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Our testing process looked a little different last year as the 
pandemic forced our homes to become our beauty closets—
picture products spilling onto every visible surface like a Sephora 
display (but not nearly as neat!). Ready to see which ones made 
the cut? Flip the page to discover the 280 winning products  
and treatments—our most ever—that earned our stamp of 
approval and have the power to transform head to toe. 

Edited by Brittany Burhop Fallon
Photography by Ben Yomtov and Ryan Monaghan  
for White Honey with styling by Wayne Warner

   11thAnnual
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Awards
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We get asked this question by hundreds of brands every year, and the 
answer remains the same: The products that boast our NewBeauty Seal 
must deliver on their claims—we love a good clinical study—solve our 
biggest beauty problems, and make us look and feel like the best versions 
of ourselves. (That confidence boost we get when a good brow pencil 
makes our sparse arches look fuller than Brooke Shields’.) And after the 
year we’ve had, we deserve it.

Our testing process is no joke: For three months, we coat every inch of our bodies 
with serums, creams and lotions—probably more than a dermatologist would 
advise. We study before-and-after images, product labels and hard science; we talk 
for hours about textures, scents and ingredients. What may be “the best shampoo 
I’ve ever tried” for one editor may end up in someone else’s “never using again” 
pile. (Yes, that actually happened.) We’ve put the work in so you don’t have to. 

Our winners are also a mix of old and new—the holy grails and the latest launches. 
And on that note, our signature Cult-Classic badge is back this year, so when you 
see the little pink tag, you’ll know that product has been a tried-and-true favorite  
on the market for more than five years.

To make it easy for you to curate your wish list, we’ve divided all of the winners into 
10 main categories: Skin, Hair, Makeup, In-Office Treatments, Post-Procedure, Smile, 
Scent, Body, Wellness, and Innovations (the most exciting breakthroughs on our 
radar right now). So get cozy, put your feet up and dive in!

Pro Panel
With the help of this superstar group  
of 30 board-certified plastic surgeons  
and dermatologists, we selected our 
in-office winners, which represent the 
best of the best in aesthetic treatments, 
from fat-freezing to line-smoothing  
and everything in between.

Our weekly meetings may have 
moved from the conference room  
to Zoom, but that didn’t stop the 
swatching, spritzing and sharing.  
This was the day we determined two  
of the winners in our lip category: 
mask-proof TLB Beauty Liquid Matte 
Lipstick—it really doesn’t budge— 
and Tower 28 ShineOn Lip Jelly.

10k+ 280
submissions winners 3months  

of testing

What does it take 
to be crowned  
a winner?

Delray Beach, FL dermatologist Dr. Janet Allenby

New York plastic surgeon Mokhtar Asaadi, MD

Fresno, CA dermatologist Kathleen Behr, MD

New York dermatologist Dhaval Bhanusali, MD

New York dermatologist Doris Day, MD

Montclair, NJ dermatologist Jeanine Downie, MD

Vero Beach, FL plastic surgeon Alan Durkin, MD

New York dermatologist Dendy Engelman, MD

Chicago dermatologist Dr. Quenby Erickson

Hamden, CT dermatologist Mona Gohara, MD

San Diego plastic surgeon Joseph Grzeskiewicz, MD

New York dermatologist Michelle Henry, MD

Richmond, VA plastic surgeon Ruth Hillelson, MD

Dallas dermatologist Elizabeth Bahar Houshmand, MD

Oklahoma City dermatologist Kimberly Jerdan, MD

Eugene, OR plastic surgeon Mark Jewell, MD

San Francisco facial plastic surgeon David W. Kim, MD

New York dermatologist Melissa Levin, MD

Concord, CA plastic surgeon Eric Mariotti, MD

New York dermatologist Orit Markowitz, MD

Louisville, KY plastic surgeon Chet Mays, MD

Englewood, NJ plastic surgeon Shwetambara Parakh, MD

New York dermatologist Marina Peredo, MD

Studio City, CA dermatologist Gene Rubinstein, MD

Salt Lake City plastic surgeon Renato Saltz, MD

Woodbury, NY facial plastic surgeon David Schlessinger, MD

La Jolla, CA plastic surgeon Robert Singer, MD

Spokane, WA dermatologist Wm. Philip Werschler, MD

Troy, MI plastic surgeon Anthony Youn, MD

Baton Rouge, LA dermatologist Ann Zedlitz, MD
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T H E  B E S T C L E A N S E R S

