“A massive product of exact and well-informed scholarship . . . with landmark signifi-

cance. . . . I give this book top marks for its range of solid scholarship, cogency of argu-

ment, warmth of style, and zeal for the true glory of God. I recommend it most highly.”
J. I. Packer, Board of Governors’ Professor of Theology, Regent College

“I cannot imagine that this book could have been published twenty-five years ago: there
were not at that time enough well-informed theologians working in the Reformed heri-
tage to produce a volume of such clarity and competence. Whatever side you hold in this
debate, henceforth you dare not venture into the discussion without thoughtfully reading
this book, which, mercifully, makes argument by stereotype and reductionism a great deal
more difficult. Above all, this book will elicit adoration as its readers ponder afresh what
Jesus achieved on the cross.”

D. A. Carson, Research Professor of New Testament, Trinity Evangelical

Divinity School

“The topic is worthy enough. Yet the lineup of contributors to this volume makes this, in
my view, the most impressive defense of definite atonement in over a century. Beyond
rehearsing traditional arguments, first-rate historical, biblical, and systematic theologians
bring fresh angles and exegesis to bear. From Heaven He Came and Sought Her is a gift
that will no doubt keep on giving for generations to come.”
Michael Horton, J. Gresham Machen Professor of Systematic Theology and
Apologetics, Westminster Seminary California

“This is the definitive study. It is careful, comprehensive, deep, pastoral, and thoroughly
persuasive.”
David F. Wells, Distinguished Senior Research Professor, Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary

“There is a conventional wisdom that seems to believe definite atonement is the weakest
of the five heads of doctrine confessed at the Synod of Dort. But you may come away
from this book believing it is the strongest, in its historical attestation, biblical basis,
and spiritual blessing. Written by first-rate exegetes and theologians, this book covers
all the difficult issues and emerges with a highly persuasive and attractive case. Highly
recommended!”

John M. Frame, J. D. Trimble Chair of Systematic Theology and Philosophy,

Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando
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“For whom did Christ die? This volume makes a fresh and impressively comprehensive
case for definite atonement as the answer true to Scripture. It shows convincingly, through
multi-authored contributions, (1) that the issues of the extent of the atonement and its
nature cannot be separated—penal substitution, at the heart of why Christ had to die,
stands or falls with definite atonement; and (2) how definite atonement alone provides for
a gospel offer of salvation from sin that is genuinely free. In engaging various opposing
views on this much-disputed topic, the editors seek to do so in a constructive and irenic
spirit, an effort in which they and the other authors have succeeded admirably.”
Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology, Emeritus,
Westminster Theological Seminary

“This book is formidable and persuasive. Those familiar with the terrain will recognize
that the editors know exactly the key issues and figures in this debate. And none of the au-
thors who follow disappoint. The tone is calm and courteous, the scholarship rigorous and
relentless, the argument clear and compelling. This penetrating discussion takes into ac-
count the major modern academic criticisms of definite atonement (Barth, the Torrances,
Armstrong, Kendall, and others) as well as more popular critiques (Clifford, Driscoll and
Breshears). An impressive team of scholars adorns this subject and aims to help Christians
toward a deeper gratitude to God for his grace, a greater assurance of salvation, a sweeter
fellowship with Christ, stronger affections in their worship of him, more love for people
and superior courage and sacrifice in witness and service, and indeed to propel us into the
global work of missions with compassion and confidence.”

Ligon Duncan, Chancellor and John E. Richards Professor of Systematic and

Historical Theology, Reformed Theological Seminary

“Whether you are sympathetic to or suspicious of definite atonement, this book will
surprise you. Here are historical details, exegetical links, theological observations, and
pastoral perspectives that are fresh and fascinating, even though there is also plenty that
will prove controversial. From Heaven He Came and Sought Her offers the fullest and
most nuanced treatment of definite atonement I know, and will richly add to the substance
and quality of future conversations about the intent of the atonement. Whether you think
that you agree or disagree with the authors, wrestling with these essays is well worth
your time.”
Kelly M. Kapic, Professor of Theological Studies, Covenant College
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Foreword

It has been truly said that if you want to survey the full substance of the
church’s faith you should go to its hymns, just as to appreciate the fullness of
Old Testament faith you must immerse yourself in the Psalter. It is supremely
from the hymns that you learn the specifics, not only of the church’s doctrinal
assertions but also of the intimacy of the Father and of the Son into which the
Holy Spirit leads believers. The contributors to this volume evidently agree,
and ask in effect that their essays be read as elucidations of what is said about
the loving action of the Lord Jesus Christ in the verse of the hymn that they
have taken as their epigraph:

From heaven he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;

with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

In spelling out the Savior’s loving initiative and achievement in these
biblically warranted terms, the essayists contend, more or less explicitly, for
the book’s overall thesis, namely, that as the Reformed faith and its pastoral
corollaries is the true intellectual mainstream of Christianity, so the belief in
definite, particular, and sovereignly effectual redemption—which the above
lines express—is its true intellectual center. Their wide-ranging demonstra-
tions that this is the only genuinely coherent way of integrating all the biblical
data about Jesus become increasingly impressive when argued as painstak-
ingly against alternatives as is done here.

I count it an honor to be asked to supply a foreword to this massive
product of exact and well-informed scholarship. The purpose of a foreword,
as I understand it, is to indicate what readers will find in the book and to tune
them in on the appropriate wavelength for appreciating it, and this particular
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14 Foreword

request reminds me forcibly of a similar occasion in the past when I was
tasked with a comparable assignment. More than half a century ago, in the
days of its youth, the Banner of Truth asked me to compose an introductory
essay for a reprint of John Owen’s 1648 classic, Salus Electorum, Sanguis
Jesu: Or The Death of Death in the Death of Christ. | remember feeling this
to be a significant request, since, on the one hand, many, I knew, starting
with Owen himself, saw this as a landmark composition (in fact, it was the
first of several that Owen produced in the course of his ministry), and, on the
other hand, it gave me an opportunity to nail my own Reformed colors to the
mast, so to speak, and commend Owen’s reasoning, as one who had himself
benefited greatly from it. The piece I then wrote, explaining and affirming
the essence of Owen’s position, made an impact that surprised me; I am glad
to be able to say at this time that I see nothing in it that needs to be modified
or withdrawn in the light of more recent work by myself or others, and I am
happy that it should still stand as part of my announced identity in Christ.
Since then, to be sure, academic exploration of seventeenth-century Puritan
thought has become a busy-bee cottage industry, some of which has contrib-
uted to parts of this book. Now the wheel has come full circle, and once more
I am asked to introduce a volume on the reconciling death of Christ, which,
in my estimation, with God’s blessing, may itself have landmark significance
in furthering what John Gill, over two centuries ago, called “the cause of God
and truth.” T am very happy to do this.

The heart of Reformed Christianity is its Trinitarian Christocentrism,
expressed manwardly in evangelistic and pastoral proclamation attuned to
human need, according to Christ’s Great Commission, and Godwardly in the
worshipful offering, both corporately and individually, of responsive praise,
prayer, thanksgiving, and song. Within this two-way street of communion
with God and service of God, the sustained personal presence of the crucified,
risen, reigning, and returning Lord with his people, and his constant personal
address through Scripture heard, read, and preached, both to those who are
his and to those who are not yet his, are integral and indeed central. Since
the seventeenth century, the relational bond into which the Father through
the Son draws sinners has been labeled the covenant of grace, and has been
seen as undergirded by a prior plan and bond between the Father and the Son,
which has been labeled the covenant of redemption. Both are witnessed to
widely in Scripture, implicitly as well as explicitly, the fullest account of the
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Foreword 15

covenant of grace (the new and eternal covenant) being found in the letter to
the Hebrews, and the key evidence on the covenant of redemption (Christ’s
mediatorial agenda, set by the Father) being contained in John’s Gospel. In
this understanding of Christianity, Christ’s achievement by his cross of the
corporate redemption of the whole church—past, present, and future—as the
Holy Three know and love it, and thereby the individual redemption of every-
one whom the Father has given to the Son to save, is both the mountaintop
of glory, in the primary sense of God putting himself fully on display, and
the wellspring of glory, in both the secondary sense of the spur to endless
doxology and the tertiary sense of divine action to glorify the redeemed in,
with, and through Christ, so that they bear his image and likeness in a full
sense. Such is the Christianity that is brought into focus by this fine book.
Unhappily, appreciation of Reformed Christianity in its own terms,
at least in the English-speaking world, has long been hindered by a habit,
formed in conflict with Arminian revisionism, of calling definite redemption
limited atonement. This habit seems to have been canonized about a century
ago, when the mnemonic TULIP came to be used as a summary of what is
supposed to make Reformed Christianity into what it essentially is. In fact,
the mnemonic covers the five anti-Arminian theses that the Synod of Dordt
affirmed in 1619 to counter the Arminian revisionist agenda. Limited atone-
ment is at the center of TULIP, flanked by Total depravity and Unconditional
election on one side, and Irresistible grace and Perseverance of the saints on
the other. Now, it is true that definite redemption is central to the Reformed
understanding of the gospel and that atonement, a word meaning reconcilia-
tion, 1s an acceptable alternative for redemption; but limited is an inappropri-
ate emphasis that actually sounds menacing. It is as if Reformed Christians
have a primary concern to announce that there are people whom Christ did
not die to save, whom therefore it is pointless to invite to turn from sin and
trust him as Savior. Were it so, the logic of Reformed pastoral practice would
seem to be: comprehensive evangelistic invitations to ordinary audiences
should not be issued indiscriminately. This is not the place to argue that thus
to restrict making what is called “the well-meant offer of Christ,” in preach-
ing and personal witness and counseling, is false to the biblical Christ, to
the apostle Paul, and to the practice of history’s most outstanding Reformed
evangelists (take George Whitefield, Charles Spurgeon, and Asahel Nettle-
ton, for starters), and thus is simply and sadly wrong; readers of this book will
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16  Foreword

soon see that. But perhaps I may say that in my view it is time to lay TULIP
to rest, since its middle item does so much more harm than good.

In sum now, I give this book top marks for its range of solid scholarship,
cogency of argument, warmth of style, and zeal for the true glory of God—I
recommend it most highly. For it, and for the biblical faith it lays out, to the
Son of God, our Redeemer-Lord, with the Father and the Spirit, be hearty
adoration and thanks. Amen.

J. 1. Packer
Vancouver
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Preface

We did not grow up believing in definite atonement. We were privileged to be
raised in a devout church tradition that nurtured us in Christ, but our love of
the doctrine is not the result of an inherited Reformed hermeneutic that has
shaped the only world we have ever known. Nor did we come to believe in def-
inite atonement in the same way. One of us studied theology in three different
British universities and has specialized in the history of biblical interpretation;
the other studied at Moore Theological College, Sydney, and pursued doctoral
research in Hebrew studies at a British university. By separate routes, and at
different times, we have come to see in the Scriptures that Christ’s death for
his people does not contradict his mandate to proclaim the gospel to the world.

This book is offered with the prayer that it will paint a compelling picture
of the beauty and power of definite atonement, and so revitalize confidence in
this profoundly biblical understanding of the cross of Christ. Definite atone-
ment is beautiful because it tells the story of the Warrior-Son who comes to
earth to slay his enemy and rescue his Father’s people. He is the Good Shepherd
who lays down his life for his sheep, a loving Bridegroom who gives himself
for his bride, and a victorious King who lavishes the spoils of his conquest on
the citizens of his realm. Definite atonement is powerful because it displays the
glory of divine initiative, accomplishment, application, and consummation in
the work of salvation. The Father sent the Son, who bore our sins in his body on
the tree, and the Spirit has sealed our adoption and guarantees our inheritance
in the kingdom of light. The doctrine inhabits the poetic drama and the didactic
propositions of Scripture. And not only is definite atonement biblical, it comes
to us with a textured history, theological integrity, and pastoral riches.

