
 



Letter from the Editor
M A U R A  P A J O N K  &  V E L V E T  S T E E L E

Dear Reader,

Presenting the sixth issue of Hosiery en
Vogue, our hosiery lifestyle & fashion monthly
e-zine from Girdleliscious Gam Wrappers.

Still very proud to announce that you can shop
Girdleliscious Gam Wrappers in Vancouver, in
person at New World Designs 434 West
Hastings St. and at Catz Hair-Lair at 1280
Commercial Drive.

Buy in store and take home that day, or buy
online at GirdlelisciousGamWrappers.com
and select free in-store pick-up at either
location!

It's our wedding issue, and although Covid
continues to rear that ugly head, glorious
matrimony is alive and celebrated. 

Maura throws a little of a lot of fun your way
with the Hen Party, Bachelorette, and a few
hosiery games you'll be sure to love.

The garter, the traditional must have
accessory for your hosiery is celebrated in
more collaged pages of photos. Proving we
love it! 

Velvet opens the history books on wedding
fever, post war, with riotous abandon.

Our summertime trunk giveaway is well
underway with Jen of New World Designs,
and Velvet. 

Live from the New World Instagram feed each
week as they announce the winners. Then
those Divas dive into Hosiery 101 on our
Instagram feed at Girdleliscious Gam
Wrappers, tune to be a winner, and listen,
learn and laugh with us. You won't want to
miss out.

Velvet does it again with some more brief
history tidbits about the garter, and what it
means. Believe it not!

This month's "Ask Velvet" gets you to be bold
and in control, answering a question on the
etiquette of white. Are you brave enough to
get out of the box? 

We support EVA BC with 5% of retail sales. 
 EVA BC provides a wide range of resources
related to sexual & domestic violence, child
abuse, and criminal harassment to people
living in British Columbia.

www.endingviolence.org  

We hope you enjoy reading this month's issue
of Hosiery en Vogue as much as we enjoyed
bringing it to you!

 

In Fashion & Fun,
Maura & Velvet 

 



The Hen Party
Hosiery-Themed Game Ideas
for the Bride's Last Night Out!

BY: MAURA PAJONK

The Hen Party, aka bachelorette party, is an
important rite of passage for brides-to-be as they
bid farewell to the single life and embrace wedded
bliss;  the bride and her closest friends gather for
a night out filled with friendship, celebration, and
silliness! Memories are made, relationships are
strengthened, and good times are had!

To ensure the next hen party you go to is an
unforgettable experience, we have compiled
these four super-fun hosiery-themed games you
can try that will get everybody laughing and
having a good time! 



Pennyhose
For this game you will need a
pair of clean pantyhose, two
pennies, and a stopwatch.
Place one penny into each
leg section of the pantyhose
and slide them all the way to
the foot area. When the
stopwatch begins, the player
tries to retrieve the pennies
by inching their hands down
the inside of the legs.  

However, each arm must
work independently of the
other, and the player is not
permitted to use one hand
to hold or stretch the hose
for the other hand. The
winner is the player who
retrieves the pennies in the
shortest time.

Arms ‘n Legs
For this game, you’ll need a
big paper bag, several pairs
of clean pantyhose, a
blindfold, and a stopwatch.
Put all the pairs of pantyhose
into the bag and place it in
front of the player. Blindfold
the player and set the
stopwatch to one minute.  

When the stopwatch starts,
the player removes one pair
of pantyhose at a time from
the bag and dresses it onto
their arms as fast as they
can. The winner is the player
who puts the greatest
number of pairs of
pantyhose onto their arms
within the time frame. 

 

Stocking Slingshot
For this game you will need
several plastic bottles filled
with water, a stopwatch, and
for each player the leg section
of a pair of clean old
pantyhose (or old stocking)
and a ball (softball size).

Clear a bit of space and set
the water bottles in a line
twelve to twenty-four inches
apart. Place the ball into the
stocking and slide it down to
the foot area. The player then
stretches the opening of the
stocking over the top of their
head, like a hat or head band;
this is the stocking slingshot.
Next, the player lines up
behind the first water bottle.  

When the stopwatch starts,
the player tries to knock over
each water bottle using only
the stocking slingshot. The
winner is the player who
knocks down all the bottles in
the shortest time.

