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Letter from the Editor
M A U R A  P A J O N K  &  V E L V E T  S T E E L E

Dear Reader,

Thank you for picking up our seventh issue of
Hosiery en Vogue, the hosiery lifestyle &
fashion monthly e-zine from Girdleliscious
Gam Wrappers.

Our August pictorial celebrates the richness of
patterns & textures in hosiery fashion styling. 
 Delight in how laces, knits, fishnets, and prints
layer as beautifully with each other as they do
with basic black.

Then, increase your hosiery shopping IQ when
Maura explains six frequently used hosiery
production terms that will help you make the
smartest buying decisions.  Want to find out
what Denier really means?  Read this.

Next, Maura decodes the signs & symbols
you'll see on FiORE packaging when shopping
online or in our stores.  One glance at this
simple chart, and you'll know how to speak
the international language of hosiery features.

In honour of August, fashion icon Velvet lets
you in on her daring little secret to keeping
comfortably cool in hosiery while staying
stylish in the mid-summer heat!

Then, Maura walks you through the lingo of

pantyhose, from waistband to toe! Learn
about gussets, flat seams, heel types, and
more -- and how to select the best pantyhose
features for your next fashion statement.

In this month's Ask Velvet, she dives deeper
into the "why's' of a gusset... with one reason
that may shock you!

You can find our artfully curated boutique
collections of fine international hosiery at two
retail locations in Vancouver: 
- New World Designs at 434 West Hastings St. 
- Catz Hair-Lair at 1280 Commercial Dr.

Buy in store and take home that day, or shop
online at GirdlelisciousGamWrappers.com
and select free in-store pick-up at either
location!

Our summertime sweepstakes continues with
weekly hosiery giveaways on the New World
Instagram feed during the Hosiery 101 live
broadcast, every Wednesday with Jen and
Velvet.  

We hope you enjoy reading this month's issue
of Hosiery en Vogue as much as we enjoyed
bringing it to you!

 

In Fashion & Fun,
Maura & Velvet

https://www.instagram.com/nwdvan/
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17870859392477644/




Six Hosiery Production Terms You Should Know
BY: MAURA PAJONK
As a hosiery shopper, certain
key terms pop up on a regular
basis, and you may or may not
have a full understanding of
what they mean.  That's why I

wanted to unlock the mystery
behind six of the most popular
hosiery manufacturing terms
that you should know more
about!  So, I dove into the 

glossary to bring you these
nuggets of hosiery knowledge
that will help you make your
best hosiery shopping
decisions.



Denier

Scientifically, denier is the mass
in grams of a fibre per 9000
metres of its length. Silk is the
base unit of measurement for
denier: 9000 meters of it weigh
one gram, equal one denier,
and the diameter of its fibre is
about one-fifth the diameter of
a strand of human hair.

In fashion, denier is a French
term describing the thickness
of the thread in a piece of
hosiery. Lower denier threads
(up to 39 denier) are often
used to make sheer and
delicate hosiery, while higher
denier threads (40 denier and
above) are associated with
opaque and durable hosiery.

Gauge

Gauge is the number of
stitches (rows) of thread per
inch of fabric (hosiery) length. A
higher gauge stocking features
more stitches and highlights
the smooth, dense look & feel
of fine hosiery. A lower gauge
stocking is made with fewer
stitches -- making it easier and
less expensive to make, and is
a great choice for large scale
fashion.

An easy way to remember
gauge is to consider the similar
concept of thread count: when
you buy a set of sheets, those
with a higher thread count feel
silky and luxurious, while those
with a lower thread count feel a 



 Sheer

Hosiery that is "see through,"
featuring a delicate fibre of 1
denier to 39 denier. Sheer is a
term that can apply to
Stockings, Stay-ups, or
Pantyhose.

Opaque

Hosiery that is much less “see
through,” than that of a sheer,
usually of a 40 denier or higher,
giving the leg a heavier matte
appearance.

To learn more about hosiery
terminology, please check out
our Glossary and FAQ pages!

 bit rougher yet are much
more affordable.

Fishnet

Fishnet is a type of open
weave, diamond shaped,
knitted hosiery that
resembles a fish net. Used
as a material for stockings,
tights, or bodystockings,
fishnet is a sexy & sensual
hosiery choice, and it
makes a major fashion
statement due to it's ability
to accentuate curves and
muscle definition.