So much more than your 
average cleansing cloths, 
plant-based Billie Wonder 
Wipes are biodegradable  
and soaked in hyaluronic  
acid and vitamin C to treat  
your skin on even the laziest 
days. $9, mybillie.com

BEST 

MAKEUP-REMOVING 
WIPES

Skin

Though some foams get  
a bad rep for stripping skin, 
glowoasis CloudCleanse 
Cloud-Whipped Foaming 
Cleanser beats the stigma 
with its pH-balancing, 
vitamin-rich formula and 
deep-cleaning microbubbles 
that leave pores gunk-free. 
$26, glowoasis.com

BEST 

FOAM CLEANSER

This gentle holy grail now comes in an oil-free version:  
philosophy purity made simple one-step oil-free facial cleanser  

uses bamboo extract to deliver a clean, matte finish  
without any pore-clogging ingredients. $25, philosophy.com

BEST 

OIL-FREE CLEANSER

Ideal for double-cleansing experts and novices alike,  
citrus-scented The Beauty Spy Seoul Cleansing Balm  
turns makeup removal into an indulgent massage, melting  
away a full face of makeup. $19, thebeautyspy.com

BEST 

CLEANSING BALM

This year marks the fifth time we’ve 
crowned Epionce Lytic Gel Cleanser 
because no other gel we’ve tried seems 
to banish oil and grime the way this 
willow bark—based one does. If your 
skin veers on the too-shiny side, add  
this to cart ASAP. $38, epionce.com

BEST

GEL CLEANSER

Guinot Clean Logic Cleansing Cream feels like a cozy 
down comforter on dry skin as it swaps dirt and makeup  
for serious moisturizers like shea oil, hyaluronic acid and 
seaweed that help strengthen the skin’s lipid barrier.  
$54, guinotusa.com

BEST

CREAM CLEANSER
A gentle micellar water that  

cleanses, brightens and costs less 
than $10 sounds too good to  

be true, but Garnier Brightening 
Micellar Cleansing Water +  

Vitamin C made us believers.  
Plus, it’s also a great makeup  

brush cleaner. $9, garnierusa.com

BEST

MICELLAR WATER

Inspired by the pure mountain air  
of the French Alps where the  

brand cultivates its herbarium, Clarins 
Velvet Cleansing Milk sweeps away  

the day while preserving skin’s  
healthy bacteria with nutrient-rich 

herbs. $30, clarinsusa.com

B EST 

CLEANSING MILK

Skin around the eyes is 
delicate, so removing 

mascara and liner 
shouldn’t be a tug-of-war 

situation. Mary Kay 
Oil-Free Eye Makeup 

Remover takes 
everything off—even 
waterproof—without 

irritating eyes or leaving 
behind a greasy mess. 

$17, marykay.com

BE ST  

EYE MAKEUP 
REMOVER

Year after year, hydrophilic  
BABOR HY-ÖL hits the  

high note for delivering 
deep-cleaning, pore- 

clearing power—no matter 
your skin type—using  

natural plant oils.  
$36, skinstore.com

BEST 

CLEANSING OIL

CULT-CLASSIC

CULT-CLASSIC

CULT-CLASSIC



Physical exfoliants can be 
intimidating, but after one buff 

of Goldfaden MD Doctor’s 
Scrub—it was developed by a 

dermatologist to be gentle, yet  
a total workhorse—all anxieties 
will subside and it will be tough  

to stop touching your face.  
$75, goldfadenmd.com

BE ST

FACE SCRUB Chock-full of buzzy 
brightener niacinamide— 
licorice root plays a 
supporting role—First  
Aid Beauty Niacinamide 
Dark Spot Serum sinks 
quickly into skin, helping  
to erase dark spots from 
the sun, aging, acne,  
and anything else. $42, 
firstaidbeauty.com

BEST 

DARK SPOT 
TREATMENT

Swipe on the refreshing, salicylic and alphahydroxy  
acid–infused OleHenriksen Balancing Force Oil  
Control Toner to reduce unwanted shine and refine  
the appearance of large pores. $29, olehenriksen.com

BEST 

MATTIFYING TONER

One dropper full of No7 
Laboratories Resurfacing 

Peel 15% Glycolic Acid whips 
rough, dull skin into shape 
with a mix of glycolic acid 

and gluconolactone. Apply a 
thin layer, enjoy the gentle 

tingle, rinse after five minutes, 
and then admire your tighter 

pores. $40, ulta.com

B EST 

LIQUID  
RESURFACING PEEL

Finally, an exfoliating toner that 
works for everyone, and we mean 

everyone: even those who have 
sensitive skin or are pregnant. 