Yet joyful confidence in definite atonement is often lacking. Even for
those committed to Reformed theology, this doctrine can sometimes be re-
garded as the embarrassing relative included in the household more out of duty
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18 Preface

than delight. But there is no need for any awkwardness. It belongs at the heart
of family life. This volume aims to make this plain by providing a depth and
breadth of perspective usually only assembled from many disparate sources.

Some who open these pages will be suspicious of definite atonement and
will read either convinced that it is wrong or bewildered why some believe
that it is true. The essays are written irenically. Dissenting voices are engaged
firmly, but there is no shrillness of tone in our replies. There is no animosity
of content in the critique of individuals and the movements associated with
them. While we do not refer to our position as “Calvinist” (for reasons we
will explain), John Newton’s designation should be allowed to stand as a fair
criticism of some who represent the theology we wish to defend:

And I am afraid there are Calvinists, who, while they account it a proof of
their humility that they are willing in words to debase the creature, and to
give all the glory of salvation to the Lord, yet know not what manner of
spirit they are of. Whatever it be that makes us trust in ourselves that we
are comparatively wise or good, so as to treat those with contempt who do
not subscribe to our doctrines, or follow our party, is a proof and fruit of a
self-righteous spirit. Self-righteousness can feed upon doctrines, as well as
upon works; and a man may have the heart of a Pharisee, while his head is
stored with orthodox notions of the unworthiness of the creature and the
riches of free grace. Yea, I would add, the best of men are not wholly free
from this leaven; and therefore are too apt to be pleased with such represen-
tations as hold up our adversaries to ridicule, and by consequence flatter our
own superior judgments. Controversies, for the most part, are so managed
as to indulge rather than to repress this wrong disposition; and therefore,
generally speaking, they are productive of little good. They provoke those
whom they should convince, and puff up those whom they should edify.!

Precisely because it is articulating the gospel of God, this volume seeks to
do away with all self-righteousness on the part of those who love definite atone-
ment as they teach it for the good of the church. It is an invitation to explore the
historical foundations of the doctrine and to think afresh about the vitality of its
exegetical, theological, and pastoral expressions. Perhaps it is fair to ask for as
much charity on the part of the reader as each writer has offered.

David Gibson, Old Aberdeen
Jonathan Gibson, Cambridge
Epiphany 2013

! John Newton, “On Controversy,” in The Works of John Newton, 6 vols. (New York: Williams & Whiting, 1810), 1:245.
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Sacred Theology and the
Reading of the Divine Word

MAPPING THE DOCTRINE OF
DEFINITE ATONEMENT

David Gibson and Jonathan Gibson

It is very common for persons, when they find a subject much disputed,
especially if it is by those whom they account good men, immediately to
conclude that it must be a subject of but little consequence, a mere matter
of speculation. Upon such persons religious controversies have a very ill
effect: for, finding difficulty attending the coming at the truth, and, at the
same time, a disposition to neglect it, and to pursue other things; they read-
ily avail themselves of what appears, to them, a plausible excuse, lay aside
the inquiry, and sit down and indulge a spirit of scepticism. . . . But, if all
disputed subjects are to be reckoned matters of mere speculation, we shall
have nothing of any real use left in religion.!

Introduction

The doctrine of definite atonement states that, in the death of Jesus Christ,
the triune God intended to achieve the redemption of every person given to
the Son by the Father in eternity past, and to apply the accomplishments of
his sacrifice to each of them by the Spirit. The death of Christ was intended
to win the salvation of God’s people alone.

! Andrew Fuller, Reply to the Observations of Philanthropos, in The Complete Works of the Rev. Andrew Fuller
(London: Henry G. Bohn, 1848), 233b. “Philanthropos” was the pseudonym of Daniel Taylor, a General Baptist
theologian, with whom Fuller dialogued over the nature of Christ’s atonement. We are grateful to Henri Blocher
for this reference.
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Definite atonement says something essential about Christ’s death, but it
does not say everything there is to say. There are many aspects of the atone-
ment which need to be affirmed alongside its definite intent and nature: the
sufficiency of Christ’s death for all; the free and indiscriminate proclamation
of the gospel to all; God’s love for the non-elect and his salvific stance to-
ward a fallen world; the atonement’s implications for the entire cosmos and
not simply the church. Definite atonement does not exhaust the meaning of
the cross.

Nevertheless, the essays in this book contend that definite atonement is at
the heart of the meaning of the cross. Often referred to as “limited atonement”
or “particular redemption,” this is a doctrine of the Reformed churches which
is cherished as a profound explanation of the death of Christ. By revealing
the Trinitarian nature of Christ’s cross-work, definite atonement advances a
rich explanation of how his sacrificial death has an objective and Godward
direction. It displays salvation, in all its parts, as the shared intention and ac-
complishment of Father, Son, and Spirit. It is definite atonement which shows
us that our salvation is a divine achievement, rendering redemption fully
accomplished by the payment of sin’s penalty on our behalf by our Savior.
These points combine to suggest that the doctrine is a fitting and necessary
corollary of penal substitutionary atonement.

To tie definite atonement to penal substitution immediately exposes the
debate which attends the doctrine. Some within evangelicalism would deny
that the nature of the atonement is both penal and definite. The explanation
offered at the start of this chapter views the atonement through the lens of
election and therefore as intended to save a specific set of people; it suggests
the atonement is complete as a saving act; and it contends that accomplish-
ment is bound together with application in the divine will. From within and
without evangelicalism and Reformed theology, each of these aspects of defi-
nite atonement has courted controversy.

Many Christians protest that definite atonement simply flies in the face of
the clear teaching of the Bible: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son” (John 3:16); “[Jesus Christ] is the propitiation for our sins, and not
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2); “[Christ
Jesus] gave himself as a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6). In 1610, when forty-
six followers of Jacob Arminius (1559/1560-1609) challenged the Reformed
orthodoxy of their day on the doctrine of the atonement—and so set in motion
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events which would lead to the Synod of Dort and the classic statement of
definite atonement—they cited John 3:16 and 1 John 2:2 as proof that “Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of the world, died for all men and for every man.”? More
than a century later, John Wesley preached that “the whole tenor of the New
Testament” was “flatly contrary” to definite atonement and that the doctrine
contained “horrible blasphemies.” It presented Christ as “an hypocrite, a
deceiver of the people, a man void of common sincerity” and represented
God ““as more cruel, false, and unjust than the devil!” In the modern era, D.
Broughton Knox speaks for many when he claims that definite atonement is
very simply “a textless doctrine.” No biblical text states that Christ died only
for his elect, but several texts state that he died for a/l. In vivid terms, “the
doctrine of limited atonement truncates the gospel by sawing off the arms of
the cross too close to the stake.”

Objections also arise beyond the exegetical domain. R. T. Kendall won-
ders “how many Christians would ever come to the view of limited atonement
merely by reading the Bible.” This is part of his claim that “the traditional
doctrine of limited atonement is arrived at by logic and the need to look for
it rather than straightforward reading of the Scriptures.”® The suggestion is
that this doctrine feeds off schemes of analytic precision foreign to the texture
of the biblical narrative. For Karl Barth, the “grim doctrine of limited atone-
ment follows logically from Calvin’s doctrine of double-predestination,”” the
implication being of course that what follows is as bleak as what precedes.

Claims about the distorting role of logic in definite atonement are
common, but they are made in different ways. In the nineteenth century,
John McLeod Campbell, a Church of Scotland minister, was deposed from
the ministry on heresy charges for teaching that Christ made a universal

2 Text in Gerald Bray, ed., Documents of the English Reformation (Cambridge: James Clarke & Co., 1994), 454.
Cf. Philip Schaff, The Creeds of Christendom. Volume III: The Evangelical Protestant Creeds, 4th ed., revised and
enlarged (1877; repr., Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2000), 546.

3 John Wesley, “Sermon CXXVIII: ‘Free Grace’ (Rom. viii.32). Preached at Bristol in the year 1740,” in The Works
of John Wesley. Volume VII: Second Series of Sermons Concluded. Also Third, Fourth, and Fifth Series (London:
Wesley Conference Office, 1872; repr., Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, n. d.), 380-83.

4D. Broughton Knox, “Some Aspects of the Atonement,” in The Doctrine of God, vol. 1 of D. Broughton Knox,
Selected Works (3 vols.), ed. Tony Payne (Kingsford, NSW: Matthias Media, 2000), 260—66 (263).

5 Jack McGorman in personal conversation with David L. Allen, “The Atonement: Limited or Universal?,” in
Whosoever Will: A Biblical-Theological Critique of Five-Point Calvinism, ed. David L. Allen and Steve W. Lemke
(Nashville: B&H Academic, 2010), 107. For a response to this edited volume, see Matthew M. Barrett and Thomas
J. Nettles, eds., Whomever He Wills: A Surprising Display of Sovereign Mercy (Cape Coral, FL: Founders Press,
2012), esp. David Schrock, “Jesus Saves, No Asterisk Needed: Why Preaching the Gospel as Good News Requires
Definite Atonement” (77-119).

6R. T. Kendall, Calvin and English Calvinism to 1649 (Carlisle, UK: Paternoster, 1997), viii.

7Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, ed. G. W. Bromiley and T. F. Torrance, 14 vols. (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
1956-1975), IV/1, 57 (hereafter CD).
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atonement and that assurance is of the essence of faith and necessary for
salvation. In his work The Nature of the Atonement (1856), Campbell argued
that Reformed theologians like John Owen and Jonathan Edwards wrongly
began their thinking about the atonement with theological axioms such as
“God is just.”® By starting there, the coming of Christ into the world is viewed
as the revelation of God’s justice as Christ dies for the elect only and not the
reprobate. The universal proclamation of the gospel to all and the revelation
that “God is love” are both jettisoned.

As a result, according to Campbell, definite atonement disfigures the
doctrine of God. When Owen and Edwards “set forth justice as a necessary
attribute of the divine nature, so that God must deal with a// men according
to its requirements, they represent mercy and love as not necessary, but ar-
bitrary, and what, therefore, may find their expression in the history of only
some men.” God is necessarily just toward all, but only selectively loving
toward some. All of this is pastorally disastrous, Campbell claimed, for defi-
nite atonement “takes away the warrant which the universality of the atone-
ment gives to every man that hears the gospel to contemplate Christ with the
personal appropriation of the words of the apostle, ‘who loved me, and gave
himself for me.””!° The charge here is that definite atonement destroys not
just the grounds of appeal to the unconverted but also the grounds of assur-
ance for the believer. Can I really be sure that Christ died for me?"!

Campbell’s work has proven influential. J. B. Torrance and T. F. Tor-
rance both draw on his thinking to argue that definite atonement represents
the worst kind of logical necessity in theology. J. B. Torrance argues that
Christ vicariously took to himself the judgment facing all mankind. To
deny this is “a sin against the incarnate love of God” and, for Torrance,
parallel to the sin against the Holy Spirit.!> This reveals the key issue in his
objections: in the incarnation, Jesus Christ is united with a// humanity, not
merely the elect, so that everything he achieves in his atonement he neces-
sarily achieves for all. Torrance explicitly develops Campbell’s stress on

8 John McLeod Campbell, The Nature of the Atonement, with a new introduction by J. B. Torrance (Edinburgh:
Handsel, 1856; repr., Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1996), 67.

91bid., 73 (emphasis added).

101bid., 71.

