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Thanks to those of you who 
have contributed to it as 
these contributions are 

essential to the newsletter‘s 
success

All feature article in this and
upcoming edition, will touch 
on topical issues of interest 

to PNHS members. If you 
would like to contribute 

articles in future newsletters 
or front cover photo, please 

contact me via email: 

alizah.hajiali@shell.com
pnhs.brunei@gmail.com

Cheers,
Alizah
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0.5 – 3 pages

Wk 1 bimonthly 
Newsletter will be OUT end-month

Everyone  is 
(PNHS members /ex PNHS / nature lovers)

So get your story out ---> Readers are waiting

HOW WHAT

WHO WHEN

To submit YOUR articles : pnhs.brunei@gmail.com
alizah.hajiali@shell.com

✓ Express yourself and share your passion
✓ Share your ideas, knowledge , nature 

journeys and mission

WHY

Tired of housework/workdays that never end? 
Sit down and write a note to the PNHS Newsletter! It is therapy!

Tired of looking at your own pictures?
Send some to the Newsletter & share with fellow readers!

Been out lately?
Send your sightings to the Newsletter!



So here’s our #3 Migratory Birds, featuring the Whiskered Tern. 11 species of terns can be found in Borneo, and some
species undertake epic annual 40,000+ km migratory journeys from the Arctic to the Antarctic… making it a world
record holder among birds!

#3: Whiskered Tern

East Asian-Australasian Flyway 

Migratory Birds In Borneo 

Author : Alizah Ali

Antarctica – a 40,000+ km trip, one way! Also the
Common Tern make is a globetrotter with an average
round trip of 35,000 km each year by migrating south to
spend their winter along the coasts of the tropics and
the southern hemisphere in areas including Africa,
South America and South-east Asia, after their breeding
season [discoverwildlife.com].

There are two main groups, the ‘sea’ terns typical of a

marine environment, and the ‘marsh’ terns.

Sea terns are mostly medium-sized, usually white and

light gray in color with angular wings and long, pointy,

sometimes slightly decurved bills, usually seen in a

flocks of mixed species along the coast or out at sea.

There are also the all-dark plumaged Bridled and Sooty

Terns. Their main food is small fish, which they locate

by hovering over the surface for so to divebomb into

the ocean for a precise catch. Past written reports

stated that rough and wet weather at sea can bring

more terns over the Seria rivermouth, where the best

time to see them is at peak migration in September.

Hopefully I can see these and report it in later articles!

The only breeding terns in Brunei are Little Tern, and

Bridled Tern – a true open ocean maritime specialist -

which is reported to breed off Bandar Seri Begawan.

Whiskered Tern falls under the ‘marsh tern’ category,

and is encountered inland in paddy fields, rivers, small

lakes and wetlands. They feed on insects, dipping down

to take items from surface of water, or pursues flying

insects in the air. The young leave nest after a few days

but remain nearby, are fed by both parents. Age at first

flight about 22-28 days; may remain with parents

another 2 months or more. Only one brood per year,

rarely two. Terns nest together for safety and will dive-

bomb intruders that enter their colonies.

Plate 1: Whiskered Tern, Wasan, October 2018. Adult in “90%” 
winter plumage, still retaining part of the black summer-
plumage hood. In summer plumage it is all black below !

Plate 2: Whiskered Tern, Wasan January 2019. Adult in full 
winter plumage.

Terns can be found everywhere in the world, and if birds could earn frequent flyer miles, terns would definitely earn
the most. Almost all terns migrate, often seen outside their breeding areas in spring and autumn, but absent from
Europe in winter [rspb.org.uk]. The most notable is the Arctic Tern. They migrate every year from the Arctic to the



#3: Whiskered Tern

I love terns. I find them graceful - flying, hunting, calling, preening, or just sitting around, and not least for their
truly incredible migrations. But ugh...it's not always easy to differentiate between species as certain species look
so similar. Almost all terns seen in Borneo pass by on migration, and these are mainly juvenile or adults moulting
into winter plumage - which makes identification confusing. With white/gray plumages and variable black head-
markings they look very similar! My first tern sighting of Whiskered Tern was in October 2018 at Tutong sewage
Works during the AWC (Asian Waterbird Census). On many weekends between Nov’18 – Mar’19, I (again)
explored Brunei’s largest actively farmed rice field, Wasan, where I caught-up with larger flocks of them. So far I
have not been able to identify White-winged Black Terns, simply as I could not differentiate them. These are the
two ‘marsh tern’ species expected to be easily seen in Brunei, with Little Tern found in both inland marshes as well
as a marine habitat.

