WV��&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�
“me,” for the “church,” for “his people,” 

IRU�³XV´�����������±��������������³SHULVK-

ing” texts (false teachers “obtained with 

KLV�RZQ�EORRG´��GHVWUR\LQJ�WKH�EURWKHU�³IRU�
ZKRP�&KULVW�GLHG´�����������±���������
����������WKH�SUDFWLFDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
Paul’s atonement theology and evangelism, 

�����XQLYHUVDOLVWLF�ODQJXDJH�RI�����±����
universalistic texts (Christ died for “many,” 

IRU�³DOO�´�IRU�WKH�³ZRUOG´�����������±�����
�������������

3DXO��VRWHULRORJ\�RI�����±�������±����RQ�WKH�
saving work of God as circumscribed by 

*RG¶V�HOHFWLQJ�JUDFH���������������±���������
on the saving work of God as doxological, 

��������������������RQ�WKH�VDYLQJ�ZRUN�RI�
God as encompassed by union with Christ, 

��������±�������±���������RQ�WKH�VDY-

LQJ�ZRUN�RI�*RG�DV�LQGLYLVLEOH������������
���±���������RQ�WKH�VDYLQJ�ZRUN�RI�*RG�DV�
7ULQLWDULDQ���������������±�������Q�������

3HODJLDQLVP�����
Pentateuch, the, examples of corporate cleans-

LQJ�RU�DWRQHPHQW�LQ��$DURQ¶V�FHQVHU�������
DWRQHPHQW�IRU�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�VLQV�����±����
WKH�EURQ]H�VQDNH�������3KLQHKDV¶V�DFWLRQ�DW�
%DDO�3HRU�����±����WKH�ZDWHU�RI�FOHDQVLQJ��
���±�������Q��

Pentateuch, the, individual atonement in, 

���±��
3LRXV�$QQRWDWLRQV�����
SRHQLWHQWLD��/DWLQ��SHQDO�LQÀLFWLRQ������Q��
SROORL��*UHHN��PDQ\������Q������������Q����
�������������

SUHDFKLQJ�����±����DLP�RI������������RQ�GH¿-

QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�����±����QHFHVVLW\�RI�������
and the use of indiscriminate, universalistic 

ODQJXDJH�����±������������
SUHGHVWLQDWLRQ����������±�������������������
FRVPLF�SUHGHVWLQDWLRQ�������GRXEOH�SUHGHV-
WLQDWLRQ����±����LQ�5HIRUPHG�RUWKRGR[\��
���±���VRWHULRORJLFDO�SUHGHVWLQDWLRQ�������
VRWHULRORJLFDO�VHWWLQJ�IRU�������6HH�DOVR�
GLYLQH�IRUHNQRZOHGJH��HOHFWLRQ

SUHVXSSRVLWLRQDOLVP�����±��
SULHVWKRRG��DQG�FRYHQDQWV�����±����DQG�W\SRO-
RJ\�����±����6HH�DOVR�-HVXV��DV�WKH�+LJK�
3ULHVW�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��SULHVWKRRG��LQ�
the Old Testament

SULHVWKRRG��LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��WKH�KLJK�
priest as the representative of the covenant 

SHRSOH�EHIRUH�*RG�������WKH�KLJK�SULHVW�DV�
the representative mediator of the covenant 

SHRSOH�EHIRUH�*RG�����±�������±��Q����WKH�
/HYLWHV�DV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�WKH�¿UVWERUQ�
,VUDHOLWHV�����Q����VHOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�KLJK�
SULHVW�IURP�DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH�����±����See 

DOVR�Day of Atonement

³SURRI�WH[WLQJ�´���±��������
SURYLGHQFH��DQG�WKH�IXWXUH�����±������
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punishment metaphor (as debt repayment), 