1 Bruce L. McCormack, “So That He Might Be Merciful to All: Karl Barth and the Problem of Universalism,”
in Karl Barth and American Evangelicalism, ed. Bruce L. McCormack and Clifford B. Anderson (Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans, 2011), 240, comments that if limited atonement were true, then “we would very likely despair of
our salvation.”

12J. B. Torrance, “The Incarnation and ‘Limited Atonement,”” EQ 55 (1983): 83-94 (85).
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God as love in his innermost being: “love and justice are one in God, and
they are one in a// his dealings with his creatures, in creation, providence
and redemption.”"?

The opening words of our chapter view the atonement through the lens of
election, and for Torrance this would simply confirm our captivity to Aristo-
telian logic. It makes divine election prior to divine grace, and so incarnation
and atonement are formulated simply as “God’s way of executing the eternal
decrees—thereby ‘logically’ teaching that Christ died only for the elect, to
secure infallibly the salvation of the elect.”'*

It falls to individual writers throughout this book to engage with the
substance of these arguments, as well as with other criticisms of definite
atonement not outlined above. At this stage, however, we want to reflect on
the purpose that such criticisms serve in our articulation of the doctrine.

Toward a Fresh Approach

Some reproaches of definite atonement misunderstand it, and others carica-
ture it, but many are weighty and coherent, arising from a faithful desire to
read Scripture wisely and to honor the goodness and love of God. Between
them they touch on four interrelated aspects of the doctrine: its controversies
and nuances in church history, its presence or absence in the Bible, its theo-
logical implications, and its pastoral consequences. This indicates that defi-
nite atonement has profound significance and a wide-ranging scope which
requires a comprehensive treatment.

But the essays in this volume seek to do more than simply cover four
distinct areas in which objections exist. Rather, our aim is to show that his-
tory, the Bible, theology, and pastoral practice combine together to provide a
framework within which the doctrine of definite atonement is best articulated
for today. They are not four separate windows through which we view the
doctrine; rather, they are four mezzanine levels of the one house where defi-
nite atonement lives. By beginning with church history, we recognize that all
contemporary reading of the Bible on the atonement is historically located.
We are not hostages to past interpretations, nor do we need to pretend there
is such a thing as tabula rasa (blank slate) exegesis. By carefully attending

13 Ibid., 92. Torrance had earlier expressed his indebtedness to Campbell on these points in “The Contribution of
McLeod Campbell to Scottish Theology,” SJ726 (1973): 295-311.

14 Torrance, “Incarnation,” 87. The views of J. B. Torrance and T. F. Torrance are engaged in detail in Robert
Letham’s chapter in this volume.
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to Scripture, we seek to submit ourselves to what God has said. By moving
from exegesis to theology, we claim that the diverse biblical parts demand
the patient work of synthesis to portray the theological whole. By concluding
with pastoral practice, we aim to show the implications of the Bible’s teach-
ing for the church’s ministry and mission. So while the discipline of doctrinal
thinking is never less than the ordering of all that the Bible has to say on a
given subject, it is also much more.

We suggest that articulating definite atonement is similar to articulating
doctrines like the Trinity or the two natures of Christ. The approach needs
to be biblical, but not biblicist. No one text “proves” definite atonement, any
more than one text “proves” the Trinity or the communion of attributes in
christology. In the case of those doctrines, numerous texts are studied and
their implications synthesized and their key terms explored in their biblical
contexts and historical usage so that, faken as a whole, the doctrines of the
Trinity or the two natures describe “a pattern of judgment present in the
texts.”’> With the unfolding of a coherent pattern, these doctrines emerge
as the most compelling ways of naming the Christian God or understanding
the person of Christ. Although no one text proves the doctrines, several texts
teach their constituent parts.

So it is with definite atonement. It is not merely a “biblical” doctrine
per se; nor is it a “systematic” construct based on logical or rationalist prem-
ises devoid of biblical moorings. Rather, definite atonement is a biblico-
systematic doctrine that arises from careful exegesis of atonement texts and
synthesis with internally related doctrines such as eschatology, election,
union with Christ, christology, Trinitarianism, doxology, covenant, ecclesiol-
ogy, and sacramentology. When both exegetical and theological “domains of
discourse” are respected as such and taken together,'® then reductionist objec-
tions to definite atonement lose their force and this reading of the meaning of
the death of Christ emerges as profound and faithful. This biblico-systematic
approach can be viewed pictorially from two angles.

First, doctrinal construction resembles the production of a web. The

15 The phrase is part of David S. Yeago’s contention that the Nicene theologians had warrant for their discernment
that the Son is of one being with the Father. Cf. “The New Testament and the Nicene Dogma: A Contribution to
the Recovery of Theological Exegesis,” Pro Ecclesia 3.2 (1994): 152—64 (153). Much of Yeago’s argument about
exegetical and theological method could apply to the formulation of definite atonement.

16 See D. A. Carson, “The Vindication of Imputation: On Fields of Discourse and Semantic Fields,” in Justification:
What's at Stake in the Current Debates, ed. Mark Husbands and Daniel J. Treier (Downers Grove, IL: Apollos,
2004), 46-80, esp. 47-50, on the importance of respecting “fields of discourse” when discussing theological doc-
trines such as sanctification, reconciliation, and Christ’s imputed righteousness.
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doctrine of definite atonement arises from the attempt to hold together each
canonical thread related to the atonement and the forming of the threads
into a coherent framework of thought which faithfully maintains the parts
and enables them to be seen in their truest light when viewed in relation
to the whole. In much the same way that each strand of a spider’s web is
one thing when taken on its own, but another when viewed in its relation to
other strands, so the different aspects of the doctrine of the atonement can
be integrated to display powerful coherence. Kevin Vanhoozer captures the
concept nicely in his suggestion that constructive theologies of the atone-
ment should conceive of it as “triune covenantal mediation.”'” For him, three
biblical strands (doctrine of God, covenant theology, christology) combine
to form one theological web. This volume, in the sum total of its parts, aims
to be just such a web.

Second, by showing the relation of historical, exegetical, theological,
and pastoral issues to each other, this volume is a map to and through the
doctrine of definite atonement. Some of the most enduring theological think-
ing that the church has produced over the centuries has understood itself to
be a doctrinal map produced from the biblical terrain in order to be a guide
to the biblical terrain. John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion is
widely regarded as a kind of theological textbook, or even as a pre-critical
systematic theology. But this does not quite capture Calvin’s own intention.
In an introductory note to the reader of the Institutes, Calvin writes,

It has been my purpose in this labour to prepare and instruct candidates in
sacred theology for the reading of the divine Word in order that they may be
able both to have easy access to it and to advance in it without stumbling.
For I believe I have so embraced the sum of religion in all its parts and have
arranged it in such an order, that if anyone rightly grasps it, it will not be
difficult for him to determine what he ought especially to seek in Scripture,
and to what end he ought to relate its contents. If, after this road has, as it
were, been paved, I shall publish any interpretations of Scripture, I shall
always condense them, because I shall have no need to undertake long doc-
trinal discussions, and to digress into commonplaces. In this way the godly
reader will be spared great annoyance and boredom, provided he approach
Scripture armed with a knowledge of the present work, as a necessary tool.'8

17Kevin J. Vanhoozer, “Atonement,” in Mapping Modern Theology: A Thematic and Historical Introduction, ed.
Kelly M. Kapic and Bruce L. McCormack (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2012), 175-202 (201).

18 John Calvin, “John Calvin to the Reader,” in Institutes of the Christian Religion, ed. John T. McNeill, trans. Ford
Lewis Battles, 2 vols. (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1960), 1:4-5.
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It is clear that Calvin proposes his Institutes to pave a road through the
Scriptures on which others may travel as they read the same Scriptures. No-
tice Calvin does not say he intends his work to instruct theological candidates
in doctrine. The Institutes is certainly a doctrinal text. But Calvin intends to
instruct theological candidates for their “reading of the divine Word.” Mined
from the Bible, shaped by the Bible, the Institutes is a map for the Bible."

Calvin’s work illustrates how theological cartography functions and de-
velops. It is not a conceptually alien guide to the Bible, nor is it meant to be
a hermeneutical grid forced on top of the Bible. Where it functions well, a
doctrinal map grows organically out of the biblical parts and enables a bird’s-
eye view of the canonical whole.?® But it is always constrained by the very
thing it plots. Further exegesis is always capable of adjusting the shape of the
map. Renewed attention to knotty problems, carefully analyzed in the actual
terrain and closely studied on any given map, should always be capable of
reconfiguring the map and altering the route one takes for the way ahead.?!
This approach sets up a careful part-whole relationship, one in which the
doctrine emerging from the texts is constantly examined against the texts
to see if the developing whole is really consistent with the individual parts.
Where the move to doctrinal synthesis is made too quickly, distortion occurs.

Take, for example, the issue of what it means for God to love the world
(John 3:16). A. W. Pink’s treatment of divine sovereignty in salvation goes
awry with the suggestion that God’s self-giving love for the “world” in John
3:16 refers to his love for the elect.? Such an interpretation not only assigns
meaning to an individual word clearly different from what the text actually
says, but the nature of God’s love and the universal offer of Christ to all also
warp under the weight of the paradigm. Similarly, Mark Driscoll and Gerry

19 For extended treatments of the organic relationship between the successive editions of the Institutes and Calvin’s
preaching and biblical commentaries, see Stephen Edmondson, “The Biblical Historical Structure of Calvin’s Insti-
tutes,” SJT 59.1 (2006): 1-13; David Gibson, Reading the Decree: Exegesis, Election, and Christology in Calvin
and Barth (London/New York: T. & T. Clark/Continuum, 2009), 17-27.

20 Cf. Gerald Bray, “Scripture and Confession: Doctrine as Hermeneutic,” in 4 Pathway into the Holy Scripture,
ed. P. E. Satterthwaite and D. F. Wright (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1994), 221-36.

21 The web and map analogies allow this volume’s claims to be heard as provisional, in the proper sense, rather than
grandiose. To give one example, Stephen Wellum presents an argument for the priestly nature of Christ’s atoning
work which reflects new covenant theology understandings of the nature of covenant, election, and ecclesiology. His
rich theological thinking leads the reader to see the reality of definite atonement in the Scriptures, but the particular
route he takes through the biblical terrain is different from our own classically Reformed understanding of the nature
of covenant, election, and ecclesiology. The book maps different routes to the same destination, and not all readers
will want to travel each and every path in reaching the same goal. To be used as a tool, it is servant not master.

22 A. W. Pink, The Sovereignty of God (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1983), 204-205, 253-55. For Pink, “the love of
God, is a truth for the saints only, and to present it to the enemies of God is to take the children’s bread and cast
it to the dogs” (200).
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Breshears understand definite atonement to entail a limiting of God’s love to
the elect. Arguing for “unlimited limited atonement, or modified Calvinism,”
they ask, “If the five-point Calvinist is right and no payment has been made
for the non-elect, then how can God genuinely love the world and desire the
salvation of all?”’* For Pink, the effective provision of salvation for the elect
requires a limitation of God’s love to the elect; for Driscoll and Breshears, the
effective payment of sin’s penalty for all requires the expansion of God’s love
identically for all. In neither case are the several different ways in which the
Bible depicts God’s love allowed to stand together in relation to its different
objects (his world, his people) and its different expressions (intra-Trinitarian,
providential, universal, particular, conditional). For these writers a concep-
tion of the atonement either mandates, or is mandated by, a singular concep-
tion of God’s love.*

Such doctrinal maps are misaligned with the biblical texts which create
them. The move toward synthesis needs to be more patient and careful, more
attentive to diverse strands of the biblical witness. Comprised of four sec-
tions, we hope this volume goes some way to meeting the need. The issue of
integration is important enough for Henri Blocher’s chapter to be devoted
to it entirely. Of course, readers will want to turn to specific parts to focus
on particular issues of interest, and each essay is a self-contained argument
which can be read in this way. The overall effect of the project, however, is
intended to be cumulative. Taken together, each essay within each section and
then each section within the book offers a webbed framework of theological
thinking which maps the study of definite atonement in the Bible.

