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GENERAL RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY FORM 

VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION 

And Legal Notice 

 

 

I  acknowledge that I am voluntarily participating in the 2020 Agape Spring Silent Meditation 

Retreat (“Retreat”), May 21 - May 23, 2020, hosted by the Agape International Spiritual Center 

of Truth, Inc. (“Agape”), 8444 Wilshire Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Beverly Hills, California 90211.  I 

understand that my participation is strictly voluntary, and not required nor mandated by Agape, and 

by agreeing to participate, no other purpose is intended or implied.  

 

1.  ASSUMPTION OF RISK, I understand that the Retreat is being held at the Royal Way 

Spiritual Retreat Center, 8088 High Road, Lucerne Valley, CA, 92356. I am aware that some 

activities may include some risk to my personal safety and that Agape cannot and does not 

guarantee the safe physical environment or condition of any part or portion of the Retreat Center 

and/or its adjoining grounds.   I acknowledge and agree that I will, upon entering the Retreat Center 

grounds, immediately inspect for dangerous conditions, and continuously thereafter inspect the area; 

and I further agree that if at any time I determine that there is anything in the physical location that 

is unsafe, I will advise those in charge and leave the area immediately.  I agree to exercise caution 

with regard to my own safety. 

 

I am participating in these activities, including travel to, from and during the Retreat with the full 

knowledge of the risks involved and I hereby agree to accept and assume any and all risks that may 

result from these activities. 

       

2. RELEASE AND WAIVER OF RIGHTS, In consideration of my participation I do hereby 

release Agape and its affiliates, employees, agents, contractors and volunteers (collectively, the 

“Released Parties”) from liability and agree that I and my assignees, heirs, distributees, guardians 

and legal representatives will not make a claim against, sue or attach the property of the Released 

Parties for injury or damage resulting from acts or omissions, howsoever caused, by the Released 

Parties with respect to my participation in the Retreat, including travel to and from the Retreat, 

except for injuries or damage arising from grossly negligent or intentional acts or omissions by the 

Released Parties.  

 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, I expressly release the Released Parties from any 

and all claims I may have, and from any liability, responsibility, duty and obligation from lost 

property, personal injuries to me from accidents caused by the negligence of others, and from 

injuries resulting from dangerous conditions on the premises and property of third parties with 

respect to my participation in the Retreat. 

 

I further agree that this Agreement specifically covers known and unknown claims, and I 

specifically waive any rights under Section 1542 of the California Civil Code or under any other 

comparable law of another jurisdiction that limits a general release to claims that are known to exist 
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at the date of this Agreement. Section 1542 of the California Civil Code states as follows: “A 

general release does not extend to claims which the creditor does not know or suspect to exist in his 

favor at the time of executing the release, which if known by him must have materially affected his 

settlement with the debtor.” 

 

3. INDEMNITY, I agree to indemnify and hold Agape harmless from any loss, liability, or damage 

to my personal property, including attorney’s fees, which may occur as a result of my participation 

in the Retreat, including travel to and from the Retreat.  If Agape incurs any of these types of 

expenses, I agree to reimburse Agape.  If I need medical treatment, I agree to be financially 

responsible for any costs incurred as a result of such treatment.  I am aware and understand that I 

should carry my own health insurance. 

                                                                           

4. DISPUTE RESOLUTION, I agree that any dispute arising out of my participation in this 

Retreat shall be solely resolved as follows: 

 

a. If I have any claim that is not foreclosed by paragraph 2 above, I will first attempt to resolve it by 

negotiation between myself and an authorized representative of Agape.   I will submit such a 

claim notice in writing to the Chief Administrative Officer of Agape, Thelma Chichester, or her 

successor, within 10 days of becoming aware of my claim. 

 

b. If the dispute has not been resolved through negotiation within 120 days after the delivery of my 

initial claim notice, I agree that I will then engage in mediation between myself and Agape using a 

mediator to be determined by mutual agreement. 

 

c. Any dispute which has not been resolved by mediation within 120 days of the appointment of a 

mediator shall be finally resolved by arbitration before a single arbitrator to be determined by 

mutual agreement. The costs of mediation and arbitration shall be shared equally by the parties.  

 

5.  PHOTOGRAPHS, All persons participating in the Retreat consent to the use of their 

photograph, image, voice and likeness in the program, promotions, and any and all media 

throughout the universe and in perpetuity without remuneration.  If you do not consent to the use of 

your photograph, image, voice and likeness in this manner, you must inform and discuss with an 

Agape Retreat Team staff member. 

 

6. PROPERTY AND DAMAGE LIABILITY, All persons participating in the Retreat are 

financially responsible for any damage to Retreat Venue property.     

  

7.  SEVERABILITY, I agree that if any portion is held invalid or unenforceable, I will continue to 

be bound by the remaining terms. 

 

                              

       

 