��������±���������SXQLVKPHQW�DV�D�¿WWLQJ�
DQVZHU�WR�VLQ����������±���SXQLVKPHQW�DV�DQ�
LGHQWLFDO�UHWXUQ����������±�����SXQLVKPHQW�
DV�TXDQWL¿DEOH����������±����SXQLVKPHQW�
DV�UHVWLWXWLRQ����������±����SXQLVKPHQW�DV�
UHVWRUDWLRQ����������±����6HH�DOVR�God, as 

creditor and ruler

question of the unevangelized, the, in relation 

WR�D�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�����±�����DQG�WKH�
universality of, and motivation for, Christian 

missions in the defense of divine atonement, 

���±���DQG�WKH�XQLYHUVDOLW\�RI�VLQ�DQG�WKH�
particularity of grace in the defense of a 

GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�����±�
question of the unevangelized, the, in relation 

WR�D�XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW�����±���������DQG�
the importance of demonstrating universal 

accessibility in the defense of a universal 

DWRQHPHQW�����±����DQG�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�
demonstrating universal accessibility in the 

GHIHQVH�RI�XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW�����±���
4XPUDQ������������DV�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�WKH�
QHZ�FRYHQDQW�����

UDEEvP��+HEUHZ��PDQ\������±�������Q��
5DFRYLDQ�&DWHFKLVP����������Q��
UHDVRQ����±����OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�������DQG�P\VWHU\��
�����DQG�WHQGHQWLDO�ORJLF�����±��

UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��RI�³DOO�WKLQJV�´����±��
redemption predestined, accomplished, ap-

SOLHG��FRQVXPPDWHG����������Q�������±����
���±������������±��

5HIRUPHG�WKHRORJ\�������������±���������RQ�
WKH�FRYHQDQW�����Q�������±��Q�������Q����
���Q�������±��Q���������6FULSWXUH�DV�WKH�
IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�����Q��

5HPRQVWUDQFH�����������������Q��������������
���±�

5HPRQVWUDQWV����������±������������������������
���±���EDQLVKPHQW�RI�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�3URY-

LQFHV�������FRQYHUVLRQ�RI�WR�&DWKROLFLVP��
�����GHSULYDO�RI�WKH�ULJKW�WR�SUHDFK�����

UHSHQWDQFH��DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�����±�������Q��
UHSUREDWLRQ����±���������DQG�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EH-

tween preterition (election) and condemna-

WLRQ�������6HH�DOVR�FRQGHPQDWLRQ��HOHFWLRQ
UHYHODWLRQ��JHQHUDO�UHYHODWLRQ�������VSHFLDO�
UHYHODWLRQ������������XQLYHUVDO�UHYHODWLRQ��
���±��

Revelation, book of, Throne Room vision in, 

���±��
5HYRFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�(GLFW�RI�1DQWHV������������

VDOYDWLRQ��FHQWHU�RI�LQ�XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW��
��±����DV�FLUFXPVFULEHG�E\�*RG¶V�HOHFWLQJ�
JUDFH�DQG�SXUSRVH����±����DV�LQGLYLVLEOH��
��±����NH\�³PRPHQWV´�RI����±������Q����
��±������������Q�������±�������±���������
���±���������DV�7ULQLWDULDQ����±��

VFKRODVWLFLVP�����±�������Q�������Q����
���±�������

6FRWWLVK�7KHRORJ\��7��)��7RUUDQFH������
6FULSWXUH�����±����DV�QRUPD�QRUPDQV�(the rule 

WKDW�UXOHV�������������6FULSWXUH�DV�LWV�RZQ�
LQWHUSUHWHU�������VROD�6FULSWXUD��WRWD�6FULSWXUD�
DV�D�JXLGHOLQH�IRU�WKHRORJ\�������DQG�VXSSRUW-
HUV�RI�GH¿QLWH�DWRQHPHQW�����±����DQG�VXS-

SRUWHUV�RI�+\SRWKHWLFDO�8QLYHUVDOLVP�����±��
6HPL�3HODJLDQLVP������������±�����������Q����
����������DQG�GLVVRQDQFH�LQ�WKH�7ULQLW\�������
DQG�HOHFWLRQ�DV�PHUH�IRUHNQRZOHGJH�������
and the forcing of a disjunction between the 

PRPHQWV�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�������DQG�3DXO¶V�
SDUWLFXODULVWLF�WH[WV�������DQG�VDOYDWLRQ�������
DQG�V\QHUJLVWLF�IDLWK����Q������������Q��

6HQWHQFHV��/RPEDUG���6HH�)RXU�%RRNV�RI�6HQ-

WHQFHV��7KH�(/LEUL�4XDWXRU�6HQWHQWLDUXP) 

�/RPEDUG�
6HUYDQW��WKH��RI�,VDLDK���DQG�WKH�DFFRPSOLVK-

PHQW�DQG�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�DWRQHPHQW�����±����
DV�ERWK�RIIHULQJ�DQG�,QWHUFHVVRU�������WKH�
Gentile world and the Servant’s work, 

���±����WKH�LQWHQGHG�UHFLSLHQWV�RI�WKH�6HU-
YDQW¶V�VDOYDWLRQ��WKH�³PDQ\´������±���������
DQG�WKH�³VDYLQJ�DUP�RI�<DKZHK�´����±����
the Servant’s work as a complete atonement 

�LQZDUG��*RGZDUG��DQG�PDQZDUG������±����
the Servant’s work as a perfect substitution-

DU\�DWRQHPHQW�����±����VXFFHVV�RI�������
���Q���VXIIHULQJ�DQG�GHDWK�RI�����±���������
ZKR�WKH�6HUYDQW�LV�����±��

VƗNKDO��+HEUHZ�>4DO@��WR�EHKDYH�ZLVHO\��>+L-
SKLO@��WR�VXFFHHG������Q�

VKƗO{P��+HEUHZ��SHDFH������±��Q��
VLQ�������WKH�LOO�HIIHFWV�RI�VLQ��LQZDUG��*RGZDUG��
DQG�PDQZDUG������±����1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�YR-

FDEXODU\�RI�����±����2OG�7HVWDPHQW�YRFDEX-

ODU\�RI�����±����WKH�SOXUDO�DFWV�RI�VLQ��³VLQV´���
���±���������WKH�VLQJXODU�KDELW�RI�VLQ��³VLQ´���
���±���������XQLYHUVDOLW\�RI�����±�
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6L[�6HUPRQV��'H�OD�QDWXUH��HVWHQGXH��QHFHV-
VLWp��GLVSHQVDWLRQ��HW�HI¿FDFH�GH�O¶(XDQJLOH�
�$P\UDXW������

6RFLQLDQV�����
VROXWLR�WDQWLGHP�(equivalent payment)/VROXWLR�
HLXVGHP�(identical payment) distinction, 

���±������±�
VǀWƝU��*UHHN��6DYLRU�>SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�VSLULWX-

DOO\@���������������������Q�������������±��
VǀWƝULD��*UHHN��VDOYDWLRQ������
VRWHULRORJ\�������ELEOLFDO�URRWV�RI�������FRPSHW-
LQJ�GH¿QLWLRQV�RI�����Q���DQG�WKH�³HFRQRP\�
RI�VDOYDWLRQ�´����

VǀWƝULRV��*UHHN�>DGMHFWLYH@��EULQJLQJ�VDOYDWLRQ���
��������

Vǀ]ǀ��*UHHN��WR�VDYH�SUHVHUYH�>SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�
VSLULWXDOO\@����������������±��

6XPPD�&RQWUD�*HQWLOHV��$TXLQDV�������������
6XPPD�7KHRORJLDH��$TXLQDV�������������±������
VXSUDODSVDULDQLVP�����±����%DUWKLDQ�³SXUL¿HG�
VXSUDODSVDULDQLVP�´����±��

6\QRG�RI�$OHQoRQ����������������������±����
���Q��������

6\QRG�RI�&KDUHQWRQ������±�����������������
��������

6\QRG�RI�'RUGW��'RUW�������±���������������
���±�������Q���������WKH�%ULWLVK�GHOHJDWLRQ��
����������FRPPLVVLRQLQJ�RI�D�%LEOH�WUDQVOD-
WLRQ�DQG�FRPPHQWDU\������������RQ�WKH�
GLYLQH�GHFUHH������������KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�
RI�����±����RSSRVLWLRQ�RI�WR�$UPLQLDQLVP��
�����6HH�DOVR�&DQRQV�RI�'RUGW��'RUW���'XWFK�
$QQRWDWLRQV��(QJOLVK�$QQRWDWLRQV��3LRXV�
$QQRWDWLRQV