Josh Rosebrook Daily Acid Toner 
resurfaces, softens and brightens 

with ease thanks to a balanced 
blend of acids and hydrators.  

We’d bathe in this stuff if we 
could. $29, joshrosebrook.com

BEST 

EXFOLIATING TONER

Brimming with 10-percent lactic  
acid, 11 skin-strengthening peptides  
and hydrating botanicals, Drunk 
Elephant Protini Powerpeptide  
Resurf Serum is like a HIIT workout  
for your skin: Two weeks in,  
everything looks a little bit firmer  
and smoother. $82, sephora.com

BEST 

RESURFACING SERUM

You’d be hard-pressed to find 
someone with good skin who 
doesn’t swear by the glowing-
complexion consistency of  
Dr. Dennis Gross Alpha Beta  
Extra Strength Daily Peel, a  
must-add piece to any solid 
routine. $88, sephora.com

BEST 

DAILY PEEL PADS

Alpyn Beauty Wild Huckleberry 
8-Acid Polishing Peel combines 
the powers of a mask, a peel and a 
scrub into one five-minute fix, and 
two star ingredients—wildcrafted 
salicylic acid and huckleberries—
are sourced from founder Kendra 
Kolb Butler’s backyard in Jackson 
Hole. $56, sephora.com

BEST 

FACIAL IN A JAR

Want to play facialist at home? Glo Skin 
Beauty GlyPro AHA Resurfacing Peel Kit 
comes with everything you need—down  
to the cotton swabs and headband—to  
use it effectively and safely, and the 
professional-level glycolic acid ignites a 
dramatic glow. $85, gloskinbeauty.com

BEST 

AT-HOME PEEL KIT

Dermatologists routinely 
rank skinbetter science 

AlphaRet Overnight Cream 
at the top of their “favorite 

retinols” list because the 
results compare to tretinoin, 

but the addition of lactic 
acid and ceramides helps 

counteract irritation.  
$125, skinbetter.com

BE ST

RETINOL 
NIGHT CREAM

T H E  B E S T E X F O L I A T O R S

CULT-CLASSIC

CULT-CLASSIC
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It’s strong, it’s serious and it’s even 
suitable for sensitive skin types: 
Exuviance Pure Retinol Correcting 
Peel is a solid “take the doctor 
home” option for delivering the 
gold standard in active ingredients.  
$72, ulta.com

BEST 

WEEKLY PEEL PADS



Two things we  
love most about  

Fenty Skin Hydra Vizor 
Invisible Moisturizer  

Broad Spectrum SPF 30: 
the convenience of two 

skin-care steps in one,  
and the instant glow the 
pink-tinted cream gives  

all skin tones. $35, 
fentyskin.com

BE ST

MOISTURIZER  
WITH SPF

If we could give our skin  
a hug, it would feel like 
StriVectin Wrinkle Recode 
Moisture Rich Barrier 
Cream. The rich, butter- 
like texture and expertly 
calibrated ratio of fatty 
acids, ceramides and 
cholesterol melt into skin  
to eradicate dryness.  
$119, strivectin.com

BEST

MOISTURIZER FOR 
ULTRA-DRY SKIN

It doesn’t totally make 
sense that the solid formula 
of Éminence Organic  
Skin Care Camellia Glow 
Solid Face Oil could be so 
lightweight and hydrating, 
but this little jar of goodness 
creates lit-from-within 
radiance on contact.  
$76, dermstore.com

BEST

FACE OIL

Sun burn, wind burn, 
redness, dryness: Whatever 
the reason for angry skin, 
Furtuna Skin Rinascita 
Delle Olive Replenishing 
Balm cocoons skin with 
medicinal plant extracts  
that help it effectively  
enter repair mode.  
$185, furtunaskin.com

BEST

FACE BALM

Living up to its name,  
U Beauty The SUPER Smart 
Hydrator contains five 
unique types and sizes of 
hyaluronic acid to reach 
various depths in the  
skin where it can deliver 
superior moisture and 
plumping power. $168, 
theubeauty.com

BEST

MOISTURIZER

We’re picky about face mists: The droplets can’t be too 
big or too small, and the formula must actually refresh 
and hydrate skin. Antioxidant-infused Peach & Lily Glass 
Skin Veil Mist meets our high standards and then some. 
$29, ulta.com

BEST

FACE MIST

Finding a revitalizing face  
oil that smells great and 
absorbs quickly is no easy 
feat, but that’s exactly  
what CBD-charged The 
Feelist Most Wanted 
Radiant Face Oil set out  
to do with its self-touted 
“facial oil for people who 
don’t like facial oils.”  
$98, thefeelist.com

BEST

CBD FACE OIL

The ultimate formula for 
dewy—not greasy—skin? 

