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Welcome to 10 Gables! 

I have a confession to make: mornings are busy and 

choosing an outfit for the day is usually the last thing on 

my mind. I like to grab and go, but still want to feel 

beautiful regardless of the amount of time I’ve actually 

spent getting ready for the day ahead. The capsule 

wardrobe trend is very popular right now and I realized I’ve 

been doing this for years without having a name for it. A few 

staple tops, skirts, pants and layering pieces are a simple way to 

get ready on busy mornings. Add some beautiful jewelry, a sweet scarf or both and the 

simple becomes sublime!   

If you’re thinking about trying to form a capsule wardrobe, there are several tops that 

are perfect options for creating an effortless casual elegant style. I’ve also included 

some sexy date night options to spice things up a bit. I hope you enjoy this guide and 

would love to see how you pull things together. Send in your favorites photos or tag me 

on social media @10Gables and you just might find yourself featured!  

Blessings to you, 

Chris Cravens 

Artist, 10Gables.com 

 

P.S. I’ve included a handy single-page cheat sheet at the end of the guide to print and 

hang on your closet door to make mornings extra-easy.   

© All content and images within this guide and shared on our 

social media accounts are copyrighted by 10 Gables. Please 

contact me for permission to re-use, alter or share this guide 

on your blog, etc. at chris@10gables.com. 



 

 

Perfect for the office and a capsule wardrobe 

staple, the classic collared shirt looks best 

with shorter necklaces including pendants 

and chokers. When choosing a pendant 

necklace for your collared shirt, aim for 

one that isn’t covered up by the 

fabric. For example, a smaller, 

oblong option to fit within the 

opening of the collar.  

 

 

 

 

Simple, yet flattering, the boat neck is 

an excellent choice for versatility by 

simply changing the fabric: slinky and 

rich for a date night, crisp blue and 

white stripes for day. Multi-strand 

necklaces compliment this style 

nicely. When shopping, be sure the 

shortest strand doesn’t get trapped 

behind your top.   



 

 

A current fashion trend inspired by the past - 

off the shoulder fashions were of the moment in 

the mid-1800s, again with the shoulder bearing 

flappers in the 1920s, and yet again with 

1970s free spirited dressing – this style is 

timeless and sexy for a sultry summer 

look. The perfect necklace is a multi-

strand in a mid-length, however, long 

pendants also look great 

with this beautiful style.   

 

 

 

The crew neck is another staple outfit 

maker in many capsule wardrobes. It can 

do double-duty as both a casual or work 

option simply by changing layers 

and/or adding jewelry. Statement or 

bib necklaces look fabulous with 

crewneck dressy tees. For a change, a 

longer Bohemian style pendant or 

multiple layer necklaces also work 

with a blousy crewneck top. 

  



 

 

Strapless tops and dresses are perfect for 

summer or for layering in cooler seasons. They 

do best showing off, well, you! To keep the focus 

on the star of the outfit, a simple choker is 

the perfect complement to this style. 

Another option that can make a strapless 

top become a showstopper is a pair of 

large or long statement earrings.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tops with a ballet neck are so very 

simple, yet elegant. This style shines 

when paired with interesting bottoms 

and beautiful jewelry. A good 

choice of necklace for a ballet neck 

top is a simple pendant in a mid-

length. Statement necklaces also 

work well for this neckline and 

can transform an outfit from 

understated to amazing. 

  



  

The v-neck is a timeless classic that can dress up 

or down depending on the type of material and 

cut of the blouse or shirt it accents. The same 

holds true for jewelry worn with it. V-necks are 

best suited to a shorter necklace with a showy 

pendant, however, with today’s deeper v-cuts, 

longer slim pendant necklaces can also 

work. The trick is to choose a necklace 

length that positions the pendant in the 

center of the v-neck opening. V-necks are 

also good candidates for showy earrings in 

lieu of a necklace.  

 

 

 

Scoop neck tops are a great capsule 

wardrobe option. They go well under 

layers and also stand on their own 

as a nice backdrop to jewelry. 

Statement necklaces, especially 

those featuring a bib design, are 

perfect with scoop neck tops. 

Minimalistic necklaces can also 

work well for this style for more 

casual, understated look. 

 



  

The square neckline has its origins in Baroque 

French fashion. An elegant choice for evening, 

they also work well for casual day attire in fun 

prints and fabrics. Square necklines flatter many 

body shapes and can add a touch of 

sexiness while still providing coverage to 

wear a bra. They look beautiful with 

longer necklaces that feature multiple 

pendants. Square necklines also go well 

with chokers or statement earrings for a 

more casual look.   

 

 

 

 

Open back tops look beautiful with 

mid-length and long necklaces that add 

interest to the neckline. Choker 

necklaces featuring a long backdrop 

pendant also look stunning with this 

style. Wearing an open back 

neckline is a very alluring look and a 

great way to show off your beautiful 

skin for a night out.  

 



 

 

 

Turtlenecks and mock-necks add length to 

the torso and provide a classic backdrop for 

mid-length and longer pendant necklaces. 

These tops look terrific on their own or 

as a base layer in a capsule wardrobe. 

Dressed up or down, the turtleneck is 

the ultimate wardrobe staple.  

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful halter tops have their roots in 

1940s Art Deco styles and are a timeless 

choice for adding a touch of sexiness to 

any outfit. By changing the neckline 

depth and fabric, halters are also a 

great choice for a daytime casual outfit. 

They tend to form a natural frame for 

pendant necklaces and look stunning 

with these jewelry selections. 

  



 