Definite Atonement in Church History

Richard Muller suggests that a question belonging to the Patristic, medieval,
and early modern Reformed church was “the meaning of those biblical pas-
sages in which Christ is said to have paid a ransom for all or God is said to
will the salvation of all or of the whole world, given the large number of
biblical passages that indicate a limitation of salvation to some, namely, to the
elect or believers.”” Not only does this identify the puzzle which the doctrine

23 Mark Driscoll and Gerry Breshears, Death by Love: Letters from the Cross (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), 173.
24 For a more satisfying approach, see Geerhardus Vos, “The Biblical Doctrine of the Love of God,” in Redemptive His-
tory and Biblical Interpretation: The Shorter Writings of Geerhardus Vos, ed. Richard B. Gaffin (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R,
1980), 425-57; and D. A. Carson, The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God (Leicester, UK: Inter-Varsity Press, 2000).
25 See Richard A. Muller, “Was Calvin a Calvinist?,” in his Calvin and the Reformed Tradition: On the Work of
Christ and the Order of Salvation (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2012), 51-69 (60).
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of definite atonement seeks to address, but it also shows that historical mat-
ters are intimately connected to exegetical ones. As Barth put it, “church
history is the history of the exegesis of the Word of God.”*

The historical essays in this book, then, explore the question in signifi-
cant moments in church history. They provide a survey of past approaches to
definite atonement in the Bible, introduce us to key players in the debate, and
send us on our way with awareness of how crucial terms have been defined
and understood thus far. These essays create several compass points for the
map, three of which can be highlighted here.

First, the competing terminologies of “Calvinist versus Arminian,” so
prevalent in popular debate about definite atonement, need to be set aside in
favor of richer and more sophisticated understandings of the history of the
doctrine. Even where the parameters are expanded to include the extra per-
spectives of, say, universalism and Amyraldianism, the reality is that viewing
the subject through the lens of labels derived from prominent personal names
in Reformation history soon introduces distortion.

On the one hand, sixteenth- and seventeenth-century debates on the
atonement did not produce theological ideas and terminology de novo but
relied on the tradition and sought to develop and apply it, albeit in contested
ways, in the particular contexts of the early modern era. The journey from
Patristic and medieval through Reformation and post-Reformation periods
plotted in this section reveals that this is so. “Calvinism versus Arminianism”
simply lobotomizes history. On the other hand, none of the major -isms ever
existed for long as monolithic entities with only a single expression. J. C.
Ryle once noted that “the absence of accurate definitions is the very life of
religious controversy,”” and these essays prompt us to recognize distinct po-
sitions and nuances on the intent and scope of the atonement—Universalism,
Semi-Pelagianism, Arminianism, Amyraldianism and variant approaches to
Hypothetical Universalism—always in the service of disciplined theological
thinking.?

Second, this careful approach to the history of definite atonement ex-
plains why the term “Calvinist” is largely absent from the volume’s subse-

26 Barth, CD 1/2, 681.

27]J. C. Ryle, Knots Untied (1878; repr., Moscow, ID: Charles Nolan, 2000), 1.

28 Richard A. Muller, “Calvin on Christ’s Satisfaction and Its Efficacy: The Issue of ‘Limited Atonement,” in his
Calvin and the Reformed Tradition, 77 n. 22, argues that, “once the language is suitably parsed, there are at least
six distinct patterns of formulation [of Christ’s satisfaction] among the early modern Reformed.”
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quent exegetical, theological, and pastoral treatments of the doctrine. Not
only do the issues surrounding definite atonement massively predate the life
and thought of John Calvin, there is no little irony involved in calling definite
atonement a “Calvinist” doctrine when his own relationship to it—as all sides
have to admit—is a matter of debate. More than this, it is now abundantly
clear that the term expresses a reliance on the person which was as insulting
to Calvin as it is historically misleading because it fails to account for his own
location in a developing tradition.” Therefore each of the writers in the book
works with a preference for the term “Reformed” or “Reformed theology,”
both for historical description and as the way of locating themselves within
the particularist trajectory.*

It follows, thirdly, that this volume is not a presentation of “the five
points of Calvinism” or a defence of the “TULIP” acronym widely used as
a summary of the Canons of Dort and consequently of Reformed theology.
It is not that there is no value to such language. But there can be a tendency
to use such terminology as the soteriological map itself, without realiz-
ing that such terms simply feature as historical landmarks on the map.*!
The language emerged at particular points in time in particular contexts
in response to particular challenges, and it is those underlying causes and
perennial questions themselves that the historical essays attempt to probe.
In the process, they lend weight to J. 1. Packer’s insight that, historically,
the Reformed faith cannot be reduced to simply five points, while at the
same time, theologically, the five points stand or fall together as simply one
point: God saves sinners.*?

Definite Atonement in the Bible

If historical debates about the atonement arose from certain biblical texts, so
also our own contribution requires the same engagement with Scripture as
the norma normans (norming norm) of the discussion.

29 Carl R. Trueman, “Calvin and Calvinism,” in The Cambridge Companion to John Calvin, ed. Donald K. McKim
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 226, suggests that the term “Calvinism” is “of no real use to intel-
lectual history.” See Raymond A. Blacketer’s chapter in the present volume for some of the literature on this issue.
301t is the contention of this book that while, historically, Hypothetical Universalism and Amyraldianism came
under the umbrella of the Reformed community in the seventeenth century, these positions are, exegetically and
theologically, the awkward cousins in the family. This is not to remove them from Reformed orthodoxy, but it is
to apply the Reformational principle of semper reformanda to the debate, seeking to allow sola Scriptura to act
as the final authority.

31 Cf. Richard A. Muller, “How Many Points?,” CTJ 28 (1993): 425-33.

32J. 1. Packer, “Introductory Essay,” in John Owen, The Death of Death in the Death of Christ (London: Banner
of Truth, 1959), 5-6.
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There currently exists something of an exegetical impasse over texts
which, on the one hand, seem to point to the particularity of the atonement,
and texts which, on the other hand, imply a universal atonement. The biblical
essays in this volume do not claim to constitute a silver bullet to achieve satis-
factory consensus on why all these passages should be put together to affirm
definite atonement. Indeed, the chapters simply work inductively through the
relevant material and attempt to provide convincing readings of important
texts on their own terms. Doubtless debate will still continue.

Nevertheless, the exegetical chapters depict a particular relationship
between individual atonement texts and an overall theological framework
which we hope may deepen the discussion. We contend that this framework
is not imposed on the parts, but rather the parts themselves provide the wide-
angle lens through which they invite us to view them appropriately. Two
points explain what we mean.

First, we do not begin with contested texts but with the unfolding plot
line of redemptive history, so that the progression of the chapters matches
the biblical narrative. This is a very simple approach, but by itself already
begins to expose the fact that doctrines such as election are not theological
categories abstractly connected to theologies of atonement by predetermined
Reformed hermeneutical agendas. Rather, election is a redemptive-historical
category as much as a dogmatic one. God’s choosing of a people to belong to
him, so formative in and of the Pentateuch, clearly circumscribes the Bible’s
unfolding theology of sacrifice and atonement such that election is always an
expression of God’s grace shaping his covenantal dealings with his people.
The exegesis of significant texts which then follows,* along with discussion
of contested issues (the meanings of “many,” “all,” and “world”), naturally
locates them within this context.

Second, some of the exegetical parts themselves indicate the content of
the theological whole. Analysis of Ephesians 1:3—14 and 2 Timothy 1:9-11
reveals that biblical soteriology is painted on an eschatological canvas that
consists of four key “moments” of salvation: redemption predestined, re-
demption accomplished, redemption applied, and redemption consummated.
These two texts offer a panoramic view of salvation, and, because of their

33 Isaiah 53; Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; Matthew 26:28; Luke 22:20; John 3:16; Romans 5:9-11, 12-21; 6:1-11;
8:1-15, 29-34; 14:15; 1 Corinthians 8:11; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 19; Galatians 1:4; 4:4-6; Ephesians 1:3-14;
5:25-27; Colossians 1:20; 1 Timothy 2:4-6; 4:10; 2 Timothy 1:9-11; Titus 2:11-14; 3:3-7; Hebrews 2:9; 2 Peter
2:1; 1 John 2:2; 4:10, 14; Revelation 5:9-10.
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scope, they unavoidably point toward overall theological frameworks. They
help establish a part-whole hermeneutical dialogue whereby we learn to read
each of the different parts of the biblical narrative as enveloped within the
Bible’s own way of looking at its whole story. Our salvation is eternal in
origin and inexorably eschatological in movement; it is predestined, accom-
plished, applied, and consummated, and several biblical texts shine light on
aspects of this spectrum. For example, Titus 3:3—7 unfolds two distinct mo-
ments of salvation in history (Christ’s appearing, and the Holy Spirit’s act of
regeneration), along with a further anticipatory moment of salvation in the
future (unending life with God). The same can be said of Romans 5:9-11
and 8:29-34, with the addition of another moment of salvation (God’s fore-
knowing and predestining). What becomes clear from all these texts is that
eschatology is not merely the “goal” of soteriology, “but also encompasses

it, constituting its very substance from the outset.”*

Definite Atonement in Theological Perspective

John Webster has recently argued that the chief task of Christian soteriology is
to explain how God is savingly at work in the affliction of Jesus. A dogmatic ac-
count “stretches both backwards and forwards from this central event. It traces
the work of salvation back into the will of God, and forward into the life of the
many, who by it are made righteous.””® The exegetical essays in the volume
reveal that Webster is correct to identify this bidirectional flow in the biblical
texts, and the theological and pastoral essays are taken up with expounding
both movements. What more can be said about the “pre-history” of the history
of salvation in the purposes of the triune God? What does it mean for our sal-
vation to be the work of Father, Son, and Spirit? What does it mean for Jesus
to be crushed Servant and interceding High Priest? What kind of sacrifice and
payment for sin did he offer? The theological chapters in this volume coalesce
to make four key points, each of which shape the map in different ways.
First, the saving work of God is indivisible. This expresses in a single
statement the four moments of salvation outlined above,*® and it has profound

34 Richard B. Gaffin, Resurrection and Redemption: A Study in Paul’s Soteriology, 2nd ed. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R,
1987), 59.

35 John B. Webster, “‘It Was the Will of the Lord to Bruise Him’: Soteriology and the Doctrine of God,” in God
of Salvation: Soteriology in Theological Perspective, ed. Ivor J. Davidson and Murray A. Rae (Farnham, Surrey,
UK: Ashgate, 2011), 15-34 (15).

36 Ibid., 19-20, construes the overall shape of soteriology in three unified moments: “the eternal purpose of the
perfect God,; the establishment of that purpose in the history which culminates in the ministry of the incarnate Son;
and the consummation of that purpose in the Spirit.”
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theological implications. Each of these four moments is distinct, never col-
lapsed into the others, yet never separated from them either. In moment one,
our salvation in Christ has been predestined; in moment two, the whole of
our salvation has been procured and secured by Christ, even though his re-
demption is yet to be experientially applied by his Spirit (moment three) and
eschatologically consummated in his presence (moment four). None of the
moments of salvation belong to separate theological tracks, as if Christ’s re-
demptive work is somehow disconnected from the election of his people. In
God’s saving work there is unity in distinction and distinction in unity. God’s
purposes in Christ are one. Such a perspective helps to avoid the error of col-
lapsing the moments of redemption applied into redemption accomplished
(as seen in Karl Barth’s theology) or the error of fracturing the bond between
these moments (as seen in presentations of universal atonement).