So far what I learnt is that Whiskered Terns have a stubby bill, either all-black hood (summer) or a “black bandit
mask” (winter; see Plate 2). White-winged Black in comparison, is supposed to “wear black headphones” (as seen
in Plate 3); basically a dark patch behind the eye. I need to keep a close look next time I am at Wasan!

During the breeding season, the male performs aerial displays during which it calls while bringing a fish to attract a
female. Both birds fly together high in the air and alternating glides on stiff wings. The female swallows the fish
brought by the male, or keeps it in her bill during displays. Courtship displays become more frequent once the pair
is formed, and courtship feeding is common. Usually, the female remains on the territory and defends it, while the
male feeds her regularly [Oiseaux-birds.com]

East Asian-Australasian Flyway 

Migratory Birds In Borneo 

continued

Plate 3: Little Tern (in front) ; White-winged Black Tern (back)

@K.Schjølberg



PNHS in BSP “SALAM” Magazine

Comic book puts Brunei’s pristine environment in the spotlight 

Author: Wendel Broere

A new comic “Raffie and Simpor: Wild Adventures” sets out to entertain and raise awareness of the rich wildlife and
abundant plant life in Brunei Darussalam. Few people know for example that three new species are discovered in
Borneo each month and this book, sponsored by BSP and PNHS, highlights some of them and will be donated to all
schools in Brunei.

“Consideration for the natural habitat is an integral part of our business, and BSP is proud to play a leading role in
many efforts to preserve it, be it the rainforests, peat forests, or the coastal environment. I hope the comic will help
encourage and inspire the younger generation to have an even keener interest in the rich plant and animal life around
them,” BSP Managing Director Ceri Powell said at the comic’s launch in Seria.

The comic is the brainchild of Steph Straatman from the Netherlands, its comic art drawn by Indonesian artist Redy
Prio. One of the most productive scriptwriters in Dutch comics history with many a Disney comic to his name -- Ruud
Straatman (Steph’s father) -- penned the scenario.

“PNHS proudly supports the comic from Steph and Ruud. This builds upon the recent PNHS efforts to reach out to
schools and children to educate them on the amazing wildlife and environment in Brunei. It is exciting to see the
success of the comic already and we look forward to more editions that teach about the different animals in Borneo”
Lisa Thieme, PNHS Chairman, said at the comic’s launch.

The 90-page A4-size comic follows two Bruneian children, Raffie and Simpor, upon their return home after more than
four years abroad as their parents are stationed overseas. The fiction story follows their lives as they learn about living
in a rural area of Belait with their grandparents, the tropical rainforest and traditional lifestyles.

Bilingual comic

The story is told both in English and Malay and includes a part with more than 40 unique nature photos by
photographer Alessandro Loi, describing the flora and fauna the children encounter, as well as several games and
activities.

Brunei Shell Petroleum Company Sdn Bhd sponsored 1,100 comic books, with some 600 copies earmarked for
donation to schools across the country. Brunei Press CPS contributed an extra 100 books as part of their corporate
social responsibility (CSR) initiatives and the Panaga Natural History Society (PNHS) and Ministry of Education support
the launch to help raise awareness about Brunei’s unique environment.

Distribution of the books already started at the launch in Seria, attended by representatives from various schools
across the country, including remote rural schools.

To give yourself and your children an educated chuckle, feel free to order your copy from Steph Straatman at
stephstraatman@gmail.com or by visiting the comic’s Instagram page: @raffie_and_simpor or FaceBook: “Raffie
Simpor”.