Three types of hyaluronic 
acid, moisturizing 

ceramides, amino acids,  
and a gentle pineapple 

enzyme—all found in  
the bouncy, lightweight 

gel-cream that is Summer 
Fridays Cloud Dew.  

$42, sephora.com

BEST

OIL-FREE 
MOISTURIZER

We unanimously agreed Augustinus Bader  
The Cream checks all of the day cream boxes:  
It refreshes, hydrates, soothes, and protects  
skin from morning to night with an alphabet  
of potent vitamins. $265, augustinusbader.com

BEST

DAY CREAM

A sheer layer of Burt’s Bees 
Truly Glowing Gel Cream 
cushions skin as it instantly 
soothes and hydrates  
with jojoba, safflower and 
sunflower seed oils. A  
dewy glow is guaranteed. 
$18, burtsbees.com

BEST

GEL-CREAM 
MOISTURIZER

Harvard scientists helped discover the patented  
skin-care trifecta of resveratrol, hyaluronic acid and 
mahogany bark extract, a vegan collagen alternative,  
that give Caudalie Resveratrol-Lift Firming Night  
Cream its facial-firming power. $69, sephora.com

BEST

NIGHT CREAM

The lone ingredient—pure, 
plant-derived squalane— 
in BeautyStat Universal 
Moisture Essence gives  
it a dense, oily consistency 
in your hand, yet on skin, it 
applies like a light essence. 
Gently press it in after 
cleansing to hydrate and 
enhance the absorption  
of everything you put on 
next. $40, beautystat.com

BEST

ESSENCE

T H E  B E S T H Y D R A T O R S



T H E  B E S T T R E A T M E N T S T H E  B E S T S E R U M S

In the skin-care 
yearbook, SkinMedica 
TNS Advanced+  
Serum is Most Likely  
to Succeed. Its 
dual-chamber delivery 
system contains a 
revolutionary growth 
factor blend, peptides 
and nourishing 
botanicals that support 
skin rejuvenation.  
$295, skinmedica.com

BEST 

GROWTH  
FACTOR SERUM

Skin-perfecting probiotics and 
peptides pair up in Aurelia 
Probiotic Skincare Revitalise  
& Glow Serum, an ultra-luxe 
oil-serum that tackles dullness, 
dehydration and discoloration.  
$96, aureliaskincare.com

BEST 

PROBIOTIC SERUM

We don’t all inherit 
smooth skin from  

our parents, but 
Sunday Riley Good 

Genes Glycolic Acid 
Treatment gives it  

to us in a bottle.  
Tiny molecules of 

purified glycolic acid 
act like little chimney 

sweepers inside  
each pore for clear, 

radiant skin. $85, 
sundayriley.com

BEST 

GLYCOLIC  
ACID SERUM

Like a neck workout and  
a magical wand in one, 
Dermalogica Neck Fit 
Contour Serum delivers  
a nongreasy peptide 
serum—and a nice 
massage—to the neck,  
jaw and décolleté via  
a rollerball applicator.  
$82, dermalogica.com

BEST 

NECK SERUM

Three forms of vitamin 
C—plus zinc to help 
them absorb—put  
Dr. Barbara Sturm  
The Good C Vitamin C 
Serum in the antioxidant 
major leagues, but it’s 
the layerability, silky 
finish and zero irritation 
that tipped it into 
winner status. $145, 
drsturm.com

BEST

VITAMIN C SERUM

One of our favorite 
drugstore launches of 
the year, Olay Regenerist 
Retinol MAX Night 
Serum Fragrance-Free 
combines a hefty dose 
of retinol with the brand’s 
signature niacinamide to 
fight pesky wrinkles and 
age spots sans sensitivity. 
$33, olay.com

BEST 

RETINOL SERUM

Current skin-care darling bakuchiol 
earns its marks for mimicking the 
effects of retinol, but without the 
irritation. Biossance Squalane + 
Phyto-Retinol Serum mixes the 
plant-based active with squalane 
for an even easier line-smoothing 
experience. $72, biossance.com