The fishnet style is versatile;
deniers can range from low
to high, gauges can vary,
and weave sizes can range
from micro to extra large.

Aside from the traditional
black, fishnet is available in
a multitude of colours. You
can find this lovely knit as a
sock, stocking, stay-up, and
full pantyhose.

Microfibre

Microfibre is a synthetic
fibre that is finer then one
denier.

We love microfibre because
of its ability to draw
moisture away from the
body, how it feels super

soft against the skin, and how it
provides a high degree of
elasticity. Microfibre is easy to to
work with, and can feature all
kinds of creative woven designs.

Another great thing about
microfibre is that it can be
infused with lotions and anti-
microbial agents, and give
wearers more value beyond
fashion.

Microfibre is affordable too; this
allows for creative styles to be
produced at lower prices --
while maintaining high quality
production standards. 

We love this!
 

https://girdlelisciousgamwrappers.com/pages/common-terms
https://girdlelisciousgamwrappers.com/pages/faq




Cotton Gusset

Single Covered
Yarn

Double Covered
Yarn

Stockings

Stay Ups

Reinforced Toe

Invisibly
Reinforced Toe;
Knee High; Anklet

Flat Seam

Sheer to Waist
Panty; Size 2

Sheer to Waist
Panty with Gusset;
Size 3 & 4

Reinforced Panty
with Gusset; Size 3
& 4

Reinforced Panty
with Reinforced
Back Panel; Size 5
& 6

Open Gusset Panty

Hosiery companies try to make it easy for buyers to understand key features of their products by expressing
information in a symbology.  Each company uses a slightly different stylized version of these symbols on
their packaging; these are the ones you'll find with FiORE, our incredible brand from Poland:                                

Hosiery Symbols Decoded

Fabric Symbols Panty Symbols

Leg & Foot Symbols

BY: MAURA PAJONK

https://girdlelisciousgamwrappers.com/collections/the-entire-fiore-line
https://girdlelisciousgamwrappers.com/collections/the-entire-fiore-line


Summertime Blues,
an Homage to Hosiery in the Heat

 BY: VELVET STEELE



Summertime blues always
hit me hard. I’m a fashion
addict, and I make no
excuses for it. With the
season’s heat it leaves me
not able to wear one of my
coveted accessories, hosiery.
The elevated body
temperatures leave me more
than sweaty, dripping to be
exact.

Pulsating Heat

I always try to wear at least
something on my gams
through the pulsating heat;
airy, open, large weaves.
Fashion tights, or stay-ups,
even my fave stockings
attached to a neatly cinched
in waist. Opting for the large
open knits that allow for the
air to caress my skin as I walk
to and from.

Maybe it is a problem, but
more for those that just
don’t understand, that it is a
need not a want to wear
summertime hose. I love it,
and you see, for me, it is a
need, not a want. I crave the
covering on my legs all year
long. So I tough it out.

Shorts, Skirts, & Stay Ups

Shorts, skirts and stay-ups.
Large diamond patterned
fishnet pantyhose are always
a nice compliment, not only
for myself, but onlookers.
Folks brave enough to gaze



at my legs, and wonder if I am actually crazy,
or just terminally fashionable. People wishing
they to were valorous enough to do the same.

I’m not saying I don’t like the summer heat, I’m
not a gleeful fan. I do however love the beauty
the flowers bring, the animals in play, and
clear blue skies. Its joyous, so why not add a
little more joy and beauty of my own, by
wearing hosiery in mid summer?

Wearing them doesn’t mean you have to wear
full coverage. If you’ve seen and heard me on
Hosiery 101 on our Instagram feed and read
our blogs, you’ll notice a term we reference
quite a bit. Godiva, the female equivalent of
commando, going panty free for the woman in
charge.

A Little Privy Secret to Yourself

We all love a little raunch in our lives, so why
not get naughty and doff those undies!? A cool
summer breeze always feels nice across skin
so soft. Skin that for the most part is always
covered. Let your legs sport the housing of
hosiery while you keep a little privy secret to
yourself.