PNHS in BSP “SALAM” magazine

Comic book puts Brunei’s pristine environment in the spotlight 

continued

Scriptwriter Rudy Straatman
signs the comic at the launch 
held in Seria in April.

Scriptwriter Rudy Straatman
signs close to 100 copies of the 
comic at the launch event

BSP Managing Director ; Dr Ceri
Powell at the launch of “Raffie
and Simpor: Wild Adventures”.

Scriptwriter Rudy Straatman and 
Steph Straatman whose brainchild 
it was to create and publish 
“Raffie and Simpor: Wild 
Adventures”. 

Bruneian Tourism Development 
Manager Jungle Dave is also a 
character in “Raffie and 
Simpor: Wild Adventures” 
– here he poses next to his 
cartoon character

PNHS
featured in 

BSP 
“Salam” 

Magazine



Primates

Brunei is home to a rich array of primates, including 4 species of leaf monkey, 2 species of macaque, the
proboscis monkey, Muller’s Bornean gibbon, the slow loris and the strange-looking Western tarsier. With the
exception of the slow loris and the tarsier all the primate species occurring in Brunei are diurnal and typically
move around in family groups. In the Panaga residential area, 2 different monkey species are easily seen (long-
tailed macaque and silvery langur) and lone proboscis monkeys have been recorded very sporadically. The
orangutan, a symbolic Borneo species, does not occur in Brunei. Unfortunately most of the primates are
endangered due to habitat loss and illegal poaching and it is becoming harder to see them in the wild. Large
parts of Brunei are still covered in primary jungle and there are still a number of good places where animal life
can be encountered. At the same time it is very clear and sad to see traces of continuous hunting pressure. In
markets like Jerudong, wildlife is openly for sale and also on Facebook endangered species are put on offer. I
sincerely hope that the Bruneian authorities will start exercising more control to protect the native wildlife and
the rich Bruneian heritage, before it is too late.

PNHS Archive

Mammals of Brunei

Author : Folkert Hindriks

Long-tailed macaque
Long-tailed macaques are by far the most
common of the primates that can be seen in
Brunei. Several big groups roam the Panaga
grounds and the dominant males can become
quite aggressive. These are opportunistic
monkeys, often found relatively close to
human settlements. Outside human inhabited
areas, as their alternative name of crab-eating
macaque suggests, these macaque are
associated with riverine and mangrove forest.
Groups can be seen on KB road and in trees
next to the river during most boat trips. IUCN
listing: Least Concern. Long-tailed macaque, Panaga (Brunei)

Pig-tailed macaque, 
Danum valley (Sabah, Malaysia)

Southern Pig-tailed macaque
This is the big brother of the previous species. These
monkeys, especially the dominant males, remind me a little
of baboons and are the only mammal species that I am
slightly uncomfortable with when encountered in the wild.
This is a forest species and in Brunei I have only seen them on
2 occasions, both times next to Labi road.

Pig-tailed macaques are a threatened species, and
unfortunately they are still being hunted. It saddens me to
have seen young animals for sale on the Jerudong market.
IUCN listing: Vulnerable.



Primates

PNHS Archive

Mammals of Brunei

continued

Silvered leaf monkey or Silvery langur
Two groups of silvery langurs call Panaga their home. They are a lot shyer than the long-tailed macaques, the other
monkey found in Panaga. This species is mostly arboreal, but sometimes they can be seen making rapid dashes across
gardens and roads. I suspect that the Panaga monkeys are really refugees from the forest remnants that in 2010 had to
make place for the 2000 houses project. The monkeys seem to thrive in Panaga and often are seen with the strikingly
orange-colored baby’s. Silvery langurs are typically found in riverine forests and other good places to see them are along
KB road and in the forest J14, behind Schlumberger. IUCN listing: Near Threatened.