Pantyhose Polo
For this multi-player game you
will need a start and a finish
line, and for each player a pair
of old pantyhose and two balls
(softball size). Have players put
one of the balls into one of the
pantyhose legs and push it all
the way to the foot end. Then,
have players tie the other end
of the pantyhose around their
waists, setting the height of the
dangling ball to about ankle
level; this the pantyhose polo
mallet.  

Next, players place their
second ball at the start line and
stand behind it. When the
game starts, all players will try
to move the ball from the start
line to the finish line using only
their pantyhose polo mallet. 

The winner is first player to get
their ball across the finish line.
 



As the world returns to normal and restrictions on getting together are lifted, it will soon be time to
gather again and celebrate the important moments in life. With that in mind, suggest these fun games
the next time you are planning – or invited to – a hen party!





WEDDINGS AND HOSIERY:
A HISTORY TIDBIT

 

Weddings and hosiery seem to go hand in hand, or
leg on leg. The ubiquitous under pinnings of brides
the world over, of all cultures are unanimous;
hosiery, garters, and structure garments are a must.

The prescribed element of femininity and sensuality
under all those beautifully adorned gowns. Apparel
that’s chosen with great care for a fitting end to a
celebratory day.

I’m not sure why, or what the desperation was, but
when the United States joined World War II, young
couples were getting married in droves. Proving too
compelling to resist. 

The statistics showed that in 1942 alone, 1.8 million
weddings took place, up 83 percent from 10 years
before. Two-thirds of those brides married men
newly enlisted in the military.

In 1942 and 1943, more than 2,000 weddings were
performed at the Church of the Transfiguration, the
Little Church’s official name. In 1943, the church’s
rector, the Rev. Dr. Randolph Ray, said that three
ceremonies in the morning and three in the
afternoon represented a “quiet midweek schedule”
for him.

Stories abounded throughout the US of small
wedding cakes baked with rationed ingredients, and
of brides wearing modest, nontraditional dresses,
some even made of silk from the parachutes that had
saved their grooms in battle. 

It’s hard to imagine a modest bride in today’s fashion
climate. The dresses are bigger, grander, and can
cost a small fortune. Bejewelled shoes, jewelry that
requires a bodyguard for, and the silken luxury that
makes up a corset, girdle, garter and hose. 



Go big or go home, right?

How those poor women suffered during WWII,
because hosiery production shifted to the war effort.
All those base materials went into making
parachutes, cords and rope instead of stockings.
Women took to painting seams up the backs of their
legs using in many cases, gravy juice or the
browning. Even a hosiery black market was soon
flourishing.

The surrender of Japan in August 1945 heralded the
resumption of stocking production by Du Pont, the
world’s leading manufacturer at the time. 

So overzealous they were, that they began a sales
campaign, “Nylons by Christmas” which turned out
to be a little more than over-aggressive.

Prompting the “Nylon Riots” in Pittsburgh when
40,000 women queued up for 13,000 pairs of
stockings from August 1945 to March 1946.

As production ramped up, so too did sales, as
wedding fever struck. Post war weddings sky
rocketed. More couples married in 1946 than in any 

 

other year in American history.

Women wanted their favourite accessory, and Du
Pont was only willing to provide. Production was
soon strictly devoted too hosiery to meet the almost
unprecedented demand. Du Pont made the claim of
production numbers of 38 million by year’s end.

Women weren’t buying wedding hosiery with the
ideology they were prior to the war, as requirement.

They were buying as a sign of control and
independence with their new found body autonomy
of the times. 

They had just spent five years surviving and thriving
during the war years without their male
counterparts. Owning this new found self-reliance.

Although white seems to be the popular shade of
choice, many are opting for other tones and shades
that reflect independent and strong personalities. 

Stockings were the beloved options, but stay-ups
and compression pantyhose soon nudged their way
in. 

The choice of stay-ups for easy access, and
compression pantyhose for control without having
to be strapped in with a corset or girdle.

Not much has changed today as brides decide how
they are going to look on their special day. 

Not only what they are going to wear, but knowing
how they are going to seduce their now 
committed partner at evening’s end. Hosiery, is just
the perfect combination for that delightful finale.

However you look at it, hose are here to stay as the
foundation garment of choice for all brides. 

Hosiery for the independent woman and the next
phase of new her life.

By: Velvet Steele



Join us as the fun continues as we're
partnered with New World Designs
of 434 West Hastings St. here in
Vancouver. We keep open our tickle
trunk of samples for a weekly
giveaway for the next additional 9
weeks.

To enter, all you need to do is  go to
our Facebook page or Instagram
profile each week and be the first
new like or follower.