BEST 

BAKUCHIOL SERUM

Broad-spectrum, Oregon-grown 
hemp CBD is the secret sauce in 
Prima Enlightenment Serum, which 
pumps life back into lackluster  
skin with the help of brightening 
niacinamide and a cocktail of 
nutrients. $18, sephora.com

BEST 

CBD SERUM

Our most awarded product ever, Jan Marini Skin 
Research Skin Care Management System takes 
the guesswork out of creating an efficacious 
skin-care routine, and the visible—and dramatic—
results speak for themselves. $310, janmarini.com

B EST

SKIN-CARE SYSTEM

CULT-CLASSIC

The loss of estrogen that 
comes with menopause can 
drain moisture and firmness 
from skin. Korres White Pine 
Meno-Reverse Restorative 
Overnight Facial utilizes the 
brand’s proprietary white 
pine extract to bring back 
hydration and plumpness  
as you sleep. $68, ulta.com

B EST 

TREATMENT FOR 
MENOPAUSAL SKIN

Think of Grown Alchemist 
Anti-Pollution Primer as  
your daily armor against 

inflammation-causing 
contaminants. Plus, it’s 

silicone-free, but still 
manages to blur pores  

so makeup can apply 
seamlessly. $39,  

credobeauty.com

B EST 

POLLUTION FIGHTER

To prevent signs of aging from too 
much screen time—let’s face it, we’re 
all guilty—goodhabit Rescue Me 
Glow Potion Oil Serum blankets 
skin with its blue light–guarding 
BLU5 technology, hyaluronic acid, 
blue spirulina and blue tansy  
flower. $80, goodhabitskin.com

BEST 

BLUE LIGHT DEFENDER

There is some evidence that 
excessive exposure to blue light  
in the form of computer screens, 
phones and tablets can cause 
damage to our skin in a similar  
way that the sun’s rays can  
damage skin. Excess blue light  
may predispose us to age spots, 
wrinkles and the breakdown of 
collagen. One study showed that 
blue light exposure can damage the 
skin’s natural regenerative cycle as 
well. Overall, the science on blue 
light’s effects on our skin is spotty, 
but what we know isn’t very good.” 
—Dr. Anthony Youn

Even the most flattering  
ring lights can’t make deep  
neck bands disappear, but 
SkinCeuticals Tripeptide-R  
Neck Repair can help them  
look smoother over time  
with its triple-threat formula  
of retinol, peptides and 
skin-strengthening glaucine.  
$120, skinceuticals.com

BEST

NECK CREAM

Neck creams are invaluable, 
specifically for preventing neck 
aging. In your 20s, sunscreen 
and moisturizers are sufficient, 
but as the delicate skin on the 
neck ages, adding specially 
formulated neck products with 
peptides, retinol and hyaluronic 
acid is important to help 
strengthen and renew it.” 
—Dr. Gene Rubinstein

Think of peptides as  
the food that keeps 
collagen and elastin full, 
and PCA SKIN ExLinea 
Peptide Smoothing 
Serum as the drink  
that keeps skin plump 
and youthful. With 
continued use, lines 
around the eyes and 
mouth stop shouting  
as loudly in the mirror. 
$115, pcaskin.com

BEST

PEPTIDE SERUM

CULT-CLASSIC

Clinically tested by  
175 dermatologists  
on 1,600 women 
worldwide, Vichy  
Mineral 89 Face  
Serum visibly plumps  
skin and boosts  
barrier function using  
the brand’s French 
volcanic water and  
pure hyaluronic acid. 
$30, vichyusa.com

BEST

HYALURONIC  
ACID SERUM

CULT-CLASSIC

Trending 
 Ingredients
Three actives making  
big names for themselves  
in beauty right now.

@
W

H
IT

EH
O

N
EY

N
YC

/B
EN

 Y
O

M
TO

V/
W

AY
N

E 
W

AR
N

ER
/R

YA
N

 M
O

N
AG

H
AN



T H E  B E S T E Y E  C R E A M S T H E  B E S T S U N  C A R E

Protecting against damaging UV rays, blue light 
and pollution, oil-free Versed Guards Up SPF 35 
boasts 15.2-percent non-nano zinc, a natural 
finish that’s not too matte or glowy, and zero 
white cast. $22, versedskin.com

BEST 

OIL-FREE SUNSCREENColorescience Total Protection 
Sport Stick SPF 50 is a beach 
bag—and daily—essential for active 
types. What we love most: it’s all- 
mineral yet blends in so invisibly,  
it can even be used on the lips. 
$29, colorescience.com