Second, the saving work of God is circumscribed by God’s electing grace
and purpose. That is, God’s redemptive love and divine initiative shape and
guide the other moments of salvation. God’s love toward his own in election
and predestination is the fountainhead from which salvation flows. In this
regard, there is an inescapable ordo within the divine decree.?” The argument
set forth in this book is that, before time, the triune God planned salvation,
such that the Father chose a people for himself from among fallen human-
kind, a choice that would involve the sending of his Son to purchase them and
the sending of his Spirit to regenerate them. In the mind of God, the choice
logically preceded the accomplishment and the application of Christ’s re-
demptive work, and so in history it circumscribed them both. Louis Berkhof
asks, “Did the Father in sending Christ, and did Christ in coming into the
world, to make atonement for sin, do this with the design or for the purpose
of saving only the elect or all men? That is the question, and that only is the
question.”®

This divine ordo within the decree, the biblical basis for which is pre-
sented in this volume, calls into question attempts that would render election
non-determinative for salvation, or that would place the decree of election
after the decree of redemption, or that would subordinate God’s electing love
for his elect at the expense of his universal love for all humankind—yproblems
that attend Semi-Pelagianism and Arminianism, Amyraldianism, and Hypo-

37For a helpful overview of the various positions on the order of decrees, see B. B. Warfield’s table at the end of
Donald Macleod’s chapter in this volume.
38 Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1958), 394 (emphasis original).
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thetical Universalism, respectively. In the Scriptures, God’s electing love is
given the most distributive emphasis—it is no mere “afterthought.”*

Third, the saving work of God has its center in union with Christ. The
personal union between Christ and believers encompasses all four moments
of salvation. John Murray succinctly encapsulates the different aspects of this
mysterious union with Christ:

Union with Christ is the central truth of the whole doctrine of salvation. All
to which the people of God have been predestined in the eternal election
of God, all that has been secured and procured for them in the once-for-all
accomplishment of redemption, all of which they become the actual partak-
ers in the application of redemption, and all that by God’s grace they will
become in the state of consummated bliss is embraced within the compass
of union and communion with Christ.*’

Thus, we may never think of Christ’s accomplished redemption in ab-
straction from the union with his people at the moment of election; nor may
we detach Christ’s redemptive accomplishment—and his people’s dying and
rising with him—from the vital union with Christ that occurs through faith,
or from the union yet to be experienced when believers are finally in Christ’s
presence. As Sinclair Ferguson points out,

If we are united to Christ, then we are united to him at all points of his activ-
ity on our behalf. We share in his death (we were baptized into his death), in
his burial (we were buried with him in baptism), in his resurrection (we are
resurrected with Christ), in his ascension (we have been raised with him), in
his heavenly session (we sit with him in heavenly places, so that our life is
hidden with Christ in God), and we will share in his promised return (when
Christ, who is our life, appears, we also will appear with him in glory).*!

It follows that if the moments of redemption are bound together as distinct-
yet-inseparable acts of God in Christ, then certain conceptions of the nature
and efficacy of the atonement begin to emerge.

Within certain schemes of thought, Christ’s sacrifice secures the salva-
tion of no one in particular, since its efficacy is contingent upon something
outside the atonement, namely, faith—either synergistic faith (as in forms of

39 Vos’s critique of Amyraldianism (“Biblical Doctrine of the Love of God,” 456).

40 John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1955), 210.

41 Sinclair B. Ferguson, “The Reformed View,” in Christian Spirituality: Five Views of Sanctification, ed. Donald
L. Alexander (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 1989), 58.
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Semi-Pelagianism and Arminianism)*? or God-elected, monergistic faith (as
in Amyraldian Hypothetical Universalism). These accounts introduce con-
tingency into the atonement, which stands in sharp contrast to the efficacy of
the cross, argued for here. The saving power of the cross does not “depend on
faith being added to it; its saving power is such that faith flows from it.”** And
precisely because Christ does not win a hypothetical salvation for hypotheti-
cal believers, but rather a real salvation for his people, the effectiveness of the
atonement flows from its penal substitutionary nature.** At issue here is the
precise meaning of the cross as punishment for sin, and the two complemen-
tary essays by Garry Williams offer fresh and rigorous accounts which serve
to deepen significantly our understanding of penology. We suggest that the
very nature of the atonement is radically redefined when its scope is extended
to be for all without exception. Packer states the case exactly:

if we are going to affirm penal substitution for all without exception we
must either infer universal salvation or else, to evade this inference, deny
the saving efficacy of the substitution for anyone; and if we are going to
affirm penal substitution as an effective saving act of God we must either
infer universal salvation or else, to evade this inference, restrict the scope
of the substitution, making it a substitution for some, not all.*

It is union with Christ which secures the efficacy of Christ’s atonement,
because his death is an “in-union-with” kind of death. Those for whom Christ
died cannot but be affected by his death. Union with Christ also defines the
“some” for whom his death is effective. It rescues us from an impoverished
view of Christ’s death as a mere “instead of” penal substitutionary atonement
for all, and instead presents us with a representative penal substitutionary
atonement: Christ dies as Someone for some people. He dies as King for his
people, as Husband for his bride, as the Head for his body, as Shepherd for
his sheep, as Master for his friends, as Firstborn for his brothers and sisters, as

42 This synergistic faith occurs through either (a) equal cooperation between God and man’s fiee will (as in Semi-
Pelagianism), or (b) equal cooperation between God and man’s will which is already fieed as a result of prevenient
grace (as in classic Arminianism). In either case, the human free/freed will can resist God’s grace; conversely, man’s
choice is ultimately decisive for faith. For this important distinction, see Roger E. Olson, Arminian Theology: Myths
and Realities (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2006), 15878, esp. 164—66.

43 Packer, “Introductory Essay,” 10.

44 John Owen, Salus Electorum, Sanguis Jesu: Or The Death of Death in the Death of Christ, in The Works of John
Owen, ed. W. H. Goold, 24 vols. (Edinburgh: Johnstone & Hunter, 1850-1853; repr. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth,
1967), 10:235, put it well: “Christ did not die for any upon condition, if they do believe; but he died for all God’s
elect, that they should believe, and believing have eternal life.”

45 J. 1. Packer, “What Did the Cross Achieve? The Logic of Penal Substitution,” in Celebrating the Saving Work
of God: Collected Shorter Writings of J. I. Packer, Volume 1 (Carlisle, UK: Paternoster, 2000), 85-123 (116).
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the Second and Last Adam for a new humanity.*® This is why the particularity
of the atonement cannot be introduced at the point of application,*’ for we
were united to Christ in his death and resurrection prior to appropriating the
benefits of his atonement by faith—which means that the scope of redemp-
tion accomplished and applied are necessarily coextensive.

Fourth, the saving work of God in Christ is Trinitarian. The efficacious
and indivisible work of God centered in union with Christ ensures that Christ
died for a definite group of people; the Trinitarian shape of this soteriology
allows us to go further and say that that is the very intention of his death.

The Trinity orchestrates the symphony of salvation in all its movements:
the Father elects and sends, the Son becomes incarnate and dies, the Spirit
draws and vivifies. But while their works are distinct they are not indepen-
dent: the Father elects in Christ, the incarnate Son offers himself on the cross
through the eternal Spirit to the Father, and the Spirit is sent by the Father
and the Son to draw and seal the elect. Grounded in the mutual indwelling
of their persons, the Father, Son, and Spirit together serve the shared goal of
our salvation. “The Spirit serves the Son by applying what he accomplished,
and the Son serves the Spirit by making his indwelling possible. Both Son
and Spirit, together on their twofold mission from the Father, serve the Father
and minister to us.”*

If, however, as some might argue, Christ’s atoning work on the cross is
intended for everyone without exception, while its application is limited only
to those who believe by the power of the Spirit, then, we contend, a fatal
disjunction is introduced. The disjunction is not just conceptual; it is also
personal. Aspects of the one union with Christ are disconnected, redemption
accomplished is separated from redemption applied, and the divine persons
are cleaved from each other in their saving intentions. The Son dies for all, yet
the Father elects only some and the Spirit seals only some.* We suggest, how-
ever, that the nature of the Trinitarian operations envelops a definite construal
of the atonement as part of the bigger picture of God’s glorification of himself:

46 Henri A. G. Blocher, “The Scope of Redemption and Modern Theology,” SBET 9.2 (1991): 102.

47 Contra Knox, “Some Aspects of the Atonement,” 265.

48 Fred Sanders, The Deep Things of God: How the Trinity Changes Everything (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 149.
49 The disjunctions in a universal atonement are many. “It introduces conflict between the purpose of God, who
desires the salvation of all, and the will or power of God, who actually either will not or cannot grant salvation
to all. It gives precedence to the person and work of Christ over election and covenant, so that Christ is isolated
from these contexts and cannot vicariously atone for his people, since there is no fellowship between him and us.
It denigrates the justice of God by saying that he causes forgiveness and life to be acquired for all and then fails to
distribute them to all” (Herman Bavinck, Sin and Salvation in Christ, vol. 3 of Reformed Dogmatics, ed. John Bolt,
trans. John Vriend, 4 vols. [Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2006], 469-70).
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For when God designed the great and glorious work of recovering fallen
man and the saving of sinners, to the praise of the glory of his grace, he
appointed, in his infinite wisdom, two great means thereof. The one was the
giving his Son for them, and the other was the giving his Spirit unto them.
And hereby was way made for the manifestation of the glory of the whole
blessed Trinity; which is the utmost end of all the works of God.>

Hypothetical Universalists attempt to avoid the accusation of Trinitarian
disharmony by arguing that each person of the Trinity wills both limitation
and universalism on different levels, thus eliminating any division between
them.’!' Their position, however, is not without problems for Trinitarian the-
ology, since it introduces a division within the will of each person as they
seek to perform salvation. The position must concede that, at the universal
level, the person and work of Christ are divided as he performs atonement
for everyone without reference to his person, roles, or offices. He therefore
dies on the one hand as a representative substitute for his people, yet on the
other hand as a mere substitute for people whom he knows the Father never
elected and for whom he will never send his Spirit to draw to himself. The hy-
pothetical scheme not only suggests that God has two economies of salvation
running in tandem, but it inadvertently presents us with a confused Christ.
Such a position runs counter to the biblical description of Christ’s work and
person (and his offices) being interrelated, and his substitutionary death being
representatively performed in union with his people.

Setting issues such as the intent, nature, and efficacy of the atonement in
a full-orbed Trinitarian context allows us to understand the relationship be-
tween them. Just as the efficacy of the atonement flows from its penal nature,
s0 we may say in turn that its nature flows from its divine intent. The Servant
is crushed and suffers and is made to be a guilt offering because it was the
will of the Lorp (Isa. 53:10). Intending to save all those given to him by the
Father, the Son offers himself through the Spirit as an atoning sacrifice and
achieves the salvation of his people (Heb. 9:14).