Red leaf monkey or Maroon langur
Red leaf monkeys are a species of primate of the lowland dipterocarp forests in Brunei. With their maroon color, grey
faces and long tails they are difficult to mistake for any other monkey. I have seen them move around in groups of up to
15 individuals. They are fairly regularly encountered in Andulau forest and on Labi ridge, and most Labi road sidetracks
and paths that veer into the forest seem good places to find them. Typically they are skittish and on most occasions they
are heard well before they are seen. IUCN listing: Least Concern

Maroon langur, Labi (Brunei)

Silvery langur, Panaga (Brunei)



Primates

PNHS Archive

Mammals of Brunei

continued

Hose’s langur
Encountering a group of this very rare and secretive species
is one of my best sightings in the five years that we spent in
Borneo. In 2012 we walked the headhunters trail from
Mulu to Limbang with some friends. While everyone else
ascended the pinnacles summit at camp 5, I decided to stay
behind to spend the morning bird watching. Of course I
deserved to miss out on a high elevation trogon species and
a small yellow pit viper, but seeing a group of around 6
Hose’s langurs did fully make up for this. Even better was
that one of the youngsters strayed behind long enough to
capture him on camera. While I got a great shot, I was at
the time shooting in JPEG (the blasphemy!), and can only
reminisce how awesome this pic could have been if shot in
RAW. The Hose’s langur is a rare species and good
reference material is hard to come by. Even harder is to
find any photographic records. There are three distinct
subspecies that I believe qualify to become separate
species in due time. The subspecies that I got on camera
and that occurs also in Brunei is Presbytis Hosei Everetti.
Two likely observations were made during the Wetlands
International field surveys of the lower Belait peat swamp
in 2013. IUCN listing: Vulnerable.

Hoses langur, Mulu camp 5, Sarawak Malaysia)

Muller’s Bornean gibbon
The far-reaching hooting calls of the Bornean gibbon are one of the characteristic sounds of the Bornean forests.
Almost always heard early in the morning from Labi ridge (and other sites along Labi road) and in Temburong, when
family groups mark their territory. Getting good visuals is far more difficult and in Brunei I have only seen them
clearly from the canopy walkway in Temburong. Sadly, like most other primates in Borneo, also this Bornean endemic
species this species is also threatened. IUCN listing: Endangered.



Primates

PNHS Archive

Mammals of Brunei

continued

Proboscis monkey
Maybe not as iconic as the Orangutan, but this endemic species is one of Borneo’s trademarks. In Malay the proboscis
monkeys are also referred to as Orang Belanda, for their apparent likeness to my Dutch ancestors (presumably it has
to do with the big noses and bellies). These primates are closely associated with mangroves and riverine forest.
Unfortunately this is also an endangered species as it has experienced rapid decline in numbers, primarily because of
habitat loss. The best place to see proboscis monkeys in Brunei is in Bandar, along the Brunei river. All the boatmen
that ferry people across to the water village will know where to find them. Other good places to see these monkeys
are in Bako national park (Sarawak) and along the Kinabatangan tributaries in Sabah. IUCN listing: Endangered.

Sunda slow loris
Few animals come as cute as this small primate. I’ve
seen the slow loris a couple of times during night
drives, mostly high up trees, well outside the reach of
my camera. This animal is not only special because of
its appearance it is also the only venomous primate.
The elbow patch of the slow loris secretes toxic oil.
When the animal is threatened it wipes the claw of its
front finger over the patch and uses that to defend
itself.

One time, along KB road, I got really lucky when one
animal was seen at eye-level next to the road and I got
some great pictures.

This species is threatened by habitat loss and because
of their cuddly appearance they are poached for the
pet-trade (often teeth and claws are pulled of the
captured animals). In Brunei I have seen a very
distressed looking animal for sale in the Jerudong
market. IUCN listing: Vulnerable.

Western Tarsier
I have been lucky to see this strange-looking animal twice in Sabah. This
species definitely occurs in Brunei, but I only know of one sighting during
my time in Brunei. Axel Geisslinger and his fellow hashers saw one animal
during a hash run in Andulau forest. These animals cannot be mistaken for
something else. With their large eyes they look like they have just walked
out the latest gremlin movie. These trademark eyes are extremely sensitive
and one should always avoid using flash when taking a picture. The animal
pictured was photographed in Danum valley. IUCN listing: Vulnerable.

