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A 501(c)(3) Corporation Presents 
 

PATRIOTS LANDING 
A rural, faith-based veterans complex honoring, healing, and 

enhancing the lives of veterans and their families 
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PATRIOTS LANDING MISSION 
Patriots Landing (PL) is a veteran services complex in Grant County, Kentucky, with a Veterans 

Carpentry Shop and Training Center.  Honoring all those who have served, PL programs focus 

on healing.  It provides on-the-job skills training for veterans who need it the most – each 

according to his or her specific skills.  PL centers on sharing the veteran’s stories and the healing 

power of faith to help inspire others in need. 

 

Veteran’s Workshop, Training, and Healing Center 
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On behalf of Operation Honor’s Board Members and Patriots 

Landing Advisory Committee, I would like to extend my 

heart-felt thanks to the multitude of private citizens, 

government agencies, corporate representatives, small 

business owners, churches and faith-based organizations, all 

of whom have brought Operation Honor to the place we are 

today. We now embrace the full scope of our vision, and we 

are excited to share it with you. Thank you in advance for 

giving some of your valued time and attention to learning 

more about our mission. We welcome your participation to 

the extent that the enclosed details speak to you.         

                          –Joe Montgomery, Founder / Board Chair 
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I. BACKGROUND 

  Operation Honor was born out of a passion in 2008 to help those who served our country.  Joe 

Montgomery, Founder, had the simple idea to give back to military veterans and support active-

duty service members in any way possible.  Enhancing the lives of veterans has been a labor of 

love and focus for Joe Montgomery and his team of veterans, volunteers, and partners resulting in 

a culmination of programs that all started with Tailgating for Troops in 2008.  Joe, a resident of 

Kentucky, founded Operation Honor (OH) in an effort to honor his father, a Marine, and all eight 

of his uncles who served in the United States military from WWII thru Vietnam.  OH became a 

501(c)3 Public Charity in February 2015.  The OH mission is simple, Enhance the Lives of 

Veterans and Their Families.   

  OH is a “boots on the ground” charity born of a passion to help US military veterans heal.  

Utilizing an existing OH carpentry shop built in late 2018 which creates Products with a Purpose 

(wood products), veterans are able to heal and connect with other veterans who understand what 

they are dealing with daily. The signature Products With a Purpose veteran-crafted item is its 

burial flag case…the only burial flag case offered at Arlington National Cemetery!  

  Today, Operation Honor (OH) has matured and positioned itself to become a unique, world-class 

veteran-centric organization, addressing the needs of the most at-risk veterans with the addition of 

a new veteran’s complex, Patriots Landing.  OH is blessed to have developed an incredibly strong 

Board and an equally passionate group of volunteers by creating a special Patriots Landing 

Advisory Committee. 

II. PATRIOTS LANDING CONCEPT 

  Patriots Landing (PL), a rural, faith-based veterans complex, will house multiple programs all 

centered around healing and Enhancing the Lives of Veterans and Their Families.  The Products 

with a Purpose (wood products) vision has grown exponentially and is now positioned to provide 

multiple veteran focused opportunities with the addition of a master carpenter (Justin Christian) to 

mentor and train veterans. 

  As a result of this partnership, OH now has the opportunity to move forward with its vision for 

PL and will be able to provide a stable, healthy environment for veterans in need to heal, grow in 

faith, and learn valuable job skills.  Justin Christian comes to OH with over 20 years in the custom 

woodworking business and five years of employing, training, and mentoring men who have 

struggled with drug addictions.  His knowledge and expertise will be an invaluable asset to the OH 

mission and to the veterans that will be served. 

  Recently, Justin summarized his genuine desire to be a part of the OH program by saying, “I 

could get a well-paying job in the industry next week, but it is not about a paycheck or the size of 

my bank account. Helping people and spreading God’s word is what is in my heart.”  

  It is with that passion, an active Board of Directors and Advisory Committee, and the many 

relationships OH has developed that will allow OH to create this one of a kind, self-sustaining 

veterans complex in the great state of Kentucky. 
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 The PL complex will initially focus on healing through these 6 key programs: 

✓ Job Skills Training in the Julian Wills Veterans Carpenter Shop 

✓ On the Job training through Warriors at Work 

✓ Celebrate Recovery Program 

✓ The Congressional Medal of Honor Character Development Program 

✓ Way of Life Health and Wellness Coaching 

✓ Peer Mentoring with a faith-based approach 

  Below is a testimonial by the first disabled veteran hired to build products for OH.  He is a 

retired Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant, Purple Heart recipient with over 40 surgeries from his 

combat injuries, and he suffers from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 
 

"There is this overwhelming sense of pride and emotional connection I experience every 

time that I created something with my own two hands that will help ease the burden of a 

brother or sister still serving. Days like these help keep me going and is a feeling I will 

always be grateful for." 