30 John Owen, Tvevpatohoyiax or; A Discourse Concerning the Holy Spirit, in Works, 3:23 (emphasis original).

51 For example, John Davenant, “A Dissertation on the Death of Christ, as to its Extent and special Benefits: con-
taining a short History of Pelagianism, and shewing the Agreement of the Doctrines of the Church of England on
general Redemption, Election, and Predestination, with the Primitive Fathers of the Christian Church, and above
all, with the Holy Scriptures,” in An Exposition of the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians, trans. Josiah Allport, 2
vols. (London: Hamilton, Adams, 1832 [English trans. of 1650 Latin ed.]), 2:398 and 2:542, argued that the Son
had a universal intent that “conformed to the ordination of the Father,” and yet, at the same time, Christ affirmed the
particular will of God when he died, for how else could Christ have “exhibited himself as conformed to the eternal
appointment of his Father, if, in his saving passion, he had not applied his merits in a peculiar manner infallibly to
effect and complete the salvation of the elect?”
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This helps to explain why the terms “definite atonement” or “particular”
or “effectual redemption” are to be preferred above “limited atonement,”
which is commonly used for the doctrine. Not only is there an innate negativ-
ity attached to the language of limitation which obscures what the doctrine
consistently includes (such as the sufficiency of Christ’s death for all or the
cosmic implications of the atonement), it also misleads given that other views
of the atonement necessarily “limit” it in some way. John Murray is surely
right: “Unless we believe in the final restoration of all mankind, we cannot
have an unlimited atonement. On the premise that some perish eternally we
are shut up to one of two alternatives—a limited efficacy or a limited extent;
there is no such thing as an unlimited atonement.”? In this book, we com-
monly adopt the term “definite atonement,” since the adjective “definite” is
able to convey that the atonement is specific in its intention (Christ died to
save his people) and effective in its nature (it really does atone).™

Definite Atonement in Pastoral Practice

The aim of any doctrinal map must be to show the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ as revealed in the pages of Scripture. It is the aim of this vol-
ume to show the vital place that a definite atonement occupies in just such
an account of God’s glory. And it is that overall ambition that grounds our
understanding of the connection between definite atonement and pastoral
care of God’s people. The three chapters that conclude the volume are not
themselves essays in pastoral practice; rather, they seek to provide the deep
foundations upon which pastoral practice may build and flourish. For if the
final end of salvation is “the reiteration of God’s majesty and the glorifica-
tion of God by all creatures,”* then our greatest human need is to give God
glory in gratitude and praise and to structure our creaturely life by the divine
wisdom of the crucified Messiah.

His atoning death and resurrection provide the incarnate Son of God

52 John Murray, The Atonement (Philadelphia: P&R, 1962), 27.

53 Similarly, referring to the “extent” of the atonement is less than ideal given that the word can qualify different
aspects of the atonement: its intention, accomplishment, or application. As Robert Letham, The Work of Christ
(Leicester, UK: Inter-Varsity Press, 1993), 225, argues, “extent” gives the impression that the atonement is being
calculated mathematically or spatially. “Translated into debate on the atonement, the focus becomes that of number:
how many, or what proportion benefit from Christ’s death? Did Christ atone for the sins of all or simply for those of
the elect? Did he atone for the sins of all in a provisional sense? Or, from quite another direction, is the atonement of
limited or unlimited value? If the idea of intent is the central theme, however, the principal point at stake becomes
that of purpose or design. In short, the issue crystallises into the place of the atonement in the overall plan of God
for human redemption. The spatial and mathematical yields to the teleological.”

54 Webster, “It Was the Will of the Lord,” 20.
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with the full display of the glory of God (Phil. 2:5-11), and so provide the
people of God with the deepest of reasons for the praise of God. A definite
understanding of Christ’s atonement flows from seeing the successive stages
of his humiliation and exaltation as unified parts of a complete accomplish-
ment.> The glory Jesus receives as the Son of God in power in his exaltation
is his because he has triumphed over sin and death and hell and has lost none
of those whom the Father gave to him (John 17). As our Great High Priest,
he is seated because he has opened a new and living way to God and by his
sacrifice “has made perfect forever those who are being made holy” (Heb.
10:14, NIV). The glory of God shines with radiance in the cross of Christ
because from his sin-bearing death stems the re-creation of the world and
the reconciliation of all things to God (Col. 1:20). The atonement secured
salvation, a world made new, and eternal shalom.

It is often alleged that in the pastoral domain the weaknesses of definite
atonement become most acute. This is not so. We contend that, precisely be-
cause it is a definite atonement that gives greatest glory to God, so it is this
understanding of the atonement that affords church and world the greatest
good. The drama of the Son-King who was promised the nations as his inheri-
tance (Ps. 2:8) adds motivation for the evangelization of the peoples of the
world. The Lamb has purchased people for God (Rev. 5:9—-11). Conversely,
the “unevangelized” become an uncomfortable “stone in the shoe” for ad-
vocates of a universal atonement: Christ has provided a de jure salvation for
all but which de facto is not accessible to all and, inadvertently, ends up in
reality limited in its scope. Definite atonement ensures that what is offered in
the proclamation of the gospel is the actual accomplishment of redemption.
To herald the gospel is to herald a Savior who has by his blood established
the covenant of grace which all are called to join. Proponents of a general,
universal atonement cannot in fact, if being consistent, maintain a belief in
the sincere offer of salvation for every person. All that can be offered is the
opportunity or the possibility of salvation—and that not even to all in reality.

An atonement symbolized by the Good Shepherd who lays down his life
for his sheep provides pastoral riches of motivation, joyful obedience, and

55 Bavinck explains the structure of this unity in Sin and Salvation in Christ, 323-482, and beautifully explores its
cosmic scope (see esp. 473-74). Interestingly, he includes his discussion of the atonement under the exaltation of
Christ, not his humiliation. For Bavinck, when Christ rose from the dead and ascended to heaven “he took with him
a treasure of merits that he had acquired by his obedience,” chief among them the reconciliation which he won in
his atoning death (447). Reconciliation is therefore a gift given by the risen and ascended King to his people (450).
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perseverance for pastor and people alike. Atonement which radiates from the
union of Christ with his people and which is set within the wider paradigm
of the triune operations cannot but give assurance to the believer. If God—
Father, Son, and Spirit—has worked indivisibly for us in Christ, who then can
be against us? Models of the atonement that make salvation merely possible
fail to provide this robust assurance and comfort. Assurance of salvation
necessarily becomes detached from the secure source of what Christ has done
and lodges itself in the unstable realm of our response. Atonement has been
made, yes—but knowledge of it sufficient to calm our fears and assure us
of our adoption is grounded in human action, not divine. We are salvation’s
decisive donors.

If John Piper is correct in his concluding essay, that the death of Christ is
the climax of the glory of God’s grace, which is the apex of the glory of God,
then the issues of the intent and nature of the atonement are not subjects of
“little consequence” or “matters of mere speculation”—they touch the very
nerve center of the glory of God. He is not glorified when his salvation is
reduced to a mere opportunity. He is not glorified when his redemption of
lost sinners is abridged to being simply a possibility. God is glorified when
he is seen and savored and enjoyed for what he actually bestows: saving
grace. In this glorification, we his creatures are made whole and healthy,
worshiping and happy, and commissioned as his ambassadors in his world—
soli Deo gloria.
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1 Clement, 60; absence of the word “cross” in,
62n21; Coptic manuscripts of, 61n19; Greek
manuscripts of, 61n19; Latin translation of,
61n19; main purpose of, 60; Syriac manu-
script of, 61n19

“Acte de Thouars” (1649), 195

adoption, 617, 617n39, 638, 639

agapé (Greek: love), 446

agorazo (Greek: to buy), 387-88

“all Israel,” 300; in Jewish sources, 300n43

Amyraldian Association, 197

Amyraldianism, 42, 43n30, 46, 48, 100, 166,
327,358, 438, 527, 643n9; in contemporary
evangelical circles, 197-99; critique of,
439-44; and discord in the Trinitarian rela-
tions, 437-44; eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century works on, 166n3; and the forcing
of a disjunction between the moments of
redemption, 345; and monergistic faith, 357;
and Paul’s particularistic texts, 291; and the
placement of the decree of election after the
decree of redemption, 348; and salvation,
367; twentieth-century works on, 166n4

anadechomai (Greek: to become surety for),
64-65

“And Can It Be?” (C. Wesley), 406, 609

Answer of the Said Arch-Bishop of Armagh, to
Some Exceptions Taken Against His Afore-
said Letter, An (Ussher), 462—63

antilutron (Greek: delivery from bondage,
substitute-ransom), 312, 313, 314, 379

Aphorismes of Justification (Baxter), 203; on
the prisoner analogy, 209-10, 210-11; on
the solutio eiusdem, 209

apokatallasso (Greek: to reconcile), 307-8;
as meaning “pacify,” 308-9; as meaning
“peace with God,” 309-10
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apokatasis (Greek: restoration), 419

apollumi (Greek: spiritual ruin), 322, 392-93

apostasy, 323n121

apothnésko (Greek: to die), 3014

“arm of Yahweh,” 250-51, 256

Arminianism, 42, 46, 47—48, 98n5, 327, 358,
417, 456, 46667, 643n9; and dissonance
in the Trinity, 368; on the divine decree,
402-6, 408; and election as mere foreknowl-
edge, 348; and the forcing of a disjunction
between the moments of redemption, 345;
and Paul’s particularistic texts, 291; and
salvation, 367; and synergistic faith, 48n42,
357, 357n80. See also Remonstrants

‘asham (Hebrew: guilt offering), 259—60

‘aza zel (Hebrew: scape goat), 234n20

baptism: popular idea of during the Caro-
lingian period, 79-80; as a symbol of our
“conversion-initiation” into the Christian
life, 353-54

Belgic Confession, 145, 146

biblical theology, 546; and systematic theology,
54647

Book of Concord (1580), 134; as “The Book of
Discord,” 134

Book of Questions and Answers (Beza), 137-38

Brief Traitté de la Predestination et de ses prin-
cipales dependances (Amyraut), 165, 423;
and Amyraut’s six sermons, 192; the circum-
stances behind the publication of, 172; on
the consequences of the sin of the first man,
199; on the depravity of man, 183; on elec-
tion and predestination, 184-90; on God’s
purpose for sending his Son to the world,
177-79; as a kind of apologia, 172; on pre-
destination, 173; responses to by Amyraut’s
colleagues, 192-93; on salvation, 179-83;
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on why God created man, 174-75; on why
God created the world, 173-74; on why God

daka (Hebrew [Piel]: to crush), 255, 255n12
Day of Atonement, 234-35, 236, 24344,

permitted the first man to sin, 175-76

Calvinism: “five-point Calvinism,” 163;
“four-point Calvinism,” 163, 648-56; “four-
and-a-half-point Calvinism,” 163; hyper-
Calvinism, 547n28, 567n137, 661, 661n30

Canons of Dordt (Dort), 122nn3—4, 147-49,
156n76, 188n116, 214, 430; adoption of by
the French Reformed church, 158-59; the
British delegation’s influence on, 154-58;
division of delegates over, 154-58; on the
intentional efficacy of the cross, 152-54;
subscription of English Hypothetical Uni-
versalists to, 141n98; on the sufficiency of
the cross, 149-52; unsuccessful attempts by
the Church of England to adopt the Canons
alongside the Thirty-nine Articles, 159

Cause of God and Truth, The (Gill), citation of
the church fathers in, 57-59, 73-74

chalah (Hebrew [Hiphil]: to make sick), 255,
255n12, 265130

Chalcedonian Formula (451), 201, 468, 498

Christ. See Jesus

Christ Jesus. See Jesus

Christ Our Penal Substitute (Dabney), 467,
508

Christus Victor (Latin: Christ the Victor), 67

circumcision, 236n27

“Compel them to come in” (Spurgeon), 431

condemnation, 411

Council of Quiercy (849), 80

Council of Trent (1545-1563), 624

Council of Valence (855), 80

Counter Remonstrance (1611), 146

Counter Remonstrants, 147

covenant of redemption, 212, 270n8, 459-60;
and the nature of merit, 215-17; origins of,
212-13; purpose of, 213—-15; and the unity
of the office of mediator, 217-22

covenants, 521-23; covenant motifs, 622n66;
covenant of works, 216—17; the new cov-
enant, 521, 522, 535-37, 538n56, 64448,
the old covenant, 521, 535-37, 644-45. See
also covenant of redemption