6\QRG�RI�/RXGXQ������������
6\QRSVLV�3XULRULV�7KHRORJLDH�����Q�������
V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��DQG�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�����±
����GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�������DQG�UHDVRQ�����±����
DQG�6FULSWXUH�����±����DQG�WUDGLWLRQ�����±��

7DEXOD�3UDHGHVWLQDWLRQLV��%H]D�������������
���±��

WHOHLRǀ��*UHHN��WR�¿QLVK������
WHOHǀ��*UHHN��WR�¿QLVK������
7KHRORJRXPHQD�3DQWRGDSD��2ZHQ������
WKHRVLV��*UHHN��GHL¿FDWLRQ������
7KLUW\�QLQH�$UWLFOHV�RI�5HOLJLRQ����������
7UDFWDWH�RQ�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�-RKQ�(Augustine), 

��±������Q�������
WUDGLWLRQ�����±����DV�norma normata (a rule 

WKDW�LV�UXOHG������±��

7ULQLW\��WKH��$P\UDOGLDQLVP�DQG�GLVFRUG�LQ�
WKH�7ULQLWDULDQ�UHODWLRQV�����±����DQG�WKH�
FRYHQDQW�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ����������±����
GLVWLQFW�EXW�LQVHSDUDEOH�UROHV�LQ�����±����
WKH�HFRQRPLF�7ULQLW\����������±������±����
WKH�LPPDQHQW��RQWRORJLFDO��7ULQLW\�������
��������±����DQG�-HVXV¶V�LQWHQWLRQ�LQ�
G\LQJ�����±����3DXO¶V�GRFWULQH�RI�������
���±������������Q����DQG�VDOYDWLRQ��
��±����DQG�WKH�6SLULW¶V�RXWSRXULQJ�����Q����
7ULQLWDULDQ�KDUPRQ\����������Q�������±����
��������±�������Q����7ULQLWDULDQ�SUREOHPV�
within a universal atonement scheme, 

���±����ZRUNV�RI�����±����6HH�DOVR�God, 

simplicity of

78/,3�DFURQ\P��������������Q������
W\SRORJ\�����±�������Q���DQG�D�IRUWLRUL�escala-

WLRQ�������DV�SUHGLFWLYH�������DV�V\PEROLVP�
URRWHG�LQ�KLVWRULFDO�WH[WXDO�UHDOLWLHV�������DV�
unpacking both the unity and discontinuity 

RI�*RG¶V�SODQ�����±��

unevangelized, the. See question of the unevan-

JHOL]HG��WKH��LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�D�GH¿QLWH�DWRQH-
PHQW��TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�XQHYDQJHOL]HG��WKH��LQ�
relation to a universal atonement

8QLRQ�RI�8WUHFKW������������
XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW����±�������±�������±����
����������DQG�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�����±����FRP-

SDULVRQ�WR�XQLRQ�ZLWK�$GDP�����±����DV�NH\�
WR�3DXO¶V�VRWHULRORJ\�����

XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW��GLVMXQFWLRQV�LQ����Q����
6HH�DOVR�universal atonement, and the ques-

tion of the unevangelized

universal atonement, and the question of the 

XQHYDQJHOL]HG�����±����WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
demonstrating universal accessibility in the 

GHIHQVH�RI�D�XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW�����±����
the problems of demonstrating universal 

accessibility in a defense of universal atone-

PHQW�����±���
universal atonement, Trinitarian problems 

ZLWKLQ�����±��
8QLYHUVDO�5HGHPSWLRQ�RI�0DQNLQG��E\�WKH�/RUG�
-HVXV�&KULVW��%D[WHU������

8QLYHUVDOLVP��������������
“unlimited limited atonement.” See “four-point 

Calvinism”

:HVWPLQVWHU�&RQIHVVLRQ�RI�)DLWK������������
���±���������������������������
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