Do it, you know you want to! Put on that skirt
and go Godiva with a hot pair of stockings or
stay-ups. Wear that flowing summer dress as
you giggle to yourself cautiously keeping a
watchful eye and hand, so that your dress
doesn’t accidentally blow up to reveal your
confidential matter.

Trust me, it won’t be long before fall is upon
us. We’ll then be wearing higher deniers made
for structure and warmth. Ok so maybe this
year’s summer has been a lot more hotter
than usual, climate change is happening. But
so is hosiery, and I’m here to celebrate it, and
sell it, and I love it, don’t you?



Summertime
Summertime

Sweepstakes!
Sweepstakes!

Girdleliscious Gam Wrappers
and New World Designs have
partnered up to bring you a
fabulous summertime hosiery
sweepstakes!

Get a chance to win a FREE
piece of Girdleliscious hosiery
when you connect with us on
Instagram!

Step 1. Find Girdleliscious
Gam Wrappers and New
World Designs on Instagram
and Follow both accounts.

Step 2. Like the latest post on
both accounts, and then

Step 3. Leave us a Comment
telling us your favourite style
of hosiery.

Winners selected during the
Hosiery 101 IG Live every
Wednesday with Jen & Velvet
until the end of August!

May the lucky legs win!

Win FREE Hosiery!

Win FREE Hosiery!

https://www.instagram.com/girdlelisciousgamwrappers/
https://www.instagram.com/nwdvan/




PANTYHOSE PARLANCE
Girdleliscious Guide
to Pantyhose Lingo

BY: MAURA PAJONK

Shopping for pantyhose seems like a pretty simple
concept: you see a design you like on the model in
the photograph and then you buy it. 

But then you get it home, put it on, and wait… you
weren’t expecting a reinforced toe… you didn’t want
a shaping panty! 

So, to prevent this problem from ever happening to
you again, here’s everything you need to know about
pantyhose features so that you can shop confidently
and bring home exactly what you expect! 

The Panty

Let’s start at the top: the Panty. This element runs
from the waistband downwards, includes the tummy
& bottom, and ends at the top of thigh / bottom of
crotch.

Typically the panty is reinforced, which means that
extra stitching was done to ensure comfort and
durability for all-day wear; this creates a visible
shadow effect. Further, a reinforced panty can have
shaping properties, which slim the silhouette and
create a smooth overall appearance in the tummy
and bottom area.

Alternately, the panty can be sheer-to-waist, and
feature reinforcement exclusively along the seam

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0020/1565/8083/files/Reinforced_Panty_480x480.png?v=1624815201


and waistband; this is a great choice for wearing under
light-coloured clothing, short skirts, skirts with deep slits
(think Angelina Jolie at the Oscars in 2012), and short
shorts.

The gusset is the area at the crotch of the panty. Some
gussets feature a breathable cotton layer for
comfortable all-day wear, others a simple seam, and still
others an open crotch that allows for ultimate
breathability, as in suspender tights.

Waistbands fit either at the natural waist, or at the hip.
Curvy styles often offer a deeper rise in the panty to
comfortably accommodate generous tummies and
bottoms.

The Leg

Next, let’s discuss the most visible element of hosiery:
the leg. This area runs from the top of the thigh down to
the ankle, and also includes the foot, toe, and heel
sections, which will be addressed separately.

While specifically a measure of the weight of the knit of
the fabric, Denier also refers to the sheerness vs
opaqueness of the leg, expressed in numbers. For
example, a 10 Denier leg is sheer and delicate, while a
100 Denier leg is opaque and robust. Many hosiery
wearers choose lower Deniers in warmer weather and
when they want to showcase the natural radiance of
their legs. Similarly, they choose higher Deniers in cooler
weather and when they want to project a more
conservative, professional image.

The design of the leg can be uniform, seamed,
patterned, embroidered, printed, knitted, and coloured.
The design possibilities are nearly limitless – making it
fun to choose the perfect pair of pantyhose to
accessorize your look.