BEST 

SUNSCREEN STICK
A super sophisticated mineral 
formula, EleVen by Venus Williams 
Unrivaled Sun Serum SPF 35 was 
dreamt up by the tennis legend  
to offer a no-white-residue option  
with a whopping 25-percent zinc. 
To put it plainly, it’s a sunscreen 
grand slam. $50, credobeauty.com

BEST 

SUNSCREEN FOR  
DARK SKIN TONES

It’s estimated that 80 percent of skin aging is 
caused by the sun, which is why ISDIN Eryfotona 

Actinica was created. Not only does it protect with 
SPF 50+, but it also uses DNA Repairsomes to 

restore existing sun damage. $55, isdin.com

BEST 

ANTI-AGING SUNSCREEN

Our favorite—and 
easiest—way to 
reapply sunscreen 
throughout the day, 
COOLA Organic 
Refreshing Water 
Mist SPF 18 also 
shields against blue 
light and pollution, 
and smells like a 
tropical vacation.  
$36, coola.com

B EST 

SUNSCREEN  
FACE MIST

A newcomer to the 
sunscreen scene, 
Larkly SPF 30 Mineral 
Powder Sunscreen 
captured our attention 
with its invisible finish, 
sustainable efforts and 
refillable packaging— 
and it’s beyond  
easy to use. $32, 
larklysuncare.com

BEST 

POWDER 
SUNSCREEN

Swipe on hyaluronic acid–infused 
Supergoop! Glowscreen SPF 40 and  
bask in the celestial—but not glittery—
sheen as the light hits your face in all  
the right places. $36, supergoop.com

BEST 

SUNSCREEN FOR 
GLOWY SKIN

Silky, lightweight and packed 
with vitamin C and soothing 
CBD, Saint Jane Bright 
Repair Eye Cream sinks right 
into skin, leaving behind  
a boost of radiance that 
legitimately looks like you 
actually slept eight hours. 
$65, sephora.com

BE ST 

CBD EYE CREAM

The light-reflecting 
microminerals in Murad 
Dark Circle Corrector 
add instant luminosity 
to counteract darkness 
while gold-stabilized 
L-ascorbic acid (aka 
vitamin C) works to 
correct dark circles over 
time. $62, murad.com

BE ST 

EYE CREAM FOR 
DARK CIRCLES

Mario Badescu Caffeine 
Eye Cream gives tired eyes 
a jolt of energy as hydrating 
squalane and sodium 
hyaluronate smooth the 
look of fine lines and prep 
skin for makeup. $18, 
mariobadescu.com

B EST 

EYE CREAM  
FOR PUFFINESS

Hardworking and hydrating Antipodes Kiwi Seed Eye 
Cream contains brand favorites moisturizing avocado 
oil and New Zealand superfruit kiwi, a unique source of 
vitamins C and E. The cream is so popular, in fact, that 
one is sold every minute. $46, amazon.com

BEST 

EYE CREAM FOR FINE LINES

Our La Prairie Skin Caviar 
Eye Lift testers saw tighter, 
brighter skin around their 
eyes in place of tiny lines 
and puffiness. One pump 
releases two types of caviar 
in a luxurious emulsion  
that smooths and defines. 
$505, laprairie.com

B EST 

FIRMING EYE CREAM

CULT-CLASSIC

We’ve all had those days  
where we “accidentally” got 

too much sun. Theraderm  
OPC Reparative Serum  

utilizes potent antioxidants 
called OPCs to reduce  

redness, inflammation and 
possible skin damage  

when used after a sunburn.  
$115, theraderm.net

BEST 

POST-SUN TREATMENT

CULT-CLASSIC

Smiles are beautiful—we’ll take as 
many as we can get these days— 
but the tiny lines they leave around 
our eyes aren’t so much. RoC 
Retinol Correxion Line Smoothing 
Eye Cream is clinically proven to 
visibly reduce crow’s-feet by 50 
percent in 12 weeks. $18, target.com

BEST 

RETINOL EYE CREAM

The skin of the eyelids is very thin, 
and signs of aging there become 
visible sooner than the rest of the 
face. Eye creams are preventive,  
as well as therapeutic for aging 
eyelids, and I recommend looking 
for products with ingredients like 
growth factors and retinol.” 