Cross and Salvation, The (Demarest), 198-99

“Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Bridges),
288

Cur Deus Homo (Anselm of Canterbury),
86n33, 214
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256, 525; as both all-inclusive and strictly
exclusive, 234n22; new covenant theology
approach to, 235-36; and priestly interces-
sion, 235, 235n24; Reformed covenantal
approach to, 236-38; and the “scapegoat,”
234nn20-21, 239n37

Death of Death in the Death of Christ, The

(Owen), 202, 211, 217-18, 223, 587-89; the
controlling model in, 484; on the distinction
between the two kinds of solutio, 207-8,
210, 211; prisoner analogy in, 211

Defence of the Catholic Faith, A (Grotius), 206
definite atonement, 33-34, 244, 392, 437,

481-82; in the Bible, 37, 43-45; biblico-
systematic approach to, 37-41, 332; and
Christian assurance, 569-70, 623-30, 666,
in church history, 37, 41-43; as a corol-
lary of penal substitutionary atonement,

34; and creation’s restoration, 310-11; and
divine discrimination, 608; and the “double
jeopardy” argument, 70; the double payment
argument for, 483515 passim (see also
punishment metaphor); efficacy of, 356n76,
607-8; and fellowship with God, 666; and
gratitude, 665-66; and the intention of the
atonement, 51, 51n53; and the love of God,
639-42; and missions, 664—65; and the
nature of the atonement, 51; and the new
covenant, 642—44; objections to, 34-37; in
pastoral practice, 37, 51-53; in the Patristic
era, 59—60; penal substitutionary atonement
as definite, 461-62, 467; in the Penta-
teuch, 244-45; preaching on, 665-67; and
preservation of the truth of time under God,
580-81; and the question of the unevan-
gelized, 600-605; and Scripture, 561-63;
as a significant part of the glory of Jesus’s
achievement, 637-39; and a sincere offer of
the gospel to all, 661-64; the specificity of
the atonement in Scripture, 471-80; in theo-
logical perspective, 37, 45-51; and Trinitar-
ian harmony, 566—67, 629-30, 629n33; and
universal offer, 567-69; as unquantifiable,
506-10; and a valid offer of the gospel to
all, 458-61; why it is definite, 51; and wit-
ness and service, 667; and worship, 666—67

Deism, 630
De iure belli ac pacis (Grotius), 491
De Jesu Christo Servatore (F. Socinus), 205
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Dialogue with Trypho (Justin Martyr), 63—65

Discourse of the Five Points, A (Whitby), 57

Display of Arminianism, A (Owen), 213, 221

Dissertation Concerning the End for Which
God Created the World (J. Edwards), 634

“Dissertation on the Death of Christ, as to its
Extent and special Benefits” (Davenant),
424-26; publication history of, 424n72

divine decree, 46-47, 402, 434-35; in
Arminianism, 402—6, 408; in Hypotheti-
cal Universalism, 431-34; order of (see
infralapsarianism; supralapsarianism); in
Reformed orthodoxy, 402, 405, 406. See
also election; predestination; reprobation

divine foreknowledge, 81-82; and evil, 84-85;
and free will, 83-84; and God’s grace,
85-88

Doctrinae J. Calvini de Absoluto Reprobationis
Decreto Defensio (Amyraut), 195

doctrine, commitment to versus personally
committed to, 98-99

donum superadditum (Latin: superadded gift),
214-15

doxazo (Greek: to glorify), 269, 271

Dutch Annotations, 159-62

election, 44, 77-80, 335, 34648, 372, 411;
as “in Christ” (Christ as author, executor,
and ground of election), 407-8; significant
biblical texts on, 44n33; as soteriologi-
cal predestination, 407; as the theological
prerequisite of atonement, 229n4. See also
predestination

English Annotations, 159, 160, 161, 162,
162n106

Eschantillon de la Doctrine de Calvin touchant
la Predestination (Amyraut), 192

eschatological universalism, 326-27

Eucharist, the, words of consecration in, 90-91,
90n42

evangelism, 328, 599-600. See also missions

evil, and divine foreknowledge, 84-85

exégeomai (Greek: to inform, to relate, to tell
fully), 268

exegesis, 546; Augustinian exegesis on the
extent of Jesus’s redemption, 128-31; and
“retroduction,” 546; and supporters of defin-
ite atonement, 561-63; and supporters of
Hypothetical Universalism, 561-63

Exodus, book of: the death of Egypt’s firstborn
as judgment in, 231n12; focus of on the
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Israelites as slaves in need of emancipation,
231n11; the Passover ritual in, 231-33;
priestly intercession for Israel in, 233

faith: in the book of Romans, 299, 299n36; as
a gift from God, 643, 647; monergistic faith,
48; synergistic faith, 47-48, 48n42

“Faith Reviving” (Toplady), 570-71

Federal theology, 445, 453, 614—15, 619n51,
624, 625, 627, 630. See also Westminster
Confession of Faith

Formula Consensus Ecclesiarum Helvetica
(1675), 165-66, 196, 465

Four Books of Sentences, The (Libri Quatuor
Sententiarum) (Lombard), 80-81, 89

“five-point Calvinism,” 163

“four-point Calvinism,” 163, 648-56

“four-and-a-half-point Calvinism,” 163

free will, 77; and divine foreknowledge,
83-84

Gangraena (T. Edwards), 204

Genesis, book of, sacrifice and atonement in,
230-31

God: absolute power of, 220n61; attributes of,
95; as creditor and ruler, 486, 490-93; glory
of, 51-52, 53, 268-69, 336, 372, 633-37,
663; grace of, 85-88, 601-3, 638, 639,
640; holiness of, 254, 254n10; justice of,
614-16, 616n32; love of, 40-41, 278n32,
458, 563-66, 61416, 639—42; ordained
power of, 220n61; simplicity of, 86-87, 440,
will of, 77, 94-95, 102—4, 138-39, 393-94,
393n50, 394n51, 428-29, 470, 563-66, 590,
661-63

gospel, the: a sincere offer of to all, 661-64; a
valid offer of to all, 658-61

Hague Conference (1611), 146, 149-50; and
the Sententia Remonstrantium, 148. See also
Counter Remonstrance

headship: community headship, 577; of a
husband, 577; of Jesus, 576-80

Hebrews, book of: atonement in 394-97, 397,
Jesus as the Great High Priest in, 528-29,
528n31, 530

Heidelberg Catechism, 145, 149n35, 160

hilastérion (Greek: propitiation), 285, 294, 396

humanism, 126-27

human nature, 465-66, 468
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hyper-Calvinism, 547n28, 567n137, 661,
661n30

Hypothetical Universalism, 42, 43n30, 4647,
48, 94n59, 140, 140n97, 155, 166, 327,
367n112, 422-34, 527, 547n26, 548,
554n75; British Hypothetical Universalism,
166n5, 197; and the Canons of Dordt (Dort),
41n98; and confusion in the Son, 368-71;
critique of, 439—44; and discord in the
Trinitarian relations, 437—44; on the divine
decree, 431-34; and “double payment,”
570-74; and the forcing of a disjunction
between the moments of redemption, 345;
and God’s love, 563—66; and monergistic
faith, 357; and Paul’s particularistic texts,
291; Reformed varieties of, 163; and salva-
tion, 367; and Scripture, 561-63; and the
subordination of God’s electing love for his
elect to a universal compact, 348-49; and
“sufficiency,” 574-76; on the Trinity and
salvation, 50, 629-30n94; and underperfor-
mance by the Spirit, 368-71

infralapsarianism, 40913

Institutes of the Christian Religion (Calvin),
3940

Israel, as God’s elect, 228-30

Jansenists, 549

Jesus: and the atonement, 607-8, 609—11;
Bread of Life Discourse of, 270-71; as
the Good Shepherd, 52-53, 277, 529, 563,
607; headship of, 576-80; in Hebrews,
394-95, 528-29, 528n31, 530; High Priestly
Prayer of, 271-72, 529; incarnation of, 268,
421-22, 579; as Instructor and Guardian,
529n34; as the Mediator of the new cov-
enant, 646-48; miracles of, 268-69; as the
mirror of election, 117—-18; resurrection of,
269; transfiguration of, 269. See also Jesus,
death of; Jesus, as the High Priest of the new
covenant

Jesus, death of: and the accomplishment of
the salvation of his people, 275-79; as the
climax of the glory of God’s grace, 635-37,
as a definitive display of the glory of God,
268-75, 287-88; in the Gospel of John,
277-78; in the Gospel of Matthew, 275-77;
in the Johannine epistles, 278-79; the
judicial nature of, 650-51; New Testament
focus on, 621n59; for the sins of the world,

From Heaven He Came and Sought Her.512766.i04.indd 700

279-87; as a work of penal substitution that
justly grounds forgiveness, 620-23

Jesus, as the High Priest of the new covenant,
517-19, 517n2; the fragmentation of Jesus’s
priestly work of offering and intercession in
general atonement views, 530-35; Jesus’s
fulfilling the office and work of the Old
Testament priest, 528-30, 537-38; Jesus’s
transcending of the Old Testament priest and
inaugurating of the new covenant, 535-38

kaphar (Hebrew [Piel]: to atone), 227nl

kosmos (Greek: world), 281, 281n37, 284n53;
in the Johannine literature, 281-87; in the
Pauline literature, 305-7

language of aspiration, 97, 104-8, 118, 119

Last Supper, 231n13

Leviticus, book of, offerings in, 474; the
burnt offering (“the offering that ascends”),
474-75; the peace offering, 475n39; the
purification (sin) offering, 47578, 475n43;
the reparation offering, 478-79

lex talionis, 501-3

limited atonement. See definite atonement

logic, tendential, 54445

Logos incarnatus (already incarnate)/Logos
incarnandus (to be incarnated) distinction,
420-22

lutr- word group, 315

lutroé (Greek: to random, redeem), 320, 321,
387

lutron (Greek: ransom), 276, 313, 314, 379

malista (Greek: especially, above all), 317,
380-82, 566

Marrow of Modern Divinity, The (Baxter),
433n106

metaphors, 487—89, 572. See also God, as
creditor and ruler; punishment metaphor

min (Hebrew: because of), 253, 253n7

mispat (Hebrew: justice), 248-49

missions, 509-10, 664—65; motivation for,
603-5; universality of, 603-5. See also
evangelism

Montbéliard Colloquy (1586), 133; Beza’s
published editions of, 133-34

“multiple intentions view.” See “four-point
Calvinism”

mystery, 544
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Nature of the Atonement, The (J. McLeod
Campbell), 36, 611, 612; context of, 612—13

Nestorianism, 468, 498

Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed (381), 201

Nicomachean Ethics (Aristotle), 500

“Not All the Blood of Beasts” (Watts), 260

Of the Death of Christ (Owen), 210, 211, 218,
219; on the prisoner analogy, 211-12

Of the Death of Christ, and of Justification
(Owen), 221n63

Of the True Intent and Extent of Christs Death,
and Satisfaction upon the Cross (Ussher),
462

“offspring of Abraham” 396

oikonomia (Greek: economy), 334

“On the controversy among the French Divines
of the Reformed Church, concerning the gra-
cious and saving will of God towards sinful
men” (Davenant), 424