III. PL PURPOSE AND SCOPE (Per OH Articles of Incorporation) 

  - provide job and volunteer opportunities for veterans in need, instruction and life skills 

taught in the craft of wood working, and a safe, welcoming environment for those dealing 

with the pressures of post service life; 

  - provide state of the art facilities, equipment, and a unique faith-based environment for 

veterans to engage in the program, providing not only a place to be creative but also a place 

to heal and help heal among their peers; 

  - sponsor, host and/or participate in events and activities that promote the well-being of 

our veterans and their families in our communities. 

IV. KEY SUPPORT 

Operation Honor has been blessed with support from many generous partners since 2008 through 

donations, grants, and support. Below are a few of the organizations who have supported us: 

✓ RC Durr Foundation 

✓ AT&T KY 

✓ Kentucky Department of Veteran Affairs 

✓ Disabled American Veterans (DAV) 

✓ Paralyzed Veterans of America 

✓ Grant & Owen County Tourism and Convention Commission 

✓ Construction Specifications Institute……..and more. 
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V. EXECUTION 

Phase I (complete) 
A. Expand woodshop and Products With a Purpose line into a fully functioning custom 

woodworking shop while continuing to increase production and revenues through existing 

products; Building Furniture to Rebuild Lives. 

B. Training additional veterans in the carpenter shop in 2020. 

Phase II 
A. Acquire land and additional funding for Patriots Landing, a rural faith-based veteran’s 

complex. 

B. Increase annual revenues to $250,000 by 2022 with the addition of building custom 

furniture, expanding current programs like HonorBanners and opening the Patriots 

Landing complex to visitors. 

C. Raise additional funds as needed to build out the remaining structures for Patriots Landing 

including implementing the Congressional Medal of Honor Character Development 

Program, the Kentucky Veterans Healing Center, and a Celebrate Recovery program. 

VI. LOGISTICS 

Phase I Costs (complete) 

A. Spent approximately $85,000 building a 45X60 woodshop in late 2018.  Also spent many 

thousands acquiring new shop equipment and tools through the end of 2020. 

B. Through the end of 2020, OH has a healthy pipeline of new business, including 8 custom 

tables for the new DAV National Headquarters in Northern Kentucky. 

Phase II Costs 
A. OH has executed an agreement for 2.5 acres of prime land located directly behind the 

Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North and less than five minutes from The Ark Encounter. 

OH estimates receiving $2 - $3 in product and labor for every dollar raised to develop 

Patriots Landing, based on current relationships. 

B. A $350,000 Capital Campaign will fund all hard costs at retail pricing associated with 

completing Patriots Landing, including the land, building, and operational costs for 12 

months. This figure does not represent the many In-Kind donations OH will receive from 

our construction and finishing partners along with an army of volunteers. 

Respectfully presented to you by: 

Joseph B. Montgomery, Founder and Board Chair 

mobile:  513-258-1475        

email:  operationhonororg@gmail.com 

web:  www.operationhonor.org   

mailing address:  PO BOX 409 

                            Dry Ridge, KY 41035 
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Board of Directors 

2021 
 

Joseph B. Montgomery 

Board Chair 

Founder Operation Honor 

operationhonororg@gmail.com 

 

Marlene Browning 

Board Vice-Chair/Treasurer 

Owner and President 

Full Service Oil Company 

 

Mary Ann Mader Jones 

Board Secretary 

Vice President of Lending 

Guaranteed Rate Affinity 

 

C. Ed Massey, Esq 

KY State Representative, District 66 

Owner and Managing Partner 

Blankenship, Massey & Assoc. 

 

Holly Bowling 

CEO Halloween Express 

Director, Elk Creek Hunt Club & Resort 

 

Wayne Lohmoeller 

USAF Retired 

Director of Security Operations 

Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens 

 

 

 

 

 
Patriots Landing 

Advisory Committee 

2021 
 

Colonel Patrick Kanewske 

Director, Advisory Committee 

US Naval Academy Graduate 

33 Year USMC Retired 

President, Warriors at Work 

kanewskep@gmail.com 

Bryan Cody VanBoxel 

USMC 

National Human Resources Director 

Disabled American Veterans 

Gary Combs 

West Point Graduate, 1975 

Director Mini Bible College International 

Cooperating Ministries, Retired 

Eddie Gabbert 

US Army Vietnam Veteran 

Elder, The Mount Olivet Christian Church 

Celebrate Recovery Minister 

Michael Hornback 

US Army Vietnam Era 

Board of Directors, CSI 

Mike Crum 

USAF Retired 

Jennifer Wells 

US Army Combat Veteran 

Peer Mentor Coordinator 

Hamilton County Veterans Court 

Taylor Thibodeau 

US Coast Guard Veteran 

Kevin Taylor 

Owner, United Skilled Services 

Greg Middleton 

Williamstown City Council Member 

mailto:operationhonororg@gmail.com
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