—Dr. Mokhtar Asaadi

CULT-CLASSIC



T H E  B E S T S E N S I T I V E  S K I N

Easily flustered skin needs a 
pH-balanced cleanser that  
won’t strip the barrier or induce 
breakouts. Acaderma Serenity 
Calming Cleanser clocks in at  
5.5 and calms as it cleanses with 
cold-pressed cannabis sativa seed 
oil (not CBD). $26, acaderma.com

BEST 

CLEANSER FOR 
SENSITIVE SKIN

A top recommendation by 
dermatologists for sensitive  
skin, Vanicream Daily Facial 
Moisturizer is pH-balanced, free  
of common chemical irritants,  
and loaded with ceramides  
and hyaluronic acid for all-day 
hydration. $15, walgreens.com

BEST 

MOISTURIZER FOR 
SENSITIVE SKINThe thought of a sugar 

scrub on sensitive skin 
gives us full-on nails-on-

chalkboard vibes. Paula’s 
Choice The UnScrub  

uses biodegradable jojoba 
beads in a milky gel for  

a deep clean, but not at  
the expense of irritation. 

$29, paulaschoice.com

BEST 

EXFOLIATOR FOR 
SENSITIVE SKIN

Spiked with ceramides 
and vitamins C and E, 

multitasking Dermstore 
Daily Mineral Sunscreen 

SPF 40 hydrates, blurs 
imperfections and shields 

skin from the sun’s harmful 
rays, but won’t disrupt 

easily irritated skin types.  
$35, dermstore.com

BEST 

SUNSCREEN FOR 
SENSITIVE SKIN

Went too far with the retinol?  
Reach for Laneige Cica Sleeping 
Mask. The brand’s proprietary 
fermented forest yeast extract  
acts like a magic wand to heal 
stressed spots overnight—one 
tester said it even calmed her 
rosacea flares. $34, sephora.com

BEST 

MASK FOR 
SENSITIVE SKIN

T H E  B E S T A C N E

A blemish’s worst nightmare, 
Face Reality Skincare Sulfur 
Spot Treatment employs a 
mix of Neutrazen—a calming 
and soothing peptide—and 
6-percent sulfur to speed up 
the skin’s healing process 
and reduce redness and 
irritation overnight. $26, 
facerealityskincare.com

BEST 

SPOT-TREATMENT

Dr. Zenovia Hormonal 
Dermatology 10% Glycolic 

Acne Control Peel Pads  
are doused with a pore-

purging blend of glycolic  
and salicylic acids, plus 

phytoestrogen genistein,  
to face hormonal acne  

head on. $42, sephora.com

BE ST 

PEEL PADS FOR 
ACNE-PRONE SKIN

Relying on 100-percent 
mineral-based zinc and  
a plant-based probiotic, 
Kinship Self Reflect SPF 32 
is the perfect everyday 
sunscreen for achieving  
a radiant look without 
upsetting vulnerable skin. 
$25, lovekinship.com

BEST 

SUNSCREEN FOR 
ACNE-PRONE SKIN

Just what the doctor ordered for keeping 
acneic skin clean, CeraVe Acne Foaming 

Cream Cleanser contains 4-percent benzoyl 
peroxide, hydrating ceramides, and the  

calming power of niacinamide in a  
comfortable, foaming cream. $15, ulta.com

B EST 

CLEANSER FOR ACNE-PRONE SKIN

Pure, medical-grade 
hydrocolloid lines the  
inside of each invisible  
Hero Cosmetics Original 
Mighty Patch—you’ll  
forget it’s there—to  
help shrink and dry  
out whiteheads. $13, 
herocosmetics.us

B EST 

PIMPLE PATCHES

A prescription-strength 
retinoid that you can  
now get over the counter,  
La Roche-Posay Effaclar 
Adapalene Gel 0.1% Acne 
Treatment helps squander 
blackheads, whiteheads 
and everything in between. 
$30, laroche-posay.us

BEST 

ACNE TREATMENT

Feel a breakout coming on? 
The salicylic acid and two 
types of tea tree oil Renée 
Rouleau Rapid Response 
Detox Masque can actually 
stop zits in their tracks  
to make it much more 
manageable. $65.50, 
reneerouleau.com

BEST

MASK FOR  
ACNE-PRONE SKIN

The three key actives— 
exfoliating bakuchiol,  
a firming peptide and 
soothing seaberry oil— 
in Differin Resurfacing 
Scar Gel pool their 
talents to minimize 
frustrating post-acne 
marks. $20, cvs.com

BEST

ACNE-SCAR 
TREATMENT

Packed with propolis— 
an antibacterial substance 
produced by honey bees— 

Hey Honey Propolis &  
Echinacea Herbal Toner  

helps acne-prone skin stay  
clear, calm and comfortable.  