On the Holy Trinity and of the Godhead of
the Holy Spirit to Eustathius (Gregory of
Nyssa), 442

On Predestination (Gottschalk of Orbais), 79

On the Trinity (Hilary of Poitiers), 69

order of decrees, 436 (table)

pactum salutis. See covenant of redemption

paga‘ (Hebrew [Hiphil]: to cause to meet upon,
interpose), 254n11, 262n26, 265130

pantes (Greek: all), 296-97, 354, 354n67; in 2
Corinthians 5, 301-5, 351, 376, 379, 382

particular atonement. See definite atonement

pas (Greek: all), 296-97, 296n22, 300, 300n42

Passover, 231-33, 232nn15-16, 255, 525-26

pastoral ministry: central task of, 635; as a
theological calling, 608

Paul, atonement theology of, 289-91;
“doctrinal loci” texts, 290, 331, 333, 372,
372n122; important qualifications in the
interpretation of the terms “all” and “world,”
323-27; particularist texts (Christ died for
“me,” for the “church,” for “his people,”
for “us”), 290, 291-95, 331, 333; “perish-
ing” texts (false teachers “obtained with
his own blood”; destroying the brother “for
whom Christ died”), 290, 321-23, 331,
333, 372; the practical relationship between
Paul’s atonement theology and evangelism,
328; universalistic language of, 328-30;
universalistic texts (Christ died for “many,”
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for “all,” for the “world”), 290, 295-321,
331, 333,372

Paul, soteriology of, 332—34, 372—73; on the
saving work of God as circumscribed by
God’s electing grace, 333, 335, 346-49, 372;
on the saving work of God as doxological,
333,336, 371, 372; on the saving work of
God as encompassed by union with Christ,
333, 335-36, 349-60, 372; on the sav-
ing work of God as indivisible, 333, 335,
336-45, 372; on the saving work of God as
Trinitarian, 333, 336, 36071, 360n95, 372

Pelagianism, 130

Pentateuch, the, examples of corporate cleans-
ing or atonement in: Aaron’s censer, 240;
atonement for unintentional sins, 23940,
the bronze snake, 241; Phinchas’s action at
Baal Peor, 242-43; the water of cleansing,
240-41, 240n40

Pentateuch, the, individual atonement in,
243-44

Pious Annotations, 159

poenitentia (Latin: penal infliction), 620n52

polloi (Greek: many), 276n25, 296, 296n21,
351,379, 395

preaching, 637-38; aim of, 635, 637; on defi-
nite atonement, 665—67; necessity of, 598;
and the use of indiscriminate, universalistic
language, 108-18, 118, 119

predestination, 335, 34648, 372, 638, 639;
cosmic predestination, 407; double predes-
tination, 77-80; in Reformed orthodoxy,
406-9; soteriological predestination, 407,
soteriological setting for, 416. See also
divine foreknowledge; election

presuppositionalism, 585-86

priesthood: and covenants, 521-23; and typol-
ogy, 519-21. See also Jesus, as the High
Priest of the new covenant; priesthood, in
the Old Testament

priesthood, in the Old Testament: the high
priest as the representative of the covenant
people before God, 524; the high priest as
the representative mediator of the covenant
people before God, 524-28, 524-25n20; the
Levites as representatives of the firstborn
Israelites, 524n19; selection of the high
priest from among the people, 523-24. See
also Day of Atonement

“proof texting,” 99-100, 119

providence, and the future, 1024, 118
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punishment metaphor (as debt repayment),
486, 489-90, 515; punishment as a fitting
answer to sin, 486, 501-6; punishment as an
identical return, 486, 499-501; punishment
as quantifiable, 486, 495-99; punishment
as restitution, 486, 494-95; punishment as
restoration, 486, 493-94. See also God, as
creditor and ruler

question of the unevangelized, the, in relation
to a definite atonement, 600-601; and the
universality of, and motivation for, Christian
missions in the defense of divine atonement,
603-5; and the universality of sin and the
particularity of grace in the defense of a
definite atonement, 601-3

question of the unevangelized, the, in relation
to a universal atonement, 587-89, 600; and
the importance of demonstrating universal
accessibility in the defense of a universal
atonement, 589-94; and the problems of
demonstrating universal accessibility in the
defense of universal atonement, 594—600

Qumran, 276, 562; as the community of the
new covenant, 562

rabbim (Hebrew: many), 26466, 276n27

Racovian Catechism, 205, 205n15

reason, 53-45; limitations of, 544; and mystery,
544; and tendential logic, 54445

reconciliation, of “all things,” 655-56

redemption predestined, accomplished, ap-
plied, consummated, 335, 335n12, 336-45,
34748, 356, 364—66

Reformed theology, 43, 89, 14849, 564; on
the covenant, 237n31, 534-35n48, 535n49,
536n52, 538-39n57, 651; Scripture as the
foundation of, 125n22

Remonstrance (1610), 146, 146n11, 148, 402,
4034

Remonstrants, 147, 14748, 152, 153, 160, 161,
402—6; banishment of from the United Prov-
inces, 158; conversion of to Catholicism,
158; deprival of the right to preach, 158

repentance, and forgiveness, 618-20, 619n48

reprobation, 77-80, 411; and the distinction be-
tween preterition (election) and condemna-
tion, 411. See also condemnation; election

revelation: general revelation, 602; special
revelation, 599, 602; universal revelation,
598-99
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Revelation, book of, Throne Room vision in,

272-73

Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1685), 197

salvation: center of in union with Christ,

47-49; as circumscribed by God’s electing
grace and purpose, 46—47; as indivisible,
45-46; key “moments” of, 44-45, 45n36,
45-46, 335, 335n12, 33645, 34748, 356,
36466, 372; as Trinitarian, 49-50

scholasticism, 124-25, 124n14, 124n18,

127-28, 429

Scottish Theology (T. F. Torrance), 612
Scripture, 545-47; as norma normans (the rule

that rules), 546, 563; Scripture as its own
interpreter, 546; sola Scriptura, tota Scriptura
as a guideline for theology, 547; and support-
ers of definite atonement, 561-63; and sup-
porters of Hypothetical Universalism, 561-63

Semi-Pelagianism, 42, 46, 4748, 73, 127n34,

130, 327; and dissonance in the Trinity, 368;
and election as mere foreknowledge, 348;
and the forcing of a disjunction between the
moments of redemption, 345; and Paul’s
particularistic texts, 291; and salvation, 367
and synergistic faith, 48n42, 357, 357n80

Sentences (Lombard). See Four Books of Sen-

tences, The (Libri Quatuor Sententiarum)
(Lombard)

Servant, the (of Isaiah): and the accomplish-

ment and application of atonement, 260-64;
as both offering and Intercessor, 527; the
Gentile world and the Servant’s work,
248-49; the intended recipients of the Ser-
vant’s salvation (the “many”), 26466, 276;
and the “saving arm of Yahweh,” 250-51;
the Servant’s work as a complete atonement
(inward, Godward, and manward), 256—60;
the Servant’s work as a perfect substitution-
ary atonement, 253-56; success of, 251,
251n5; suffering and death of, 252-60, 478;
who the Servant is, 249-50

sakhal (Hebrew [Qal]: to behave wisely; [Hi-

phil]: to succeed), 251n5

shalom (Hebrew: peace), 258—59n22
sin, 254; the ill effects of sin (inward, Godward,

and manward), 257-60; New Testament vo-
cabulary of, 472-74; Old Testament vocabu-
lary of, 25657 the plural acts of sin (“sins”),
472-74, 481; the singular habit of sin (“sin”),
472-74, 481; universality of, 601-3
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Six Sermons: De la nature, estendue, neces-
sité, dispensation, et efficace de |’Euangile
(Amyraut), 192

Socinians, 205

solutio tantidem (equivalent payment)/solutio
eiusdem (identical payment) distinction,
204-5,206-7

soter (Greek: Savior [physically and spiritu-
ally]), 316, 317, 318, 363n102, 364, 383-84

soteria (Greek: salvation), 318

soteriology, 334; biblical roots of, 334; compet-
ing definitions of, 290n3; and the “economy
of salvation,” 334

soterios (Greek [adjective]: bringing salvation),
318,319

so0zo (Greek: to save/preserve [physically and
spiritually]), 318, 337, 383-84

Summa Contra Gentiles (Aquinas), 90, 92, 93

Summa Theologiae (Aquinas), 90, 91, 92-93, 94

supralapsarianism, 409-13; Barthian “purified
supralapsarianism,” 413-22

Synod of Alengon (1637), 179, 192, 193-95,
194n140, 423

Synod of Charenton (1644—1645), 170, 171,
177,195

Synod of Dordt (Dort) (1618-1619) 35, 122,
143-44, 148n27, 402; the British delegation,
147, 151; commissioning of a Bible transla-
tion and commentary, 144, 159; on the
divine decree, 410, 413; historical context
of, 144-47; opposition of to Arminianism,
438. See also Canons of Dordt (Dort); Dutch
Annotations, English Annotations, Pious
Annotations

Synod of Loudun (1659), 196

Synopsis Purioris Theologiae, 157084, 213

systematic theology: and biblical theology, 546—
47, definition of, 542; and reason, 543-45;
and Scripture, 545-47; and tradition, 54243

Tabula Praedestinationis (Beza), 126, 129,
131-32

teleioo (Greek: to finish), 271

teleo (Greek: to finish), 271

Theologoumena Pantodapa (Owen), 216

theosis (Greek: deification), 435

Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, 424, 630

Tractate on the Gospel of John (Augustine),
71-72, 71n68, 441

tradition, 542—43; as norma normata (a rule
that is ruled), 54243
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Trinity, the: Amyraldianism and discord in
the Trinitarian relations, 437-44; and the
covenant of redemption, 214, 459-60;
distinct-but-inseparable roles in, 364-66;
the economic Trinity, 366, 416-7, 417-18;
the immanent (ontological) Trinity, 366,
416, 417-18; and Jesus’s intention in
dying, 367-68; Paul’s doctrine of, 336,
360-71, 372, 360n95; and salvation,
49-50; and the Spirit’s outpouring, 361n97;
Trinitarian harmony, 272, 272n16, 566—67,
622, 629-30, 629n33; Trinitarian problems
within a universal atonement scheme,
368-71; works of, 440-44. See also God,
simplicity of

TULIP acronym, 43, 121, 122n2, 148

typology, 519-21, 520n7; and a fortiori escala-
tion, 520; as predictive, 520; as symbolism
rooted in historical-textual realities, 520; as
unpacking both the unity and discontinuity
of God’s plan, 520-21

unevangelized, the. See question of the unevan-
gelized, the, in relation to a definite atone-
ment; question of the unevangelized, the, in
relation to a universal atonement

Union of Utrecht (1579), 144

union with Christ, 47-49, 335-36, 349-56,
372, 460; and the atonement, 357-60; com-
parison to union with Adam, 350-52; as key
to Paul’s soteriology, 356

universal atonement, disjunctions in, 49n49.
See also universal atonement, and the ques-
tion of the unevangelized

universal atonement, and the question of the
unevangelized, 587-89; the importance of
demonstrating universal accessibility in the
defense of a universal atonement, 589-94;
the problems of demonstrating universal
accessibility in a defense of universal atone-
ment, 594-600

universal atonement, Trinitarian problems
within, 368-71

Universal Redemption of Mankind, by the Lord
Jesus Christ (Baxter), 427

Universalism, 42, 351, 480

“unlimited limited atonement.” See “four-point
Calvinism”

Westminster Confession of Faith, 417, 432,
544-45, 617, 625, 626, 627, 628
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