Do the same with New World
Designs, and watch for the sample
giveaway posted for that week.

Then let us know in a brief message
what your favourite type of hosiery
is and why for your chance to win.

May the lucky legs win!



Since June, and this, our 6th issue of Hosiery
En Vogue are dedicated to the wedding, we
thought we’d talk about a small detail much
overlooked, the garter. I love a beautiful
garter belt fashioned with metal clasps, the
final detail of construction that indicates a
quality fabrication. Quality being the key
word, especially when needed to grasp and
hold hosiery up the legs without tearing or
causing the dreaded runs and ladders. 

However, when one thinks of garters, most
folks aren’t thinking of a wedding garter
around a thigh. We are thinking of garter
belts. Since I love a good history lesson, and
this is about weddings, I thought a little
chronicle on the “garter” would be aprés
peau.

By Velvet Steele



So….according to
Wikipedia, “the garter is
an article of clothing
comprising a narrow
band of fabric fastened
about the leg to keep up
stockings. 

In the eighteenth to
twentieth centuries, they
were tied just below the
knee, where the leg is
most slender, to keep the
stocking from slipping.

We all know that this
garter not usually used to
hold up stockings, but to
be removed by the groom
towards the end of the
reception. 

A usual western wedding
tradition. Strange how
“traditions” morph
through the generations,
in the middle ages,
groomsmen would rush
the new bride to grab the
garters as a prize. 

Removing the garter is
explained as symbolic.
This practice is often
interpreted as a figurative
deflowering, though
some attribute it as
superstition that to take a
piece of the bride's
clothing will bring good
luck.



Garters are always good luck,
and it doesn’t matter what leg
you wear it on. They are sassy,
they are sexy, and they are
always fun.

From the middle ages to
today, weddings to cabarets,
garters are much loved and in
abundance.

Although white is still the
colour of choice for most
weddings, that doesn’t mean
that what’s underneath has to
follow suit.

Something borrowed,
something blue? How about
pink, yellow, gold, green, and
even black? Go for it!

Satin, silk, lace, or other, the
fabrics are endless as are the
designs. 

They are a true compliment to
fabulous hosiery for the big
day, aside from the traditions
folks adhere to.

Accessory designers are way
ahead of this movement,
opting to specialize strictly in
this coveted attachment. It’s
more than big business, it’s
required style.





ASK VELVET
Wedding White or Flight, for Your

Big Day

G I R D L E L I S C I O U S  G A M  W R A P P E R S '  H E A L T H
&  B E A U T Y  E X P E R T  G I V E S  H O S I E R Y  A D V I C E

Enticingly Yours,
Velvet Steele

No matter what time of the year you’ve chosen your big
day of celebration, one thing is usually clear, the shade
white, is the popular choice of most all brides.

But..what if white just isn’t your thing?

Not just from a personal stand point, but quite possibly
a cultural, ethnic, and or religious perspective?

Much of the emphasis with regards to the choice of
white, has been a North American and European ideal.
Variations of this, and completely different possibilities
are seen the world over. Bold choices, some would
consider audacious to say the least.

White has long been associated with purity and virtue,
one reason why some brides choose to wear white. But
what does that say of those who choose to be daring on
their big day?

Certainly not what most would have you try to believe!

Take for example the colour red. Highly prized and
sought after in Chinese and Indian cultures, as it
represents happiness, love, prosperity, celebration, good
fortune, vitality, and a long life.

Take for instance black. Associated mostly with funerals
in the Western world, it can be seen as bridal attire in
Finland, and in the history books or early America.

It was Queen Victoria that broke
with tradition opting for what
was considered a dull white dress
of the times. Instead of colours
like yellow, gold, green, blue or
black.

The modern bride chooses what
she wants. As she should! Colours
be plentiful, just like the many
personalities of brides the world
over.  

I get asked on a frequent basis if
it’s ok to break with “tradition”.

To which I calmly reply, “wear
what you want!”

There are just as many tints when
it comes to hosiery. Our shade
and colour charts prove that.

Co-ordinate your ensemble.
Choose what works for you.

Be brave, be distinct, be you.

Oh, and congratulations!



EVA BC provides a wide range of resources related to sexual and
domestic violence, child abuse, and criminal harassment to people living

in British Columbia.

www.endingviolence.org

Girdleliscious Gam Wrappers proudly donates 5% of revenue to the
Ending Violence Association of BC
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