$39, heyhoney.com

BEST 

TONER FOR  
ACNE-PRONE SKIN
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T H E  B E S T M A S K S T H E  B E S T T O O L S

Chantecaille Advanced Bio 
Lifting+ Massage Tool features 
360-degree rotating steel tubes 
to hug every contour of the face 
while a solar panel converts light 
into a low-level microcurrent for 
maximum cooling-meets-firming 
power. $150, chantecaille.com

BEST 

FACIAL-FIRMING TOOL

The easiest way to turn your skin-care 
routine into a self-care ritual? Apply  
your products with the Anisa Beauty 
All-Over Treatment Brush—the silicone 
reservoir in the center holds the perfect 
amount of cream or serum for zero  
mess. $25, anisabeauty.com

BEST 

SKIN-CARE BRUSH

The closest thing we can get  
to professional dermaplaning  
at home, Dermaflash LUXE  
gets rid of peach fuzz gently  
and safely, so not only can skin  
can soak up products better,  
but makeup also applies better,  
too. $199, dermaflash.com

BEST 

DERMAPLANING DEVICE

The soft, silicone treatment head  
on Nu Skin ageLOC LumiSpa feels  
like a facial massage and the patent- 
pending micropulse oscillation 
technology is proven gentler than 
rotating and vibrating brushes.  
$199, nuskin.com

BEST 

CLEANSING DEVICE

SkinLab Trilogy Wand 
combines LED light, heat, 
cryo and ionic lymphatic 

massage into one handheld 
device that not only wins 

high marks in the “bring the 
spa home” category, but 

also the “I can’t believe my  
skin looks this good” one.  

$225, skinlabusa.com

BEST 

LED DEVICE

The OG microcurrent  
device that continues to  
wow us, NuFACE Trinity 

Facial Toning Device delivers 
supercharged microcurrents 

to the facial muscles to 
visibly sculpt, lift and iron  
out the look of fine lines. 

$325, sephora.com

BEST 

MICROCURRENT 
DEVICE

For all of the benefits and none of the fuss of traditional 
face masks, the two-piece LOOPS Weekly Reset Mask 

delivers moisturizing honey extract and a sebum-
slowing complex, perfectly fits any face and stays put 

while you wear it. $30 for five, loopsbeauty.com

BEST 

SHEET MASK

Not your average gua sha 
stone, the stainless-steel 
Pause Well-Aging Fascia 

Stimulating Tool boasts 
the distinction of a  

Class 1 medical device. 
Glide it all over the face 

to trigger lymphatic 
drainage and wipe  
out puffiness. $115, 

pausewellaging.com

BEST 

GUA SHA TOOL

They sort of fall in the  
“who knew I needed this” 

category (sorry dear 
Sonage), but the Frioz Ice 
Globes provide significant 

depuffing action with a side 
of much-needed self-care—

and they’re much more  
fun than cold spoons.  

$60, sonage.com

BEST 

CRYO TOOL

After a long day of blue light 
assaults from our phones  
and computers, L’Occitane 
Immortelle Precious Overnight 
Mask employs the repairing 
extracts from its prized 
Immortelle flower to help 
reverse them as we sleep.  
$75, usa.loccitane.com

Indie Lee does it again with 
I-Waken Resurfacing Mask, 
a no-nonsense, dull-skin fix 
in a kaolin and bentonite  
clay base that refreshes, 
exfoliates and hydrates with 
a punch of vitamins and 
acids. $48, ulta.com

BE ST 

OVERNIGHT MASK

B EST 

RESURFACING MASK

Youth to the People Superclay Purify  
& Clear Power Mask acts like a vacuum 
cleaner in congested pores, evicting 
excess oil and blemish-causing bacteria  
in just 10 minutes to reveal baby-soft  
skin. $32, sephora.com

The pillowy texture, the plumping bio-peptides  
and the bouncy effect it gives skin make LANCER 
Nourish Rehydration Mask a skin-care dream. Wear 
it for 15 minutes for a quick refresh or overnight if 
skin is super parched. $100, sephora.com

An instant fix for puffiness, 
darkness and everything 
eye-related in between,  
Pixi Beauty BeautifEYE 
works in an almost-discreet 
manner (aka, these are 
video-on, Zoom-approved 
for early morning meetings). 
$24, target.com

BEST 

PORE-MINIMIZING MASK

B EST 

HYDRATING MASK

BE ST 

UNDER-EYE MASKS

CULT-CLASSIC
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