Proboscis monkey, along Brunei River, near Bandar, Brunei

Western tarsier, Danum valley, Sabah, Malaysia

Sunda slow loris, Lower Belait, Brunei
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If you are interested to help, please contact :   PNHS or Lisa Thieme.

Panaga Natural History Society is becoming more involved with the students and re-establishing the green corridors
in Brunei. There are many aspects to helping re-establish the indigenous plants. For the 70th anniversary of the
Panaga School, PNHS donated trees to the school. This included the Barringtonia tree that had been collected by Jon
Davies and is known to be endangered. More trees are being planted around the camp to improve the habitat of the
wildlife and the humans! The only non-indigenous tree being planted is the raintree which is known for its excellent
canopy and it is less likely to drop branches. These trees are specifically being planted in the schools, along the
roads and in the parking lots. The increase in forest will help the silvered leaf monkeys stay in the trees and not
have to travel along the ground where dogs and macaques can attack them. The next initiative is to build a couple of
rope “highways” above the roads to reduce the roadkill that is reducing the silvered leaf monkey numbers.

PNHS also supports the The Last Straw “Adopt-a-Beach” initiative. The Panaga School student classes take turns in
cleaning up their area of the beach. Recently Lisa Thieme from the PNHS gave a talk to the Panaga School about
collecting seeds and containers while picking up trash on the beach. There are many seeds that are transported
down the river and onto the beach. Collection and germination of those seeds are yet another way to help re-
establish the forest in and around the Panaga Camp. This presentation has been shared with the local schools as
well. The next follow-up will be a presentation on germination of the seeds to coincide with the nurseries being
developed at Panaga and local schools. PNHS is donating the material to make two long nursery beds at the Panaga
School and working with Jon Davies to help educate what plants to grow and how. It has been exciting to see the
energy from the students, teachers and others to help the local environment

PNHS
Adopt a Beach Initiative
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HOW  & WHAT can YOU  do to help?
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May-June 2019 | Sightings Record

5:30 am

7:30 – 9 pm

Sand dollar Panaga beach Nikki  Whyte

Otters Panaga beach Graham Wotton

Grass Frog Panaga Nikki Whyte

Green crested lizard Panaga Gina Bobrow

Starfish Panaga beach Aran Testa

Information/Identification gathered from PNHS fb.
Any correction on id are most  welcome ☺

pnhs.sightings@gmail.com

mailto:pnhs.sightings@gmail.com
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SEASHORE LIFE BOOKS

Newly revised 10th anniversary edition of the original series from 2008. 
Read these books and be inspired to visit the beach and do some beachcombing, and find out why Brunei is 
one of the best places in the world for the array of exotic nuts, seeds and shells washed up onshore. Share 
your visit with the wildlife, the ever present patrols of crabs, migrating birds, and examine the fishermen’s 
catches.

Marvel at the variety of plant life that has adapted to the seashore environment, with their color and texture 
and understand the climate: the seasons with their winds, tides and their effects on the beach.

Lastly, find out the effect of man, the dominant species, and the only one that can protect, nurture and 
conserve this wonderful heritage, or destroy it all.

Prices
Soft cover set of 8 books $25
Hard cover set of 8 books $45

Cash or chit payments accepted
The books were written by members of the Panaga Natural History Society (PNHS)  and sponsored by BSP
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COMIC BOOK

Produced collaboratively with BSP and PNHS, with support from the Ministry of Education. 
An effort to help raise awareness in educating children about Brunei’s rich, diverse natural heritage.

The 90-page A4-size bilingual comic book tells the tale of two fictitious Brunei born children Raffie and 
Simpor, who had returned to Brunei after more than four years away due to their parents being stationed to 
work overseas. The comic depicts their lives learning about living in the rural area of Kuala Belait with their 
grandparents and the various flora and fauna found in the area.

So grab your copy today!

Prices
$20
To purchase, contact:
Steph Straatman at stephaniestraatman@panagaschool.net
“Raffie Simpor” fb page

Drawn by Indonesian comic artist and story written by a very well known Dutch comic scriptwriter, who has 
written many stories for the Dutch Donald Duck, Tina and Bobo.

mailto:stephaniestraatman@panagaschool.net