To aide those with leg health issues, such as chronic
vein disease, diabetes, edema, varicose veins, recent leg
surgery, pregnancy, or those travelling by airplane for
long periods of time, hosiery can also feature graduated 

https://imagesvc.meredithcorp.io/v3/mm/image?q=85&c=sc&poi=face&w=1200&h=1200&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.onecms.io%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F20%2F2019%2F10%2Fangelina02-1.jpg
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0020/1565/8083/products/DSC_7882_480x480.jpg?v=1578124267


 compression that runs from the ankle up to the thigh to
help return blood flow back to the heart more easily. The
level of compression can range from light cosmetic
pressure to full medical prescription-grade pressure,
depending on the person and their needs. 

The Heel, Foot, and Toe

The bottom section of pantyhose includes the heal,
bottom of the foot, and toe sections. Normally sheer
unless otherwise specified, these areas can offer a variety
of options to the wearer.

Reinforced areas increase the durability of the region but
create a visible shadow effect that may or may not be
desired. If you seek a streamlined appearance, look for
the term, “invisibly reinforced” to get strength and
durability in the heel, foot, and toe regions without
sacrificing fashion.

Reinforced heels showcase a variety of classic designs,
including the Susan, Cuban, Havana, French aka Point,
Lafayette, Empire aka Manhattan, Memphis. In addition,
modern knitting technology has also allowed for more
creative takes on these iconic styles, providing the wearer
with nearly limitless options.

Creative heel designs are usually seen in styles that also
feature a back-seam on the leg.

A reinforced foot can be either simple & smooth, or it can
feature ridged details that impart a massaging effect on
the soles of the feet, such as with our FiOre Massaging
Anklet.

The toe section of pantyhose can be produced to be
reinforced for durability, or sandal-toe -- sheer with a
simple seam at the tip of the toe line for elegance, or
open-toe to showcase your pedicure in peep-toe shoes.

Now that you know all the essential details about
pantyhose features, you can feel confident when
shopping for your next pair of pantyhose or tights at our
online store!

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0020/1565/8083/files/Cuban_Point_Havana_Manhattan_Susan_480x480.png?v=1624818054
https://girdlelisciousgamwrappers.com/collections/the-entire-fiore-line/products/anklet-massaging-massage-40-dn
https://girdlelisciousgamwrappers.com/


ASK VELVET
Why the Gusset?

G I R D L E L I S C I O U S  G A M  W R A P P E R S '  H E A L T H
&  B E A U T Y  E X P E R T  G I V E S  H O S I E R Y  A D V I C E

Enticingly Yours,
Velvet Steele

for absorption of moisture, 
to be blunt -- for ease of movement in larger sized, above
average beauties, and
to prevent camel toe 

On a recent Hosiery 101 Instagram Live broadcast, we talked
about the gusset, a piece of reinforced material often sewn in
the crotch area of pantyhose size 3 (medium) and up.  Many of
you wonder, "Why is it there?"

Generally, there are three main reasons:

Fact is, larger bodies have a different way of moving than petite
bodies.  That means they stress pantyhose fabric differently too,
both back and forth and side to side. Gussets help support the
durability of the panty for larger bodies.  Petite bodies don't
need the same support, and that is why it is not seen often in
size 2 (small) and under. 

There is also a diagonal movement of stretch within that region.
The gusset is a diamond shaped piece of knit woven with an
absorbent fibre. Obviously designed to attract natural body
moisture to make for a more comfortable wear. Think thigh rub,
only in the crotch, as the skin naturally moistens to lubricate
the skin free of friction. 

Not always the natural solution, as many suffer from skin
irritation from the constant rubbing. Leaving the skin rubbed
red and raw! I’m no stranger to that affliction, and trust me it’s
painful, and super annoying! So back to the movement... 

A single seam through the crotch on the petite stretches in a
simpler fashion, back and forth, and naturally allows for the
necessary give.

The above average beauty, on
the other hand, requires not
only the back and forth, but a
stretch diagonally that a straight
seam just won’t allow for.

Hence the gusset, usually that
diamond piece of fabric, twice as
long as it is wide. This allows for
extra give and stretch not only
back and forth, but diagonally,
and across. On the bias of woven
fabrics, and the stretch of a
complex reinforced knit. This
helps alleviate the added stress
along the seam, so that your
coveted hose, will last that much
longer.

The gusset not only an added
crotch feature, but you’ll see it in
underarms of shirts, behind the
knees in sportswear, and any
area of a garment that requires
a little more stress
management.

I hope that answered the "why?"

https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17870859392477644/
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